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Title 36: TAXATION

Part 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS
Chapter 1: COLLECTION OF TAXES GENERALLY

81. LIABILITY FOR TAXES RECOGNIZED BY COURTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 8§83 (RP).

82. ATTORNEY GENERAL TO SUE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 83 (RP).

83. REFUNDS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1967, c. 45, (NEW. 1979, c. 520, §1 (AVD). 1981, c. 364, 83 (RP).

84. TIMELY MAILING TREATED AS TIMELY FILING AND PAYING
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 182, (NEW. 1981, c. 364, §3 (RP).

85. EFFECT OF REPEAL
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 544, §120-A (NEW. 1981, c. 364, §3 (RP).

86. DENIAL, SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF LICENSES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 74, §2 (NEW. 1977, c. 477, §1 (NEW. 1977, c. 696, §264 (RP).
1981, c. 364, §3 (RP).

86-A. PAYMENTS; REFUND OR ABATEMENT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 696, §264A (NEW. 1981, c. 364, §3 (RP).
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Chapter 2: SPECIAL INDUSTRY TAXES

87. DENIAL, SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF LICENSES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 135, §2 (NEW. 1979, c. 127, §192 (AMD). 1981, c. 364, 8§3
(RP).

Chapter 2: SPECIAL INDUSTRY TAXES

831. TAX SUBJECT TO REFERENDUM
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 312, (NEW. 1981, c. 706, §2 (RP)

832. NOTIFICATION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 312, (NEW. 1981, c. 706, §2 (RP)

833. BALLOT CONTENTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 312, (NEW. 1981, c. 706, §2 (RP)

834. RETURNS; EFFECT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 312, (NEW. 1981, c. 706, §2 (RP)

835. COSTS OF ELECTION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 312, (NEW. 1981, c. 706, §2 (RP)

Chapter 3: POWERS AND DUTIES OF STATE TAX ASSESSOR

851. POWERS OF STATE TAX ASSESSOR
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, §4 (RP).

| 8 . Generated
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Chapter 4: BUREAU OF PROPERTY TAXATION

852. STATE TAX ASSESSOR; DUTIES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 544, §121 (AVD). 1975, c. 560, (AVD). 1981, c. 364, §4 (RP).

853. STATE TAX ASSESSOR TO EXAMINE METHOD OF TAXATION IN
OTHER STATES AND INCORPORATE RESULT IN REPORT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 477, §2 (AVD). 1981, c. 364, 84 (RP).

854. ANNUAL REPORT TO GOVERNOR
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 502, §1 (AWD). 1973, c. 620, §6 (AWD). 1975, c. 771, §397
(AVD). 1977, c. 477, 83 (RP).

855. EXPENSES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 84 (RP).

856. FACSIMILE SIGNATURE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1975, c. 4, (NEW. 1981, c. 364, 84 (RP).

857. CONTRACT AUTHORITY
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 477, §3A (NEW. 1977, c. 668, §1 (AMD). 1981, c. 364, §4 (RP).

Chapter 4: BUREAU OF PROPERTY TAXATION

871. BUREAU; DIRECTOR
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, §3 (NEW. 1975, c. 765, §1 (RP).

872. RESPONSIBILITIES; DUTIES, EMPLOYEES
(REPEALED)
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Chapter 5: ABATEMENT

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, §3 (NEW. 1975, c. 765, 8§1 (RP).

873. RECOMMENDATIONS

(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1973, c. 592, 83 (NEW. 1975, c. 765, §1 (RP).
874. REORGANIZATION

(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

P&SL 1975, c. 78, §21 (NEW. 1981, c. 364, §4 (RP).
876. BUREAU; DIRECTOR

(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1973, c. 620, 84 (NEW. 1973, c. 788, §178 (RP).
877. RESPONSIBILITIES; DUTIES; EMPLOYEES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 84 (NEW. 1973, c. 788, §178 (RP).

Chapter 5: ABATEMENT

8101. STATE TAX ASSESSOR MAY MAKE ABATEMENT OF TAXES AND
SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1975, c. 771, §398 (NEW. 1979, c. 378, §1 (RP).

Chapter 7: UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

8111. DEFINITIONS

Asused in this Title, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following
meanings. [ 1981, c. 698, 8174 (AMD).]

1. Assessor. "Assessor" means the State Tax Assessor, except that, in Part 2, Property Taxes, it means
the State Tax Assessor with respect to the unorganized territory and the respective municipal assessors or
chief assessors of primary assessing areas with respect to the organized areas.

[ 1979, c. 378, §2 (NEW .]

| 10 . Generated
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Chapter 7: UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

1-A. Code. "Code" means the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and amendments to that
Code as of December 31, 2015.

[ 2015, c. 388, Pt. A 81 (AVMD); 2015, c. 388, Pt. A 8§16 (AFF) .]

1-B. Bureau. "Bureau" means the Bureau of Revenue Services, which may be referred to as "Maine
Revenue Services."

[ 1997, c. 668, §7 (AVD) .]

1-C. Board. For purposes of sections 151 and 151-D and section 191, subsection 2, paragraphs C,
XX and YY, "board" meansthe Maine Board of Tax Appeals as established in Title 5, section 12004-B,
subsection 10.

[ 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 81 (AMD); 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 841 (AFF) .]

2. Notice. "Notice" means written notification served personally, sent by certified mail or sent by first-
class mail to the last known address of the person for whom the notification isintended. A person's last
known address is the person's address as reported on the person’'s most recently filed Maine tax return or
as otherwise specified by the person in written correspondence on file with the bureau, unless the bureau
determines that a different address is the most current address for the person, in which case the bureau must
use that address. Notice by first-class mail is deemed to be received 3 days after the mailing, excluding
Sundays and legal holidays. If the State Tax Assessor is required by a provision of this Title to give notice by
certified mail and attempts to do so but the mailing is returned with the notation "unclaimed” or "refused” or
asimilar notation, the assessor may then give notice by sending the notification by first-class mail. In the case
of ajoint income tax return, notice may be a single joint notice except that, if the assessor is notified by either
spouse that separate residences have been established, the assessor must mail ajoint notice to each spouse. If
the person for whom notification isintended is deceased or under alegal disability, and the assessor knows of
the existence of afiduciary relationship with respect to that person, notice must be sent by first-class mail to
the last known address of the fiduciary.

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 81 (RPR .]

3. Person. "Person" means an individual, firm, partnership, association, society, club, corporation,
financial ingtitution, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, assignee or any other group or combination acting as
aunit, the State or Federal Government or any political subdivision or agency of either government.

[ 1997, c. 404, §1 (AVD); 1997, c. 404, §10 (AFF) .]

4. Return. "Return" means any document, digital file or electronic data transmission containing
information required by this Title to be reported to the State Tax Assessor.

[ 2003, c. 588, §1 (ANVD) .]

5. Tax. "Tax" means the total amount required to be paid, withheld and paid over or collected and paid
over with respect to estimated or actual tax liability under this Title, any credit or reimbursement allowed
or paid pursuant to this Title that is recoverable by the assessor and any amount assessed by the assessor
pursuant to this Title, including any interest or penalties provided by law. For purposes of this chapter,
"tax" also means any fee, fine, penalty or other debt owed to the State provided for by law if that fee, fine,
penalty or other debt is subject to collection by the assessor pursuant to statute or transferred to the bureau for
collection pursuant to section 112-A.

[ 2009, c. 625, §2 (AMVD) .]
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6. Tax Assessor.
[ 2007, c. 627, 83 (RP) .]

7. Taxpayer. "Taxpayer" means any person required to file areturn under this Title or to pay, withhold
and pay over or collect and pay over any tax imposed by this Title. For the purposes of sections 171, 175-A
and 176-A, "taxpayer" also means any person obligated to the State for the payment of afee, fine, penalty
or other obligation to the State provided for by law, if this obligation is subject to collection by the assessor
pursuant to an agreement entered into by the bureau and another agency of the State. "Taxpayer" also means
any pass-through entity doing business in the State or having a Maine resident member, includingan S
corporation, general partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, limited liability company or
similar entity, that is not taxed as a C corporation for federal tax purposes.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. QQ §1 (AMD); 2011, c. 655, Pt. QQ 88 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 378, §2 (NEW. 1981, c. 364, §85,6 (AMD). 1981, c. 698,

§8174, 175 (AMD). 1985, c. 535, §1 (AMD). 1987, c. 504, §2 (AWD). 1987,
c. 626, 81 (AMD). 1989, c. 242, §81,2 (AMD). 1989, c. 635, 8§81,2 (AWD).
1991, c. 33, 81 (AVD). 1991, c. 33, §2 (AFF). 1991, c. 754, §1 (AMD).

1991, c. 754, §2 (AFF). 1993, c. 107, §1 (AMD). 1993, c. 107, §2 (AFF).
1993, c. 504, §1 (AMD). 1993, c. 504, §2 (AFF). 1995, c. 118, §1 (AVD).
1995, c. 118, §2 (AFF). 1995 c. 538, §1 (AMD). 1995, c. 538, §2 (AFF).
1997, c. 127, §1 (AMD). 1997, c. 404, §1 (AMD). 1997, c. 404, 8§10

(AFF). 1997, c. 526, §84-6 (AMD). 1997, c. 596, §1 (AMD). 1997, c.
596, §2 (AFF). 1997, c. 668, §§7,8 (AMD). 1999, c. 520, §1 (AWD).

1999, c. 520, §5 (AFF). 1999, c. 548, §1 (AVD). 1999, c. 548, §2 (AFF).
1999, c. 708, 84 (AWD). 2001, c. 396, §1 (AMD). 2001, c. 441, §1 (AWD).
2001, c. 441, §2 (AFF). 2001, c. 559, §GGL (AMD). 2001, c. 559, §GG&26
(AFF). 2003, c. 255, §1 (AVD). 2003, c. 255, §2 (AFF). 2003, c. 479,
§1 (AMD). 2003, c. 479, §8 (AFF). 2003, c. 588, §1 (AMD). 2003, c.
705, §1 (AVD). 2003, c. 705, §14 (AFF). 2005, c. 12, §P1 (AMD). 2005,
c. 12, §P10 (AFF). 2005, c. 332, §3 (AWD). 2005, c. 486, §1 (AWD).
2005, c. 486, §2 (AFF). 2007, c. 240, Pt. CCC, §1 (AVD). 2007, c. 240,
Pt. CCC, §4 (AFF). 2007, c. 539, Pt. CCC, §1 (AMD). 2007, c. 539, Pt.
CCC, §19 (AFF). 2007, c. 539, Pt. OO, §2 (AWMD). 2007, c. 627, 83 (AWD).
2009, c. 213, Pt. BBBB, §1 (AMD). 2009, c. 213, Pt. BBBB, §17 (AFF).
2009, c. 434, §4 (AMD). 2009, c. 596, §1 (AMD). 2009, c. 596, §2 (AFF).
2009, c. 625, §2 (AMD). 2011, c. 1, Pt. P, 81 (AMD). 2011, c. 1, Pt. P,
§2 (AFF). 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, §1 (AMD). 2011, c. 530, §1 (AMD). 2011,
c. 530, §2 (AFF). 2011, c. 655, Pt. QQ §1 (AVMD). 2011, c. 655 Pt. QQ
§8 (AFF). 2011, c. 694, §2 (AMD). 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §1 (AWD). 2013,
c. 331, Pt. C, 841 (AFF). 2013, c. 368, Pt. TT, 81 (AMD). 2013, c. 368,
Pt. TT, §20 (AFF). 2013, c. 472, §1 (AVD). 2013, c. 472, §2 (AFF).
2015, c. 1, 81 (AMD). 2015, c. 1, 8§15 (AFF). 2015, c. 388, Pt. A, 81
(AVMD). 2015, c. 388, Pt. A 8§16 (AFF).

8112. STATE TAX ASSESSOR

1. General powersand duties. The assessor shall administer and enforce the tax laws enacted under
this Title and under Title 29-A, and may adopt rules and require such information to be reported as necessary.
The assessor may investigate, enforce and prosecute activities defined as crimesin this Title and in Title 17-
A, sections 358, 751 and 903. The assessor shall provide, at the time of issuance, to one or more entities that
publish a monthly state tax service all rules, bulletins, taxpayer notices or alerts, notices of rulemaking, any
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other taxpayer information issued by the assessor, and all substantive amendments or modifications of the
same, for publication by that entity or entities. When a significant change has occurred in bureau policy or
practice or in the interpretation by the bureau of any law, rule or instruction bulletin, the assessor shall, within
60 days of the change, provide to the same publishing entity or entities written notice, suitable for publication,
of the change.

[ 1999, c. 127, Pt. A 847 (RPR .]

2. Organization. The assessor may employ deputies, assistants and employees as necessary, subject
to the Civil Service Law unless otherwise provided, and distribute the duties given to the assessor or to the
bureau among those persons or divisions in that bureau the assessor considers necessary for economy and
efficiency in administration. An officer within each division of the bureau must be designated by the assessor
asdirector of that division. The assessor, for enforcement and administrative purposes, may divide the State
into a reasonable number of districts in which branch offices may be maintained.

The Office of Tax Policy, referred to in this paragraph as "the office," is established within the bureau. The
head of the office is the Associate Commissioner for Tax Policy, who reports directly to, and serves at the
pleasure of, the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services and who must have an advanced
degree in economics, statistics, accounting, business, law or public policy. The officeis responsible for:
providing economic and legal policy analysis on tax issues; oversight of tax legislation review; providing
revenue forecasting analysis to the Revenue Forecasting Committee under Title 5, section 1710-E; the
preparation of tax expenditure reports; the establishment of policy criteria reflected in bureau rules and
advisory rulings; and related public relations.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. |, §7 (AVD); 2011, c. 655, Pt. |, 8§11 (AFF) .]

3. Examination of witnesses. The assessor may summon and examine under oath any person whose
testimony is considered necessary to the proper discharge of the assessor's duties and may require the
production of all books or other documentsin the custody or control of that person that relate to any matter
that the assessor has authority to investigate or determine. This examination may be conducted by an agent
designated by the assessor and is considered an "official proceeding” within the meaning of that term in Title
17-A, section 451. The assessor or that agent may administer all oaths required under this Title and may, in
the assessor's discretion, reduce any examination under oath to writing. Any person summoned under this
section is entitled to receive at the same time a copy of the Taxpayer Bill of Rights statement required to be
prepared under subsection 7-A.

Any justice of the Superior Court and, with respect to the taxes imposed under Part 6, any judge of probate,
upon application of the assessor, may compel the attendance of witnesses and the giving of testimony before
the assessor in the same manner, to the same extent and subject to the same penalties asif before the court
over which that justice or judge presides.

[ 1997, c. 526, §7 (AVD) .]

4. Examination of records and premises. Whenever necessary to the administration of this Title, the
assessor may make, or cause to be made by an employee, an examination or investigation of the place of
business, books and other documents and any other relevant personal property of any person who the assessor
has reason to believeisliable for any tax imposed by this Title.

At the conclusion of an audit, the assessor or an agent shall conduct an audit conference with the taxpayer and
shall give the taxpayer awritten summary of the audit findings, including the legal basis for the audit findings
and adjustments, along with copies of relevant bureau audit workpapers.

[ 2003, c. 668, §7 (AMD); 2003, c. 668, §12 (AFF) .]
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5. Contract authority. The assessor is authorized to contract with persons on an independent contract
basis for the furnishing of technical servicesto assist the assessor in the administration of this Title.

[ 1997, c. 526, §7 (AMVD) .]

5-A. Agreementswith other governments. The assessor may enter into agreements with other
governments for assistance in the administration and enforcement of this Title if the disclosure of information
to duly authorized officers of those governments is permitted by section 191, subsection 2, paragraph D.

[ 2009, c. 496, §1 (ANVD) .]

6. Agent for collection. The assessor is authorized to name any of the assessor's employees as agents to
collect any tax imposed under this Title.

[ 1997, c. 526, §7 (AVD) .]

7. Evaluation of tax systems. The assessor and the Office of Tax Policy shall investigate and examine
the systems and methods of taxation of other states and make careful and constant inquiry into the practical
operation and effect of the laws of this State, in comparison with the laws of other states, with the view of
ascertaining wherein the tax laws of this State are defective, inefficient, inoperative or inequitable.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. |, 8 (AWD); 2011, c. 655, Pt. |, 8§11 (AFF) .]

7-A. Taxpayer Bill of Rights. The assessor shall prepare a statement describing in ssimple and
nontechnical terms the rights of ataxpayer and the obligations of the bureau during an audit. The statement
must also explain the procedures by which ataxpayer may appeal any adverse decision of the assessor,
including reconsideration under section 151, appeals to the Maine Board of Tax Appeals and judicial appeals.
This statement must be distributed by the bureau to any taxpayer contacted with respect to the determination
or collection of any tax, excluding the normal mailing of tax forms. This paragraph does not apply to criminal
tax investigations conducted by the assessor or by the Attorney General.

[ 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 82 (AMD); 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 841 (AFF) .]
8. Additional duties. In addition to the duties specified in this Title, the assessor has the following
duties:

A. Collection of the tax on fire insurance companiesimposed by Title 25, section 2399; [ 2011, c.
548, 810 (AMD).]

B. [2009, c. 434, 85 (RP).]
C. [2015, c. 314, 8§33 (RP).]

D. Administration of the premium imposed on motor vehicle oil under Title 10, section 1020; and
[2011, c. 548, 810 (AMD).]

E. Administration of reports and payments required under Title 38, section 3108. [ 2015, c¢. 166,
8§11 (AMD).]

[ 2015, c. 166, §11 (AMD); 2015, c. 314, 8§33 (AWD) .]

9. Services provided to another agency of State. The assessor may undertake, by written agreement
with another agency of the State, to provide or assist with revenue collection services for that agency.

[ 2007, c. 539, Pt. OO, §3 (AMVD) .]
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9-A. Review of telecommunicationstaxation.
[ 2001, c. 652, §3 (RP) .]
10. Title. The State Tax Assessor may be referred to as the "executive director" or the "director."”
[ 1997, c. 668, 89 (NEW .]
11. Report to the Legislature.
[ 2001, c. 652, 84 (RP) .]
12. State Tax Assessor to calculate conformity factor.
[ 2001, c. 714, Pt. AA 81 (RP) .]

13. Set-off agreements. The assessor may enter into agreements with other taxing jurisdictions to
provide for collection of tax debts by means of setoffs as provided in this subsection.

A. The assessor may enter into an agreement with the Federal Government pursuant to the Code, Section
6402(e) to set off against tax refunds payable by the Federal Government and pay to this State taxes
owed to thisState. [ 2009, c. 361, 85 (NEW.]

B. The assessor may enter into an agreement with another state or an agency of another state to set off
against tax refunds payable by the other state and pay to this State taxes owed to this State. [ 2009,
c. 361, 85 (NEW.]

C. In conjunction with an agreement authorized under paragraph B, the assessor may enter into an
agreement that allows the other state to set off against tax refunds payable by this State taxes owed to
the other state. The assessor may enter into an agreement authorized by this paragraph only if the other
state allows this State to set off against tax refunds owed by the other state taxes owed to this State on
substantially similar terms. [ 2009, c. 361, 85 (NEW.]

D. The assessor may enter into an agreement authorized by paragraph C only if the agreement provides
that the other state may not set off against tax refunds payable by this State unless the other state has
notified the taxpayer of the taxes due and has given the taxpayer an opportunity for review or appeal

of the tax debt. The other state must certify to the assessor that it has notified the taxpayer of the taxes
due and has given the taxpayer an opportunity for review or appeal of the tax debt before the setoff is
exercised. [ 2009, c. 361, 85 (NEW.]

E. For purposes of this subsection, "tax" includes monetary restitution ordered to be paid to the bureau
as part of a sentence imposed for aviolation of this Title or Title17-A. [ 2009, c. 361, 8§85

(NEW . ]
[ 2009, c. 361, §5 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, §7 (NEW. 1983, c. 480, §A39 (AMD). 1985, c. 785, §B168
(AVD). 1989, c. 848, §81,2 (AMD). 1991, c. 873, §81,2 (AVD). 1995, c.
281, §1 (AVD). 1995, c. 639, §1 (AMD). 1997, c. 459, 84 (AVD). 1997,
c. 495, §83,4 (AVD). 1997, c. 526, §7 (AVD). 1997, c. 668, §9 (AWD).
1999, c. 127, §8A47-49 (AVD). 1999, c. 169, §1 (AVD). 1999, c. 488,
§1 (AMD). 2001, c. 396, §2 (AMD). 2001, c. 439, §L5 (AMD). 2001, c.
559, §GG2 (AMD). 2001, c. 559, §G®6 (AFF). 2001, c. 652, §83,4 (AWD).
2001, c. 714, 8AAl (AVD). 2003, c. 668, §7 (AVD). 2003, c. 668, §12
(AFF). 2007, c. 539, Pt. OO §3 (AMD). 2009, c. 361, §5 (AMD). 2009,
c. 434, §85-7 (AVD). 2009, c. 496, §§81, 2 (AMD). 2011, c. 211, 8§17
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(AVMD). 2011, c. 655, Pt. |, §§7, 8 (AWD). 2011, c. 655, Pt. I, §11
(AFF). 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §2 (AVD). 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §41 (AFF).
2015, c. 166, §11 (AVD). 2015, c. 314, 8§33 (AWD).

8112-A. AGREEMENTS FOR TRANSFER FROM ANOTHER STATE AGENCY
OF DEBT FOR COLLECTION

1. Generally. Any agency of the State may transfer to the bureau solely for the purposes of collection
any fee, fine, penalty or other debt owed to the State provided for by law if the debt is final without further
right of administrative or judicial review and if the transfer of the debt is made pursuant to awritten
agreement entered into by the bureau and that agency.

[ 2007, c. 539, Pt. OO, §4 (NEW .]

2. Transfer of collected proceeds. After the deduction of the assessor's collection fee authorized by
subsection 3, the assessor shall remit collections of the transferred debt to the creditor agency.

[ 2007, c. 539, Pt. OO, 84 (NEW .]

3. Collection fee. A collection fee calculated pursuant to section 114 for service costs of the assessor
in undertaking the collection of transferred debt may be charged to the creditor agency. The fee may be
deducted from collected amounts transferred to the creditor agency and deposited in the Bureau of Revenue
Services Fund, Internal Services Fund account authorized by section 114. If acreditor agency is either entitled
to federal matching funds against all debts collected or required by federal regulations to specially handle
debts collected, the assessor shall transfer to that creditor agency the gross proceeds from collections of the
transferred debt, and that agency shall promptly reimburse the collection fee to the assessor for deposit in the
Bureau of Revenue Services Fund, Internal Services Fund account.

[ 2007, c. 539, Pt. OO 84 (NEW .]

4. Accounting. The creditor agency shall credit the account of the debtor with the full amount of
the collected debt, including the collection fee retained by, or reimbursed to, the assessor, except that the
collection fee may not be credited to the account of an individual required to make restitution as provided in
Title 17-A, section 1152, subsection 2-A.

[ 2007, c. 539, Pt. OO, §4 (NEW .]

5. Priority. The assessor may proceed with collection of any tax, including transferred debt deemed a
tax debt pursuant to section 111, subsection 5, in any order of priority among such tax obligations.

[ 2007, c. 539, Pt. OO, 84 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2007, c. 539, Pt. 0O, 84 (NEW.

§113. AUDIT AND COLLECTION EXPENSES

1. Contract audit and collection programs. The State Controller may transfer from the General Fund
and the Highway Fund amounts authorized by the State Tax Assessor equal to the expenses of those contract
audit and collection programs for which the fees are contingent on the amount collected. These amounts
transferred must be deposited into a dedicated, nonlapsing account to be used solely for the purpose of paying
these expenses. Interest earned on balances in the account accrue to the account. The assessor shall notify the
State Controller of the amounts to be transferred pursuant to this section. The assessor shall annually report to
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the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters and appropriations
and financial affairs the amounts collected and the costs incurred of programs administered pursuant to this
section.

[ 1999, c. 708, §5 (NEW .]

2. Credit card fees. The State Tax Assessor may subtract from revenues received credit card fees
incurred by the assessor in connection with the following:

A. The collection of delinquent taxes imposed by this Title; and [ 2007, c. 438, 84 (AMD).]
B. The collection of property taxes in the unorganized territory. [ 2007, c¢. 438, 85 (AMD). ]
C. [2007, c. 438, 86 (RP).]

[ 2007, c. 438, §§4-6 (AWD) .]

3. Federal offset fees. The State Tax Assessor may subtract from revenues received fees imposed upon
the State by the United States Department of the Treasury for offsetting state income tax obligations against
federal income tax refunds pursuant to Section 6402(e) of the Code.

[ 1999, c. 708, §5 (NEW .]

4. Recording fees. The State Controller may transfer from the General Fund amounts authorized by
the State Tax Assessor equal to the feesimposed upon the State by a register of deeds pursuant to Title 33,
section 751. These amounts transferred must be deposited into a dedicated, nonlapsing account to be used
solely for the purpose of paying those fees. Interest earned on balances in the account accrue to the account.
The assessor shall notify the State Controller of the amounts to be transferred pursuant to this subsection.

[ 2005, c. 622, §2 (NEW; 2005, c. 622, 8§35 (AFF) .]

5. Financial institution computer data match costs. The State Tax Assessor may subtract from
revenues received fees authorized under section 176-B for payment to financial institutions for the actual
costs incurred in matching taxpayer information against account records, the cost of holding financial
institutions harmless for good faith actions under section 176-B and for costs related to the implementation
and operation of the financial institution computer data match program provided in section 176-B.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA §7 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1989, c. 880, §B1 (NEW. 1995, c. 281, §2 (AVD). 1999, c. 16, §E4
(AFF). 1999, c. 16, §F1 (RPR). 1999, c. 708, §5 (RPR). 2005, c. 622,
§2 (AMD). 2005, c. 622, §35 (AFF). 2007, c. 438, §84-6 (AVD). 2009, c.
213, Pt. AAAA §7 (AWD).

8114. INTERNAL SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE BUREAU

1. Internal Services Fund account established. The bureau shall establish, through the Office of the
State Controller, the Bureau of Revenue Services Fund, Internal Services Fund account. The funds deposited
in this account include, but are not limited to, appropriations transferred to the account, funds transferred to
the account from within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, funds received from state
departments and agencies using the collection services and imaging and scanning services provided by the
bureau and earnings by the fund from the Treasurer of State's investment cash pool.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. F, §2 (NEW; 2003, c. 600, §4 (REV) .]
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2. Rate schedule. The bureau may levy charges according to arate schedule recommended by the
assessor and approved by the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services against all departments
using the services of the bureau.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. F, 82 (NEW .]

3. Calculation of charges. Service chargesfor collections and imaging and scanning services must be
calculated to provide for equipment replacement costs, operating costs, necessary capital investment, personal
services and necessary working capital for the Bureau of Revenue Services Fund, Internal Services Fund
account.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. F, 82 (NEW .]

4. Staff. The assessor shall appoint staff, as approved by the Legidature and subject to the Civil Service
Law, necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. F, 82 (NEW .]

5. Departments and agenciesto budget funds. Each department or agency using the services of the
bureau must budget adequate funds to pay for the collection services and imaging and scanning services
provided by the bureau.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. F, 82 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 281, 83 (NEW. 1997, c. 526, §8 (AMD). 1997, c. 643, §F2
(RPR). 2003, c. 600, 84 (REV).

§115. PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD

The State Tax Assessor may establish procedures permitting payment of taxes by the use of credit cards.
The assessor may contract with one or more entities for the purpose of enabling the assessor to accept and
process credit card transactions only if under any such contract the State does not incur any charges or fees
from accepting payment by credit card, the State does not have any liability to the credit card company or
processor from nonpayment of credit card charges by the taxpayer, any fee associated with payment of taxes
by credit card is disclosed to the taxpayer prior to commencement of the transaction and directly charged
to the taxpayer and collected by the processor, all credit card payments are electronically transmitted to
the State by the processor immediately upon approval of the credit transaction and the processor retains
all responsibility for approving or rejecting all proposed credit card payments. [ 2005, c¢. 622, 83

(NEW. ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 622, 83 (NEW.

§135. RECORD-KEEPING REQUIREMENTS

1. Taxpayers. Persons subject to tax under this Title shall maintain such records as the State Tax
Assessor determines necessary for the reasonable administration of this Title. Records pertaining to taxes
imposed by chapters 371, 575 and 577 and by Part 8 must be retained as long as is required by applicable
federal law and regulation. Records pertaining to the special fuel tax user returns filed pursuant to section
3209, subsection 2 and the International Fuel Tax Agreement pursuant to section 3209, subsection 1-B
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must be retained for 4 years. Records pertaining to all other taxes imposed by this Title must be retained
for aperiod of at least 6 years. The records must be kept in such a manner as to ensure their security and
accessibility for inspection by the assessor or any designated agent engaged in the administration of this Title.

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. M 81 (AVD) .]

2. Bureau of Revenue Services. Returnsfiled under this Title or microfilm reproductions or digital
images of those returns must be preserved for 3 years and thereafter until the State Tax Assessor orders their
destruction.

[ 2003, c. 588, §2 (ANVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 378, §3 (NEW. 1995, c. 281, §4 (AVD). 1997, c. 526, §14
(AVMD). 2001, c. 396, §3 (AVD). 2003, c. 588, §2 (AVD). 2007, c. 438,
§7 (AVMD). 2011, c. 380, Pt. M 81 (AMD).

8141. ASSESSMENT

1. General provisions. Except as otherwise provided by this Title, an amount of tax that a person
declares on areturn filed with the State Tax Assessor to be due to the State is deemed to be assessed at
thetimethe returnisfiled and is payable on or before the date prescribed for filing the return, determined
without regard to an extension of time granted for filing the return. When areturn isfiled, the assessor shall
examine it and may conduct audits or investigations to determine the correct tax liability. If the assessor
determines that the amount of tax shown on the return is less than the correct amount, the assessor shall
assess the tax due the State and provide notice to the taxpayer of the assessment. Except as provided in
subsection 2, an assessment may not be made after 3 years from the date the return wasfiled or 3 years
from the date the return was required to be filed, whichever islater. The assessor may make a supplemental
assessment within the assessment period prescribed by this section for the same period, periods or partial
periods previously assessed if the assessor determines that a previous assessment understates the tax due or
otherwise isimperfect or incomplete in any material respect.

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, §2 (AWD) .]

2. Exceptions. The following are exceptions to the 3-year time limit specified in subsection 1.

A. An assessment may be made within 6 years from the date the return was filed if the tax liability
shown on the return, after adjustments necessary to correct any mathematical errors apparent on the
face of the return, isless than 1/2 of the tax liability determined by the assessor. In determining whether
the 50% threshold provided by this paragraph is satisfied, the assessor may not consider any portion

of the understated tax liability for which the taxpayer has substantial authority supporting its position.
[2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 83 (AMD).]

B. An assessment may be made at any time with respect to atime period for which a fraudulent return
hasbeenfiled. [ 1979, c. 378, 84 (NEW.]

C. An assessment may be made at any time with respect to a period for which areturn has become
due but has not been filed. If a person who hasfailed to file a return does not provide to the assessor,
within 60 days of receipt of notice, information that the assessor considers necessary to determine the
person's tax liability for that period, the assessor may assess an estimated tax liability based upon the
best information otherwise available. In any proceeding for the collection of tax for that period, that
estimate is prima facie evidence of the tax liability. The 60-day period provided by this paragraph
must be extended for an additional 60 days if the taxpayer requests an extension in writing prior to the
expiration of the original 60-day period. [ 2011, c¢. 1, Pt. BB, 81 (AMD); 2011, c.
1, Pt. BB, 83 (AFF).]
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D. [2007, c. 627, §4 (RP).]

E. Thetime limitations for assessment specified in this section may be extended to any later dateto
which the assessor and taxpayer agree inwriting. [ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 83 (AMD).]

[ 2011, c. 1, Pt. BB, 81 (AWMD); 2011, c. 1, Pt. BB, 83 (AFF); 2011, c.
380, Pt. J, 83 (AWD) .]

3. Abatement.
[ 1985, c. 691, 81 (RP) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 378, 84 (NEW. 1981, c. 364, §8 (AMD). 1985, c. 691, §1 (AWD).
2001, c. 396, §4 (AMD). 2003, c. 451, §HHL (AVD). 2003, c. 451, §HH2
(AFF). 2007, c. 627, §4 (AVD). 2009, c. 496, §3 (AWMD). 2011, c. 1, Pt.
BB, §1 (AMD). 2011, c. 1, Pt. BB, §3 (AFF). 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, §§82, 3
( AVD) .

8142. CANCELLATION AND ABATEMENT

The State Tax Assessor may, within 3 years from the date of assessment or whenever a written request
has been submitted by ataxpayer within 3 years of the date of assessment, cancel any tax that has been levied
illegaly. In addition, if justice requires, the assessor may, with the approval of the Governor or the Governor's
designee, abate, within 3 years from the date of assessment or whenever awritten request has been submitted
by ataxpayer within 3 years of the date of assessment, all or any part of any tax assessed by the assessor. The
decision of the assessor pursuant to this section not to abate all or any part of any tax assessed under this Title
is not subject to review under section 151. [ 1999, c. 708, 86 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 691, §2 (NEW. 1997, c. 504, §2 (AMD). 1999, c. 414, §6 (AMD).
1999, c. 521, SAL (AMD). 1999, c. 708, §6 (RPR).

8143. COMPROMISE OF TAX LIABILITY

The State Tax Assessor may compromise atax liability arising under this Title upon the grounds of
doubt asto liability or doubt as to collectibility, or both. Upon acceptance by the assessor of an offer in
compromise, the liability of the taxpayer in question is conclusively settled and neither the taxpayer nor the
assessor may reopen the case except by reason of falsification or concealment of assets by the taxpayer, fraud
or mutual mistake of amaterial fact. The decision of the assessor to reject an offer in compromise is not
subject to review under section 151. The assessor's authority to compromise atax liability pursuant to this
section is separate from and in addition to the assessor's authority to cancel or abate atax liability pursuant to
section 142. [ 2011, c. 439, 81 (AWD); 2011, c. 439, 8§12 (AFF).]

The submission of an offer in compromise does not automatically operate to stay the collection of atax
liahility, but the assessor may stay collection action if the interests of the State are not jeopardized by that
action. [ 1993, c. 486, 81 (NEW.]

The assessor may adopt rules regarding the procedures to be followed for the submission and
consideration of offersin compromise. [ 1993, c. 486, 81 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 486, §1 (NEW. 1999, c. 708, §7 (AWD). 2011, c. 439, §1 (AWD).
2011, c. 439, §12 (AFF).
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8144. APPLICATION FOR REFUND

1. Generally. A taxpayer may request acredit or refund of any tax that isimposed by this Title or
administered by the State Tax Assessor within 3 years from the date the return was filed or 3 years from
the date the tax was paid, whichever period expires later. Every claim for refund must be submitted to the
assessor in writing and must state the specific grounds upon which the claim is founded and the tax period
for which the refund is claimed. A claim for refund is deemed to be arequest for reconsideration of an
assessment under section 151.

[ 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 83 (AMD): 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 841 (AFF) .]

2. Exceptions.

A. Subsection 1 does not apply in the case of premiums imposed pursuant to Title 10, section 1020,
subsection 6-A, sales and use taxes imposed by Part 3, estate taxes imposed by chapter 575 or 577,
income taxes imposed by Part 8 and any other tax imposed by this Title for which a specific statutory
refund provision exists. [ 2011, c. 211, 8§18 (AMD); 2011, c. 380, Pt. M 82
(AMVD) . ]

B. For any claim by an individual for credit or arefund of any tax imposed under this Title, the assessor
may toll the applicable statute of limitations for a period of up to 3 years on the grounds of mental
incapacity of the claimant. The period may be tolled only if the mental incapacity existed at atime
when the claim could have been timely filed. The limitations period resumes running when the mental
incapacity no longer exists. For the purposes of this paragraph, the term "mental incapacity” means the
overall inability to function in society that prevents an individual from protecting the individual's legal
rights. [ 1997, c. 668, 810 (NEW.]

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. M 82 (AWD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 281, 85 (NEW. 1997, c. 668, 8§10 (AMD). 1999, c. 708, §8

(AVMD). 2001, c. 396, 85 (AMD). 2011, c. 1, Pt. DD, 81 (AMD). 2011, c.
1, Pt. DD, §4 (AFF). 2011, c. 211, §18 (AMD). 2011, c. 380, Pt. M §2
(AVD). 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §3 (AMD). 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 8§41 (AFF).

8§145. DECLARATION OF JEOPARDY

If the State Tax Assessor determines that the collection of any tax will be jeopardized by delay, the
assessor, upon giving notice of this determination to the person liable for the tax by personal service or
certified mail, may demand an immediate return with respect to any period or immediate payment of any tax
declared to bein jeopardy, or both, and may terminate the current reporting period and demand an immediate
return and payment with respect to that period. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, taxes declared to
bein jeopardy are payable immediately, and the assessor may proceed immediately to collect those taxes by
any collection method authorized by this Title. The person liable for the tax may stay collection by requesting
reconsideration of the declaration of jeopardy in accordance with section 151 and depositing with the assessor
within 30 days from receipt of notice of the determination of jeopardy abond or other security in the amount
of the liability with respect to which the stay of collection is sought. A determination of jeopardy by the
assessor is presumed to be correct, and the burden of showing otherwise is on the taxpayer. [ 2011, c.
380, Pt. J, 84 (AWD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2007, c. 627, 85 (NEW. 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 8§84 (AWD).
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§151. REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF STATE TAX ASSESSOR

1. Petition for reconsideration. A person who is subject to an assessment by the State Tax Assessor
or entitled by law to receive notice of a determination of the assessor and who is aggrieved as a result of that
action may request in writing, within 60 days after receipt of notice of the assessment or the determination,
reconsideration by the assessor of the assessment or the determination. If a person receives notice of an
assessment and does not file a petition for reconsideration within the specified time period, areview is not
available in Superior Court or before the board regardless of whether the taxpayer subsequently makes
payment and requests a refund.

[ 2011, c. 694, §3 (RPR) .]

2. Reconsideration by division. If apetition for reconsideration is filed within the specified time
period, the assessor shall reconsider the assessment or the determination as provided in this subsection.

A. Upon receipt by the assessor, all petitions for reconsideration must be forwarded for review and
response to the division in the bureau from which the determination issued. [ 2011, c. 694, 83
(RPR) . ]

B. Within 90 days of receipt of the petition for reconsideration by the responding division, the division
shall approve or deny, in whole or in part, the relief requested. Prior to rendering its decision and during
the 90 days, the division may attempt to resolve issues with the petitioner through informal discussion
and settlement negotiations with the objective of narrowing the issues for an appeals conference or court
review, and may concede or settle individual issues based on the facts and the law, including the hazards
of litigation. By mutual consent of the division and the petitioner, the 90 days may be extended for good
cause, such asto alow further factual investigation or litigation of an issue by that or another taxpayer
pendingincourt. [ 2011, c. 694, 83 (RPR).]

C. If the matter between the division and the petitioner is not resolved within the 90-day period, and

any extension thereof, the petitioner may consider the petition for reconsideration denied. The petitioner
may not consider the petition for reconsideration denied after either the reconsidered decision has

been received by the petitioner or the expiration of 9 years following the filing of the petition for
reconsideration, whichever occursfirst. A petition for reconsideration considered denied pursuant to this
paragraph constitutes final agency action. A petitioner elects to consider the petition for reconsideration
denied pursuant to this paragraph by:

(1) For asmall claim request, filing a petition for review in Superior Court. For purposes of this
subparagraph, "small claim request” has the same meaning as in paragraph E; or
(2) For al other requests:

(a) Filing a statement of appeal with the board; or

(b) Filing a petition for review in Superior Court. [ 2011, c¢. 694, 83 (RPR).]

D. A reconsideration by the division is not an adjudicatory proceeding within the meaning of that termin
the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. [ 2011, c. 694, 83 (RPR).]

E. A reconsidered decision rendered on any request other than a small claim request constitutes the
assessor's final determination, subject to review either by the board or directly by the Superior Court.

A reconsidered decision rendered on asmall claim request constitutes the assessor's final determination
and final agency action and is subject to de novo review by the Superior Court. For purposes of this
paragraph, "small claim request” means a petition for reconsideration when the amount of tax or refund
request in controversy islessthan $1,000. [ 2013, c. 45, 84 (AMD).]

F. A person who wishes to appeal areconsidered decision under this section:

(1) To the board must file awritten statement of appeal with the board within 60 days after receipt
of the reconsidered decision; or
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(2) Directly to the Superior Court must file a petition for review in the Superior Court within 60
days after receipt of the reconsidered decision.

If a person does not file arequest for review with the board or the Superior Court within the time period
specified in this paragraph, the reconsidered decision becomes final and no further review is available.
[2011, c. 694, 83 (NEW.]

G. Upon receipt of a statement of appeal or petition for review filed by a person pursuant to paragraph
F, the board or Superior Court shall conduct a de novo hearing and make a de novo determination of
the merits of the case. The board or Superior Court shall enter those orders and decrees as the case
may require. The burden of proof is on the person, except as otherwise provided by law. [ 2011, c.
694, 83 (NEW.]

[ 2013, c. 45, 8§84 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1977, c. 694, §676 (NEW. 1979, c. 378, §5 (AVD). 1981, c. 364, §9
(AVD). 1989, c. 848, §3 (AVD). 1989, c. 871, §2 (AVD). 1991, c. 824,
§B10 (AVD). 1991, c. 873, §3 (RPR). 1993, c. 395, 8§32 (AFF). 1993,

c. 395 §2 (RPR). 1997, c. 668, §11 (AMD). 1999, c. 414, §7 (AWD).
2001, c. 583, §1 (AMD). 2003, c. 242, §1 (AMD). 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 85
(AVD). 2011, c. 439, §12 (AFF). 2011, c. 439, §2 (RPR). 2011, c. 694,
§3 (RPR). 2013, c. 45, §4 (AWD).

8151-A. ADDITIONAL SAFEGUARDS

1. Recording of interviews. The State Tax Assessor, upon advance request, shall allow ataxpayer to
make an audio recording of any in-person interview concerning the determination and collection of any tax.
The recording must be made at the taxpayer's own expense and with that person's own equipment.

The State Tax Assessor may record the interview if the State Tax Assessor:

A. Informs the taxpayer of the recording prior to theinterview; and [ 1989, c. 848, §4
(NEW . ]
B. Upon request of the taxpayer, provides the taxpayer with a transcript or copy of the recording, but

only if the taxpayer provides reimbursement for the cost of the transcription and reproduction of the
transcript or copy. [ 1989, c. 848, 84 (NEW.]

[ 1989, c. 848, §4 (NEW .]

2. Representative of taxpayer. The taxpayer may bring to any interview with the State Tax Assessor or
to any proceeding pursuant to section 151-D any attorney, certified public accountant, enrolled agent, enrolled
actuary or any other person permitted to represent the taxpayer. If the taxpayer does not bring anyone to the
interview or proceeding but clearly states at any time during the interview or proceeding that the taxpayer
wishes to consult with an attorney, certified public accountant, enrolled agent, enrolled actuary or any other
person permitted to represent the taxpayer, the State Tax Assessor shall suspend the interview or the board
shall suspend the proceeding. The suspension must occur even if the taxpayer has answered one or more
guestions before that point in the interview or proceeding. The interview must be rescheduled to be held
within 10 working days.

[ 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 84 (AMD): 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 841 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 848, 84 (NEW. 2013, c. 45, §5 (AMD). 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §4
(AVMD). 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 841 (AFF).
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8151-B. INDEPENDENT APPEALS OFFICE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
2011, c. 439, §3 (NEW. 2011, c. 439, §12 (AFF). 2011, c. 694, §4 (RP).

8§151-C. TAXPAYER ADVOCATE

1. Appointment. The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services shall hire the taxpayer
advocate as an employee of the bureau. The taxpayer advocate need not be an attorney.

[ 2011, c. 694, §5 (AVD) .]

2. Duties and responsibilities. The duties and responsibilities of the taxpayer advocate are to:

A. Assist taxpayersin resolving problems with the bureau; [ 2011, c. 439, 84 (NEW;
2011, c. 439, 812 (AFF).]

B. Identify areas in which taxpayers have problems in dealings with the bureau; [ 2011, c¢. 439,
84 (NEW,; 2011, c. 439, 812 (AFF).]

C. Propose changes in the administrative practices of the bureau to mitigate problems identified under
paragraph B; and [ 2011, c. 439, 84 (NEW; 2011, c. 439, 812 (AFF).]

D. Identify legislative changes that may be appropriate to mitigate problemsidentified under paragraph
B. [2011, c. 439, 84 (NEW; 2011, c. 439, 812 (AFF).]
[ 2011, c. 439, 84 (NEW; 2011, c. 439, 812 (AFF) .]

3. Annual report. Beginning in 2012, the taxpayer advocate shall prepare and submit by August 1st
an annual report of activities of the taxpayer advocate to the Governor, the assessor and the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters.

[ 2011, c. 439, §4 (NEW: 2011, c. 439, 8§12 (AFF) .]

4. Investigation. The taxpayer advocate may investigate complaints affecting taxpayers generally or any
particular taxpayer or group of taxpayers and, when appropriate, make recommendations to the assessor with
respect to these complaints. The assessor shall provide aformal response to all recommendations submitted to
the assessor by the taxpayer advocate within 3 months after submission to the assessor.

[ 2011, c. 439, 84 (NEW; 2011, c. 439, §12 (AFF) .]

5. Response. The assessor shall establish procedures to provide for aformal response to all
recommendations submitted to the assessor by the taxpayer advocate.

[ 2011, c. 439, §4 (NEW; 2011, c. 439, §12 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2011, c. 439, §4 (NEW. 2011, c. 439, §12 (AFF). 2011, c. 694, 85
(AVD) .
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8151-D. MAINE BOARD OF TAX APPEALS

1. Board established. The Maine Board of Tax Appeals, established in Title 5, section 12004-B,
subsection 10, is established as an independent board within the Department of Administrative and Financial
Services and is not subject to the supervision or control of the bureau. The purpose of the board isto provide
taxpayers with afair system of resolving controversies with the bureau and to ensure due process.

[ 2011, c. 694, §6 (NEW .]

2. Members, appointment. The board consists of 3 members appointed by the Governor, subject
to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters and
confirmation by the Legislature. No more than 2 members of the board may be members of the same political
party. The Governor shall designate one board member to serve as chair. The Governor may remove any
member of the board for cause.

[ 2011, c. 694, §6 (NEW .]

3. Qualifications. The members of the board must be residents of this State and must be selected on
the basis of their knowledge of and experience in taxation. A member of the board may not hold any elective
office or any public office involving assessment of taxes or administration of any of the tax laws of this State.
At least one member must be an attorney. No more than 2 members may be attorneys.

[ 2011, c. 694, §6 (NEW .]

4. Terms. Members of the board are appointed for terms of 3 years. A member may not serve more than
2 consecutive terms, plus any initial term of less than 3 years. A vacancy must be filled by the Governor for
the unexpired term subject to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over taxation matters and confirmation by the Legislature during the next legidlative session.

[ 2011, c. 694, §6 (NEW .]

5. Quorum. Two members of the board constitute a quorum. A vacancy in the board does not impair the
power of the remaining membersto exercise al the powers of the board.

[ 2011, c. 694, §6 (NEW .]

6. Compensation. A member of the board is entitled to a per diem of $100. Board members receive
reimbursement for their actual, necessary cash expenses while on official business of the board.

[ 2011, c. 694, §6 (NEW .]

7. Powersand duties. The board has al powers as are necessary to carry out its functions. The board
may be represented by legal counsel. The board may delegate any duties as necessary.

[ 2011, c. 694, §6 (NEW .]

8. Appeals office. The board shall establish and maintain an office, referred to in this section as "the
appeals office," in the City of Augustato assist the board in carrying out the purposes of this section. The
board may meet and conduct business at any place within the State.

[ 2011, c. 694, §6 (NEW .]
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9. Chief Appeals Officer; appeals office. The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services
shall appoint the Chief Appeals Officer to assist the board and manage the appeals office. The Chief Appeals
Officer must be a citizen of the United States and have substantial knowledge of tax law. The Chief Appeals
Officer is an unclassified employee at salary range 33. The Chief Appeals Officer serves at the pleasure of the
commissioner. The Chief Appeals Officer shall:

A. Subject to policies and procedures established by the board, manage the work of the appeals office
and hire personnel, including subordinate appeals officers and other professional, technical and support
personnel; [ 2011, c. 694, 86 (NEW.]

B. Assist the board in the development and implementation of rules, policies and procedures to carry out
the provisions of this section and section 151 and comply with all applicable laws; [ 2011, c. 694,

86 (NEW.]

C. Prepare a proposed biennial budget for the board, including supplemental budget requests as
necessary, for submission to and approval by the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial
Services, [ 2011, c. 694, 86 (NEW.]

D. Attend al board meetings and maintain proper records of al transactions of the board; and [ 2011,
c. 694, 86 (NEW.]

E. Perform other duties as the board and the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services
may assign. [ 2011, c. 694, 86 (NEW.]

[ 2011, c. 694, §6 (NEW .]

10. Appeals procedures. Appeals of tax matters arising under this chapter are conducted in accordance
with this subsection.

A. If requested by a petitioner within 20 days of filing a statement of appeal, the appeals office shall hold
an appeals conference to receive additional information and to hear arguments regarding the protested
assessment or determination. The board shall set arate of no more than $150 as a processing fee for

each petition that proceeds to an appeals conference. These fees must be credited to a special revenue
account to be used to defray expensesin carrying out this section. Any balance of these feesin the
special revenue account does not lapse but is carried forward as a continuing account to be expended for
the same purposesin the following years. [ 2013, c. 331, Pt. B, 81 (AMD).]

B. The appeals office shall provide a petitioner with at least 10 working days' notice of the date, time
and place of an appeals conference. The appeals conference may be held with fewer than 10 working
days notice if amutually convenient date, time and place can be arranged. [ 2011, c¢. 694, 86
(NEW . ]

C. An appeals officer shall preside over an appeals conference. The appeals officer has the authority
to administer oaths, take testimony, hold hearings, summon witnesses and subpoena records, files and
documents the appeal's officer considers necessary for carrying out the responsibilities of the board.
[2011, c. 694, 86 (NEW.]

D. If apetitioner does not timely request an appeals conference, the appeals officer shall determine the
matter based on written submissions by the petitioner and the division within the bureau making the
original determination. [ 2013, c. 331, Pt. B, 82 (AMWD).]

E. Both a petitioner and the assessor may submit to the appeal s officer, whether or not an appeals
conference has been requested, written testimony in the form of an affidavit, documentary evidence

and written legal argument and written factual argument. In addition, if an appeals conferenceis held,
both the petitioner and the assessor may present oral testimony and oral legal argument. The appeals
officer need not observe the rules of evidence observed by courts, but shall observe the rules of privilege
recognized by law. If the appeals officer considers it appropriate, the appeal s officer may encourage

the petitioner and the assessor to resolve disputed issues through settlement or stipulation. The appeals
officer may limit the issues to be heard or vary any procedure adopted for the conduct of the appeals
conference if the parties agree to that limitation. [ 2011, c. 694, 86 (NEW.]
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F. Except when otherwise provided by law, a petitioner has the burden of proving, by a preponderance
of the evidence, that the assessor has erred in applying or interpreting the relevant law. [ 2011, c.

694, §6 (NEW.]

G. The appeals officer shall exercise independent judgment. The appeal s officer may not have any ex
parte communications with or on behalf of any party, including the petitioner, the assessor or any other
employee of the Department of Administrative and Financial Services except those employeesin the
appeals office; however, the appeals officer may have ex parte communication limited to questions that
involve ministerial or administrative matters that do not address the substance of the issues or position
taken by the petitioner or theassessor. [ 2011, c. 694, 86 (NEW.]

H. The appeals officer shall prepare arecommended final decision on the appeal for consideration

by the board based upon the evidence and argument presented to the appeals officer by partiesto the
proceeding. The decision must be in written form and must state findings of fact and conclusions of law.
The appeals officer shall deliver copies of the recommended final decision totheboard. [ 2011, c.
694, 86 (NEW.]

I. The board shall consider the recommended final decision on atimely basis. The board may not have
any ex parte communication with or on behalf of any party, including the petitioner, the assessor or any
other employee of the Department of Administrative and Financial Services except those employees

in the appeals office; however, the board may have ex parte communication limited to questions that
involve ministerial or administrative matters that do not address the substance of the issue or position
taken by the petitioner or assessor. After considering the recommended final decision, the board may:

(1) Adopt the recommended final decision as delivered by the appeals officer;
(2) Modify the recommended final decision;

(3) Send the recommended final decision back to the same appeals officer, if possible, for the taking
of further evidence, for additional consideration of issues, for reconsideration of the application of
law or rules or for such other proceedings or considerations as the board may specify; or

(4) Reject the recommended final decision in whole or in part and decide the appeal itself on the
basis of the existing record.

A determination by the board is not an adjudicatory proceeding within the meaning of that term in the
Maine Administrative Procedure Act. The decision, as adopted, modified or rejected by the board or
appeals officer pursuant to this paragraph is the final administrative decision on the appeal and is subject
to de novo review by the Superior Court. Either the taxpayer or the assessor may appeal the decision

to the Superior Court and may raise on appeal in the Superior Court any facts, arguments or issues that
relate to the final administrative decision, regardless of whether the facts, arguments or issues were
raised during the proceeding being appealed, if the facts, arguments or issues are not barred by any other
provision of law. The court shall make its own determination as to all questions of fact or law, regardless
of whether the questions of fact or law were raised before the division within the bureau making the
original determination or before the board. The burden of proof is on the taxpayer.

A person who wishes to appeal a decision adopted under this paragraph to the Superior Court must filea
petition for review within 60 days after receipt of the board’ s decision. If a person does not file a request
for review with the Superior Court within the time period specified in this paragraph, the decision
becomesfinal and no further review isavailable. [ 2011, c. 694, 86 (NEW.]

Subject to any applicable requirements of the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, the board shall adopt
rules to accomplish the purposes of this section. Those rules may define terms, prescribe forms and make
suitable order of procedure to ensure the speedy, efficient, just and inexpensive disposition of all proceedings
under this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5,
chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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Beginning in 2014 and annually thereafter, the board shall prepare and submit areport by January 1st on the
activities of the board to the Governor, the assessor and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over taxation matters.

[ 2013, c. 331, Pt. B, §§1, 2 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2011, c. 694, 86 (NEW. 2013, c. 331, Pt. B, 8§81, 2 (AWD).

8152. PAYMENT OF CONTESTED TAXES

A taxpayer may pay any tax, make any deposit or file any bond at any time without forfeiting any right
to apply for arefund or an abatement or to seek review of the validity of the tax. No such tax, bond or deposit
need be paid, filed or made under protest or under duress to entitle the taxpayer to apply for arefund or an
abatement or to seek review of the validity of thetax. [ 1981, c. 364, 810 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 8§10 (NEW.

§153. TIME OF FILING OR PAYING

1. Mail. If any document or payment required or permitted by this Title to be filed or paid is transmitted
by the United States Postal Service to the person with whom or to whom the filing or payment is to be made,
the date of the United States Postal Service postmark stamped on the envelope is deemed to be the date
of filing or payment if that document or payment was deposited in the mail, postage prepaid and properly
addressed to the person with whom or to whom the filing or payment isto be made. If the document or
payment is not received by that person or if the postmark dateisillegible, omitted or claimed to be erroneous,
the document or payment is deemed to have been filed or paid on the mailing date if the sender establishes
by competent evidence that the document or payment was deposited with the United States Postal Service,
postage prepaid and properly addressed, and, in the case of nonreceipt, files a duplicate document or makes
payment, as the case may be, within 15 days after receipt of written notification by the addressee of the
addressee's nonreceipt of the document or payment. A record authenticated by the United States Postal
Service of mailing by registered mail, certified mail or certificate of mailing constitutes competent evidence
of such mailing. Any reference in this section to the United States Postal Service is deemed to include a
reference to any delivery service designated by the United States Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to section
7502(f)(2) of the Code, and any reference in this section to a postmark of the United States Postal Service
is deemed to include areference to any date recorded or marked as described in section 7502(f)(2)(C) of the
Code by any such designated delivery service.

[ 2001, c. 583, §2 (AMVD) .]

2. Weekends and holidays. When the last day, including any extension of time, prescribed under this
Title for the performance of an act falls on Saturday, Sunday or alegal holiday in this State, the performance
of that act istimely if it occurs on the next succeeding day which is not a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday in
this State.

[ 1981, c. 364, §10 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, §10 (NEW. 1991, c. 846, §1 (AMD). 2001, c. 583, §2
(AND) .
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8§171. DEMAND LETTER

1. Taxesimposed by this Title. If any tax imposed by this Titleis not paid on or before its due date
and no further administrative or judicial review of the assessment is available under section 151, the assessor,
within 3 years after administrative and judicial review have been exhausted, may give the taxpayer notice
of the amount to be paid, specifically designating the tax, interest and penalty due, and demand payment of
that amount within 10 days of that taxpayer's receipt of notice. The notice must be given by personal service
or sent by certified mail. The notice must include a warning that, upon failure of that taxpayer to pay as
demanded, the assessor may proceed to collect the amount due by any collection method authorized by this
Title. The notice must also describe the procedures applicable to the levy and sale of property under section
176-A, the alternatives available to the taxpayer that could forestall levy on property, including installment
agreements, and the provisions of this Title relating to redemption of property and the release of the lien on
property created by virtue of the levy. If the taxpayer hasfiled a petition for relief under the United States
Bankruptcy Code, the running of the 3-year period of limitation imposed by this section is stayed until the
bankruptcy caseis closed or adischarge is granted, whichever occurs first.

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 86 (AMVD) .]

2. Other debts owed to State. Inthe case of afee, fine, penalty or other obligation first owed to the
State on or after January 1, 1988 and authorized to be collected by the bureau, the assessor, within 3 years
after the obligation is first placed with the bureau for collection, may give the taxpayer notice of the amount
to be paid, including any interest and penalties provided by law, and demand payment of that amount within
10 days of that taxpayer's receipt of notice. The notice must be given by personal service or sent by certified
mail. The notice must include a warning that, upon failure of that taxpayer to pay as demanded, the assessor
may proceed to collect the amount due by any collection method authorized by section 175-A or 176-A.
The notice must describe the procedures applicable to the levy and sale of property under section 176-A, the
aternatives available to the taxpayer that could forestall levy on property, including installment agreements,
and the provisions of this Title relating to redemption of property and the release of the lien on property
created by virtue of the levy.

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 86 (AND) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 691, §3 (NEW. 1995 c. 281, §6 (AMD). 1997, c. 526, §9 (RPR).
1997, c. 668, §12 (AMD). 2001, c. 583, §3 (AMD). 2011, c. 380, Pt. J,
§6 (AND).

§172. DENIAL, SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE

If any tax liability imposed under this Title that has become final, other than aliability for atax imposed
under Part 2, remains unpaid in an amount exceeding $1,000 for a period greater than 60 days after the
taxpayer has received notice of that finality by personal service or certified mail, and the taxpayer failsto
cooperate with the bureau in establishing and remaining in compliance with a reasonable plan for liquidating
that liability, the State Tax Assessor shall certify the liability and lack of cooperation: [ 2011, c. 380,
Pt. J, 87 (AVD).]

1. Liquor licensee. If the taxpayer isaliquor licensee, to the Department of Administrative and
Financial Services, which shall construe that liability and lack of cooperation to be a ground for denying,
suspending or revoking the taxpayer's liquor license in accordance with Title 28-A, section 707 and chapter
33; or

[ 2013, c. 368, Pt. V, 857 (AVD) .]
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2. Motor vehicledealer. If the taxpayer isalicensed motor vehicle dealer, to the Secretary of State,
who shall construe that liability and lack of cooperation to be a ground for denying, suspending or revoking
the taxpayer's motor vehicle dealer license in accordance with Title 29-A, section 903.

[ 1995, c. 65, Pt. A 8137 (AVD); 1995, c. 65, Pt. A 8153 (AFF); 1995,
c. 65, Pt. C, 8§15 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1981, c. 364, §11 (NEW. 1987, c. 45, §B6 (AMD). 1995, c. 65, §A137
(AVMD). 1995, c. 65, §8A153, Cl5 (AFF). 1997, c. 373, §171 (AMD). 2003,
c. 451, §T15 (AMD). 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, §7 (AMD). 2013, c. 368, Pt. V,
§57 (AND).

§173. COLLECTION BY WARRANT

1. Request and issuance of warrant. If the taxpayer does not make payment as demanded pursuant
to section 171, the State Tax Assessor may file in the office of the clerk of the Superior Court of any county
a certificate addressed to the clerk of that court specifying the amount of tax, interest and penalty which
was demanded, the name and address of the taxpayer as it appears on the records of the State Tax Assessor,
the facts whereby the amount has become due, and the notice given and requesting that a warrant be issued
against the taxpayer in the amount of the tax, penalty and interest set forth in the certificate and with costs. If
the State Tax Assessor reasonably believes that the taxpayer may abscond within the 10-day period provided
by section 171, he may, without giving notice to or making demand upon the taxpayer, request immediate
issuance of awarrant. Immediately upon the filing of the certificate, the clerk of the Superior Court shall issue
awarrant in favor of the State against the taxpayer in the amount of tax, interest and penalty set forth in the
certificate and with costs.

[ 1985, c. 691, §4 (NEW .]

2. Effect of warrant. The warrant shall have the force and effect of an execution issued upon a
judgment in acivil action for taxes and may be served in the county where the taxpayer may be found by the
sheriff of that county or his deputies or by any agent of the State Tax Assessor authorized under section 112,
subsection 6 to collect any tax imposed by this Title. In the execution of the warrant and collection of taxes
pursuant to this Title, including supplementary disclosure proceedings for that purpose under Title 14, chapter
502, an agent of the State Tax Assessor shall have the powers of a sheriff and shall be entitled to collect from
the debtor the same fees and charges permitted to a sheriff. Any such fees and charges collected by that agent
shall be remitted promptly to the State.

[ 1985, c. 691, §4 (NEW .]

Warrants are returnable within 5 years of issuance. New warrants may be issued for collection of sums
remaining unsatisfied, upon the filing of the certificate described in subsection 1, within 2 years from the
return day of the last preceding warrant. [ 1989, c¢. 880, Pt. C, 81 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 691, 84 (NEW. 1989, c. 880, §CL (AMD).

§174. COLLECTION BY CIVIL ACTION

1. Generally. If ataxpayer failsto pay atax imposed by this Title on or before the due date of that
tax, the State Tax Assessor, through the Attorney General, may commence a civil action within 6 years after
receipt by the taxpayer of the demand notice required by section 171 in a court of competent jurisdiction in
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this State in the name of the State for the recovery of that tax. In this action, the certificate of the assessor
showing the amount of the delinquency is prima facie evidence of the levy of the tax, of the delinquency and
of the compliance by the assessor with this Title in relation to the assessment of the tax.

[ 2001, c. 583, §4 (AMVD) .]

2. Other jurisdictions. The Attorney General may bring civil actions in the courts of other statesin the
name of this State or any of its tax-collecting agencies to collect taxes legally due this State or those agencies.

[ 1981, c. 364, §12 (NEW .]

3. Comity. The courts of this State shall recognize and enforce liabilities for taxes lawfully imposed
by another state to the same extent that the laws of that other state permit the enforcement in its courts of tax
liabilities arising under this Title. The duly authorized officer of any such state may sue for the collection of
such atax in the courts of this State. A certificate by the Secretary of State of such other state that an officer
suing for the collection of such atax is duly authorized to collect the tax shall be conclusive proof of that
authority.

[ 1981, c. 364, §12 (NEW .]

4. Stay of running of period of limitation. The running of the period of limitation for commencement
of acivil action for the recovery of any tax pursuant to this section is stayed for the period of time, plus 120
days, during which the tax collection action is stayed by the bankruptcy proceeding under the United States
Bankruptcy Code.

[ 1991, c. 846, §2 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 8§12 (NEW. 1991, c. 846, §2 (AMD). 1995, c. 639, §2
(AVMD). 2001, c. 583, 84 (AWD).

8175. APPLICANTS FOR LICENSE OR RENEWAL OF LICENSE

1. Information provided to State Tax Assessor. Every department, board, commission, division,
authority, district or other agency of the State issuing or renewing alicense or other certificate of authority
to conduct a profession, trade or business shall annually, on or before April 1st, provide to the State Tax
Assessor, in such form as the assessor may prescribe, alist of all licenses or certificates of authority issued
or renewed by that agency during the preceding calendar year. The list provided to the State Tax Assessor
must contain the name, address, Social Security or federal identification number of the licensees and such
other identifying information as the State Tax Assessor may adopt by rule. Notwithstanding other provisions
of law, all persons seeking alicense or certificate of authority or arenewal shall provide and the responsible
agency shall collect the information required by the State Tax Assessor under this section. Failure by persons
to provide alicensing or certifying agency that information results in an automatic denial of any request for a
license or certificate of authority or arenewal.

[ 1991, c. 820, §1 (AWD) .]

2. Failuretofileor pay taxes, determination to prevent renewal, reissuance or other extension of
licenseor certificate. If the assessor determines that a person who holds a license or certificate of authority
issued by this State to conduct a profession, trade or business has failed to file areturn at the time required
under this Title or to pay atax liability due under this Title that has been demanded, other than taxes due
pursuant to Part 2, and the person continuesto fail to file or pay after at least 2 specific written notices, each
giving 30 days to respond, have been sent by first-class mail, then the assessor shall notify the person by
certified mail or personal service that continued failure to file the required tax return or to pay the overdue
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tax liability may result in loss of the person's license or certificate of authority. If the person continues for a
period in excess of 30 days from notice of possible denial of renewal or reissuance of alicense or certificate
of authority to fail to file or show reason why the person is not required to file or if the person continues not
to pay, the assessor shall notify the person by certified mail or personal service of the assessor's determination
to prevent renewal, reissuance or extension of the license or certificate of authority by the issuing agency.

A review of this determination is available by requesting reconsideration as provided in section 151. Either
by failure to proceed to the next step of appeal or by exhaustion of the steps of appeal, the determination

to prevent renewal or reissuance of the license or certificate of authority becomes final unless otherwise
determined on appeal. In any event, the license or certificate of authority remainsin effect until all appeals
have been taken to their final conclusion.

[ 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 85 (AWD); 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 841 (AFF) .]

3. Refusal to renew, reissue or otherwise extend license or certificate. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, any issuing agency that is notified by the State Tax Assessor of the assessor's final
determination to prevent renewal or reissuance of alicense or certificate of authority under subsection 2
shall refuse to reissue, renew or otherwise extend the license or certificate of authority. Notwithstanding
Title 5, sections 10003 and 10005, an action by an issuing agency pursuant to this subsection is not subject
to the requirements of Title 5, chapter 375, subchapters 1V and V1, and no hearing by the issuing agency
or in District Court isrequired. A refusal by an agency to reissue, renew or otherwise extend the license or
certificate of authority is deemed afinal determination within the meaning of Title 5, section 10002.

[ 1991, c. 820, §3 (RPR): 1999, c. 547, Pt. B, §78 (AMD); 1999, c. 547,
Pt. B, §80 (AFF) .]

4. Subsequent reissuance, renewal or other extension of license or certificate. The agency may
reissue, renew or otherwise extend the license or certificate of authority in accordance with the agency's
statutes and rules after the agency receives a certificate issued by the State Tax Assessor that the personisin
good standing with respect to all returns due or with respect to any tax due as of the date of issuance of the
certificate. An agency may waive any applicable requirement for reissuance, renewal or other extension if it
determines that the imposition of that requirement places an undue burden on the person and that a waiver of
the requirement is consistent with the public interest.

[ 1991, c. 820, §4 (NEW .]

5. Financial institutions excluded. This section does not apply to any registration, permit, order or
approval issued pursuant to Title 9-B.

[ 1991, c. 820, 84 (NEW .]

6. Certificate of good standing. The assessor must issue a certificate of good standing to the person
conditioned upon the person's agreement to compl ete obligations under this Title. If the person failsto
complete obligations under this Title in accordance with that agreement, the assessor may notify the person
and the issuing agency of the assessor's determination to revoke the license or certificate of authority. A
review of this determination is available by requesting reconsideration as provided in section 151. Either
by failure to proceed to the next step of appeal or by exhaustion of the steps of appeal, the determination
to revoke the license or certificate of authority becomes final unless otherwise determined on appeal. The
issuing agency, on receipt of notice that the determination to revoke the license or certificate of authority has
become final, shall revoke the license or certificate of authority within 30 days. The assessor and the licensee
may agree to nonbinding mediation for an agreement to complete obligations under this Title.

[ 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 86 (AMD); 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 841 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON H STORY
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1985, c. 678, (NEW. 1985, c. 691, §5 (NEW. 1987, c. 402, §A178 (RPR).
1989, c. 880, §C2 (AVD). 1991, c. 820, §§1-4 (AMD). 1993, c. 377, §81,2
(AVD). 1999, c. 547, §B78 (AMD). 1999, c. 547, §B8O (AFF). 2009, c.
496, 8§84, 5 (AMD). 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 88 (AWMD). 2013, c. 331, Pt. G,
§85, 6 (AVD). 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, 8§41 (AFF).

8175-A. TAX LIEN

1. Filing. If any tax imposed by this Title or imposed by any other provision of law and authorized
to be collected by the bureau is not paid when due and no further administrative or judicial review of the
assessment is available pursuant to law, the assessor may file in the registry of deeds of any county, with
respect to real property, or in the office of the Secretary of State, with respect to property of atype a security
interest in which may be perfected by afiling in such office under Title 11, Article 9-A, anotice of lien
specifying the amount of the tax, interest, penalty and costs due, the name and last known address of the
person liable for the amount and, in the case of atax imposed by this Title, the fact that the assessor has
complied with all the provisions of this Title in the assessment of the tax. The lien arises at the time the
assessment becomes final and constitutes a lien upon all property, whether real or personal, then owned or
thereafter acquired by that person in the period before the expiration of the lien. The lien imposed by this
section is not valid against any mortgagee, pledgee, purchaser, judgment creditor or holder of a properly
recorded security interest until notice of the lien has been filed by the assessor, with respect to real property,
in the registry of deeds of the county where such property islocated and, with respect to personal property,
in the office in which afinancing statement for such personal property is normally filed. Notwithstanding
this subsection, atax lien upon persona property does not extend to those types of personal property not
subject to perfection of a security interest by means of the filing in the office of the Secretary of State. The
lien is prior to any mortgage or security interest recorded, filed or otherwise perfected after the notice, other
than a purchase money security interest perfected in accordance with Title 11, Article 9-A. In the case of
any mortgage or security interest properly recorded or filed prior to the notice of lien that secures future
advances by the mortgagee or secured party, the lien is junior to all advances made within 45 days after filing
of the notice of lien, or made without knowledge of the lien or pursuant to a commitment entered into without
knowledge of the lien. Subject to the limitationsin this section, the lien provided in this section has the same
force, effect and priority as ajudgment lien and continues for 10 years from the date of recording unless
sooner released or otherwise discharged. The lien may, within the 10-year period, or within 10 years from the
date of the last extension of the lien in the manner provided in this subsection, be extended by filing for record
in the appropriate office a copy of the notice and, from the time of filing, that lien must be extended for 10
years unless sooner released or otherwise discharged.

[ 1999, c. 699, Pt. D, §26 (AMD); 1999, c. 699, Pt. D, 8§30 (AFF) .]

2. Release. The assessor shall issue to the taxpayer a certificate of release of the lien or release all or any
portion of the property subject to any lien provided for in this Part or subordinate the lien to other liensif:

A. The assessor finds that the liability for the amount demanded, together with costs, has been satisfied
or has become unenforceable by reason of lapse of time; [ 1997, c¢. 526, 810 (AMD).]

B. A bond is furnished to the assessor with surety approved by the assessor in a sum sufficient to equal
the amount demanded, together with costs, and conditioned upon payment of any judgment rendered in
proceedings regularly instituted by the assessor to enforce collection of the bond at law or of any amount
agreed upon in writing by the assessor to constitute the full amount of the liability; [ 1997, c. 526,
8§10 (AMD). ]

C. The assessor determines at any time that the interest of this State in the property has no value; or
[ 1997, c. 526, 810 (AMD).]
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D. The assessor determines that the taxes are sufficiently secured by alien on other property of the
taxpayer or that the release or subordination of the lien will not endanger or jeopardize the collection of
thetaxes. [ 1997, c. 526, 810 (AMD).]

[ 1997, c. 526, §10 (AMD) .]

3. Enforcement. Thelien provided for by subsection 1 may be enforced at any time after the tax
liability with respect to which the lien arose becomes collectible under section 173, subsection 1 by acivil
action brought by the Attorney General in the name of the State in the Superior Court of the county in which
the property islocated to subject any property, of whatever nature, in which the taxpayer has any right, title or
interest, to the payment of such tax or liability. The court shall, after the parties have been duly notified of the
action, proceed to adjudicate all mattersinvolved in the action and finally determine the merits of al claimsto
and liens upon the property and, in al cases where aclaim or interest of the State therein is established, may
decree a sale of the property by the proper officer of the court and a distribution of the proceeds of such sale
according to the findings of the court. If the property is sold to satisfy alien held by the State, the State may
bid at the sale such sum, not exceeding the amount of that lien plus expenses of sale, as the assessor directs.

[ 1997, c. 526, §10 (AMD) .]

4. Recording fees part of tax liability. Feespaid by the assessor to registrars of deeds for recording
notices of lien pursuant to subsection 1 and notices of release of alien pursuant to subsection 2 may be added
to the tax liability that gave rise to the lien and, in the case of atax imposed by this Title, may be collected by
all the methods provided for in chapter 7. In the case of other obligations owed to the State and authorized to
be collected by the bureau, the fees may be collected by any collection method authorized by this section or
section 176-A.

[ 1997, c. 1, §28 (COR) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1987, c. 402, §A179 (NEW. 1993, c. 395, §83-5 (AMD). 1995, c. 281,
§7 (AMD). RR 1997, c. 1, §28 (COR). 1997, c. 526, §10 (AVD). 1999, c.
699, §D26 (AMD). 1999, c. 699, §D30 (AFF).

8176. LEVY
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 691, §5 (NEW. 1987, c. 497, §82,3 (AMD). 1987, c. 772, §3
(AVMD). 1989, c. 880, 8E2 (RP).

8176-A. LEVY UPON PROPERTY

1. Definitions. Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have
the following meanings.

A. "Delinquent," when used to refer to atax imposed by this Title, means atax liability reported by
ataxpayer or atax assessed by the assessor that is not paid by its due date and to which no further
administrative or judicial review is available pursuant to section 151. "Delinquent" may also refer to any
other obligation owed to the State and authorized to be collected by the bureau or to a taxpayer liable for
delinquent taxes. [ 1997, c¢. 526, 811 (AMD).]
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B. "Levy" means an administrative power to collect delinquent taxes through the means prescribed by
this section, or the exercise of that power. The power to levy includes the power of distraint by any
lawful means, the power to sell the property and the power to release the levy when it is no longer
necessary or appropriate to further the process of collecting delinquent taxes. Exercise of the levy power
creates alien and makes the assessor a judgment creditor.

Except with respect to intangible personal property, alevy extends only to property possessed and
obligations existing at the time the levy is made. A levy with respect to intangible personal property has
the effect set forth in subsection 2, paragraph E. [ 1989, c¢. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

B-1. "Notice" means written notification served personally or sent by certified mail, except with respect
to notice to a person who has consented in writing to some other means of notification. [ 2011, c.
380, Pt. J, 89 (NEW.]

C. "Property" means any right, title and interest held in property by a delinquent taxpayer, whether
real or personal, tangible or intangible, located within this State. [ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83

(NEW . ]
D. [2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 810 (RP).]

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, §89, 10 (AWD) .]

2. Levy upon property for payment of delinquent tax. The procedure for the levy upon property for
payment of delinquent tax is as follows.

A. [2001, c. 583, 85 (RP).]

B. If aperson liable to pay any delinquent tax neglects or refuses to pay that tax within 10 days after
receipt of notice pursuant to section 171, the State Tax Assessor may collect the tax and an additional
amount sufficient to cover the expenses of the levy, by levy upon all property belonging to that person
except as provided in subsection 5. If the assessor makes a determination of jeopardy pursuant to section
145, having given notice of that determination and made demand for immediate payment of that tax,

the assessor may proceed immediately without regard to the 10-day period provided in section 171 to
collect by levy the tax and an additional amount sufficient to cover the expenses of the levy. [ 2009,

c. 434, 88 (AMD).]

C. If any property upon which levy has been made is not sufficient to satisfy the claim of the State, the
assessor may, thereafter and as often as necessary, proceed to levy upon any other property of the person
against whom the claim exists liable to levy until the amount due together with all expensesis fully paid.
[2001, c. 583, 85 (AMD).]

D. The assessor shall promptly release alevy made pursuant to this section when the liability giving
rise to the levy is satisfied or becomes unenforceable due to lapse of time and shall then promptly notify
the person upon whom the levy is made that the levy has been released. [ 2001, c. 583, 85
(AMVD) . ]

E. The effect of alevy on salary or wages payable to or received by ataxpayer is continuous from the
date the levy isfirst made until the liability giving rise to the levy is satisfied. Except as otherwise
provided by this paragraph, alevy on any other intangible personal property or rights to intangible
personal property remains in effect until one year after the date that notice of levy under subsection 3,
paragraph A is received by the person in possession of or liable to the taxpayer with respect to intangible
personal property, including property that isfirst possessed or liabilities that arise after the date of receipt
of the notice of levy. In the case of alevy upon property held by afinancial institution described in
subsection 3, paragraph A, the levy extends only to accounts in existence on the date the notice of levy
isreceived by the financial institution, but includes deposits made or collected in those accounts after

Generated | 35
12.22.2016 §176-A. Levy upon property



MRS Title 36: TAXATION

Chapter 7: UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

the notice of levy isreceived. A levy on intangible personal property or rights to intangible personal
property, ownership of which is disputed on the date that notice the levy is received, remainsin effect
until one year after thedisputeisresolved. [ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 811 (AMD).]

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 8§11 (AVD) .]

3. Surrender of property or discharge of obligation; exceptions; personal liability; penalty. A
surrender of property or discharge of obligation is governed by this subsection.

A. Except as otherwise provided in paragraph B, any person who isin possession of, or obligated with
respect to, property or rights to property subject to levy upon which alevy has been made shall, upon
demand of the assessor, surrender the property or rights or discharge the obligation to the assessor within
21 days after receipt of the notice of levy, except that part of the property or rightsthat is, at the time of
the demand, subject to an attachment or execution under judicial process. It is a defense to the liability
imposed by this subsection that the person who fails to comply with the terms of a notice of levy or that
person's bailor has avalid claim against the delinquent taxpayer that accrued prior to receipt of the notice
of levy or avalid security interest or lien upon the property of the taxpayer that was perfected prior to
receipt of the notice of levy; but this defense is available only to the extent of that claim, security interest
or lien.

Any financial institution chartered under state or federal law, including, but not limited to, trust
companies, savings banks, savings and loan associations, national banks and credit unions, shall
surrender to the assessor any deposits, including any interest in the financial institution that would
otherwise be required to be surrendered under this subsection only after 21 days after receipt of the
notice of levy, but not later than 30 days after receipt of the notice of levy. Except as provided in
subsection 5, paragraph D, with respect to alevy on salary or wages, any person in possession of, or
obligated with respect to, property subject to a continuing levy against intangible personal property,
which property isfirst possessed or which obligation first arises subsequent to receipt of a notice of levy
by that person, shall, upon demand of the assessor, surrender the property or rights, or discharge the
obligation to the assessor within 30 days after the property is first possessed or the obligation first arises.
[2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 812 (AMD).]

B. A levy with respect to alife insurance or endowment contract is governed by this paragraph.

(1) A levy on an organization with respect to alife insurance or endowment contract issued by that
organization, without necessity for the surrender of the contract document, constitutes a demand by
the assessor for payment of the amount described in subparagraph (2) and the exercise of the right
of the person against whom the tax is assessed to the advance of that amount. The organization shall
pay over the amount no later than 90 days after receipt of the notice of levy. Notice must include a
certification by the assessor that a copy of the notice has been mailed to the person against whom
the tax is assessed at that person's last known address.

(2) A levy under this paragraph is deemed to be satisfied if the organization pays over to the
assessor the amount that the organization could have advanced to the person against whom the tax
is assessed on the date prescribed in subparagraph (1) for the satisfaction of the levy, increased

by the amount of any advance, including contractual interest, made to the person on or after the
date the organization received notice or otherwise had knowledge of the existence of the lien

with respect to which the levy is made, other than an advance, including contractual interest,
made automatically to maintain the contract in force under an agreement entered into before the
organization received such notice or had such knowledge.

(3) The satisfaction of alevy under subparagraph (2) is without prejudice to any civil action for
the enforcement of any lien imposed by section 175-A with respect to the contract. [ 2011, c.
380, Pt. J, 812 (AWD).]

C. Any person who fails or refuses to surrender any property or rights to property, subject to levy, upon
demand by the assessor:
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(1) Isliablein person and estate to the State in a sum equal to the value of the property not so
surrendered, but not exceeding the amount of taxes for the collection of which the levy has been
made, together with costs and interest at the rate determined pursuant to section 186 on the sum
from the date of the levy. Any amount, other than costs, recovered under this paragraph must be
credited against the tax liability for the collection of which the levy was made; and

(2) Without reasonable cause, is liable for a penalty equal to 50% of the amount recoverable
under subparagraph (1). A part of the penalty may not be credited against the tax liability for the
collection of which the levy was made.

The assessor may collect the liability established by this paragraph by assessment and collection in the
manner described inthisPart. [ 2011, c¢. 380, Pt. J, 812 (AMD).]

D. Any person in possession of, or obligated with respect to, property subject to levy upon which alevy
has been made, who, upon demand by the assessor, surrenders that property or rights to that property, or
discharges the obligation to the assessor, or who pays aliability under paragraph C, subparagraph (1) is
discharged from any obligation or liability to the delinquent taxpayer with respect to the property arising
from the surrender or payment. In the case of alevy satisfied pursuant to paragraph B, the organization
is discharged from any obligation or liability to any beneficiary arising from the surrender or payment.
[1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, §12 (AWD) .]

4. Books or recordsrelating to property subject to levy. If alevy has been made or is about to be
made on any property, any person having custody or control of any books or records containing evidence or
statements relating to the property subject to levy shall, upon demand of the assessor, exhibit those books and
records to the assessor. Failure to comply with such an order isa Class E crime.

[ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, §3 (NEW .]

5. Exempt property. This subsection governs property exempt from levy.
A. The following property is exempt from levy:

(2) Items of wearing apparel and school books necessary for the taxpayer or the members of the
taxpayer's family;

(2) If the taxpayer isthe head of afamily, the fuel, provisions, furniture and persona effectsin the
taxpayer's household, arms for personal use, livestock and poultry of the taxpayer, the total value of
which does not exceed $1,500;

(3) Books and tools necessary for the trade, business or profession of the taxpayer, the value of
which, in the aggregate, does not exceed $1,000;

(4) Any amount payable to the taxpayer with respect to the taxpayer's unemployment, including
any portion payable with respect to dependents, under an unemployment compensation law of the
United States or any state;

(5) Mail, addressed to any person, that has not been delivered to the addressee;

(6) Annuity or pension payments under the federal Railroad Retirement Act of 1974, 45 United
States Code, Chapter 9, Subchapter IV, benefits under the federal Railroad Unemployment
Insurance Act, 45 United States Code, Chapter 11, specia pension payments received by a person
whose name has been entered on the Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard Medal of Honor Rall,
38 United States Code, Chapter 15, Subchapter 1V and annuities based on retired or retainer pay
under 10 United States Code, Chapter 73 (1982);

(7) If the taxpayer is required by judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, entered prior to the
date of levy, to contribute to the support of minor children, as much of the taxpayer's salary, wages
or other income asis necessary to comply with that judgment;
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(8) Any amount payable to or received by ataxpayer as wages or salary for personal services,
during any period, to the extent that the total of the amounts payable to or received by the taxpayer
during that period does not exceed the applicable exempt amount determined under paragraph D;
and

(9) The principal residence of the taxpayer, unless the assessor has made a determination of
jeopardy pursuant to section 145 or the assessor personally approves in writing the levy of that
property. [ 2009, c. 434, 89 (AM).]

B. The officer seizing property of the type described in paragraph A shall appraise and set aside to

the owner the amount of the property declared to be exempt. If the taxpayer objects at the time of the
seizure to the valuation fixed by the officer making the seizure, the assessor shall summon 3 disinterested
individuals who shall make thevaluation. [ 1989, c¢. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

C. Notwithstanding any other law, no property or rights to property are exempt from levy other than the
property specifically made exempt by paragraph A. [ 1989, c¢. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

D. A levy upon salary and wages must specify the amount of percentage to be surrendered and delivered
to the assessor by the taxpayer's employer for each pay period, consistent with the provisions of this
paragraph. Salaries and wages are exempt from levy to the extent of 75% of the taxpayer's disposable
earnings for any pay period, or an amount equal to the federal minimum hourly wage multiplied by 30,
multiplied by the number of weeks in the pay period, whichever isless. A levy on salaries and wagesis
continuous from the date on which the notice of levy isreceived until the delinquency is discharged and
appliesto all pay periods commencing after that date. The assessor shall notify the taxpayer's employer
as soon as practicable upon discharge of the delinquency that the levy has been discontinued. [ 2011,
c. 380, Pt. J, 813 (AMVD).]

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 8§13 (AWD) .]

6. Seizure of property; notice; sale. Seizure, notice of seizure and sale of seized property are governed
by this subsection.

A. As soon as practicable after seizure of property, the assessor shall give notice to the owner of the
property, or, in the case of personal property, the possessor of the property, or leave notice at the owner's
or possessor's usual place of abode or business, if any, within the State. If the owner or possessor cannot
be readily located, or has no dwelling or place of business within the State, the notice may be sent by
first-class mail. In the case of real property, the notice must be filed in the registry of deedsin the county
where the property is located. The notice must specify the sum demanded and contain:

(1) Inthe case of personal property, an account of the property seized; and
(2) Inthe case of real property, a description with reasonable certainty of the property seized.

In the case of levy on amotor vehicle that isthe subject of a Certificate of Title issued by the Secretary
of State, acopy of the notice must be filed with the Secretary of State, who shall note the levy in the
records of ownership of the motor vehicle in question. In the case of levy on that type of personal
property, a security interest in which may be perfected by filing in the office of the Secretary of State, a
copy of the notice must be filed in the office of the Secretary of State, who shall file the notice of levy as
afinancing statement. [ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 814 (AMD).]

B. The assessor, as soon as practicable after the seizure of property, shall cause a notice to be published
in anewspaper of general circulation within the county where the seizure is made, or, if thereis no such
newspaper, post the notice at the city or town hall nearest the place where the seizureismade and in at
least 2 other public places. In the case of real property, the notice must be sent by certified mail to al
persons holding an interest of record, including, without limitation, recorded leases and security interest
of al types, in the property asreflected at the time the notice of levy is recorded by the indices of the
registry of deedsin the county where the property islocated. In the case of a motor vehicle subject to
acertificate of title issued by the Secretary of State, notice must be sent by certified mail to all persons
holding a security interest of record in the motor vehicle as set forth in the records of the Secretary of
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State. In the case of personal property that is the subject of a security interest perfected by filing in the
office of the Secretary of State, notice must be sent by certified mail to all secured parties claiming

an interest in the property seized asreflected at the time the notice of levy isrecorded in the records
maintained by the Secretary of State pursuant to Title 11. The notice must specify the property to be
sold, subject to the liabilities of prior encumbrances, if any, and the time, place, manner and conditions
of the sale. If levy is made without regard to the 10-day period provided in section 171, public notice of
sale of the property seized may not be made within the 10-day period unless subsection 7 applies. It isa
Class E crimeto intentionally remove or deface the posted notice of sale prior to the scheduled sale date,
unless the property has been redeemed or the saleis for some other reason canceled. The assessor or any
law enforcement officer may enter onto the land if necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.
[2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 815 (AMD).]

C. If any property liable to levy is not divisible to enable the assessor by sale of a part of the property to
raise the whole amount of the tax and expenses, the whole property must be sold. [ 1989, c. 880,
Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

D. Thetime of sale may be not less than 10 days nor more than 40 days from the time of giving notice
under paragraph B. The sale may be adjourned from time to time but adjournments may not be for a
period to exceed atotal of 30 days. Notice of any adjournments of the sale must be posted in the public
places within the county where the notice prescribed in paragraph B was posted. [ 1989, c. 880,
Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

E. Before the sale, the assessor shall determine a minimum price for which the property must be sold.

If no person offers the amount of the minimum price for the property, the property is declared to be
purchased at that price for the State; otherwise the property is declared to be sold to the highest bidder. In
determining the minimum price, the assessor shall take into account the expense of making the levy and
sale.

(1) The assessor may by rule prescribe the manner and other conditions of the sale of property
seized by levy or purchased by the sale.

(2) If payment in full isrequired at the time of acceptance of abid and is not paid at that time, the
assessor shall forthwith proceed to again sell the property in the manner provided in this subsection.
If the conditions of the sale permit part of the payment to be deferred, and if a deferred part is not
paid within the prescribed period:

(a) Suit may be instituted against the purchaser for the purchase price or the part of the price
that has not been paid, together with interest from the date of the sale; or

(b) In the discretion of the assessor, the sale may be declared by the assessor to be void for
failure to make full payment of the purchase price and the property may again be advertised
and sold as provided in this subsection. In the event of areadvertisement and sale, any new
purchaser receives the property, or rights to the property, free and clear of any claim or right
to the former defaulting purchaser, of any nature whatsoever, and the amount paid on the bid
price by the defaulting purchaser is forfeited.

(3) Only theright, title and interest of the delinquent taxpayer in and to the property seized may

be offered for sale, and the interest must be offered subject to any prior outstanding mortgage,
encumbrances, or other liensin favor of 3rd partiesthat are valid as against the delinquent taxpayer
and are superior to the lien of the State. All seized properties must be offered for sale"asis" and
"where is' and without recourse against the State. No guarantee or warranty, express or implied,
may be made by the officer offering the property for sale, asto the validity of title, quality, quantity,
weight, size or condition of any of the property or its fitness for any use or purpose. No claim may
be considered for allowance or adjustment or for recision of the sale based upon failure of the
property to conform with any representation, expressor implied. [ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E,

§3 (NEW.]
[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 8814, 15 (AMVD) .]
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7. Disposition of hard to keep property; noticeto owner; public sale. If the assessor determines
that any property seized is liable to perish or become greatly reduced in price or value by keeping, or that the
property cannot be kept without great expense, the assessor shall appraise the value of the property and, if
the owner of the property can be readily found, shall give the owner notice of determination of the appraised
value of the property. The property must be returned to the owner if within such time as may be specified in
the notice the owner either pays to the assessor an amount equal to the appraised value, or gives bond in such
form with such sureties, and in such amount as the assessor prescribes, to pay the appraised amount at such
time as the assessor determines to be appropriate in the circumstances.

If the owner does not pay the amount or furnish bond in accordance with this section, the assessor shall, as
soon as practicable, make public sale of the property in accordance with any rules prescribed by the assessor.

[ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW .]

8. Junior encumbrances; priority of encumbrances. Priority of encumbrancesis governed by this
subsection.

A. A deed to real property executed pursuant to subsection 11 discharges the property from al liens and
encumbrances over which the levy had priority. [ 1989, c¢. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

B. Thefiling of the notice of levy provided in subsection 6, paragraph A perfectsthelien of the State
created under subsection 1, paragraph B with respect to the types of property covered by such afiling
under subsection 6, paragraph A. A levy and lien not covered by the filing provisions of subsection

6, paragraph A is perfected by possession by the assessor or by demand upon a 3rd party holding the
property under subsection 3, paragraphs A or B, whichever occursfirst. The priority of the lien perfected
by afiling under subsection 6, paragraph A is determined pursuant to section 175-A asif the notice of
levy had been filed as anotice of lien. The lien of any other levy has priority over any interest that is
perfected after the lien of the State is perfected by possession or demand. [ 1989, c. 880, Pt.

E, §3 (NEW.]
[ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, §3 (NEW .]

9. Redemption of property. A right of redemption exists according to this subsection.

A. Any person whose property has been levied upon and any person having avalid lien upon such
property has the right to pay the amount due, together with the expenses of the proceeding, if any, to
the assessor at any time prior to the sale of the property. Upon payment, the assessor shall restore the
property to the taxpayer, and all further proceedings in connection with the levy must cease from the
time of that payment. [ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

B. The owners of any property sold as provided in subsection 6, their heirs, executors or administrators,
or any person having any interest in or lien on the sold property, or any person in their behalf, are
permitted to redeem the property sold at any time within 90 days after the sale of the property. The
property may be redeemed upon payment to the assessor, for the use of the purchaser, or the heirs or
assigns of the purchaser, of the amount paid by the purchaser and interest on that amount at the rate of
interest established pursuant to section 186, together with the expenses of the proceeding. [ 1993, c.
395, 84 (AMD).]

[ 1993, c. 395, §4 (AVD) .]

10. Certificates of sale; execution of deeds. The assessor shall give the purchaser of property, sold as
provided in subsection 6, a certificate of sale upon payment in full of the purchase price. In the case of real
property, the certificate must set forth the real property purchased, for whose taxes the property was sold, the
name of the purchaser and the price paid for the property.
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A. In the case of any real property sold as provided in subsection 6 and not redeemed in the manner and
within the time provided in subsection 9, the assessor shall execute to the purchaser of the real property,
upon surrender of the certificate of sale by the purchaser, a deed of the real property stating the facts set
forth in the certificate. [ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

B. If real property is declared purchased by the State at a sale pursuant to subsection 6, the assessor shall,
at the proper time, execute a deed for the property, and without delay cause the deed to be duly recorded
in the proper registry of deeds. [ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

[ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW .]

11. Effect of certificates of saleand deeds. Certificates of sale and deeds have the following effects.

A. In cases of sale of property, other than real property, pursuant to subsections 6 and 7, the certificate of
sale

(2) Isprimafacie evidence of the right of the assessor to make the sale and conclusive evidence of
the regularity of proceedingsin making the sale;

(2) Transfersto the purchaser of all right, title and interest of the delinquent party in and to the

property sold subject to the applicable redemption period and subject to all senior liens determined
under subsection 8, paragraph B. In the case of persona property, the assessor shall provide afina
validation stamp following the expiration of the redemption period if the property is not redeemed;

(3) If the property consists of stocks, constitutes notice, when received, to any corporation,
company or association of the transfer, and gives authority to the corporation, company or
association to record the transfer in the same manner asif the stocks were transferred or assigned by
the party holding them in lieu of any original or prior certificate, which is void, whether or not the
certificate is canceled;

(4) If the subject of saleis securities or other evidences of debt, constitutes avalid receipt to the
person holding the securities or evidences of debt, against any person holding or claiming to hold
possession of the securities or other evidences of debt; and

(5) If the property consists of a motor vehicle, constitutes notice, when received, to the Secretary

of State, or to any public official charged with the registration of title to motor vehiclesin any

other state, of the transfer and gives authority to the Secretary of State or other official to record

the transfer in the same manner as if the certificate of title to the motor vehicle were transferred or
assigned by the party holding the certificate in lieu of any original or prior certificate, which isvoid,
whether or not the certificateiscanceled. [ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

B. In the case of the sale of real property pursuant to subsection 6, the deed of sale given pursuant to
subsection 10, paragraph A, is primafacie evidence of the facts stated in the deed. If the proceedings
of the assessor are substantially in accordance with the law, the deed operates as a conveyance of all
the right, title and interest the delinquent party had in the real property sold at the time the lien of the
State attached to the property, subject to al senior liens determined under subsection 8, paragraph B.
[1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

C. A certificate of sale of personal property given or adeed to real property executed pursuant to this
section discharges the property from all liens, encumbrances and title over which the lien of the State,
with respect to which the levy was made, had priority. [ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

[ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, §3 (NEW .]

12. Records of sales and redemption of real property. The assessor shall keep records of all sales of
property under subsections 6 and 7 and of all redemptions of that property. Each record must include the tax
for which the sale was made, the dates of seizure and sale, the name of the party assessed and al proceedings

Generated | 41
12.22.2016 §176-A. Levy upon property



MRS Title 36: TAXATION
Chapter 7: UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

in making the sale, the amount of expenses, the names of the purchasers and the date of the deed. A copy of a
record, or any part of arecord, certified by the assessor is evidence in any court of the truth of the facts stated
in that record.

[ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW .]

13. Expenses of levy and sale. The assessor shall determine the expenses to be allowed in all cases of
levy and sale. The assessor may pay the expenses from the revenue account intended to benefit by the receipts
of the levy.

[ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E §3 (NEW .]

14. Disposition of money realized under this section. Any money realized by proceedings under this
section by seizure, surrender under subsection 3, except pursuant to subsection 3, paragraph C, subparagraph
(2), or sale of seized property, or by sale of property redeemed by the State must be applied in the following
order of priority:

A. Against the expenses of the proceedings under this section; [ 1989, c¢. 880, Pt. E, 83
(NEW . ]

B. The amount, if any, remaining after payment of senior claims and expenses is then applied against the
liability for which the levy was made or the sale was conducted; and [ 1989, c¢. 880, Pt. E,

83 (NEW.]
C. Upon application and satisfactory proof in support of the application, credited or refunded by the

assessor to the person or persons legally entitled to any remaining surplus proceeds. [ 1989, c.
880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

[ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW .]

15. Actions permitted. Any person, other than the taxpayer whose delinquency occasioned the levy:

A. Who claims an interest in property that has wrongfully been levied upon may apply to the assessor for
astay of proceedings under this section at any time before the property has been sold but within 5 days
after receiving notice of levy. An action for astay is governed by Title 5, section 11004; or [ 2011,

c. 380, Pt. J, 816 (AMWD).]

B. Who claims pecuniary loss because property was wrongfully levied upon and sold, may bring a
civil action against the assessor in the Superior Court. A recovery in such an action may not exceed the
proceeds of thesale. [ 1989, c. 880, Pt. E, 83 (NEW.]

Except as provided in this subsection, a suit contesting or restraining the collection of taxes pursuant to this
section may not be maintained in any court of this State by any person. Any award must be paid from the
revenue account to which the money was originally credited.

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. J, 8§16 (AVD) .]

16. Timefor collection of taxes. Taxesimposed by this Title must be collected by levy within 10 years
after the assessment of the tax becomes final or before the expiration of the period of collection agreed upon
in writing by the assessor and the taxpayer. Other obligations owed to the State and authorized to be collected
by the bureau must be collected by levy within 10 years from the time the obligation arises. The period
agreed upon may be extended by subsequent agreements in writing made before the expiration of the period
previously agreed upon. A levy action ordered by the assessor before the expiration of the 10-year period
continues beyond the expiration of the 10-year period for a period of 6 months from the date the levy isfirst
made or until the liability out of which the levy arose is satisfied or becomes unenforceable, whichever occurs
first. The running of the 10-year period is stayed during the time that a consensual payment plan between the
taxpayer and the assessor isin effect. When ataxpayer files for protection under the United States Bankruptcy
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Code, the assessor's right to collect the tax due by levy continues until 6 years after the date of discharge
or dismissal of the bankruptcy proceeding or until 10 years after the assessment of the tax becomesfinal,
whichever occurs later.

[ 1997, c. 526, §13 (AMVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1989, c. 880, SE3 (NEW. 1991, c. 846, 8§83 (AMD). 1995, c. 639, §3
(AMD). 1997, c. 526, §811-13 (AMD). 1999, c. 699, §D27 (AMD). 1999, c.
699, §D30 (AFF). 2001, c. 396, §86,7 (AVMD). 2001, c. 583, §§5,6 (AVD).
2005, c. 218, §6 (AVD). 2009, c. 434, §§8-10 (AMD). 2011, c. 380, Pt.
J, §§9-16 (AMD).

8176-B. ACCESS TO FINANCIAL RECORDS OF INDIVIDUALS WHO OWE
MAINE TAXES

1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following
terms have the following meanings.

A. "Customer" means any person who has an account, including, but not limited to, a deposit, loan,
mortgage or credit card account, with any financial institution and for which the financial institution is
obligated to maintainrecords. [ 2009, c¢. 213, Pt. AAAA, 88 (NEW.]

B. "Financial institution" means atrust company, savings bank, industrial bank, commercial bank,
savings and loan association or credit union organized under the laws of this State or otherwise
authorized to do businessin this State. [ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA, 88 (NEW.]

C. "Match" means an automated comparison by name and social security number or federal employer
identification number of alist of taxpayers provided to a financial institution by the bureau and alist of
customers of any financial institution. [ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA, 8§88 (NEW.]

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAMA 8§88 (NEW .]

2. Computer data match. Upon written request from the State Tax Assessor to afinancial institution in
this State with the technological capacity to perform amatch, the financial institution shall perform a match
using the list of taxpayer social security numbers or federal employer identification numbers provided by
the bureau. The bureau is responsible for making its computer data compatible with the data of the financial
ingtitution with which a match is sought. The bureau's data, at a minimum, must include the name and social
security number or federal employer identification number of and, when known, the amount of taxes owed by
each taxpayer. The bureau may not request afinancial institution to perform a match under this section more
often than once every calendar quarter.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA 88 (NEW .]

3. Compilation of match list. After completing a match requested by the bureau under subsection 2,
afinancial institution shall compile for the bureau a list of those customers whose socia security numbers
or federal employer identification numbers match the list of social security numbers or federal employer
identification numbers of taxpayers provided by the bureau. The list must contain the following information,
if available to the financial institution through its matching procedure, for each account identified:

A.Thetaxpayer'sname; [ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA 88 (NEW.]

B. The taxpayer's socia security number or federal employer identification number; [ 2009, c.
213, Pt. AAAA, 88 (NEW.]

C. Thefinancia institution account number; and [ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA, 88 (NEW.]
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D. The account type, account balance and any known encumbrances. [ 2009, c. 213, Pt.
AAAA, 88 (NEW.]

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA §8 (NEW .]

4. Noticeto bureau. A financia institution that has compiled a match list under subsection 3 shall send
the list to the bureau at the address designated by the bureau.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAMA §8 (NEW .]

5. Noticeto customer. Thefinancia institution may not provide notice in any form to a customer
contained in amatch list submitted to the bureau under subsection 4. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, failure to provide notice to a customer does not constitute a violation of the financial ingtitution's duty of
good faith to its customers.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAMA §8 (NEW .]

6. Reasonablefee. To cover the costs of carrying out the requirements of this section, a financial
institution may assess a reasonabl e fee to the bureau not to exceed the actual costs incurred by the financial
institution.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA, §8 (NEW .]

7. Confidentiality. Thelist of taxpayers under subsection 3, with their social security numbers or
federal employer identification numbers and the amount of the tax debt provided by the bureau to a financial
institution, is confidential. The information may be used only for the purpose of carrying out the requirements
of this section. Any person who willfully violates this subsection commits a Class E crime.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAMA §8 (NEW .]

8. Immunity from liability; hold harmless. A financial institution isimmune from any liability for
its good faith actions to comply with this section. The bureau shall defend and hold harmless, including
compensation for attorney's fees, afinancial institution that acts in good faith to carry out the requirements of
this section.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAMA §8 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA 88 (NEW.

8177. TRUST FUND STATUS OF CERTAIN COLLECTIONS

1. Generally. All salesand use taxes collected by a person pursuant to Part 3, al taxes collected by a
person under color of Part 3 that have not been properly returned or credited to the persons from whom they
were collected, al taxes collected by or imposed on a person pursuant to chapter 451 or 459, all fees collected
pursuant to chapter 719 and all taxes collected by a person pursuant to chapter 827 constitute a special fund
in trust for the State Tax Assessor. The liability for the taxes or fees and the interest or penalty on taxes or
feesis enforceable by assessment and collection, in the manner prescribed in this Part, against the person and
against any officer, director, member, agent or employee of that person who, in that capacity, is responsible
for the control or management of the funds or finances of that person or is responsible for the payment of
that person’s taxes. An assessment against a responsible individual pursuant to this section must be made
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within 6 years from the date on which the return on which the taxes were required to be reported was filed.
An assessment pursuant to this section may be made at any time with respect to atime period for which a
return has become due but has not been filed.

[ 1999, c. 708, §9 (AMVD) .]

2. Responsibleindividual. Each person required to collect taxes that are designated by subsection 1
astrust funds shall inform the State Tax Assessor, at the time an audit of that person's trust fund obligation
is performed by the assessor, of the name and position of the individual who generally isresponsible for the
control or management of that person's funds or finances and, if different, the individual who is specifically
responsible for the collection and paying over of those trust funds.

[ 1999, c. 414, §8 (AWD) .]

3. Noticeto segregate. Whenever the State Tax Assessor finds that the payment of the trust funds
established under subsection 1 will be jeopardized by delay, neglect or misappropriation or whenever any
person fails to make payment of taxes or file returns as required by Part 3, or by chapter 451, 459 or 827,
the assessor may direct that person to segregate the trust funds from and not to commingle them with any
other funds or assets of that person. All taxes that are collected after receipt of the notice of the segregation
reguirement must be paid on account to the assessor until the taxes are due. The assessor shall establish in the
segregation notice the manner in which the taxes are to be paid. The segregation requirement remains in effect
until a notice of cancellation is given by the assessor.

[ 2007, c. 438, §38 (AVD) .]

4. Revocation for nonsegregation. If any person who isaretailer under Part 3 or afuel supplier,
retailer, distributor or importer subject to Part 5 fails to make the required payments on account to the State
Tax Assessor, the assessor may revoke any registration certificate that has been issued to that person. The
revocation is reviewable in accordance with section 151.

[ 2003, c. 705, §2 (AMVD) .]

5. Stay of running of period of limitation. The running of the period of limitation for assessment
of trust fund taxes against a responsible officer, director, member, agent or employee of a person that has
collected those taxes is stayed for the period of time, plus 120 days, during which an assessment against that
person is subject to administrative or judicial review.

[ 1999, c. 414, §8 (AWD) .]

6. Sale or cessation of business; purchaser liablefor tax. If aperson liable for any trust fund taxes
incurred in the course of operating a business sells the business or stock of goods or quits the business, the
person shall make afina return and payment within 15 days after the date of selling or quitting the business.
The successor, successors or assignees, if any, shall withhold a sufficient amount of the purchase money to
cover the amount of those taxes, along with applicable interest and penalties, until such time as the former
owner produces a receipt from the State Tax Assessor showing that the taxes have been paid, or a certificate
from the assessor stating that no trust fund taxes, interest or penalties are due. The liability of a purchaser
islimited to the amount of the purchase price. A purchaser who fails to withhold a sufficient amount of the
purchase priceisjointly and severally liable for the payment of the taxes, penalties and interest accrued and
unpaid on account of the operation of the business by the former owner, owners or assignors and the assessor
may make an assessment against the purchaser at any time within 6 years from the date of the sale, transfer or
assighment.

[ 2001, c. 583, §7 (ANVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
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1985, c. 691, §5 (NEW. 1987, c. 497, §84-6 (AVD). 1987, c. 772, §84,5
(AMD). 1991, c. 546, §1 (AMD). 1991, c. 846, §84,5 (AWD). 1991, c.
846, §39 (AFF). 1995, c. 639, §4 (AMD). 1999, c. 414, §8 (AMD). 1999,
c. 708, §9 (AWMD). 1999, c. 790, §A41 (AMD). 2001, c. 583, §7 (AMD).
2003, c. 705, §2 (AMD). 2007, c. 438, §8 (AMD).

8178. PRIORITY OF TAX

Whenever the estate of a deceased person liable for any tax isinsufficient to pay all the debts owed by
the decedent or whenever the estate and effects of an absconding, concealed or absent person liable for any
tax are levied upon by process of law, the tax, together with interest attaching thereto, must be first settled.
This section may not be construed to give the State a preference over any recorded lien that attached prior to
the date when the tax became due. [ 2005, c. 218, 87 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 218, §7 (NEW.

§182. INJUNCTIONS

1. Generally. The State Tax Assessor may, through the Attorney General, file an action in Superior
Court applying for an order to enjoin from doing business any person who has:

A. Failed to register with the assessor when the person is required to register by any provision of Part 3,
chapter 358 or Part 5 or by any rule adopted pursuant to this Title, as long as the assessor has provided
written notice and the person continues to fail to register 15 days after receiving notice from the assessor
of such failure; [ 2007, c. 437, 82 (AMD).]

B. Failed to file with the assessor any overdue return required by Part 3, chapter 358 or Part 5 within 15
days after receiving notice from the assessor of such failure; [ 2007, c. 437, 82 (AMD).]

C. Failed to pay any tax required by Part 3, chapter 358 or Part 5 when the tax is shown to be due on a
return filed by that person, or that is otherwise conceded by that person to be due, or has been determined
by the assessor to be due and that determination has becomefinal; [ 2007, c¢. 437, 82 (AMD).]

D. Knowingly filed afalse return required by Part 3, chapter 358 or Part 5; or [ 2007, c¢. 437, 82
(AMVD) . ]

E. Failed to deduct and withhold, or truthfully account for or pay over or make returns of, income taxes
in violation of the provisions of chapter 827. [ 2001, c. 583, 88 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 437, 82 (AMD) .]
2. Payroll processors.
[ 2003, c. 668, 812 (AFF); 2003, c. 668, 88 (RP) .]

3. Venue; form and content of complaint. The complaint may be filed in the Superior Court in any
county where the defendant has a regular place of business or in Kennebec County if the defendant has no
regular place of business. The complaint must set forth the name and the address of the defendant as stated
in the defendant's last return filed with the assessor or, if no such return was filed, the defendant's last known
address; the breach of the law or rule committed by the defendant; and the assessor's prayer for relief. The
complaint need not be verified.

[ 2001, c. 583, §38 (NEW .]
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4. Procedure. The Superior Court shall fix atime and place for hearing and cause notice of the time
and place of the hearing to be given to the defendant. The defendant shall serve upon the assessor a copy of
any answer to the complaint at least 3 days before the day of the hearing. The Superior Court may enter and
change such orders and decrees from time to time as the nature of the case may require and, if necessary, may
appoint areceiver.

[ 2001, c. 583, §8 (NEW .]

5. Other remedies no defense. The existence of other civil or criminal remediesis not adefense to a
proceeding brought pursuant to this section.

[ 2001, c. 583, §8 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2001, c. 583, §8 (NEW. 2003, c. 668, §8 (AMD). 2003, c. 668, §12
(AFF). 2007, c. 437, §2 (AVD).

§183. CRIMINAL OFFENSES; STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS

Notwithstanding Title 17-A, section 8, prosecution of any crime defined in this Title must be
commenced within 6 years after it has been committed. [ 1987, c. 772, 86 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 772, §6 (NEW.

8§183-A. SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES

1. Prior conviction; Class D crimes. A person who commits a Class D crime under this Title who has a
prior conviction for a Class B, Class C or Class D crime under this Title commits a Class C crime.

[ 2009, c. 361, §6 (NEW .]

2. Prior conviction; ClassC crimes. A person who commits a Class C crime under this Titlewho has a
prior conviction for a Class B, Class C or Class D crime under this Title commits a Class B crime.

[ 2009, c. 361, §6 (NEW .]

3. Allegation of prior conviction when sentence enhanced. Title 17-A, section 9-A governs the use of
prior convictions when determining a sentence under this section.

[ 2009, c. 361, §6 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2009, c. 361, §6 (NEW.

8184. CRIMINAL OFFENSES

1. Failureto collect, account for or pay over tax. A person whoisrequired under this Title to collect,
truthfully account for and pay over any tax imposed by this Title and who intentionally fails to collect or
truthfully account for or pay over that tax at the time required by law or rule, in addition to any other penalties
provided by law, commitsa Class D crime.

[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. U, 81 (NEW; 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .]
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2. Subsequent offense.
[ 2009, c. 361, 87 (RP) .]

3."Person" defined. For purposes of this section, the word "person” includes, in addition to its defined
meaning in section 111, subsection 3, an officer, director, member, agent or employee of another person who,
in that capacity, is responsible for the control or management of the funds and finances of that person or is
responsible for either the collection or payment of that retailer's taxes.

[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. U, 81 (NEW; 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, 82 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 691, §6 (NEW. 1989, c. 880, §DL (AMD). 2003, c. 452, §X2
(AFF). 2003, c. 452, 8UL (RPR). 2009, c. 361, 87 (AWD).

8184-A. INTENTIONAL EVASION OF TAX

1. Tax amount of $2,000 or less. A person who intentionally attemptsin any manner to evade or defeat
any tax in an amount of $2,000 or less imposed by this Title or the payment of the assessed tax, in addition to
any other penalties provided by law, commitsa Class D crime.

[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. U, 82 (AMD); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, 82 (AFF) .]
1-A. Tax amount of $2000 or less, subsequent offense.
[ 2009, c. 361, 88 (RP) .]

2. Tax amount over $2,000. A person who intentionally attemptsin any manner to evade or defeat any
tax in an amount over $2,000 imposed by this Title or the payment of the assessed tax, in addition to any other
penalties provided by law, commits a Class C crime.

[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. U, 82 (AWMD); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, 82 (AFF) .]
2-A. Tax amount over $2,000, subsequent offense.

[ 2009, c. 361, 89 (RP) .1
3. Dateof prior conviction.

[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. U §2 (RP); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 504, §3 (NEW. 2003, c. 452, §U2 (AVD). 2003, c. 452, §X2
(AFF). 2009, c. 361, §88, 9 (AWD).

§185. SET-OFF

1. Obligation owed to taxpayer. The State or a department, agency or official acting in an official
capacity may assign to the State Tax Assessor, in payment of any liquidated tax liability of ataxpayer under
this Title, an obligation owed to that taxpayer by the State or that department, agency or official.

[ 2005, c. 12, Pt. NNNN, 81 (NEW .]
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2. Liquidated tax liability. Paymentsto a person pursuant to a contract with agencies and departments
of the legidlative, executive and judicial branches of State Government are automatically assigned to the State
Tax Assessor if that person has aliquidated tax liability to the State under this Title, but only to the extent of
the liquidated tax liability.

[ 2005, c. 12, Pt. NNNN, 81 (NEW .]

3. Setoff of lottery winnings against debts. The State Tax Assessor shall periodically notify
the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery
Operations, referred to in this subsection as "the bureau," of all persons who have aliquidated tax liability to
the State under this Title. Prior to paying any lottery winnings that must be paid directly by the bureau, the
bureau shall determine whether the lottery winner is on the list of persons who have aliquidated tax liability
to the State under this Title. If the winner is on the list of persons who have aliquidated tax liability to the
State under this Title, the bureau shall suspend payment of the winnings and provide notice to the winner
of itsintention to set off the winnings against the tax debt. The bureau may assign the winnings due to the
winner to the State Tax Assessor in payment of any liquidated tax liability of the winner under this Title. Any
remaining winnings must be paid to the winner by the bureau.

[ 2007, c. 539, Pt. M 81 (NEW .]

4. Restitution. For purposes of this section, "liquidated tax liability" includes monetary restitution
ordered to be paid to the bureau as part of a sentence imposed for aviolation of this Title or Title 17-A.

[ 2009, c. 361, §10 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 8§13 (NEW. 2005, c. 12, SNNNNL (RPR). 2007, c. 539, Pt.
M 81 (AMD). 2009, c. 361, §10 (AMD).

§186. INTEREST

A person who failsto pay any tax, other than atax imposed pursuant to chapter 105, on or before the
last date prescribed for payment isliable for interest on the tax, calculated from that date and compounded
monthly. The rate of interest for any calendar year equals the highest prime rate as published in the Wall
Street Journal on thefirst day of September of the preceding calendar year or, if the first day of September
falls on aweekend or holiday, on the next succeeding business day, rounded up to the next whole percent
plus 3 percentage points. For purposes of this section, the last date prescribed for payment of tax must be
determined without regard to any extension of time permitted for filing areturn. A tax that is upheld on
administrative or judicial review bearsinterest from the date on which payment would have been duein
the absence of review. Any amount that has been erroneoudly refunded and is recoverable by the assessor
bearsinterest at the rate determined pursuant to this section from the date of payment of the refund. A credit
or reimbursement that has been allowed or paid pursuant to this Title and is recoverable by the assessor
bearsinterest at the rate determined pursuant to this section from the date it was allowed or paid. Interest
accrues automatically, without being assessed by the assessor, and is recoverable by the assessor in the same
manner asif it were atax assessed under this Title. If the failure to pay atax when required is explained to
the satisfaction of the assessor, the assessor may abate or waive the payment of all or any part of that interest.
[2009, c. 625, 83 (AMD).]

Except as otherwise provided in this Title, and except for taxes imposed pursuant to chapter 105, interest
at the rate determined pursuant to this section must be paid on overpayments of tax from the date the return
listing the overpayment was filed or the date payment was made, whichever islater. [ 2009, c. 625,

83 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
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1977, c. 679, §1 (NEW. 1981, c. 22, §81,2 (AWD). 1981, c. 180, §1
(AVD). 1981, c. 364, §14 (AMD). 1981, c. 706, §83,4 (AVD). 1985, c.
333, §81,3 (AWMD). 1987, c. 772, §7 (AWD). 1989, c. 502, §8§A164, Al65
(AVMD). 1991, c. 846, §6 (AVD). 1997, c. 668, §13 (AMD). 1999, c. 414,
§9 (AMD). 2001, c. 583, 89 (AMD). 2001, c. 583, §24 (AFF). 2003, c.
673, SKK1 (AMD). 2003, c. 673, 8KK3 (AFF). 2009, c. 625, §3 (AWD).

§186-A. ADDITIONAL INTEREST

Notwithstanding section 186, for the period from July 1, 2004 to December 31, 2004, the interest rate
calculated pursuant to section 186 for calendar year 2004 isincreased by one percentage point. [ 2003, c.
673, Pt. KK, 8§82 (NEW; 2003, c. 673, Pt. KK, §3 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2003, c. 673, 8KK2 (NEW. 2003, c. 673, 8KK3 (AFF).

8187. PENALTIES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1977, c. 679, 81 (NEW. 1981, c. 364, §§15,16 (AMD). 1985, c. 691, §7
(AVMD). 1991, c. 546, §82-6 (AVD). 1991, c. 873, 88 (AFF). 1991, c.
873, §4 (RP).

8187-A. PREPARER PENALTY

If any part of any understatement of liability with respect to any return or claim for refund isdueto a
willful attempt in any manner to understate the liability for atax by a person who prepares those returns or
claims for compensation, or whose employees do so, that person shall pay a penalty of $500 with respect to
eachreturnor claim. [ 1987, c. 772, 88 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 772, §8 (NEW.

8§187-B. PENALTIES

1. Failuretofilereturn. A person who failsto make and file any return required under this Title at or
before the time the return becomes dueis liable for one of the following penalties if the person's tax liability
shown on that return or otherwise determined to be due is greater than $25.

A. If thereturn isfiled before or within 60 days after the taxpayer receives from the assessor aformal
demand that the return be filed, or if the return is not filed but the tax due is assessed by the assessor
before the taxpayer receives from the assessor aformal demand that the return be filed, the penalty is $25
or 10% of the tax due, whichever isgreater. [ 2011, c. 644, 82 (AMD); 2011, c. 644,
833 (AFF).]

B. If thereturnis not filed within 60 days after the taxpayer receives from the assessor aformal demand
that the return be filed, the penalty is $25 or 25% of the tax due, whichever is greater. The period
provided by this paragraph must be extended for up to 90 daysiif the taxpayer requests an extension

in writing prior to the expiration of the original 60-day period. [ 2011, c. 644, 83 (AMD);
2011, c. 644, 833 (AFF).]

C. If thereturn is not filed and the assessor makes a determination of jeopardy pursuant to section 145,
the penalty is 25% of thetax due. [ 2011, c. 380, Pt. K, 81 (AWMD); 2011, c. 380,
Pt. K 82 (AFF).]
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This subsection does not apply to areturn required pursuant to chapter 459 that is administered pursuant to
the International Fuel Tax Agreement.

[ 2011, c. 644, 882, 3 (AWMD); 2011, c. 644, 833 (AFF) .]
1-A. Failureto fileinformation return.

[ 2013, c. 424, Pt. A 8§22 (RP) .]

2. Failureto pay. Thefollowing penalties apply.

A. Any person who fails to pay, on or before the due date, any amount shown astax on any return
required under this Titleisliable for a penalty of 1% of the unpaid tax for each month or fraction of
amonth during which the failure continues, to a maximum in the aggregate of 25% of the unpaid tax.
[1999, c. 708, 810 (AMD).]

A-1. Any person who fails to make and file any return required under this Title a or before the time the
return becomes due against whom the assessor has made an assessment of tax pursuant to section 141
and who has not paid the tax on or before the date specified in that assessment is liable for a penalty

of 1% of the unpaid tax for each month or fraction of a month during which the tax remains unpaid,
calculated retroactively from the original due date of the unfiled return, to a maximum in the aggregate
of 25% of theunpaidtax. [ 1999, c¢. 708, 811 (NEW.]

B. Any person who fails to pay atax assessment for which no further administrative or judicial review

is available pursuant to section 151 and the Maine Administrative Procedure Act is liable for a penalty

in the amount of 25% of the amount of the tax due if the payment of the tax is not made within 10 days
of the person's receipt of notice of demand for payment as provided by this Title. This penalty must be

explained in the notice of demand and isfinal when levied. [ 1995, c¢. 281, 88 (AMD).]

This subsection does not apply to taxes due pursuant to chapter 459 and administered pursuant to the terms of
the International Fuel Tax Agreement.

[ 2001, c. 396, 89 (AMD) .]
3. Negligence; fraud.

[ 1991, c. 873, §5 (NEW; 1991, c. 873, 89 (AFF); T. 36, §187-B, sub-8§3
(RP) .1

3-A. Negligence; fraud. A person who files areturn under this Title that results in an underpayment of
tax, any portion of which is attributable to negligence or intentional disregard of this Title or rules adopted
pursuant to this Title, but is not attributable to fraud with intent to evade the tax, isliable for a penalty in the
amount of $25 or 25% of that portion of the underpayment, whichever is greater. A person who filesareturn
under this Title that resultsin an underpayment of tax, any portion of which is attributable to fraud with intent
to evade the tax, is liable for apenalty in the amount of $75 or 75% of that portion of the underpayment,
whichever is greater. For the purposes of this section, "negligence”" means any failure to make a reasonable
attempt to comply with the provisions of this Title.

[ 2007, c. 627, 87 (AMD) .]
4, Substantial under statement.

[ 1991, c. 873, §5 (NEW:; 1991, c. 873, 89 (AFF); T. 36, §187-B, sub-§4
(RP) .1
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4-A. Substantial understatement. A person who files areturn under this Title that resultsin an
underpayment of tax, any portion of which is attributable to a substantial understatement of tax, without
negligence or intentional disregard of this Title or rules adopted pursuant to this Title and without fraud
with intent to evade the tax, is liable for a penalty of $5 or 1% of that portion of the underpayment,
whichever is greater, for each month or fraction of a month during which the failure to pay that portion of the
underpayment continues, up to a maximum in the aggregate of $25 or 25% of the underpayment, whichever is
greater.

There isasubstantial understatement of tax if the amount of the understatement on the return or returns
for the period covered by the assessment exceeds 10% of the total tax required to be shown on the
return or returns for that period or $1,000, whichever is greater. For purposes of determining whether an
understatement is substantial and cal cul ating the amount of a substantial understatement that is subject
to penalty under this subsection, the amount of an understatement is reduced by that portion of the
understatement that is attributable to the tax treatment of any item by the taxpayer if thereis or was
substantial authority for that treatment.

[ 2007, c. 627, §8 (AWD) .]

4-B. Excessiverefund. A person who filesaclaim for refund or reimbursement under Part 5 that isthe
basis for the receipt of arefund or reimbursement that substantially exceeds the amount to which the person is
legally entitled is liable for apenalty of $5 or 1% of the excess amount, whichever is greater, for each month
or fraction of a month during which the failure to repay that portion of the refund or reimbursement continues,
to amaximum in the aggregate of $25 or 25% of the overpayment, whichever is greater. For purposes of this
subsection, arefund or reimbursement substantially exceeds the amount to which the personis legally entitled
if the amount of the refund or reimbursement exceeds the amount to which the person islegally entitled by
more than 10% of the corrected amount or $1,000, whichever is greater. For purposes of this subsection,
the amount by which arefund or reimbursement exceeds the amount to which the person islegally entitled
and the excess amount that is subject to penalty under this subsection must be reduced by any portion of the
excessive claim for which the person has substantial authority supporting its position.

[ 2007, c. 437, 8§84 (NEW .]

5. Insufficient funds. Any person who makes payment of an amount due under this Title by means
of acheck or electronic funds transfer that is returned unpaid by the bank on which it is drawn because of
insufficient funds or the closing or nonexistence of the account on which it is drawn isliable for a penalty of
$20 or 1% of the payment amount, whichever is greater.

[ 1999, c. 708, §12 (AMD) .]

5-A. Electronic fundstransfers. Any person required by the assessor to remit taxes by electronic funds
transfer that failsto remit electronically isliable for a penalty of the lesser of 5% of the tax due or $5,000. For
purposes of this section, a person failsto remit electronically when:

A. Two or more required payments in any consecutive 6-month period are either not made or are made
by the person by means other than electronic funds transfer and the person has been notified in writing
by the assessor of that person's noncompliance and of the fact that the penalty imposed by this section
may beimposed; or [ 1997, c. 668, 815 (NEW.]

B. The person makes 2 or more required electronic paymentsin any consecutive 6-month period that
do not comply with the specifications set forth in arule issued by the assessor pursuant to section 193.
[1999, c. 414, 810 (AMD).]

[ 1999, c. 414, §10 (AVD) .]
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5-B. Electronic data submission. Any person required by the State Tax Assessor to file returns by
electronic data submission that fails to file electronically isliable for a penalty of $50. For purposes of this
subsection, a person failsto file electronically when:

A. Two or more required returns in any consecutive 6-month period either are not filed or arefiled by
the person by means other than electronic data submission and the person has been notified in writing
by the State Tax Assessor of that person’'s noncompliance and of the fact that the penalty authorized by
this subsection may beimposed; or [ 2005, c. 332, 84 (NEW; 2005, c. 332, 830
(AFF) . ]

B. The person files 2 or more required electronic returns in any consecutive 6-month period that do not
comply with the specifications set forth in rules adopted by the State Tax Assessor pursuant to section
193. [2005, c. 332, 84 (NEW; 2005, c. 332, 830 (AFF).]

[ 2005, c. 332, §4 (NEW:; 2005, c. 332, §30 (AFF) .]

6. Penalties not exclusive. Each penalty provided under this section isin addition to any interest
and other penalties provided under this section and other law, except as otherwise provided in this section.
Interest may not accrue on the penalty. This section does not apply to any filing or payment responsibility
pursuant to Part 2 except that this section does apply to afiling or payment responsibility pursuant to the state
telecommunications excise tax imposed under section 457. The penalties imposed under subsections 1 and
2 accrue automatically, without being assessed by the State Tax Assessor. Each penalty imposed under this
section is recoverable by the assessor in the same manner asiif it were atax assessed under this Title.

[ 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §7 (AWD) .]

7. Reasonable cause. The assessor shall waive or abate or, in the case of those penalties that do not
accrue automatically under subsection 6, refrain from imposing any penalty imposed by subsection 1, 2, 4-A,
4-B, 5-A or 5-B or by the terms of the International Fuel Tax Agreement if grounds constituting reasonable
cause are established by the taxpayer or if the assessor determines that grounds constituting reasonable cause
are otherwise apparent. Reasonable cause includes, but is not limited to, the following circumstances:

A. Thefailureto file or pay resulted directly from erroneous information provided by the Bureau of
Revenue Services; [ 1991, c. 873, 85 (NEW; 1991, c. 873, 88, 9 (AFF);
1997, c. 526, 814 (AWD).]

B. Thefailureto file or pay resulted directly from the death or seriousillness of the taxpayer or a
member of the taxpayer'simmediate family; [ 1991, c. 873, 85 (NEW; 1991, c. 873,
88, 9 (AFF).]

C. Thefailureto file or pay resulted directly from anatural disaster; [ 1991, c¢. 873, 85 (NEW;
1991, c. 873, 88, 9 (AFF).]

D. A return that was due monthly was filed and paid less than one month late and all of the taxpayer's
returns and payments during the preceding 12 monthsweretimely; [ 1995, c. 281, §9
(AMVD) . ]

E. A return that was due other than monthly was filed and paid less than one month late and all of the
taxpayer's returns and payments during the preceding 3 yearsweretimely; [ 1995, c. 281, §9
(AND) . ]

F. The taxpayer has supplied substantial authority justifying the failureto file or pay; or [ 1991, c.
873, 85 (NEW; 1991, c. 873, 88, 9 (AFF).]

G. The amount subject to a penalty imposed by subsection 1, 2, 4-A or 5-A is de minimis when
considered in relation to the amount otherwise properly paid, the reason for the failure to file or pay and
the taxpayer's compliance history. [ 2011, c¢. 380, Pt. L, 81 (AMD).]
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Absent a determination by the assessor that grounds constituting reasonabl e cause are otherwise apparent, the
burden of establishing grounds for waiver or abatement is on the taxpayer.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. QQ §3 (AMD); 2011, c. 655, Pt. QQ §8 (AFF) .]

For purposes of this section, the term "person” includes an individual, corporation or partnership or
any officer or employee of a corporation, including a dissolved corporation, or amember or employee of a
partnership who, as the officer, employee or member, is under a duty to perform the act in respect of which a
violation occurs. [ 1993, c¢. 395, 86 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1991, c. 873, §86, 7 (AMD). 1991, c. 873, §88, 9 (AFF). 1991, c. 873,
§5 (NEW. 1993, c. 395, §6 (AVD). 1995, c. 281, §88, 9 (AMD). 1995,

c. 395 §KI (AMD). 1995, c. 639, 85 (AMD). 1995, c. 657, §7 (AWD).
1995, c. 657, §10 (AFF). 1997, c. 526, 8§14 (AMD). 1997, c. 668, §§14-16
(AVMD). 1999, c. 414, §10 (AVD). 1999, c. 521, §8A2, 3 (AMD). 1999, c.
708, §810-13 (AMD). 2001, c. 396, §§8-10 (AVD). 2005, c. 332, §§4, 5
(AVMD). 2005, c. 332, §30 (AFF). 2007, c. 437, 883-5 (AWMD). 2007, c.
437, §22 (AFF). 2007, c. 438, §9 (AMD). 2007, c. 627, §86-8 (AWD).
2007, c. 693, §6 (AVD). 2011, c. 380, Pt. K, §1 (AMD). 2011, c. 380,
Pt. K, §2 (AFF). 2011, c. 380, Pt. L, 81 (AMD). 2011, c. 644, §82-4
(AVMD). 2011, c. 644, 833 (AFF). 2011, c. 655, Pt. QQ §82, 3 (AWD).
2011, c. 655, Pt. QQ 88 (AFF). 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §7 (AVD). 2013, c.
424, Pt. A §22 (AWD).

§188. REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE

Each remedy provided in this Titleis not exclusive and is in addition to all other remedies prescribed
in this Title for the enforcement and collection of any tax imposed by this Title. [ 1981, c. 364, 8§17

(NEW. ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 8§17 (NEW.

8§189. TAXES AS ADDITIONAL

Unless otherwise specifically provided, any tax imposed under this Title shall bein addition to all other
taxes legally imposed upon the subject of the tax by any other law of the State now or hereafter in force.
[1981, c. 364, 817 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 8§17 (NEW.

§190. EFFECT OF REPEAL

The repeal of an Act or resolve, or part thereof, imposing atax or taxes shall have no effect upon the
reporting, collecting or refunding of taxes accrued to the date of that repeal. The procedures relating to the
reporting, collecting or refunding of taxesin effect at the date of the repeal shall remain in full force and
effect until the liabilities incurred pursuant to the Act or resolve, or part thereof, are satisfied. [ 1981, c.
364, 817 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 8§17 (NEW.
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8191. CONFIDENTIALITY OF TAX RECORDS
(CONFLICT)

1. Basic prohibition. Itisunlawful for any public official or any employee or agent of the bureau to
inspect willfully any return or examine information contained on any return, for any purpose other than the
conduct of official duties. Except as otherwise provided by law, it is unlawful for any person who, pursuant to
this Title, has been permitted to receive or view any portion of the original or a copy of any report, return or
other information provided pursuant to this Title to divulge or make known in any manner any information set
forth in any of those documents or obtained from examination or inspection under this Title of the premises
or property of any taxpayer. This prohibition applies to both state tax information and federal tax information
filed as part of a state tax return.

[ 1997, c. 668, §17 (AWD) .]

2. Exemptions. This section shall not be construed to prohibit:

A. The delivery to ataxpayer or his duly authorized representative of a certified copy of any return,
report or other information filed by the taxpayer pursuant to this Title; [ 1977, c. 668, §2

(NEW . ]
A-1. The disclosure to an authorized representative of the Maine Potato Board of information obtained
by the assessor in the administration of chapter 710; [ 2013, c. 10, 81 (NEW.]

B. The publication of statistics so classified to prevent the identification of particular reports or returns
and theitemsthereof; [ 1977, c. 668, 82 (NEW.]

C. Theinspection by the Attorney General of information filed by any taxpayer who has requested
review of any tax under this Title or against whom an action or proceeding for collection of tax has
been instituted; or the production in court or to the board on behalf of the State Tax Assessor or any
other party to an action or proceeding under this Title of so much and no more of the information asis
pertinent to the action or proceeding; [ 2011, c¢. 694, 87 (AMD).]

D. The disclosure of information to duly authorized officers of the United States and of other states,
districts and territories of the United States and of Canada and its provinces for use in administration

and enforcement of this Title or of the tax laws of those jurisdictions. With respect to enforcement of the
tax laws of other jurisdictions, the information may not be given to the duly authorized officer unless
the officer's government permits a substantially similar disclosure of information to the taxing officials
of this State and provides for the confidentiality of information in a manner substantialy similar to the
manner provided in thissection; [ 2009, c. 496, 8§86 (AMD).]

E. The provision of information, pursuant to a contract for administrative services, to a person retained
on an independent contract basis or the authorized employees of that person or the provision of
information to state employees outside the Bureau of Revenue Services for the purpose of acquiring
assistance in the administration of this Title and the return to employees of the Bureau of Revenue
Services of the information provided and additional information generated as a product of the
administrative services provided; [ 1977, c. 668, 82 (NEW,; 1997, c. 526, 814
(AMVD) . ]

F. The transmission of information among employees of the Bureau of Revenue Services for the
purposes of enforcing and administering the tax laws of this State and the delivery by aregister of deeds
to the State Tax Assessor or delivery by the State Tax Assessor to the appropriate municipal assessor

or to the Maine Land Use Planning Commission or the Department of Health and Human Services of
"declarations of value" in accordance with section 4641-D. The State Tax Assessor may require entities
requesting information pursuant to this paragraph other than municipal assessors to provide resources
sufficient to cover the cost of providing theforms; [ 2011, c. 655, Pt. I, 89 (AMD);
2011, c. 655, Pt. I, 811 (AFF); 2011, c. 682, 838 (REV).]
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G. The disclosure to the Attorney General of information related to a person who is the subject of a
criminal investigation or prosecution, and the subsequent disclosure of that information by the Attorney
General to adistrict attorney, an assistant district attorney or a state, county or local law enforcement
agency that is participating in the criminal investigation or prosecution of that person. A request from
the Attorney General for information related to a person who is the subject of acriminal investigation or
prosecution must be submitted to the State Tax Assessor in writing and must include:

(1) The name and address of the person to whom the requested information rel ates;
(2) The taxable period or periods to which the requested information relates;

(3) The statutory authority under which the criminal investigation or prosecution is being
conducted; and

(4) The specific reason the requested information is, or may be, relevant to the criminal
investigation or prosecution.

The Attorney General or adistrict attorney, assistant district attorney or law enforcement agency to
which the Attorney General has disclosed tax information related to a person who is the subject of a
criminal investigation or prosecution shall retain physical control of that information until the conclusion
of the criminal investigation or prosecution for which the information was requested, after which the
information must be returned immediately to the assessor; [ 2011, c¢. 240, 82 (AMD).]

H. The disclosure by the State Tax Assessor of the fact that a person isor is not registered under this
Title or disclosure of both the fact that a registration under this Title has been revoked and the reasons
for revocation; [ 1981, c. 698, 8176 (RPR).]

I. The disclosure of information acquired pursuant to Part 2; [ 1985, c. 764, 83 (AM).]

J. The disclosure to a state agency seeking setoff of aliquidated debt against atax refund pursuant to
section 5276-A of information necessary to effectuate the intent of that section; [ 1987, c. 19, 81
(AVMD); 1987, c. 210, 81 (AMD).]

K. Thedisclosure by a municipal assessor, or by the State Tax Assessor with regard to the unorganized
territory, of information contained on a declaration of value filed pursuant to section 4641-D or the
Internet publication by the State Tax Assessor of information, other than taxpayer identification
numbers, obtained from declarations of value filed pursuant to section 4641-D, except that, upon request
by an individual who is certified by the Secretary of State as a participant in the Address Confidentiality
Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90-B, the municipal assessor shall redact the name of that individual
on the declaration of value form prior to disclosure; [ 2015, c¢. 313, 84 (AMD).]

L. The listing of gasoline distributors possessing a certificate under section 2904 and the number of
taxable gallons sold by each gasoline distributor in this State each month; [ 2013, c¢. 25, 8§81
(AND) . ]

M. The disclosure by employees of the Bureau of Revenue Services, in connection with their official
duties relating to any examination, collection activity, civil or criminal tax investigation or any other
offense under this Title, of return information to the limited extent that disclosureis necessary in
obtaining information, which is not otherwise available, with respect to the correct determination of tax,
liability for tax or the amount to be collected or with respect to the enforcement of this Title; [ 1987,
c. 769, Pt. A 8147 (RPR); 1997, c. 526, 814 (AMD).]

N. The disclosure by the State Tax Assessor of computerized individual income tax data, without
identification by taxpayer name, number or address, to aresearch agency of the Legidature; [ 1991,
c. 820, 85 (AMD).]

O. The disclosure to an authorized representative of the Department of Health and Human Services of an
individual's residence, employer, income and assets for child support enforcement purposes as required
by the Social Security Act, 42 United States Code, Chapter 7, subchapter IV, Part D (1966), when a
reguest containing the payor's socia security number is made by the department; [ 2009, c. 434,
8§11 (AMD).]
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P. The public disclosure by the State Tax Assessor of the name, last known business address and title of
the professional license or certificate of any person whose license or certificate of authority to conduct a
profession, trade or business in this State has not been renewed, reissued or otherwise extended by order
of the assessor pursuant to section 175. This disclosure may be made only after no further administrative
or judicial review of the order is available under section 151 or the Maine Administrative Procedure Act;
[1995, c. 368, Pt. W 86 (AMD); 1995, c. 419, 830 (AMD).]

Q. Thelisting of persons possessing certificates under section 3204 and the number of taxable gallons
sold by each person possessing a certificate in this State each month; [ 2013, c. 25, §2
(AND) . ]

R. The disclosure to the Department of Health and Human Services of information relating to the
administration and collection of the taxes imposed by chapter 358, chapter 373, chapter 375 and chapter
377; [2005, c. 332, 86 (AMWD).]

S. The disclosure to an authorized representative of the Department of Health and Human Services of the
names and social security numbers of applicants for the Maine Residents Property Tax Relief Program
for the purpose of identifying those who are not eligible for that program pursuant to section 6207,
subsection 3. The Department of Health and Human Services may not disclose names or social security
numbers to any person, agency or organization, other than the Bureau of Revenue Services, nor may
those names and socia security numbers be used for any purpose other than the purpose stated in this
paragraph; [ 1995, c. 2, 889 (COR); 1997, c. 526, 814 (AMD); 2003, c.
689, Pt. B, 86 (REV).]

T. The disclosure to an authorized representative of the Department of Health and Human Services of
information in the possession of the bureau identifying the location of an interest-bearing account in the
name and social security number of a delinquent payor of child support as requested by the Department
of Health and Human Services;, [ 1995, c¢. 2, 890 (COR); 2003, c. 689, Pt. B, 86
(REV) . ]

U. The disclosure by employees of the Bureau of Revenue Servicesto designated representatives of the
Secretary of State of information required by the Secretary of State for the administration of the special
fuel tax imposed by chapter 459; [ 1997, c. 703, 82 (AMD).]

V. The disclosure by employees of the Bureau of Revenue Services, to designated representatives of
the Department of Labor, of al information required by the State Tax Assessor and the Commissioner
of Labor for the administration of the taxes imposed by Part 8 and by Title 26, chapter 13 and the
Competitive Skills Scholarship Fund contribution imposed by Title 26, section 1166 and of all
information required by the Director of the Bureau of Labor Standards within the Department of Labor
for the enforcement of Title 26, section 872; [ 2009, c. 637, 8§13 (AMD).]

W. The disclosure by the State Tax Assessor to the State Auditor when necessary to the performance of
the State Auditor's official duties; [ 1999, c. 708, 8§14 (AMD).]

X. [2001, c. 691, §6 (AFF); 2001, c. 691, 83 (RP).]

Y. The disclosure by the State Tax Assessor, upon request in writing of any individual against whom an
assessment has been made pursuant to section 177, subsection 1, of the following information:

(2) Information regarding the underlying tax liability to the extent necessary to apprise the
individual of the basis of the assessment;

(2) The name of any other individual against whom an assessment has been made for the same
underlying tax debt; and

(3) The genera nature of any steps taken by the assessor to collect the underlying tax debt from any
other individuals and the amount collected; [ 2003, c¢. 390, 82 (AMD).]

Z. The disclosure to the Treasurer of State when necessary for the performance of the Treasurer of State's
official duties as administrator under Title 33, chapter 41 of the following information:
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(1) The current mailing address for a taxpayer for purposes of returning unclaimed or abandoned
property to the rightful owner or heir; and

(2) The names and mailing addresses of all Maine corporate income tax filersin an electronic
medium prescribed by the State Tax Assessor; [ 2003, c. 390, 83 (AMD).]

AA. The disclosure by employees of the bureau to designated representatives of the Finance Authority of
Maine necessary for the administration of section 6656, subsection 3 and section 6758, subsection 4 and
of information required to ensure that recipients of certain benefits under Title 20-A, chapter 417-E are
eligibleto receive such benefits; [ 2013, c. 67, 81 (AMD).]

BB. The disclosure to an authorized representative of the Department of Health and Human Services,
Office of Child Care and Head Start of taxpayer information directly relating to the certification of
investments eligible for or the eligibility of ataxpayer for the quality child care investment credit
provided by section 5219-Q; [ 2005, c. 683, Pt. A 860 (RPR).]

CC. The disclosure to an authorized representative of the Department of Professional and Financial
Regulation of information necessary for the administration of Title 10, chapter 222; [ 2005, c.
683, Pt. A 861 (RPR).]

DD. The delivery of acertified copy of any return, report or other information provided or filed pursuant
to this Title by a partnership, corporation, trust or estate or any report of any examination of areturn filed
by a partnership, corporation, trust or estate to any person:

(1) Who signed the return;
(2) Who is the personal representative or executor of the estate filing the return;

(3) Who was amember of the partnership filing the return during any part of the period covered by
the return;

(4) Who is atrustee of the trust filing the return;

(5) Who was a shareholder during any part of the period covered by the return filed by an S
corporation;

(6) Who is an officer, or a bona fide shareholder of record owning 1% or more of the outstanding
stock, of the corporation filing the return;

(7) Who is the person authorized to act for the corporation if the corporation has been dissolved; or

(8) Who is the duly authorized representative of any of the persons described in subparagraphs (1)
to (7).

The exception under this paragraph does not include the disclosure of confidential information of a
particular partner, shareholder, beneficiary or trustee or other person receiving income from one of the
entities described in subparagraphs (1) to (8) unless otherwise authorized; [ 2005, c¢. 332, 89
(NEW . ]

DD. (REALLOCATED TOT. 36, §191, sub-§2, {HH) [2005, c. 1, §18 (RAL); 2005,
c. 395, 83 (NEW.]

DD. (REALLOCATED TOT. 36, §191, sub-82, ll) [2005, c. 1, 8§19 (RAL); 2005, c.
396, §7 (NEW.]

EE. The disclosure by the State Tax Assessor of the fact that a person has or has not been issued a
certificate of exemption pursuant to section 1760, 2013 or 2557, a provisional resale certificate pursuant
to section 1754-B, subsection 2-B or aresale certificate pursuant to section 1754-B, subsection 2-C;
[2007, c. 438, 810 (AMD).]

FF. The disclosure to the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles of whether the
person seeking registration of avehicle has paid the tax imposed by Part 3 with respect to that vehicle;
[2005, c. 683, Pt. A 862 (AMD).]

| 58 . o Generated
§191. Confidentiality of tax records 12.22.2016



MRS Title 36: TAXATION
Chapter 7: UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

GG. The disclosure to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Division of Licensing and
Registration of whether the person seeking registration of a snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle or watercraft
has paid the tax imposed by Part 3 with respect to that snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle or watercraft;
[2011, c. 253, 837 (AMD).]

HH. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 36, §191, sub-§2, fDD) [2015, c. 300, Pt. A, §5
(RP).1]

[1. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 36, 8191, sub-82, 1DD) The disclosure to an authorized representative
of the Maine Milk Commission of information on the quantity of packaged milk handled in the State
and subject to the milk handling fee established in section 4902 and other information obtained by the
assessor in the administration of chapter 721; [ 2007, c. 539, Pt. M 82 (AMD); 2007,
c. 539, Pt. OO 85 (AMD); 2007, c. 693, 87 (AWMD); 2007, c. 694, 81
(AMVD) . ]

JJ. The disclosure to the State Purchasing Agent of a person's sales tax standing as necessary to enforce
Title 5, section 1825-B, subsection 14; [ 2009, c. 361, 8§12 (AMD). ]

KK. The disclosure of information necessary to administer the setoff of liquidated tax debts pursuant to
section 185, subsection 3; [ 2009, c. 361, 8§13 (AMD).]

(Paragraph KK as enacted by PL 2007, c. 539, Pt. OO, §7 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE 36, SECTION
191, SUBSECTION 2, PARAGRAPH LL)

(Paragraph KK as enacted by PL 2007, c. 693, 89 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE 36, SECTION 191,
SUBSECTION 2, PARAGRAPH MM)

(Paragraph KK as enacted by PL 2007, c. 694, §3 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE 36, SECTION 191,
SUBSECTION 2, PARAGRAPH NN)

LL. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 36, 8191, sub-82, 1KK) The disclosure to any state agency of
information relating to the administration and collection of any debt transferred to the bureau for
collection pursuant to section 112-A; [ 2009, c¢. 652, Pt. A, 850 (AMD).]

MM. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 36, §191, sub-82, KK) The disclosure to an authorized
representative of the Department of Economic and Community Devel opment of information required
for the administration of the visual media production credit under section 5219-Y, the employment tax
increment financing program under chapter 917, the visual media production reimbursement program
under chapter 919-A or the Pine Tree Development Zone program under Title 30-A, chapter 206,
subchapter 4; [ 2009, c. 652, Pt. A 851 (AMVD).]

NN. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 36, 8191, sub-82, KK) The disclosure to an authorized representative
of the Wild Blueberry Commission of Maine of information required for or submitted to the assessor in
connection with the administration of the tax imposed under chapter 701; [ 2011, c. 240, 8§83
(AMVD) . ]

OO0. The disclosure to duly authorized officers of the Federal Government and of other state
governments of information necessary to administer a set-off agreement pursuant to section 112,
subsection 13. The information may not be disclosed unless the officer's government permits a
substantially similar disclosure of information to the taxing officials of this State and protects the
confidentiality of the information in a manner substantially similar to that provided by this section;
[2009, c. 2, 8106 (COR).]

PP. The disclosure to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry of information contained
on the commercial forestry excise tax return filed pursuant to section 2726, such as the landowner

name, address and acreage, to facilitate the administration of chapter 367; [ 2011, c. 211, 8§19
(AMD); 2011, c. 331, 89 (AWD); 2011, c. 331, 8816, 17 (AFF); 2011,
c. 439, 85 (AMD); 2011, c. 439, 812 (AFF); 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 85
(REV).]
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(Paragraph PP as enacted by PL 2009, c. 592, §2 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE 36, SECTION 191,
SUBSECTION 2, PARAGRAPH QQ)

QQ. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 36, 8191, sub-82, PP) The disclosure of registration, reporting and
payment information to the Department of Environmental Protection necessary for the administration of
Title 38, chapter 33; [ 2015, c. 166, 8§12 (AMD).]

RR. The disclosure to the Finance Authority of Maine of the cumulative value of eligible premiums
submitted for reimbursement pursuant to Title 10, section 1020-C; [ 2011, c. 1, 851 (COR).]

(Paragraph RR as enacted by PL 2011, c. 331, 811 and affected by 8816 and 17 is REALLOCATED TO
TITLE 36, SECTION 191, SUBSECTION 2, PARAGRAPH TT)

(Paragraph RR as enacted by PL 2011, c. 439, 8§7 and affected by §12 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE 36,
SECTION 191, SUBSECTION 2, PARAGRAPH UU)

SS. The disclosure of information to the Finance Authority of Maine necessary for the administration
of the new markets capital investment credit in sections 2533 and 5219-HH and to the Commissioner of
Administrative and Financial Services as necessary for the execution of the memorandum of agreement
pursuant to section 5219-HH, subsection 3; [ 2011, c. 548, 811 (AMD).]

(Paragraph SSas enacted by PL 2011, c. 439, 88 and affected by §12 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE 36,
SECTION 191, SUBSECTION 2, PARAGRAPH \WV)

TT. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 36, §191, sub-82, RR) The disclosure to tax officials of other states,
and to clearinghouses and other administrative entities acting on behalf of participating states, of
information necessary for the administration of a multistate agreement entered into pursuant to section
2532; [2011, c. 548, 8§12 (AMD).]

UU. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 36, 8191, sub-82, 1RR) The production in court on behalf of the
assessor or any other party to an action or proceeding under this Title, or the production pursuant to a
discovery request under the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure or arequest under the freedom of access
laws, of any reconsideration decision or advisory ruling issued on or after July 1, 2012, in redacted
format so as not to reveal information from which the taxpayer may be identified, except that federal
returns and federal return information provided to the State by the Internal Revenue Service may not be
disclosed except as permitted by federal law. A person requesting the production of any such document
shall pay, at the time the request is made, all direct and indirect costs associated with the redacting of
information from which the taxpayer or other interested party may be identified, plus an additional fee of
$100 per request; [ 2013, c¢. 424, Pt. A 823 (RPR).]

VV. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 36, 8191, sub-82, 1SS) The disclosure by the assessor to the taxpayer
advocate under section 151-C of information related to a petition for reconsideration filed by ataxpayer
pursuant to section 151. The taxpayer advocate is prohibited from disclosing information obtained
pursuant to this paragraph other than to the particular taxpayer to whom the information pertains;
[2013, c. 331, Pt. B, 83 (AMD).]

WW. The disclosure of information to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife necessary for the
administration of the credit for Maine fishery infrastructure investment under section 5216-D; [ 2013,
c. 331, Pt. B, 8 (RPR.]

XX. The disclosure of information by the assessor to the board, except that such disclosureis limited to
information that is pertinent to an appeal or other action or proceeding before the board; [ 2015, c.
300, Pt. A 86 (AMD); 2015, c. 344, 86 (AMD).]

YY. The inspection and disclosure of information by the board to the extent necessary to conduct
appeal s procedures pursuant to this Title and issue a decision on an appeal to the parties. The board may
make available to the public redacted decisions that do not disclose the identity of ataxpayer or any
information made confidentia by state or federal statute; [ 2015, c¢. 490, 82 (AMD); 2015,
c. 494, Pt. A 841 (AVD).]
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ZZ. (CONFLICT: Text asrepeaed and replaced by PL 2015, c. 490, 83) The disclosure by the State Tax
Assessor to a qualified Pine Tree Development Zone business that has filed a claim for reimbursement
under section 2016 of information related to any insufficiency of the claim, including records of
acontractor or subcontractor that assigned the claim for reimbursement to the qualified Pine Tree
Development Zone business and records of the vendors of the contractor or subcontractor; [ 2015, c.
490, 83 (RPR).]

ZZ. (CONFLICT: Text asrepealed and replaced by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. A, 842) The disclosure by

the State Tax Assessor to aqualified Pine Tree Development Zone business that has filed a claim for
reimbursement under section 2016 of information related to any insufficiency of the claim, including
records of a contractor or subcontractor that assigned the claim for reimbursement to the qualified Pine
Tree Development Zone business and records of the vendors of the contractor or subcontractor; and
[2015, c. 494, Pt. A 842 (RPR).]

AAA. (CONFLICT: Text as enacted by PL 2015, c. 490, 8§4) The disclosure of information by the State
Tax Assessor or the Associate Commissioner for Tax Policy to the Office of Program Evaluation and
Government Accountability under Title 3, section 991 for the review and evaluation of tax expenditures
pursuant to Title 3, chapter 37; and [ 2015, c¢. 490, 84 (NEW.]

AAA. (CONFLICT: Text as enacted by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. A, 843) The disclosure of information

by the State Tax Assessor or the Associate Commissioner for Tax Policy to the Office of Program
Evaluation and Government Accountability under Title 3, section 991 for the review and evaluation of
tax expenditures pursuant to Title 3, chapter 37. [ 2015, c. 494, Pt. A, 843 (NEW.]

BBB. The disclosure to an authorized representative of the Department of Professional and Financial
Regulation, Bureau of Insurance of information necessary to determine whether along-term disability
income protection plan or short-term disability income protection plan as described in section 5219-
NN, subsection 1 qualifies for the disability income protection plans in the workplace credit provided by
section 5219-NN. [ 2015, c. 490, 84 (NEW.]

[ 2015, c. 490, §82-4 (AMD); 2015, c. 494, Pt. A §841-43 (AWD) .]

3. Additional restrictions for information provided by Internal Revenue Service. Federal returns
and federal return information provided to the State by the Internal Revenue Service may not be disclosed
to other states, districts and territories of the United States or provinces of Canada, to legidlative committees
or the agents of the committees or to the Attorney General for the purpose of criminal investigations and
prosecutions unrelated to this Title. These restrictions are in addition to those imposed by subsection 1.

[ 1999, c. 708, §17 (AMVD) .]

3-A. Additional restrictionsfor proprietary information provided to assessor. Information
and materials provided in confidence to the assessor and used by the bureau for the purpose of preparing
legislation or legidative analysis, including the preparation of fiscal estimates for the Office of Fiscal
and Program Review, are to be accorded the same confidentiality as established by this section for tax
information.

[ 2003, c. 390, §5 (NEW .]

3-B. Additional restrictionsfor certain information provided by the Department of Health and
Human Services. Information provided to the assessor by the Department of Health and Human Services
pursuant to section 175 and Title 22, section 2425, subsection 8, paragraph L may be used by the bureau only
for the administration and enforcement of taxes imposed under this Title. These restrictions are in addition to
those imposed by subsection 1.

[ 2013, c. 595, Pt. J, §2 (NEW; 2013, c. 595, Pt. J, 8§84 (AFF) .]
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4. Penalties. A person who willfully violates this section commits a Class E crime. An offender who is
an officer or employee of the State must be dismissed from office.

[ 2009, c. 496, §7 (AMVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 668, §2 (NEW. 1979, c. 127, §193 (AMD). 1981, c. 364, §18
(AVD). 1981, c. 504, 881,2 (AVD). 1981, c. 698, §176 (AMD). 1985, c.
764, §83-5 (AMD). 1987, c. 19, §§1-3 (AMD). 1987, c. 43, (AMD). 1987,
c. 201, §81-3 (AWD). 1987, c. 402, §§B22-B27 (AMD). 1987, c. 497, §§7-9
(AVD). 1987, c. 769, 88A145-A149 (AMD). 1991, c. 546, §7 (AWMD). 1991,
c. 820, §8§5-7 (AWD). 1991, c. 837, §B18 (AWD). 1993, c. 395, §7 (AMD).
RR 1995, c. 2, §8§89-92 (COR). 1995, c. 178, §81-3 (AVD). 1995, c. 368,
§§W6-8 (AMD). 1995, c. 395, §§S1-3 (AMD). 1995, c. 419, §§30-33 (AMD).
1995, c. 625, §8A46-49 (AMD). 1995, c. 639, §6 (AMD). 1995 c. 657,

§8 (AVD). 1995, c. 657, 8§10 (AFF). 1995, c. 694, §D61 (AMD). 1995, c.
694, 8E2 (AFF). 1997, c. 504, §4 (AMD). 1997, c. 526, §14 (AMD). 1997,
c. 537, §60 (AMD). 1997, c. 537, §62 (AFF). 1997, c. 668, §17 (AWD).
1997, c. 703, §82-4 (AMD). 1999, c. 414, §811-13 (AVD). 1999, c. 708,
§§14-17 (AMD). 2001, c. 23, §1 (AMD). 2001, c. 293, §6 (AMD). 2001,
c. 396, §11 (AMD). 2001, c. 439, §§L6-8 (AMD). 2001, c. 691, §3 (AMVD).
2001, c. 691, §6 (AFF). 2001, c. 714, §CC2 (AMD). 2001, c. 714, §CC8
(AFF). RR 2003, c. 2, §114 (COR). 2003, c. 390, §81-5 (AMD). 2003, c.
390, §55 (AFF). 2003, c. 668, §§9,10 (AMD). 2003, c. 668, §12 (AFF).
2003, c. 673, §DD2 (AMD). 2003, c. 689, §B6 (REV). 2003, c. 705, 83
(AMD). RR 2005, c. 1, §818,19 (COR). 2005, c. 332, §8§6-9 (AMD). 2005,
c. 395, §§1-3 (AWD). 2005, c. 396, §§5-7 (AVD). 2005, c. 683, §§A60- 64
(AVD). 2007, c. 328, 882-4 (AVD). 2007, c. 352, Pt. A §4 (AWD). 2007,
c. 438, §10 (AMD). 2007, c. 539, Pt. M §8§2-4 (AMD). 2007, c. 539, Pt.
0O, §85-7 (AMD). 2007, c. 693, §§7-9 (AMD). 2007, c. 694, §§1-3 (AWVD).
RR 2009, c. 2, §8§105-108 (COR). 2009, c. 340, §27 (AVD). 2009, c. 361,
§§11-17 (AMD). 2009, c. 434, §§11, 12 (AVD). 2009, c. 470, §4 (AVD).
2009, c. 496, 886, 7 (AMD). 2009, c. 568, §2 (AMD). 2009, c. 592, §2
(AVMD). 2009, c. 637, 8§13 (AMD). 2009, c. 652, Pt. A §850-52 (AWD).

RR 2011, c. 1, §849-53 (COR). 2011, c. 211, 8§819-21 (AMD). 2011, c.
240, 8§82, 3 (AMD). 2011, c. 253, §37 (AMD). 2011, c. 331, §§9-11 (AMD).
2011, c. 331, 8816, 17 (AFF). 2011, c. 380, Pt. Q 8§82-4 (AMD). 2011,
c. 380, Pt. Q §7 (AFF). 2011, c. 439, §85-8 (AMD). 2011, c. 439,

§12 (AFF). 2011, c. 548, §§11, 12 (AMD). 2011, c. 644, §§5-7 (AVD).
2011, c. 655, Pt. |, 8§89 (AMD). 2011, c. 655, Pt. I, 8§11 (AFF). 2011,
c. 657, Pt. W 85 (REV). 2011, c. 682, 8§38 (REV). 2011, c. 694, 8§8§7-10
(AVMD). 2013, c. 10, 8§81 (AVMD). 2013, c. 25, §81, 2 (AVD). 2013, c. 67,
§1 (AVD). 2013, c. 331, Pt. B, §§83-5 (AVMD). 2013, c. 424, Pt. A §23
(AVD). 2013, c. 595, Pt. J, §2 (AMD). 2013, c. 595, Pt. J, §4 (AFF).
2015, c. 166, §12 (AVD). 2015, c. 300, Pt. A §85-7 (AWMD). 2015, c.
313, §4 (AVD). 2015, c. 344, 8§86, 7 (AMD). 2015, c. 490, §§2-4 (AWD).
2015, c. 494, Pt. A §8§41-43 (AWD).
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§192. MISCELLANEOUS

1. Expenses. The reasonable and necessary traveling expenses of the State Tax Assessor and of his
employees while actually engaged in the performance of their duties, certified upon vouchers approved by the
State Tax Assessor, shall be paid by the Treasurer of State upon warrant of the State Controller.

[ 1981, c. 364, §19 (NEW .]

2. Facsimile signature. A facsimile of the signature of the State Tax Assessor imprinted by or at his
direction upon any license, registration certificate, notice of assessment or statutory demand notice issued by
him under authority of this Title shall have the same validity as his written signature.

[ 1981, c. 364, §19 (NEW .]

3. Small payments. No payment of less than $1 may be made pursuant to this Title, except in the case
of an overpayment of tax when a specific written request is made by the taxpayer.

[ 1981, c. 364, §19 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 8§19 (NEW.

8193. RETURNS; DECLARATION COVERING PERJURY; SUBMISSION OF
RETURNS AND FUNDS BY ELECTRONIC MEANS

1. Declaration required. Any return, report or other document required to be filed pursuant to this Title
must contain a declaration, in aform prescribed by the State Tax Assessor, that the statements contained in
the return, report or other document are true and are made under the penalties of perjury. When atax returnis
filed electronically by ataxpayer or with the taxpayer's permission, the filing of that return constitutes a sworn
statement by the taxpayer, made under the penalties of perjury, that the tax liability shown on thereturnis
correct.

[ 2005, c. 332, §10 (NEW .]

2. Electronicfiling. The State Tax Assessor, with the approval of the Commissioner of Administrative
and Financial Services may adopt arule allowing or requiring the filing of areturn or document by electronic
data submission. The rule must establish thresholds or phase-in periods to assist taxpayers and preparersin
complying with any electronic data submission requirement.

A. Unless otherwise provided by arule adopted pursuant to this subsection, in the case of an employer
that submits returns in accordance with section 5253 with respect to 100 or more employees, whether
the returns are submitted directly by the employer or by a 3rd party on behaf of the employer, the
assessor may require that the returns be filed by electronic data submission. [ 2007, c. 437, 86
(AMVD) . ]

B. Unless otherwise provided by arule adopted pursuant to this subsection, in the case of a payroll
processor as defined in Title 10, chapter 222 that submits returns pursuant to section 5253 or Title 26,
chapter 13, subchapter 5 or 7 for 100 or more employers, the assessor may require that the returns be
filed by electronic data submission. [ 2007, c. 693, 8§10 (AMD).]

C. Unless otherwise provided by a rule adopted pursuant to this subsection, in the case of an employer
that submits returns pursuant to Title 26, chapter 13, subchapter 5 or 7, the assessor may require that the
returns be filed by electronic data submission. [ 2015, c. 300, Pt. A, 88 (NEW.]

[ 2015, c. 300, Pt. A 88 (AVD) .]
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3. Payment by electronic fundstransfer. The State Tax Assessor, with the approval of the
Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services, may adopt arule allowing or requiring the payment
of atax or the refund of atax by electronic funds transfer. An electronic funds transfer allowed or required
by the assessor pursuant to this subsection in payment of atax obligation to the State is considered a return.
For the purposes of this subsection, "tax" includes Competitive Skills Scholarship Fund contributions and
unemployment insurance contributions required to be paid to the State pursuant to Title 26.

A. Unless otherwise provided by arule adopted pursuant to this subsection, in the case of aperson
that is liable for $200,000 or more per year pursuant to section 5253 or for $400,000 or more per year
in payments of any other single tax type, the assessor may require payment or refund of that tax by
electronic fundstransfer. [ 2007, c. 437, 86 (AMD).]

B. Unless otherwise provided by arule adopted pursuant to this subsection, in the case of a payroll
processor as defined in Title 10, chapter 222, the assessor may require payment or refund of taxes
pursuant to section 5253 and payment or refund of Competitive Skills Scholarship Fund contributions
and unemployment insurance contributions pursuant to Title 26, chapter 13, subchapters5 and 7,
respectively, by electronic fundstransfer. [ 2007, c. 693, 811 (AMD).]

[ 2007, c. 693, §11 (AWD) .]

4. Adoption of rules. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules for the purposes
of Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

[ 2007, c. 437, §6 (AWD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1995, c. 639, §7 (NEW. 1997, c. 504, 85 (AWD). 1997, c. 668, §18
(AVMD). 1999, c. 708, §18 (AMD). 2005, c. 332, §30 (AFF). 2005, c. 332,
§10 (RPR). 2007, c. 437, §6 (AMD). 2007, c. 693, §810, 11 (AWMD). 2015,
c. 300, Pt. A 88 (AWD).

§194. DATA WAREHOUSE

1. Information provided to State Tax Assessor; use and confidentiality of data. Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary of State and all executive branch departments, boards, commissions,
divisions, authorities, districts or other executive branch agencies of the State shall annually provide to
the State Tax Assessor, within 3 months of the request of the assessor, and in such form as the assessor
may prescribe, electronic data that those entities possess unless such release is prohibited by federal law.
Information provided to the assessor pursuant to this section must be treated as though it is tax return
information that is subject to the confidentiality and disclosure provisions of section 191 and its disclosureis
further restricted as requested by the agency providing the information and as agreed to by the Commissioner
of Administrative and Financial Services.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. TTTT, 81 (NEW .]

2. Expense of creating and maintaining data war ehouse; transfer of funds. The State Controller
shall transfer from the General Fund an amount authorized by the assessor equal to the expensesincurred
in creating and maintaining the data warehouse authorized by this section and in collecting the debts arising
from the operation of the data warehouse. These expenses are limited to those resulting from 3rd-party
contingency fee contracts for the services referenced in this section and include any associated expense
charged by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Information Technology for
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directly related services. The amount transferred must be deposited into a dedicated, nonlapsing account to be
used solely for the purpose of creating and maintaining the data warehouse. Interest earned on balances in the
account accrue to the account.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. TTTT, &1 (NEW .]

3. Report to Legislature. The assessor shall annually report to the joint standing committees of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters and appropriations and financial affairs the costs
incurred in creating and maintaining, and the tax revenues collected by using, the data warehouse authorized
by this section.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. TTTT, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2009, c. 213, Pt. TTTT, §1 (NEW.

8194-A. REVIEW OF CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE APPLICATION OF SALES
AND USE TAX LAW

1. Consultation. Beforeimplementing a significant change in policy, practice or interpretation of
the sales and use tax law that would result in additional revenue, the bureau shall consult with the Office
of the Attorney General to determine if the change should be reviewed by the appropriate legisative
committee of oversight. If the consultation resultsin an agreement that a proposed change in policy, practice
or interpretation of the sales and use tax law is a significant change that would result in additional revenue
and should be reviewed by the appropriate legislative committee of oversight, the bureau shall notify the
appropriate legislative committee of oversight pursuant to subsection 2.

[ 2011, c. 503, §1 (NEW .]

2. Natification and review. If, pursuant to subsection 1, the Office of the Attorney General and the
bureau agree that a proposed change in policy, practice or interpretation of the sales and use tax law is
asignificant change that would result in additional revenue and should be reviewed by the appropriate
legislative committee of oversight, the bureau shall notify the chairs of the appropriate legidative committee
of oversight of the results of the consultation at least 45 days prior to implementation of the change in policy,
practice or interpretation of the sales and use tax law, if reasonably practicable. The chairs of the legislative
committee of oversight shall notify all committee membersin writing of the proposed change in policy,
practice or interpretation of the sales and use tax law and may schedule atime for committee review and
discussion.

[ 2011, c. 503, §1 (NEW .]

3. Report. The bureau shall report annually by January 15th to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters regarding the consultation process and, consistent with
attorney-client privilege and any other legal privilege and legal confidentiality requirements, provide a brief
summary of the issues for which a consultation was sought and the results of each consultation.

[ 2011, c. 503, §1 (NEW .]
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4. Assessment validity. The provisions of this section establish a procedural consultation and reporting
requirement to assist routine legislative oversight. It does not affect the validity of any assessment or tax
liability under this Title.

[ 2011, c. 503, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2011, c. 503, 81 (NEW.

§194-B. NATIONAL CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD INFORMATION

As part of the process of evaluating an applicant for employment with the bureau, the assessor shall
perform a national criminal history record check in accordance with this section, except the Associate
Commissioner for Tax Policy shall perform anational criminal history record check for an applicant for
employment with the Office of Tax Policy. [ 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 86 (AMD).]

1. Criminal history record infor mation obtained from the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The
assessor shall obtain national criminal history record information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation for
any person not then employed with the Bureau of Revenue Services who has applied for and may be offered
employment, except that for a person who has applied for and may be offered employment with the bureau's
Office of Tax Policy, the Associate Commissioner for Tax Policy shall obtain the national criminal history
record information.

[ 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, §7 (AND) .]

2. Fingerprinting. Anindividual not then employed with the Bureau of Revenue Services applying for
employment with the bureau must consent to having fingerprints taken for use in accordance with this section
before the individual may be employed by the bureau. The State Police shall take or cause to be taken the
applicant's fingerprints and shall forward the fingerprints to the Department of Public Safety, State Bureau of
Identification so that the State Bureau of |dentification can conduct state and national criminal history record
checks for the Bureau of Revenue Services. The State Police may charge the Bureau of Revenue Services for
the expenses incurred in processing state and national criminal history record checks. The full fee charged
under this subsection must be deposited in a dedicated revenue account for the State Bureau of |dentification
with the purpose of paying costs associated with the maintenance and replacement of the criminal history
record systems.

[ 2013, c. 546, §7 (NEW .]

3. Confidentiality. All information obtained by the assessor or the Associate Commissioner for Tax
Policy pursuant to this section is confidential and not a public record pursuant to Title 1, chapter 13.

[ 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 88 (AWD) .]

4, Applicant'saccessto criminal history record information. The Bureau of Revenue Services shall
provide an applicant with access to information obtained pursuant to this section, if requested, by providing
a paper copy of the criminal history record information directly to the applicant, but only after the Bureau of
Revenue Services confirms that the applicant is the subject of the record. In addition, the Bureau of Revenue
Services shall publish guidance on requesting such information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

[ 2013, c. 546, §7 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2013, c. 546, §7 (NEW. 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, §§86-8 (AMD).
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8194-C. NATIONAL CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD INFORMATION OF
PROVIDERS OF CONTRACT SERVICES

The assessor shall perform anational criminal history record check of all the bureau's contractors
and their respective employees, subcontractors and subcontractors employees who provide servicesto the
bureau under an identified contract. For purposes of this section, "identified contract" means a contract that
the assessor determines involves access or the substantial possibility of access to the bureau's information
technology systems or to confidential taxpayer information. [ 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 89 (NEW;
2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 810 (AFF).]

1. Criminal history record infor mation obtained from the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The
assessor shall obtain national criminal history record information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation for
any individual who provides or is assigned to provide services to the Bureau of Revenue Services pursuant to
an identified contract.

[ 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 89 (NEW: 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 8§10 (AFF) .]

2. Fingerprinting. Anindividual who is assigned to provide services to the Bureau of Revenue Services
pursuant to an identified contract must consent to having fingerprints taken for use in accordance with this
section before the individual may provide these services. The State Police shall take or cause to be taken the
individual's fingerprints and shall forward the fingerprints to the Department of Public Safety, State Bureau
of Identification so that the State Bureau of Identification can conduct the state and national criminal history
record checks. The State Police may charge the Bureau of Revenue Services for the expensesincurred in
processing state and national criminal history record checks. The full fee charged under this subsection must
be deposited in a dedicated revenue account for the State Bureau of Identification with the purpose of paying
costs associated with the maintenance and replacement of its criminal history record systems.

[ 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, §9 (NEW; 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, §10 (AFF) .]

3. Confidentiality. All information obtained by the assessor pursuant to this section is confidential and
not a public record pursuant to Title 1, chapter 13.

[ 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 89 (NEW; 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 8§10 (AFF) .]

4. Individual's accessto criminal history record information. The Bureau of Revenue Services shall
provide an individual who provides fingerprints pursuant to subsection 2 with access to information obtained
pursuant to this section, if requested, by providing a paper copy of the criminal history record information
directly to the individual, but only after the Bureau of Revenue Services confirms that the individual isthe
subject of the record. In addition, the Bureau of Revenue Services shall publish guidance on requesting such
information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

[ 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 89 (NEW: 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 8§10 (AFF) .]

5. Application to other state agencies. This section does not apply to services provided by another
agency of this State.

[ 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, §9 (NEW; 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, §10 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 89 (NEW. 2015, c. 300, Pt. B, 810 (AFF).
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8195. PURPOSE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 430, 83 (NEW. 2001, c. 652, 85 (RP).

8196. TAX EXPENDITURE

(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1985, c. 430, §3 (NEW. 2001, c. 652, §5 (RP).

8197. REVIEW

(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1985, c. 430, §3 (NEW. 1997, c. 526, §14 (AVD). 2001, c. 652, 85 (RP).
8198. SCHEDULE FOR REVIEW

(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 430, §3 (NEW. 1989, c. 508, §7 (AMD). RR 1993, c. 1, §106
(COR). 1999, c. 475, §82-5 (AMD). 1999, c. 475, §7 (AFF). 1999, c.
708, §819,20 (AVD). 2001, c. 652, §5 (RP).

8199. REPORT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 430, §3 (NEW. 2001, c. 652, §5 (RP).

Chapter 10: TAX EXPENDITURE REVIEW

§8199-A. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following
meanings. [ 2001, c. 652, 87 (NEW.]

1. Committee. "Committee" means the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over taxation matters.

[ 2001, c. 652, §7 (NEW .]

2. Tax expenditure. "Tax expenditure" means any provision of state law that resultsin the reduction
of tax revenue due to special exclusions, exemptions, deductions, credits, preferential rates or deferral of tax
liability.

[ 2001, c. 652, §7 (NEW .]

SECTI ON H STORY
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2001, c. 652, §7 (NEW.

8199-B. REPORT
1. Report. The bureau shall submit areport regarding tax expenditures to the committee by January 5th
of each odd-numbered year. The report must contain:

A. A summary of each tax expenditure in the laws administered by the bureau; [ 2001, c. 652,
87 (NEW.]

B. A description of the purpose and background of the tax expenditure and the groups likely to benefit
from the tax expenditure; [ 2001, c. 652, 87 (NEW.]

C. An estimate of the cost of the tax expenditure for the current biennium; [ 2001, c. 652, §7
(NEW . ]

D. Any issues regarding tax expenditures that need to be considered by the Legislature; and [ 2001,
c. 652, 87 (NEW.]

E. Any recommendation regarding the amendment, repeal or replacement of the tax expenditure.
[ 2001, c. 652, 87 (NEW.]
[ 2001, c. 652, 87 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2001, c. 652, §7 (NEW.

§199-C. REVIEW

The committee shall conduct the following reviews according to the following schedule. [ 2001, c.
652, 87 (NEW.]

1. Odd-numbered years. During each odd-numbered year the committee may review the report
reguired under section 199-B.

[ 2001, c. 652, 87 (NEW .]
2. Even-numbered years. During each even-numbered year the committee may review current issues
of tax policy.

A. During each second regular session, the committee shall identify areas of tax policy for review
during the period between the end of the second regular session and the first regular session of the next
Legidature. [ 2001, c. 652, 87 (NEW.]

B. The committee may review:
(2) I'ssues of tax policy related to tax expenditures identified in its review under subsection 1;

(2) Issuesrelated to the overall structure of the State's tax laws and the relative tax burdens on
various classes of taxpayers,

(3) The impact of the State's tax structure on taxpayer behavior, including incentives and
disincentives to reside or locate businessesin the State;

(4) Issuesidentified by the committee that require more detailed review than is possible during a
regular session of the Legidature; or

(5) Any other tax policy issue identified by the committee as needing legislative review. [ 2001,
c. 652, 87 (NEW.]

[ 2001, c. 652, §7 (NEW .]
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3. Specific tax expenditurereview. By June 1, 2021, the committee shall review the income tax
credit under section 5217-D to determine whether the credit should be retained, repealed or modified.
The committee shall consider information provided by the Office of Tax Policy within the bureau and the
Department of Education pursuant to Title 20-A, section 12545.

[ 2015, c. 328, §2 (AMVD) .]

4. Review of aviation tax expenditure. The committee, by June 30, 2023, shall review the sales tax
exemption under section 1760, subsection 88-A to determine whether the exemption provides an incentive for
increasing investment in the aviation sector, attracting and retaining aviation business and basing aircraft in
the State.

[ 2013, c. 379, §1 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2001, c. 652, §7 (NEW. 2011, c. 665, 8§6 (AMD). 2013, c. 368, Pt. VWW,
§1 (AVD). 2013, c. 379, 8§81 (AMD). 2015, c. 328, §2 (AWD).

8199-D. REPORT

The committee shall notify the Legislature of the results of each review conducted under section 199-C
and may issue areport of its findings and recommendations. The committee may report to the Legislature any
legislation necessary to implement recommendations resulting from the review conducted under section 199-
C. [2001, c. 652, 87 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2001, c. 652, §7 (NEW.

8199-E. ELIMINATION OF CERTAIN TAX EXPENDITURES

No later than 45 days after the effective date of this section the committee shall report out to the
Legidlature legislation to permanently eliminate corporate tax expenditures totaling $6,000,000 per biennium,
prioritizing for elimination low-performing, unaccountable tax expenditures with little or no demonstrated
economic development benefit as determined by the Office of Program Evaluation and Government
Accountability established in Title 3, section 991. [ 2015, c. 1, 828 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
B 2015, c. 1, §28 (NEW.

Chapter 11: REVENUE IMPACT

§200. BUREAU OF REVENUE SERVICES REPORT ON REVENUE INCIDENCE

1. Impact of taxeson individuals. The bureau shall submit to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs areport containing the information required by
this subsection by July 1, 1999 and by January 1st of each odd-numbered year thereafter.

A. Part 1 of the report must describe the overall incidence of all state, local and county taxes. The report
must present information on the distribution of the tax burden:

(1) For the overall income distribution, using a measure of system-wide incidence that appropriately
measures equality and inequality;

(2) By income classes, including, at a minimum, deciles of the income distribution; and

| 70 Generated
8199-D. Report 12.22.2016



MRS Title 36: TAXATION

Chapter 11: REVENUE IMPACT

(3) By other appropriate taxpayer characteristics. [ 1997, c. 744, 81 (NEW.]

B. Part 2 of the report must describe the impact of the tax system on business and industrial sectors. The
report must:

(1) Describe the impact of taxes on major sectors of the business and industrial economy relative to
other sectors; and

(2) Describe the relative impact of each tax on business and industrial sectors. [ 1997, c. 744,
81 (NEW.]

C. When determining the overall incidence of taxes under this subsection, the bureau shall reduce the
amount of taxes collected by the amount of taxes that are returned directly to taxpayers through tax relief
programs. [ 1997, c. 744, 81 (NEW.]

[ 2005, c. 218, §8 (AWD) .]

2. Legidation analysis. At the request of the joint standing committee of the Legislature having

jurisdiction over taxation matters, the bureau shall prepare an incidence impact analysis of any legislation

or proposal to change the tax laws that increases, decreases or redistributes taxes by more than $20,000,000.
To the extent dataiis available on the changes in the distribution of the tax burden that are effected by that
legislation or proposal, the analysis must report on the incidence effects that would result if the legislation
were enacted. The report may present information, using system-wide measures, by income classes, taxpayer
characteristics or other relevant categories. The report may include analyses of the effect of the legislation
proposal on representative taxpayers. The analysis must include a statement of the incidence assumptions that

were used in computing the tax burdens.
[ 1997, c. 744, 81 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 744, 81 (NEW. 2001, c. 652, §6 (AMD). 2005, c. 218, §8 (AMD).
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Part 2: PROPERTY TAXES
Chapter 101: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Subchapter 1: POWERS AND DUTIES OF STATE TAX ASSESSOR
§201. SUPERVISION AND ADMINISTRATION

The State Tax Assessor shall have and exercise general supervision over the administration of the
assessment and taxation laws of the State, and over local assessors and all other assessing officersin
the performance of their duties, to the end that all property shall be assessed at the just value thereof in
compliance with the laws of the State. [ 1977, c. 509, 82 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 509, §2 (AWD).

8202. TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION OF ASSESSORS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 579, §1 (RPR). 1973, c. 620, §7 (RP). 1973, c. 695, §3 (RP).

8§203. SUPERVISORS AND ASSISTANTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 579, §2 (RP).

8204. DAILY PAYMENT TO TREASURER
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 364, 8§20 (RP).

§205. FORMS, REPORTS AND RECORDS

The State Tax Assessor shall prescribe the form of blanks, reports, abstracts and other records relating
to the assessment of property for taxation. Assessors and other officers shall use and follow the forms so
prescribed and the State Tax Assessor shall have power to enforce their use.

§206. COMPENSATION OF ASSESSORS, COLLECTORS AND TREASURERS

Primary assessing areas and municipalities shall pay to assessors a reasonable compensation and actual
expenses incurred in complying with the requirement of this Title. Primary assessing areas and municipalities
shall pay to collectors, treasurers and assessors a reasonable compensation and actual expensesincurred in
attending meetings and schools called by the State Tax Assessor. [ 1973, c¢. 695, 84 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §8 (RPR). 1973, c. 695, 8§4 (RPR).

8207. -- CONVENTIONS
(REPEALED)
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SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §9 (RP). 1973, c. 695, 8§5 (RP).

§208. EQUALIZATION

The State Tax Assessor has the duty of equalizing the state and county taxes among the several towns
and unorganized territory. The State Tax Assessor shall equalize and adjust the assessment list of each town,
by adding to or deducting from it such amount as will make it equal to its just value as of April 1st. Notice
of the proposed valuations of municipalities within each county must be sent annually by certified mail to
the chair of the board of assessors, and chair of the board of selectmen in municipalities having selectmen,
of each municipality within that county on or before the first day of October. The valuation so determined is
subject to review by the State Board of Property Tax Review pursuant to subchapter 11-A, but the valuation
finally certified to the Secretary of State pursuant to section 381 must be used for al computations required
by law to be based upon the state valuation with respect to municipalities. [ 1993, c. 395, 8§88
(AND) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 502, §2 (NEW. 1975, c. 628, 8§81 (RPR). 1985, c. 764, §6 (AWD).
1993, c. 395, §8 (AMD).

§208-A. ADJUSTMENT FOR SUDDEN AND SEVERE DISRUPTION OF
VALUATION

1. Request for adjustment. A municipality that has experienced a sudden and severe disruption in
its municipal valuation may request an adjustment to the equalized valuation determined by the State Tax
Assessor under section 208 for the purposes of calculating distributions of education funding under Title
20-A, chapter 606-B and state-municipal revenue sharing under Title 30-A, section 5681. A municipality
reguesting an adjustment under this section must file a petition, with supporting documentation, with the State
Tax Assessor by March 31st of the year following the tax year in which the sudden and severe disruption
occurred and indicate the time period for which adjustments to distributions are requested under subsection 5.

[ 2013, c. 368, Pt. O §2 (AVD); 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 8§11 (AFF); 2013,
c. 385, 8§81, 3 (AFF); 2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF) .]

2. Sudden and severe disruption. A municipality experiences a sudden and severe disruption in its
municipal valuation if:

A. The municipality experiences a net reduction in equalized municipal valuation of at least 2% from the
equalized municipa valuation that would apply without adjustment under this section; [ 2013, c.
368, Pt. O 83 (AMD); 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF); 2013, c. 385,
§81, 3 (AFF); 2013, c. 544, §86, 7 (AFF).]

B. The net reduction in equalized municipal valuation is attributable to the cessation of business
operations, removal, functional or economic obsolescence not due to short-term market volatility

or destruction of or damage to property resulting from disaster attributable to a single taxpayer that
occurred in or was not reasonably determinable until the prior tax year; and [ 2013, c¢. 368, Pt.
O 83 (AWD); 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF); 2013, c. 385, 8§81, 3
(AFF); 2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF).]

C. The municipality's equalized tax rate of residential property following the sudden and severe
disruption in municipal valuation exceeds the most recent state average of residential property for which
dataisavalable. [ 2015, c. 236, 81 (AMD).]
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For purposes of this subsection, "removal” does not include property that was present in the municipality for
less than 24 months. This subsection does not apply to property acquired by a municipality that otherwise
could seek relief pursuant to this section.

[ 2015, c. 236, §1 (AMVD) .]

3. Procedure. A municipality may request an adjustment under this section by filing a petition with the
State Tax Assessor in accordance with this subsection.

A. The municipality, on forms prescribed by the State Tax Assessor, shall identify a net reduction

in equalized municipal valuation of at least 2% of the municipality's equalized value attributable

to the property of a single taxpayer, the date of the loss and the cause of the loss. The municipality
must include an appraisal report prepared by a qualified professional appraiser with respect to the
property responsible for the loss that shows the value of the property immediately prior to the loss
and the value of the property following the loss. The appraisal report must include a summary of the
appraiser's consideration of the cost, income capitalization and sales comparison approaches to the
value of the property. The municipality is required to provide any other documentation to support its
claim as determined by the State Tax Assessor, including, if requested, all records associated with the
municipality's assessment of the property subject to the requested adjustment for the 3-year period prior
to the date of the reduction in valuation.

For purposes of this paragraph, "qualified professional appraiser" means an individual who has at
least 5 years experience determining the just value of real and personal property of the commercial
and industrial type using the 3 standard methods of valuation and who attests in writing to the State
Tax Assessor that theindividual has a current working knowledge of the application of the 3 standard
methods of valuation to real and personal property of the commercial and industrial type and:

(1) Isacertified general real property appraiser licensed under Title 32, chapter 124; or

(2) Is an assessor certified under Title 36, section 310. [ 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 84
(NEW; 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF); 2013, c. 385, 881, 3
(AFF); 2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF).]

B. The State Tax Assessor shall examine the documentation provided by the municipality and determine
whether the municipality qualifies for an adjustment under thissection. [ 2013, c. 368, Pt.

O 84 (NEW; 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF); 2013, c. 385, 881, 3
(AFF); 2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF).]

C. If the State Tax Assessor determines that a municipality qualifies for an adjustment under this section,
the State Tax Assessor shall calculate the amount of the adjustment for the municipality by determining
the amount by which the state valuation determined under section 208 would be reduced as a result

of the net sudden and severe disruption of equalized municipal valuation for the state valuations to be
used in the next fiscal year by the Commissioner of Education and the Treasurer of State. The State

Tax Assessor shall adjust subsequent state valuations until such time as the state valuation recognizes
the loss. The State Tax Assessor may limit the time period or amount of adjustment to reflect the
circumstances of the sudden and severe loss of valuation. [ 2013, c¢. 368, Pt. O 84 (NEW;
2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF); 2013, c. 385, 881, 3 (AFF); 2013, c.
544, 886, 7 (AFF).]

[ 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 8§11 (AFF): 2013, c. 368, Pt. O §4 (RPR): 2013,
c. 385, §81, 3 (AFF); 2013, c. 544, 8§86, 7 (AFF) .]

4. Natifications. After review of the claim, the State Tax Assessor, in writing, shall approve or deny, in
whole or in part, the adjustment requested.

A. The written decision must include the findings of fact upon which the decision is based.
Notwithstanding section 151, the State Tax Assessor's written determination constitutes final agency
action that is subject to review by the Superior Court in accordance with the Maine Administrative
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Procedure Act, except that Title 5, section 11006 does not apply. [ 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 85
(NEW; 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF); 2013, c. 385, 881, 3 (AFF);
2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF).]

B. Within 30 days of providing the municipality the written determination denying, in whole or in part, a
claim for adjustment, the State Tax Assessor shall provide a copy of the denial letter to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters. [ 2013, c. 368, Pt.

O 85 (NEW; 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF); 2013, c. 385, 881, 3
(AFF); 2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF).]

C. The State Tax Assessor shall notify the Commissioner of Education and the Treasurer of State of any
adjustment to state valuation determined under this section and the time period to which the adjustment
applies. [2013, c. 368, Pt. O 85 (NEW,; 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF);
2013, c. 385, 881, 3 (AFF); 2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF).]

[ 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 8§11 (AFF); 2013, c. 368, Pt. O §5 (RPR); 2013,
c. 385, 8§81, 3 (AFF); 2013, c. 544, 8§86, 7 (AFF) .]

5. Effect of modified state valuation. The determination of an adjustment to state valuation has the
following effect.

A. The Commissioner of Education shall use the adjusted state valuation amount instead of the valuation
certified under section 305 in calculating education funding obligations for the following fiscal year.
[2013, c. 368, Pt. O 86 (AMD); 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF);

2013, c. 385, 881, 3 (AFF); 2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF).]

B. The Treasurer of State shall use the adjusted state valuation amount instead of the valuation certified
under section 305 in calculating distributions of state-municipal revenue sharing for the following fiscal
year. [ 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 86 (AMD); 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 811 (AFF);
2013, c. 385, 881, 3 (AFF); 2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF).]

[ 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 86 (AVD); 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 8§11 (AFF); 2013,
c. 385, 8§81, 3 (AFF); 2013, c. 544, 886, 7 (AFF) .]

6. Report. By February 1st, annually, the State Tax Assessor shall submit areport to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters identifying all requests for adjustment
of equalized valuation under this section during the previous calendar year, the assessor's determination
regarding each request and the amount of any payments made by the Commissioner of Education under
subsection 5, paragraph A.

[ 2007, c. 322, §2 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1997, c. 688, §1 (NEW. 2001, c. 579, 81 (AMD). 2005, c. 332, §11
(AVMD). 2007, c. 322, §2 (RPR). 2013, c. 368, Pt. O 882-6 (AMD). 2013,
c. 368, Pt. O 8§11 (AFF). 2013, c. 385, 8§81, 3 (AFF). 2013, c. 544,
§86, 7 (AFF). 2015, c. 236, §1 (AMD).

Subchapter 2: POWERS AND DUTIES OF STATE TREASURER

§251. WARRANTS FOR TOWN ASSESSMENT OF STATE TAX

When a state tax isimposed and required to be assessed by the proper officers of towns, the Treasurer
of State shall send such warrants as he is, from time to time, ordered to issue for the assessment thereof to the
assessors, requiring them forthwith to assess the sum apportioned to their town or place, and to commit their
assessment to the constable or collector for collection.
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§252. TIME FOR ISSUANCE

When a state tax is ordered by the Legisature, the Treasurer of State shall send his warrants directed
to the assessors of each municipality, as soon after the first day of April asis practicable, requiring them
to assess upon the estates of such municipality its proportion of the state tax for the current year; and shall
in alike manner for the succeeding year, send like warrants for the statetax. [ 1975, c. 765, 83
(AND) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1975, c. 765, §3 (AMD).

§253. -- REQUIREMENTS

The Treasurer of State in hiswarrant shall require the assessors of each municipality to make afair list
of their assessments, as required by this Title; to commit such list to the tax collector of such municipality in
accordance with section 709; and to return a certificate thereof in accordance with section 712.

§254. ISSUANCE OF WARRANTS OR EXECUTIONS

The Treasurer of State shall issue warrants or executions against delinquent towns, assessors, constables
and collectors to enforce the collection and payment of state taxesin cases prescribed in this Title.

Subchapter 2-A: PROPERTY TAX APPEALS
§271. STATE BOARD OF PROPERTY TAX REVIEW

1. Organization; meetings. The State Board of Property Tax Review, as established by Title 5, section
12004-B, subsection 6, shall consist of 15 members appointed by the Governor for terms of 3 years, except
for initial appointments which shall be 1/3 of the membership for one year, 1/3 of the membership for 2
years and 1/3 of the membership for 3 years. Vacancies on the board shall be filled for the remainder of the
unexpired term. The membership shall be equally divided among attorneys, real estate brokers, engineers,
retired assessors and public members. The board shall annually elect a chair and secretary. The secretary need
not be chosen from the members of the board.

[ 1989, c. 503, Pt. B, §165 (AVD) .]

2. Powersand duties. The board shall have the following powers and duties:
A. Hear and determine appeal s according to the following provisions of law:

(1) The tree growth tax law, chapter 105, subchapter 2-A;

(2) The farm and open space law, chapter 105, subchapter 10;

(3) Asprovided in section 843;

(4) Asprovided in section 844;

(5) Section 272;

(6) Section 2865; and

(7) The current use valuation of certain working waterfront land law, chapter 105, subchapter 10-A;
[2007, c. 466, Pt. A 857 (AVD).]

B. Raise or lower assessmentsto conformtothelaw; [ 1985, c. 764, 88 (NEW.]

C. Promulgate rules in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375,
governing procedures before the board; [ 2009, c¢. 571, Pt. WW 81 (AMD).]
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D. Administer oaths, take testimony, hold hearings, summon witnesses and subpoena records, files and
documentsit considers necessary for carrying out itsresponsibilities; and [ 2009, c. 571, Pt.
WA 82 (AMD). ]

E. Charge feesfor filing a petition for appeal with the board pursuant to subsection 10. [ 2009, c.
571, Pt. WWV 83 (NEW.]

[ 2009, c. 571, Pt. WWV §81-3 (AVD) .]

3. Procedures. Appealsto the board must be commenced by filing a petition for appeal with the board
and paying the appropriate filing fee if required pursuant to subsection 10. A copy of the petition must be
mailed to the State Tax Assessor and to the assessor of the municipality where the property subject to appeal
islocated.

[ 2009, c. 571, Pt. \WW 84 (AVD) .]

3-A. Filing. Petitionsfor appeal, filing fees and all other papers required or permitted to be filed with
the board must be filed with the secretary of the board. Filing with the secretary may be accomplished by
delivery to the office of the board or by mail addressed to the secretary of the board. All papersto befiled
that are transmitted by the United States Postal Service are deemed filed on the day the papers are deposited
in the mail as provided in section 153. The secretary of the board shall place a petition for appeal that isfiled
without payment of the filing fee on the docket and shall notify the petitioner that the appeal will not be
processed further without payment. Municipa appeals under section 272 are specifically exempted from the
filing fee requirement.

[ 2009, c. 571, Pt. WW §5 (AMD) .]

4. Services. The board may request the advice and services of any assessor or appraiser holding avalid
certificate from the Bureau of Revenue Services and other persons as it deems advisable. No assessor or
appraiser may sit with the board concerning any property which he has previously appraised or assessed.

[ 1985, c. 764, §8 (NEW; 1997, c. 526, §14 (AMVD) .]

5. Hearings. Upon receipt of an appeal, the chair of the board shall determine whether the appeal is
within the jurisdiction of the board. If the board does not have jurisdictional authority to hear the appeal, the
chair shall notify all partiesin writing within 10 days of making the determination. Either party may appeal
to the board a decision of the chair relating to jurisdictional issues within 30 days after receiving written
notice of that decision by filing a request with the board to have that decision reviewed by the board. If the
board does have jurisdiction over the appeal or if either party appeals the determination that the board lacks
jurisdiction, the chair shall select from the list of board members 5 persons to hear the appeal or jurisdictional
issue and shall notify all parties of the time and place of the hearing. The selection of members for an appeal
hearing or appeal of ajurisdictional issue is based upon availability, geographic convenience and area of
expertise. Three of the 5 members constitute a quorum.

[ 1995, c. 262, §1 (AWD) .]

6. Compensation. Board members serving on an appeal panel shall be compensated according to Title
5, chapter 379.

[ 1985, c. 764, §8 (NEW .]

7. Appeal. Decisions of the board may be appealed pursuant to the Maine Administrative Procedure
Act, Title 5, chapter 375.

[ 1985, c. 764, §8 (NEW .]
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8. Transition provision.

[ 2009, c. 434, 8§13 (RP) .]

9. Property Tax Review Board Fund; funding. The Property Tax Review Board Fund is established
to assist in funding the activities of the board pursuant to this subchapter. Any balance in the fund does not
lapse but is carried forward to be expended for the same purposes in succeeding fiscal years. Filing fees
collected pursuant to this section must be deposited in the fund, which is administered by the board. The
funds must supplement and not supplant General Fund appropriations.

[ 2009, c. 571, Pt. WW §6 (NEW .]

10. Filing fees. The following fees are required for filing petitions for appeal with the board.

A. Thefiling fee for a petition for an appeal of current use valuation under the tree growth tax law,
chapter 105, subchapter 2-A, the farm and open space tax law, chapter 105, subchapter 10, the working
waterfront land law, chapter 105, subchapter 10-A or a petition for an appeal relating to section 2865 is
$75. [2009, c. 571, Pt. WMV 87 (NEW.]

B. Thefiling fee for a petition for an appeal relating to nonresidential property or properties with an
equalized municipal valuation of $1,000,000 or greater pursuant to sections 273, 843 and 844 is $150.
[2009, c. 571, Pt. WWV 87 (NEW.]

[ 2009, c. 571, Pt. \WWY §7 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1985, c. 764, §8 (NEW. 1987, c. 530, §2 (AMD). 1989, c. 503, §B165
(AVD). 1993, c. 395, §89-10 (AMD). 1993, c. 664, 8§12 (AMD). 1995, c.
262, §1 (AMD). 1997, c. 526, §14 (AMD). 2005, c. 609, §1 (AMD). 2007,
c. 466, Pt. A 8§57 (AVD). 2009, c. 434, §13 (AMD). 2009, c. 571, Pt.
WX §8§1-7 (AVD).

§272. MUNICIPAL VALUATION APPEALS

The State Board of Property Tax Review shall hear appeals by any municipality aggrieved by the Bureau
of Revenue Services determination of equalized valuation or failure to meet minimum assessing standards
and render its decision based upon the recorded evidence. [ 1985, c. 764, 88 (NEW,; 1997, c.
526, 8§14 (AMD).]

1. Filing. Any municipality aggrieved shall file awritten notice of appeal within 45 days of its receipt
of notification of the decision of the Bureau of Revenue Services. The appeal to the board shall be in writing
signed by amajority of the municipal officers, and shall be accompanied by an affidavit stating the grounds
for appeal. A copy of the appeal and the affidavit shall be served on the Bureau of Revenue Services.

[ 1989, c. 619, (AVD); 1997, c. 526, §14 (AMD) .]

2. Hearing. The board shall hear the appeal within areasonable time of the filing of the appeal by the
municipality and shall render its decision no later than January 15th following the date on which the appeal
istaken. The board shall order notice of hearing and give at least 5 days notice prior to hearing thereof to the
municipality and to the Bureau of Revenue Services.

[ 1985, c. 764, §8 (NEW; 1997, c. 526, §14 (AWD) .]

3. Determination. The Bureau of Revenue Services shall have the burden of showing that its
determination is reasonable and the municipality's claims are unreasonable. The board shall sustain the
determination of the Bureau of Revenue Services only upon finding that the bureau's determination is
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reasonable and the claims of the municipality are unreasonable. If the board does not sustain the bureau's
determination, it shall make its own reasonable determination giving due weight to the claims of the
municipality and the Bureau of Revenue Services.

[ 1985, c. 764, §8 (NEW; 1997, c. 526, 8§14 (AWD) .]

4. Powers. The board, after hearing, shall have the power to:

A. Raise, lower or sustain the state valuation as determined by the Bureau of Revenue Services with
respect to the municipality which hasfiled the appeal; or [ 1985, c. 764, 88 (NEW; 1997,
c. 526, §14 (AWD).]

B. Raise, lower or sustain the bureau's determination of the municipality's achieved assessing standards
and then, if the achieved standards were inadequate under the provisions of chapter 102, subchapter 5,
and upon receiving from both the bureau and the municipality recommended solutions to the inadequate
ng practices, order the municipality to take the corrective steps the board considers necessary.

[ 2009, c. 496, 88 (AMD).]

The board shall certify its decision to the Bureau of Revenue Services which shall, if necessary, incorporate
the decision in the valuation certified pursuant to section 305, subsection 1.

[ 2009, c. 496, §8 (AVD) .]

5. Procedur e following appeal. The valuation determined on appeal shall be certified to the State
Tax Assessor, who shall, if necessary, incorporate the decision in the valuation certified pursuant to section
305, subsection 1. If an appeal to the Superior Court or Supreme Judicial Court resultsin alowering of the
municipality's state valuation, the Treasurer of State shall reimburse with funds appropriated from the General
Fund, an amount equal to money lost by the municipality, due to the use by the State of an incorrect state
valuation in any statutory formula used to distribute state funds to municipalities.

[ 1985, c. 764, §8 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 764, §8 (NEW. 1989, c. 619, (AVD). 1997, c. 526, §14 (AND).
2009, c. 496, §8 (AWD).

8273. NONRESIDENTIAL PROPERTY OF $1,000,000 OR GREATER

With regard to appeals relating to nonresidential property or properties with an equalized municipal
vauation of $1,000,000 or greater either separately or in the aggregate, as provided in sections 843 and 844,
the state board shall hold a hearing de novo. For the purposes of this section, "nonresidential property” means
property that is used primarily for commercial, industrial or business purposes, excluding unimproved land
that is not associated with acommercial, industrial or businessuse. [ 1995, c. 262, 82 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 764, §8 (NEW. 1995, c. 262, §2 (AVD).

Subchapter 3: PROPERTY TAX APPEALS
Article 1: MUNICIPAL VALUATION APPEALS BOARD

8291. MEMBERSHIP, CREATION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
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1969, c. 502, 83 (RPR). 1975, c. 545, §2 (AWMD). 1975, c. 771, §399
(AVD). 1977, c. 604, §36 (AMD). 1983, c. 812, §266 (AVD). 1985, c.
764, §7 (RP).

8292. DUTIES, PROCEDURES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1969, c. 502, 83 (RPR). 1975, c. 272, §33 (AMD). 1975, c. 545, 83
(AVMD). 1975, c. 628, §2 (RPR). 1975, c. 765, 84 (RPR). 1977, c. 694,
§677 (AVD). 1979, c. 273, §81-3 (AMD). 1979, c. 666, §5 (AMD). 1985,
c. 764, §7 (RP).

8§293. COMPENSATION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 502, §3 (RPR). 1983, c. 812, §267 (AVD). 1985, c. 764, §7
(RP).

Article 2: LAND CLASSIFICATION APPEALS BOARD

8297. PURPOSE; COMPOSITION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON H STORY
1977, c. 549, 811 (NEW. 1979, c. 666, 86 (RP).

§298. HEARING
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 549, 8§11 (NEW. 1979, c. 666, §7 (RP).

Chapter 102: PROPERTY TAX ADMINISTRATION

Subchapter 1: BUREAU OF REVENUE SERVICES
§301. STATE TAX ASSESSOR

The responsibility for the direction, supervision and control of the administration of all property tax laws
in the State is vested in the State Tax Assessor, except for such portion of those activities expressly delegated
by this chapter to the primary assessing areas or municipal assessing units or those activities expressly
prohibited by this chapter to the Bureau of Revenue Services. The State Tax Assessor shall take all necessary
and legal means to ensure that the intent of this chapter isfulfilled. [ 1975, c¢. 545, 84 (AMD);
1997, c. 526, 8§14 (AMVD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1975, c. 545, §4 (AVD). 1997, c. 526, §14
( AND) .
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8302. UNORGANIZED TERRITORIES

The Bureau of Revenue Services shall be responsible for the performance of the assessing function in the
unorganized territory of the State and thisterritory shall constitute a single primary assessing unit. [ 1975,
c. 545, 84 (AWD); 1997, c. 526, 8§14 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1975, c. 545, 84 (AMD). 1997, c. 526, §14
(AVD) .

8303. ORGANIZED TERRITORY

The organized territory of the State shall be divided into primary assessing areas and municipal ng
units on or before July 1, 1979. The foregoing division shall be made by the State Tax Assessor utilizing the
following criteriaas appropriate. [ 1979, c. 666, 88 (AMD).]

1. Primary assessing areas. Primary assessing areas, including both primary assessing units and multi-
municipal primary assessing districts, shall be established by:

A. Giving consideration to existing municipal and School Administrative District lines without regard to
existing county lines; [ 1975, c. 545, 85 (RPR).]

B. Utilizing such factors as geography, distance, number of parcels, urban characteristics, sales activity
and other factors the State Tax Assessor believesimportant; [ 1979, c¢. 666, 88 (AMD).]

C. If the State Tax Assessor wishes, the appointment of an advisory committee to assist him in making
the division and in establishing assessing standards; and [ 1979, c. 666, 88 (AMD).]

D. Determining the boundaries of such areas and, after appropriate hearing by interested parties, as
conditions and personnel warrant. [ 1975, c¢. 545, 85 (RPR).]

Primary assessing areas, both single units and districts, shall be reviewed at |least every 10 years by the State
Tax Assessor. When conditions justify alteration of the boundaries of the primary ng areas, the State
Tax Assessor may so order after appropriate hearing. Any municipality may withdraw from designation as a
primary assessing area upon proper notice.

[ 1979, c. 666, §38 (ANVD) .]

2. Municipal assessing units. Any municipality may decide not to be designated as a primary assessing
area and shall be designated a municipal assessing unit. If the municipal assessing unit hires a professional
full-time assessor, he shall be subject to the certification requirements of sections 311 and 312.

[ 1979, c. 666, §8 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1975, c. 19, §81,2 (AMD). 1975, c. 545, §5
(RPR). 1975, c. 765, §5 (AVD). 1979, c. 666, §8 (AVD).

§304. ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIMARY ASSESSING AREAS

The State Tax Assessor shall, by order, establish each primary assessing area. The order shall be directed
to the municipal officers. Theissuance of said order shall be conclusive evidence of the lawful organization
of the primary assessing area and a copy of said order shall befiled in the office of the Secretary of State.
[1975, c. 545, §6 (RPR).]

Generated . . | 81
12.22.2016 §303. Organized territory



MRS Title 36: TAXATION

Chapter 102: PROPERTY TAX ADMINISTRATION

The governing body of the primary assessing area shall determine the initial budget for the primary
assessing area and, if aprimary ng district, the warrant for each participating municipality's share
of expenses. The sums due on said warrant shall be paid on demand to the primary ng district. The
warrant shall be enforced in the same manner as state or county tax warrants. [ 1975, c. 545, 86
(RPR). ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1975, c. 19, §3 (AWD). 1975, c. 545, 8§6 (RPR).
1975, c. 765, §6 (AND).

8305. ADDITIONAL DUTIES

In addition to any other duties of the Bureau of Revenue Services provided in this chapter, it shall:
[1975, c. 78, 821 (AMD); 1997, c. 526, 8§14 (AMWD).]

1. Just value. Certify to the Secretary of State before the first day of February the equalized just value
of al real and personal property in each municipality and unorganized place that is subject to taxation under
the laws of this State, except that percentage of captured assessed value located within atax increment
financing district that is used to finance that district's development plan, the captured assessed value located
within amunicipal affordable housing development district and the valuation amount by which the current
assessed value of commercial and industrial property within amunicipal incentive development zone, as
determined in Title 30-A, section 5284, exceeds the assessed value of commercial and industrial property
within the zone as of the date the zone is approved by the Commissioner of Economic and Community
Development, known in this subsection as the "sheltered value," up to the amount invested by a municipality
in infrastructure improvements under an infrastructure improvement plan adopted pursuant to Title 30-A,
section 5283. The equalized just value must be uniformly assessed in each municipality and unorganized
place and be based on 100% of the current market value. It must separately show for each municipality and
unorganized place the actual or estimated value of all real estate that is exempt from property taxation by
law or is the captured value within atax increment financing district that is used to finance that district's
development plan, as reported on the municipal valuation return filed pursuant to section 383, or that isthe
sheltered value of amunicipal incentive development zone. The valuation as filed remains in effect until the
next valuation isfiled and is the basis for the computation and apportionment of the state and county taxes;

[ 2003, c. 426, §2 (ANVD) .]

2. Services. Assist the primary assessing areas by providing appropriate technical services which may
include, but not be limited to, the following,

A. Preparation of information or manuals, or both, concerning construction values, prices, appraised
guides, statistical tables and other appropriate materials, [ 1973, c¢. 620, 810 (NEW.]

B. Specialized assessing assistance in industrial, commercia and other difficult property assessments as
determined by the State Tax Assessor; [ 1973, c. 620, 810 (NEW.]

C. Establishment of a coordinate grid system in connection with the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry for the purpose of uniform identification of property parcels;, [ 2011, c.
655, Pt. EE, 821 (AMD); 2011, c. 655, Pt. EE, 830 (AFF); 2011, c.
657, Pt. W 85 (REV).]

D. Assistance in the preparation of tax maps and methods of updating such maps; [ 1973, c. 620,
810 (NEW.]

E. Devising necessary forms and procedures; and [ 1973, c¢. 620, 810 (NEW. ]

F. Advice concerning data processing application to assessing. [ 1973, c¢. 620, 810 (NEW.]

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. EE, §21 (AVD); 2011, c. 655, Pt. EE, §30 (AFF);
2011, c. 657, Pt. W §5 (REV) .]
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3. Report. Provide abiennial statistical compilation and analysis of property tax assessment practices
and pertinent property tax data on a state-wide basis;

[ 1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW .]

4. Resear ch. Provide a continuing program of property tax research to improve present laws and
practices;

[ 1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW .]

5. Rulesand regulations. Promulgate, after appropriate notice and hearing, all rules and regulations
necessary to carry into effect any of its duties and responsihilities; and

[ 2001, c. 564, §3 (ANVD) .]

6. Report on changesin land owner ship. On or before September 1st of each year, report to the
Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over public lands on the transfer in
ownership of parcels of land 10,000 acres or greater within the unorganized territory of the State. Using
information maintained by the State Tax Assessor under section 1602 and section 4641-D, the bureau shall
provide information for each transfer that includes:

A. Nameof theseller; [ 2001, c. 564, 84 (NEW.]

B. Nameof thebuyer; [ 2001, c. 564, 84 (NEW.]

C. Number of acrestransferred; [ 2001, c. 564, 84 (NEW.]

D. Classification of land; [ 2001, c. 564, 84 (NEW.]

E. Location by township and county; [ 2001, c. 564, 84 (NEW.]
F. Saleprice; and [ 2001, c. 564, 84 (NEW.]

G. A brief description of the property. [ 2001, c. 564, 84 (NEW.]

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. |1, 8§88 (AVD); 2011, c. 655, Pt. |1, 8§11 (AFF);
2011, c. 657, Pt. W 86 (REV) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1975, c. 272, 8§34 (AMD). 1983, c. 858, §3
(AVD). 1983, c. 859, SN3 (AMD). 1985, c. 650, §7 (AVD). 1987, c. 497,
§10 (AVD). 1989, c. 508, §8 (AMD). 1989, c. 857, §74 (AMD). 1993,

c. 696, 84 (AMD). 1995, c. 462, 8§A67 (AWD). 1997, c. 526, §14 (AWD).
2001, c. 564, §83,4 (AVD). 2003, c. 426, §2 (AVD). 2011, c. 655, Pt.
EE, §21 (AMD). 2011, c. 655, Pt. EE, 8§30 (AFF). 2011, c. 655, Pt. II,
§8 (AVD). 2011, c. 655, Pt. |1, 8§11 (AFF). 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 8§85, 6

(REV) .

8306. DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings. [ 2007, c. 627,
8§89 (AMD).]

1. Chief assessor. "Chief assessor" means the person who is primarily responsible for the ng
function in aprimary ng unit or primary assessing district, designated as such by the State Tax
Assessor.

[ 2007, c. 627, §9 (AVD) .]
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2. Hours of classroom training. "Hours of classroom training” means clock hours, not credit hours.
[ 2007, c. 627, 89 (AMD) .]

3. Municipal assessing unit. "Municipal assessing unit" means a municipality that has chosen not to be
designated by the State Tax Assessor as aprimary assessing area.

[ 2007, c. 627, 8§89 (AVD) .]

4. Primary assessing area. "Primary ng area’ means the basic geographic division of the State's
territory for the purpose of property tax assessment and administration. A primary assessing area may be
either aprimary assessing unit or aprimary assessing district.

A. [2007, c. 627, 8§89 (RP).]
B. [2007, c. 627, 8§89 (RP).]

[ 2007, c. 627, §9 (AMVD) .]

4-A. Primary assessing district. "Primary assessing district” means a multimunicipal area of the State
that has been designated by the State Tax Assessor as a primary assessing area.

[ 2007, c. 627, 89 (NEW .]

4-B. Primary assessing unit. "Primary assessing unit" means a single municipality that has been
designated by the State Tax Assessor as aprimary assessing area.

[ 2007, c. 627, 8§89 (NEW .]

5. Professional assessor. "Professional assessor” means a person who is employed full time by one
or more municipalities or by a primary assessing area, 75% or more of whose time is devoted to assessment
administration.

[ 2007, c. 627, 89 (AMD) .]
6. State supervisory agency.
[ 2007, c. 627, 89 (RP) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1975, c. 545, §7 (RPR). 1997, c. 526, 8§14
(AMD). 2007, c. 438, §11 (AVD). 2007, c. 627, §9 (AVD).

Subchapter 2: CERTIFICATION OF ASSESSORS
§310. EXAMINATION

The Bureau of Revenue Services shall hold qualifying examinations for assessors at least 4 times each
year. [ 1981, c¢. 330, (AMD); 1997, c. 526, 814 (AMD).]

1. Additional examinations. Such additional examinations may be held as the State Tax Assessor
deems necessary.

[ 1975, c. 78, §21 (AWD) .]
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2. Content and type. The State Tax Assessor shall determine the content and type of examination and
in so doing may consult with professional ng organizations and others.

[ 1973, c. 695, §6 (RPR) .]

3. Test applicant's knowledge. The examination shall, among other things, test the applicant's
knowledge of applicable law and techniques of assessing.

[ 1973, c. 695, §6 (RPR) .]

4. Level of attainment. The State Tax Assessor shall establish by rule the level of attainment on the
examination required for certification. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

[ 2011, c. 240, §4 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1973, c. 695 §6 (RPR). 1981, c. 330, (AWD).
1997, c. 526, §14 (AMD). 2011, c. 240, §4 (AMD).

§311. CERTIFICATION

The State Tax Assessor shall issue a certificate of eligibility to any applicant who has demonstrated
through appropriate examination that he or she is qualified to perform the assessing function. In addition, the
State Tax Assessor shall establish classes of said certificate of eligibility that recognize the differing assessing
skills needed for municipalities that vary in population and types of property. [ 1975, c. 545, §8
(RPR) . ]

Certificates of eligibility shall be renewed annually provided the assessor completes at least 16 hours of
classroom training approved by the State Tax Assessor eachyear. [ 1975, c¢. 545, 88 (RPR).]

Any certificate issued by the State Tax Assessor may for cause be revoked after ahearing and findings
of fact. In revoking a certificate, the State Tax Assessor shall give the certificate holder 30 days written
notice of the time and place of the hearing and the reasons therefor. An order of revocation shall be effective
immediately. [ 1975, c. 545, 88 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1973, c. 695, §6 (RPR). 1975, c. 545, §8
(RPR) .

§312. VIOLATION

After July 1, 1980, no person shall be eligible to perform the duties of a chief assessor of a primary
assessing area or the duties of a professional assessor of any municipality or primary assessing area unless he
or she shall have been certified in the manner provided. Violation of this section shall be acivil violation for
which aforfeiture of not less than $100 nor more than $250 shall be adjudged. [ 1977, c. 696, 8265
(RPR). ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1973, c. 695, §6 (RPR). 1975, c. 545, §9
(AVMD). 1977, c. 696, §265 (RPR).

8§313. TENURE

A chief assessor certified as provided shall serve a probationary period of 2 years. Thereafter he or she
shall have tenure and may only be removed as provided. [ 1975, c. 545, 810 (AMD).]
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A chief assessor having tenure in any primary assessing area, upon moving to another primary assessing
area, shall serve a probationary period of no longer than one year, but such probationary period may be
waived by agreement of the parties. Records as to tenure of chief assessors shall be kept by the Bureau of
Revenue Services. [ 1975, c. 545, 8§10 (AMD); 1997, c. 526, 8§14 (AWD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1973, c. 695 86 (RPR). 1975, c. 545, 8§10
(AVMD). 1997, c. 526, 8§14 (AWD).

§314. REMOVAL

The chief assessor holds office for an indefinite term unless otherwise specified by contract. A chief
assessor may be removed from office asfollows: [ 2007, c. 627, 810 (AMD).]

1. Probationary period. A chief assessor serving a probationary period may be removed by the
executive committee upon 30 days' written notice stating the reason for the removal.

[ 2007, c. 627, §10 (ANVD) .]

2. Tenure. A chief assessor who has tenure may be removed for cause by the executive committeein
the manner provided for the removal of town managersin Title 30-A, section 2633.

[ 2007, c. 627, §10 (AWD) .]

3. Certification revoked. A chief assessor whose certification is revoked by the State Tax Assessor
must be removed from office immediately.

[ 2007, c. 627, §10 (AMD) .]

4. Lapsed or expired certification.

[ 1975, c. 545, 8§11 (RP) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1973, c. 695, §6 (RPR). 1975, c. 545, §11
(AVD). 1987, c. 737, §8C77,Cl06 (AMD). 1989, c. 6, (AMD). 1989, c. O,
§2 (AMD). 1989, c. 104, §8C8,C10 (AMD). 2007, c. 627, §10 (AWD).

Subchapter 3: SELECTION OF ASSESSORS

8315. SELECTION OF ASSESSORS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1975, c. 545, 8§12 (RP).

Subchapter 4: TRAINING OF ASSESSORS
§318. TRAINING OF ASSESSORS

The State Tax Assessor may establish, either on the assessor's own initiative or in conjunction with
professional or educational agencies, or both, a program of training to meet the needs of the State of Maine
for a sufficient supply of competently trained assessors. Where possible, such training must be conducted by
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the Margaret Chase Smith Center for Public Policy of the University of Maine System or an institution of
higher education. For such purposes, the State Tax Assessor may designate what programs either within or
outside the State are acceptable for these training purposes. [ 1993, c¢. 78, 84 (AMD).]

Primary assessing units may expend funds for educational and training activities, including
reimbursement for tuition, travel, meals, lodging, textbooks and miscellaneous instructional expenses. In
addition, upon authorization of the executive committee of the primary assessing area, leaves of absence
with pay may be approved for this purpose. The Bureau of Revenue Services may expend funds for training
activities. [ 1975, c. 78, 821 (AMD); 1997, c. 526, 814 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1973, c. 695, 86 (RPR). 1985, c. 779, §79
(AVMD). 1993, c. 78, 8§84 (AVMD). 1997, c. 526, §14 (AWD).

Subchapter 5: ASSESSING STANDARDS
§326. PURPOSE OF MINIMUM STANDARDS

The purpose of minimum ng standards isto aid the municipalities of Maine in the realization of
just assessing practices without mandating the different ways municipalities might choose to achieve such
equitable assessments. [ 1975, c. 545, 813 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1975, c. 545, §13 (NEW.

§327. MINIMUM ASSESSING STANDARDS

All municipalities whether they choose to remain as single municipal assessing units or choose to be
designated as a primary assessing area, either as a primary single unit or amember of aprimary district, shall
achieve the following minimum assessing standards: [ 1975, c¢. 545, 813 (NEW.]

1. Minimum assessment ratios. A 50% minimum assessment ratio by 1977; a 60% minimum
assessment ratio by 1978; and a 70% minimum assessment ratio by 1979 and thereafter. Notwithstanding
this subsection, a municipality should not have an assessment ratio at an amount greater than 110% of itsjust
value,

[ 1993, c. 249, §1 (AWMD); 1993, c. 249, §2 (AFF) .]

2. Maximum rating of assessment. A maximum rating of assessment quality of 30 by 1977; a
maximum rating of assessment quality of 25 by 1978; a maximum rating of assessment quality of 20 by 1979
and thereafter;

[ 1975, c. 545, §13 (NEW .]

3. Employment of assessor. Any municipal assessing unit may employ a part-time, non-certified
assessor or contract with afirm or organization that provides assessing services; when any municipal
assessing unit or primary assessing area employs afull-time, professional assessor, this assessor must be
certified by the Bureau of Revenue Services as a professionally trained assessor. The bureau shall publish, for
the information of the municipalities, alisting of certified assessors and assessing firms or organizations.

[ 2001, c. 583, §10 (AMVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1975, c. 545, §13 (NEW. 1993, c. 249, §1 (AMD). 1993, c. 249, §2
(AFF). 1997, c. 526, §14 (AVD). 2001, c. 583, §10 (AMD).
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§328. ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AND REGULATIONS

Any rules and regulations established by the Bureau of Revenue Services shall recognize the freedom,
invention and individual means of the municipalities by which said standards will be met. For municipalities,
whether amunicipal assessing unit or in a primary assessing area, such regulations shall recognize that:
[1979, c. 666, 89 (AWMD); 1997, c. 526, 8§14 (AMD).]

1. Electronic data processing. Electronic data processing will be optional;
[ 1975, c. 545, 8§13 (NEW .]
2. Timefor officeto be opened. The assessor's office need not be open full time;
[ 1975, c. 545, 813 (NEW .]
3. Uniform accounting system. A uniform accounting system will not be mandated;
[ 1975, c. 545, §13 (NEW .]
4. Budgets unnecessary. Budgets need not be submitted to the bureau;
[ 1975, c. 545, 8§13 (NEW .]
5. Number of appraisers. The number of additional appraisers necessary will not be mandated;
[ 1975, c. 545, 813 (NEW .]

6. Officerecords. The following office records do not necessarily have to be maintained:
A. Copiesof deeds; [ 1975, c. 545, 813 (NEW.]

B. Aerial photographs; [ 1975, c. 545, 813 (NEW.]

C. Summary accounts or "tub" cards; [ 1975, c¢. 545, 8§13 (NEW.]

[ 1975, c. 545, §13 (NEW .]

7. Physical inspection and inventory. Physical inspection and inventory of each real parcel and
personal property account will take place at least every 4 years rather than every 3 years;

[ 1975, c. 545, 813 (NEW .]

8. Annual salesratio studies. Assessorswill conduct annual salesratio studies; and
[ 1975, c. 545, 8§13 (NEW .]

9. Tax maps. Municipal assessing units do not necessarily have to maintain tax maps.
[ 1975, c. 545, 813 (NEW .]

Upon amunicipality's failure to achieve the minimum ng standards of this subchapter, the bureau
may choose at least one or more of the above administrative practices as necessary corrective stepsto be
undertaken by said municipality, in accordance with sections 271, 272 and 329. [ 1989, c¢. 502, Pt.
A, 8126 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1975, c. 545, §13 (NEW. 1979, c. 666, §§9,10 (AMD). 1989, c. 502,
§A126 (AMD). 1997, c. 526, §14 (AMD).
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§329. INABILITY TO ACHIEVE STANDARDS

If the Bureau of Revenue Services determines that a municipality has not met the minimum standards set
forth in this subchapter, the municipality has 2 options: [ 2007, c¢. 627, 811 (AMD).]

1. Acceptance. If the municipality accepts the bureau's determination, the bureau shall consult with the
officers of the municipality and require steps by which the municipality is to achieve an acceptable level of
just assessing practices. In requiring those steps, the bureau shall endeavor to accommodate the preferences of
the municipal officers. The steps may include membership, where applicable, in a primary assessing district,
joining with a companion municipality in the hiring of a professional assessor or an assessing firm or other
arrangements approved by the bureau; and

[ 2007, c. 627, §11 (AMVD) .]

2. Appeal. If the municipality is aggrieved by the bureau's determination, the municipality may file
awritten notice of appeal with the State Board of Property Tax Review in accordance with chapter 101,
subchapter 2-A.

[ 2007, c. 627, §11 (AWD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1975, c. 545, §13 (NEW. 1979, c. 666, §11 (AMD). 1985, c. 764, §9
(AMD). 1997, c. 526, §14 (AMD). 2007, c. 627, §11 (AMD).

8330. PROFESSIONAL ASSESSMENT FIRMS
1. Guidelinesfor professional assessing firms. The State Tax Assessor shall establish by rule
guidelines for professional assessing firms. The guidelines must include the following requirements:

A. Each professional assessing firm shall employ at least one certified Maine assessor; and [ 2011,
c. 240, 85 (AMD).]

B. Each professional assessing firm performing revaluation services for amunicipality shall provide
the municipality with papers and information necessary to conduct future revaluations. [ 2011, c.
240, 85 (AMD).]

Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter 2-A.

[ 2011, c. 240, §5 (AMVD) .]

2. Model contract. The State Tax Assessor shall develop amodel contract for revaluation services. This
model contract shall be made available to all municipalities.

[ 1985, c. 764, §10 (NEW .]

3. Assistance to municipalities. The State Tax Assessor shall provide technical assistance to
municipalities, when requested, in evaluating and selecting professional revaluation firms.

[ 1985, c. 764, 8§10 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 764, §10 (NEW. 2011, c. 240, §5 (AMD).
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8§331. ASSESSMENT MANUAL

The State Tax Assessor shall maintain and periodically update a State assessment manual by rule, in
accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, which shall identify accepted
and preferred methods of assessing property. [ 1985, c¢. 764, 810 (NEW. ]

Any municipality performing or contracting for the performance of arevaluation after January 1, 1987,
shall use or require the use of the State assessment manual or another professionally accepted manual or
procedure. [ 1985, c. 764, 810 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 764, §10 (NEW.

Chapter 103: ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF TAXES

Subchapter 1: STATE VALUATION; ABATEMENTS
Article 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

§341. CERTIFICATION OF TREASURER AND CONTROLLER

Before commencing to collect the taxes which the State Tax Assessor is authorized by law to collect, he
shall certify to the Treasurer of State and the State Controller the total amount of each type of tax. Copies of
all supplemental assessments and abatements of taxes shall be sent to the Treasurer of State.

8342. PROPERTY TAXES CREDITED ON ASSESSMENTS; QUARTERLY
PAYMENTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 666, 8§12 (RP).

Article 2: VALUATION

8§381. STATE VALUATION; DEFINITION; TO BE FILED WITH BUREAU OF
REVENUE SERVICES ANNUALLY

The term "state valuation™ as used in reference to the unorganized territory in this Title, except in this
chapter, means an annual valuation of all property subject to a Maine property tax but not taxable by a
municipality. The annual valuation is to be completed by and on file in the office of the Bureau of Revenue
Services prior to the assessment of the annual property tax in the unorganized territory. The annual valuation
isto be based on the status of property on April 1st. In this chapter and outside of this Title, the term "state
valuation" means the valuation filed with the Secretary of State pursuant to section 305, subsection 1.
[1983, c. 859, Pt. N, 84 (AWD); 1997, c. 526, 814 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1967, c. 24, (AVD). 1969, c. 502, §4 (AVD). 1971, c. 107, §1 (AWD).
1975, c. 272, §35 (RPR). 1977, c. 509, 83 (AMD). 1981, c. 698, §178
(AVD). 1983, c. 858, §4 (AWD). 1983, c. 859, §N4 (AVD). 1997, c. 526,
§14 (AVMD). RR 2013, c. 2, 8§44 (COR).

8381-A. INTERIM STATE VALUATION OF MUNICIPALITIES
(REPEALED)
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SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 502, §5 (NEW. 1971, c. 107, §2 (RP).

§382. FAILURE OF ASSESSOR TO FURNISH INFORMATION

If any municipal assessor or assessor of aprimary assessing area failsto appear before the State Tax
Assessor or his agent as provided in this Title, or to transmit to him the lists named within 10 days after the
mailing or publication of notice or notices to them to so appear or transmit said lists, the State Tax A ssessor
may in his discretion report the valuation of the estates and property liable to taxation in the town so in
default, as he shall deem just and equitable. [ 1973, c¢. 695, 87 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 502, §6 (AMD). 1973, c. 620, 8§11 (AMD). 1973, c. 625, §242
(AVMD). 1973, c. 695, 87 (RPR).

8§383. ASSESSORS' ANNUAL RETURN TO STATE TAX ASSESSOR

1. Annual return. The municipal assessors and the assessors of primary assessing areas shall make
and return lists, which must be seasonably furnished by the State Tax Assessor for that purpose, al such
information as to the assessment of property and collection of taxes as may be needed in the work of the
State Tax Assessor, including annually the land value, exclusive of buildings and all other improvements,
and the valuation of each class of property assessed in their respective jurisdictions, with the total valuation
and percentage of taxation, together with a statement to the best of their knowledge and belief of theratio, or
percentage of current just value, upon which the assessments are based and itemized lists of property upon
which the towns have voted to affix values for taxation purposes.

[ 1999, c. 487, §1 (NEW .]

2. Assessment ratio. The State Tax Assessor may establish procedures and adopt rules, in accordance
with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, designed to ensure that the ratio certified by the municipal
assessors or the assessors of primary assessing areas is accurate within 20% of the state valuation ratio last
determined, unless adequate evidence is presented to the State Tax Assessor by the municipalitiesto justify a
different assessment ratio.

[ 1999, c. 487, §1 (NEW .]

3. When due. Thereturn and lists required by subsection 1 must be returned to the State Tax Assessor
no later than November 1st, annually, or 30 days after commitment of taxes, whichever islater.

[ 1999, c. 487, §1 (NEW .]

4. Penalty for latefiling. If the complete return and lists required by this section are not filed on
time, the State Tax Assessor shall impose a penalty to be deducted from state reimbursement due to the
municipality or primary assessing area pursuant to the following programsin the following order of priority:

A. Maine Tree Growth Tax Law, section 578; [ 2001, c. 32, 81 (NEW.]
B. Veterans property tax exemptions, section 653; and [ 2001, c. 32, 81 (NEW.]
C. Maine resident homestead property tax exemption, section 685. [ 2001, c. 32, 81 (NEW.]
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For amunicipality or primary assessing area with a population of 2,000 or less, the penalty is $50 for the first
late day plus $10 for each late day thereafter. For amunicipality or primary assessing area with a population
of more than 2,000, the penalty is $100 for thefirst late day plus $20 for each late day thereafter.

[ 2001, c. 32, §1 (RPR) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1969, c. 343, 81 (AVD). 1969, c. 502, §6 (AVD). 1971, c. 544, §122
(RPR). 1973, c. 620, 8§12 (AWMD). 1973, c. 625, §243 (AVD). 1973, c.
695, §7 (RPR). 1987, c. 772, 8§89 (AMD). 1989, c. 857, §75 (AMD). 1999,
c. 487, 81 (RPR). 2001, c. 32, 8§81 (AWD).

§384. INVESTIGATION OF VALUATION; ACTIONS AND PROSECUTIONS;
REASSESSMENT ORDERS; APPEALS

The State Tax Assessor shall, a his own instance or on complaint made to him, diligently investigate
all cases of concealment of property from taxation, of undervaluation, of overvaluation, and of failureto
assess property liable to taxation. He shall bring to the attention of assessors all such casesin their respective
jurisdictions. He shall direct proceedings, actions and prosecutions to be instituted to enforce all laws relating
to the assessment and taxation of property and to the liability of individuals, public officers and officers
and agents of corporations for failure or negligence to comply with the laws governing the assessment or
taxation of property, and the Attorney General and district attorneys, upon the written request of the State
Tax Assessor, shall institute such legal proceedings as may be necessary to carry out this Title. The State Tax
Assessor shall have power to order the reassessment of any or all real and personal property, or either, in any
jurisdiction where in his judgment such reassessment is advisable or necessary to the end that all classes of
property in such jurisdiction shall be assessed in compliance with the law. Neglect or failure to comply with
such orders on the part of any assessor or other official shall be deemed willful neglect of duty and he shall be
subject to the penalties provided by law in such cases. Provided a satisfactory reassessment is not made by the
assessors, then the State Tax Assessor may employ assistance from within or without the jurisdiction where
such reassessment is to be made, and said jurisdiction shall bear all necessary expense incurred. Any person
aggrieved because of such reassessment shall have the same right of petition and appeal as from the original
assessment. The State shall be permitted to intervene in any action resulting from an order of the State Tax
Assessor pursuant to this section. [ 1975, c¢. 623, 852 (AM). ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 14, (AWD). 1973, c. 620, 8§13 (AWD). 1973, c. 695, 88 (RPR).
1975, c. 623, 8§52 (AMD).

Subchapter 2: ASSESSMENT OF STATE PROPERTY AND EXCISE TAXES

8451. RATE OF TAX
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1965, c. 345, (AWD). 1969, c. 502, §7 (AWD). P&SL 1971, c. 117, §D
(AVMD). 1971, c. 616, §6 (AVD). 1973, c. 308, §19 (AMD). 1973, c. 556,
§6 (RPR). 1973, c. 783, 8§45 (RPR). 1975, c. 272, 8§36 (RPR). 1975, c.
510, §45 (AMD). 1975, c. 660, §5 (RPR). |IB 1977, c. 1, 83 (AWD). 1977,
c. 48, §3 (AMD). 1977, c. 109, (AVD). 1977, c. 564, §131A (AWD). 1977,
c. 698, §5 (AMD). 1979, c. 666, §13 (AWD).

8451-A. MILL RATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 1977-78
(REPEALED)
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SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 98, §8 (NEW. 1977, c. 625, 8§9 (RP).

8452. ASSESSMENT OF STATE PROPERTY TAX
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1975, c. 272, 837 (RPR). 1975, c. 510, §46 (AMD). 1975, c. 660, §5
(RPR). 1B 1977, c. 1, 84 (AVD). 1977, c. 48, §4 (AVD). 1979, c. 666,
§14 (RP).

8453. PAYMENT OF STATE TAX BY MUNICIPALITIES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, 87 (AMD). 1973, c. 556, §7 (RPR). 1973, c. 783, 8§46
(RPR). 1975, c. 272, 838 (RPR). 1975, c. 660, 85 (RPR). 1975, c. 754,
§6 (AMD). [B 1977, c. 1, §5 (RP). 1977, c. 530, §2 (AMD).

8453-A. ADJUSTMENTS IN APPROPRIATIONS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1975, c. 754, §7 (NEW. 1B 1977, c. 1, §6 (RP).

8454. PAYMENT OF TAX IN TOWN WHERE CHARTERS SURRENDERED

When the charter of any municipality listed in the statement filed with the Secretary of State by the State
Tax Assessor under section 381 is subsequently surrendered by Act of the Legislature, the tax assessed shall
be an outstanding obligation of such municipality, and it shall be paid, and funds for payment thereof shall
be raised by the State Tax Assessor in the same manner as provided by law in the case of other outstanding
obligations of such municipality. [ 1973, c¢. 625, 8244 (AMD). ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 502, §8 (AVD). 1973, c. 625, §244 (AND).

8455. ADDITIONAL STATE PROPERTY TAX
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 84A (NEW. 1979, c. 127, §194 (RP).

8456. ADDITIONAL STATE PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 84A (NEW. 1973, c. 788, 8179 (AMD). 1979, c. 127, 8195
(RP).
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8457. STATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXCISE TAX

1. Definitions. Asused in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms
have the following meanings.

A. "Telecommunications business' means a person engaged in the activity of providing interactive 2-
way communication services for compensation. [ 1991, c¢. 9, Pt. EE, (NEW.]

B. "Qualified telecommunications equipment” means equipment used for the transmission of any
interactive 2-way communications, including voice, image, data and information, viaa medium such
aswires, cables, microwaves, radio waves, light waves or any combination of those or similar media
"Qualified telecommunications equipment” includes equipment used to provide telegraph service.
"Qualified telecommunications equipment” does not include equipment used solely to provide value-
added nonvoice services in which computer processing applications are used to act on the form, content,
code and protocol of the information to be transmitted, unless those services are provided under atariff
approved by the Public Utilities Commission. "Qualified telecommunications equipment" does not
include single or multiline standard telephone instruments. Notwithstanding section 551, "qualified
telecommunications equipment” includes any interest of atelecommunications businessin poles.
[2011, c. 430, 81 (AMD).]

C. "Digtribution facilities" means facilities used primarily to transport communications between fixed
locations, including but not limited to cables, wires, wireless transmitters and utility poles. [ 2011, c.
430, 81 (NEW.]

[ 2011, c. 430, 81 (AMD) .]
2. Tax imposed.

[ 2011, c. 430, §1 (RP) .]

2-A. Excisetax levied. Anexcisetax islevied on atelecommunications business at the rate provided
in this subsection times the just value of the qualified telecommunications equipment for the privilege of
operating within the State as follows:

A. Just value of the qualified telecommunications equipment must be determined pursuant to section
701-A as of the April 1st preceding the assessment; and [ 2011, c¢. 430, 81 (NEW.]

B. Therate of tax is 19.2 mills for assessments made in 2012. For assessments made in 2013 and
subsequent years, the State Tax Assessor shall apply the tax rate of the municipality or unorganized
territory in which the qualified telecommunications equipment is located to the just value of the
equipment as adjusted by the municipality's or unorganized territory's certified assessment ratio.
[2011, c. 430, 81 (NEW.]

[ 2011, c. 430, 81 (NEW .]
3. Determination of just value.
[ 1991, c. 121, Pt. B, 818 (AFF); 1991, c. 121, Pt. B, 82 (RP) .]

3-A. Returnsto State Tax Assessor prior to July 1, 2012. Prior to July 1, 2012, each
telecommunications business owning or leasing qualified telecommunications equipment that on the first day
of April inany year is situated, whether permanently or temporarily, within this State shall, on or before the
20th day of April in that year, return to the State Tax Assessor acomplete list of such equipment on aformto
be furnished by the State Tax Assessor.

[ 2011, c. 430, §1 (AWD) .]
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3-B. Returnsto State Tax Assessor beginning July 1, 2012. Beginning July 1, 2012, each
telecommuni cations business owning or leasing qualified telecommuni cations equipment on April 1, 2012
and annually thereafter shall, on or before December 31, 2012 and annually thereafter, return to the State Tax
Assessor a complete list of such equipment and each municipality or unorganized territory where any such
equipment is situated on the first day of April on aform to be furnished by the State Tax Assessor.

[ 2011, c. 430, §1 (NEW .]

4. Assessment. The State Tax Assessor shall assess atax on qualified telecommunications equipment
owned or leased by atel ecommunications business. Qualified telecommunications equipment owned or leased
by a person that is not a telecommunications business must be assessed a tax by the municipal assessor in
the municipality in which the equipment islocated on April 1st of the taxable year. The date of assessment
of qualified telecommunications equipment by municipalities must be consistent with property subject to
property taxation by the municipalities.

[ 2011, c. 430, 81 (AWMD) .]
5. Assessment procedure.

[ 1991, c. 121, Pt. B, §18 (AFF); 1991, c. 121, Pt. B, 8§2 (RP) .]
5-A. Procedure.

[ 1999, c. 731, Pt. W 84 (AFF); 1999, c. 731, Pt. W 82 (RP); 1999, c.
732, Pt. H, 83 (AFF); 1999, c. 732, Pt. H 81 (RP) .]

5-B. Procedure. The excise tax on qualified telecommunications equipment of atelecommunications
business must be assessed and paid in accordance with this subsection.

A. Prior to July 2012, the State Tax Assessor shall make the assessment by May 30th of each year. After
July 1, 2012, the State Tax Assessor shall make the assessment by March 30, 2013 and by March 30th
annually thereafter. [ 2011, c. 430, 81 (AMD).]

B. [2007, c. 693, §12 (RP).]

C. The tax assessment must be paid no later than the August 15th following the date of assessment.
[2007, c. 693, 812 (AMD).]

D. [2007, c. 693, 812 (RP).]
[ 2011, c. 430, 81 (AMD) .]
6. Amount of assessment.

[ 1991, c. 121, Pt. B, §18 (AFF): 1991, c. 121, Pt. B, §2 (RP) .]

7. Collection. Taxes assessed under this section by the State Tax Assessor must be enforced as generally
provided by this Title. Taxes assessed under this section by municipal assessors must be enforced in the same
way as locally assessed personal property taxes.

[ 2011, c. 430, 81 (AMD) .]
8. Penalty.

[ 2007, c. 693, §12 (RP) .]
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9. Appeal. A taxpayer receiving an assessment under this section may appeal a decision of the State Tax
Assessor in the manner set forth in section 151.

[ 2011, c. 430, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 507, §1 (NEW. 1987, c. 769, 8A150 (AMD). 1991, c. 9, SEE
(RPR). 1991, c. 121, 8B2 (AWD). 1991, c. 121, 8B18 (AFF). 1991, c.
846, §7 (AVD). 1999, c. 731, §§W-3 (AMD). 1999, c. 731, §WM (AFF).
1999, c. 732, §8HL, 2 (AMD). 1999, c. 732, §H3 (AFF). 2001, c. 396, §12
(AVMD). 2001, c. 559, 8HL (AMD). 2007, c. 693, §12 (AMD). 2009, c. 1,
Pt. P, 81 (AMD). 2009, c. 1, Pt. P, §2 (AFF). 2009, c. 213, Pt. P, §1
(AVD). 2009, c. 213, Pt. P, §3 (AFF). 2011, c. 430, §1 (AWD).

8§458. CONTINUATION OF EXEMPTION

Qualified telecommunications equipment subject to taxation under this chapter must be assessed through
application of astate excisetax in lieu of a state property tax and continues to be exempt from ordinary local
property taxation as formerly provided under section 2696. It isthe intent of the Legislature that this section
not be considered a new property tax exemption requiring state reimbursement under the Constitution of
Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 23. [ 2011, c. 430, 8§82 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 507, §1 (NEW. 2011, c. 430, §2 (AMD).

Chapter 104: PRIMARY ASSESSING AREAS

8471. AREA, BODY POLITIC

The primary assessing district shall be composed of those municipalities named in the order issued by
the State Tax Assessor. The residents of a primary ng district are abody corporate and politic which
may sue or be sued, appoint attorneys and adopt aseal. [ 1975, c. 545, 8§14 (AMD). ]

Where only one municipality is designated as a primary assessing unit, the municipality shall be the body
corporate and the municipal officers the governing board, with the administration provisions of the assessing
function to be enacted through municipal ordinance or charter provisions. Where a municipality is designated
asaprimary assessing unit, sections 472 to 474 shall not apply. [ 1975, c. 545, 8§14 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1975, c. 545, 8§14 (AMD).

8471-A. BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW

The legidlative body of a primary assessing area consisting of only one municipality may establish a
primary assessing area board of assessment review. The executive committee of a primary assessing area
consisting of more than one municipality may establish a primary assessing area board of assessment review.
The primary assessing area board of assessment review has the powers and duties of a municipal board of
assessment review, including those provided under section 844-N. [ 1995, c¢. 262, 83 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 262, §3 (NEW.
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8472. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The governing body of a primary assessing district shall be an executive committee composed of
an equal number of municipal officers from each municipality and 2 nonvoting members. The nonvoting
members shall be the chief assessor of a primary assessing area and the State Tax Assessor. It is not necessary
that the State Tax Assessor attend all meetings of a primary assessing area and the State Tax Assessor may
appoint asubstitute to represent him. [ 1975, c¢. 545, 814 (AMD).]

1. Voting members. The voting members of the executive committee shall be appointed as follows:

The municipa officers of each municipality comprising the primary assessing districts shall elect from their
number the municipal officer or officersto serve on the executive committee.

[ 1975, c. 545, 814 (AMD) .]
2. Terms.
[ 1975, c. 545, 814 (RP) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1975, c. 545, §14 (AWD).

8473. POWERS AND DUTIES
The executive committee shall have the power to: [ 1973, c¢. 620, 810 (NEW.]

1. Rulesand regulations. Make all necessary rules and regulations for the conduct of the business of
the primary assessing area which do not conflict with these statutes or any rules and regulations of the Bureau
of Revenue Services,

[ 1975, c. 78, 821 (AMD); 1997, c. 526, 814 (AMD) .]

2. Appoint chief assessor. Appoint the chief assessor in accordance with this chapter;
[ 1973, c. 620, 810 (NEW .]

3. Approve annual budget. Approve the annual budget for the primary assessing area;
[ 1973, c. 620, 810 (NEW .]

4. Establish salaries. Establish salaries, authorize contracts and do all other things necessary and proper
to carry out the intent of these statutes;

[ 1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW .]

5. Funding. In addition to the funding provided under this chapter, accept funds from any other source
in the furtherance of its responsibilities;

[ 1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW .]

6. Contracts. Authorize contracts with individual municipalities to perform tax billing and other
centralized services for the member communities, but nothing in this chapter shall be construed to alow the
executive committee to establish tax rates,

[ 1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW .]
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7. Public report. Make apublic report of its activities at the close of each fiscal year within 30 days of
the close of such year;

[ 1973, c. 620, 810 (NEW .]
8. Tax maps.
[ 1975, c. 19, 84 (RP) .]

9. Cooperatewith primary assessing areas. Cooperate with other primary assessing areasin any
program not inconsistent with this chapter which will further the effectiveness of the assessing program;

[ 1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW .]

10. Compensation scalesfor the personnel. Set the compensation scales for the personnel of the
primary ng area and the members of the committee shall be paid $25 per diem, plus necessary expenses
while in the actual performance of their duties.

[ 1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1975, c. 19, 84 (AWD). 1997, c. 526, §14
( AND) .

8474. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

The chief assessor shall be the treasurer and administrative officer of the primary assessing area and shall
in addition perform the following duties: [ 1973, c¢. 620, 810 (NEW.]

1. Secretary. Serve as secretary of the executive committee and keep all committee minutes, except as
to any meeting involving hisremoval;

[ 1973, c. 620, 810 (NEW .]
2. Prepare budget. Prepare the annual budget;
[ 1973, c. 620, 810 (NEW .]
3. Purchasing agent. Act as purchasing agent;
[ 1973, c. 620, 810 (NEW .]
4. Appoint personnel. Appoint all personnel subject to approval of the executive committee;
[ 1973, c. 620, 810 (NEW .]

5. Execute contracts. Execute, when approved by the executive committee, al contracts on behalf of
the primary assessing area;

[ 1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW .]
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6. Other duties and functions. Perform such other duties and functions as are delegated by the
executive committee.

[ 1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1975, c. 19, 8§85 (AMD).

8475. ABATEMENT BY CHIEF ASSESSOR; PROCEDURE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1975, c. 272, 8§39 (AMD). 1977, c. 509, §4
(RP).

8476. NOTICE OF DECISION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 810 (NEW. 1975, c. 272, 840 (AMD). 1977, c. 509, 84
(RP).

8477. APPEALS TO BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1975, c. 19, §6 (AMD). 1975, c. 272, §41
(AMD). 1977, c. 509, §4 (RP).

8478. -- TO FORESTRY APPEAL BOARD
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 460, 818 (AMD). 1973, c. 620, 810 (New. 1977, c. 509, 84
(RP).

8479. HEARING
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 460, §18 (AMD). 1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1977, c. 509, §4
(RP).

8480. -- TO SUPERIOR COURT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1977, c. 509, 84 (RP).

8481. HEARING
(REPEALED)
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SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1977, c. 509, 84 (RP).

8482. COMMISSIONER'S HEARING AND REPORT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1977, c. 509, §4 (RP).

8483. TRIAL
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1977, c. 509, 84 (RP).

8484. JUDGMENT AND EXECUTION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§10 (NEW. 1975, c. 272, 842 (AWD). 1977, c. 509, §4
(RP) .

8485. ASSESSMENT RATIO EVIDENCE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1977, c. 509, 84 (RP).

8486. STATE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1973, c. 620, §10 (NEW. 1973, c. 695, §8§9,10,11 (AMD). 1975, c. 19, §7
(AVD). 1975, c. 272, §43 (AMD). 1975, c. 765, §87,7A 8,9 (AWD). 1983,
c. 812, §8268,269 (AWMD). 1985, c. 764, 8§11 (RP).

Chapter 105: CITIES AND TOWNS

Subchapter 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS
8501. DEFINITIONS

The following words and phrases as used in this chapter shall, unless a different meaning is plainly
required by the context, have the following meaning:

1. Estates. "Estates' shall be construed to mean both real estate and personal property.
2. Mortgagee. "Mortgagee" shall be construed to include the heirs and assigns of the mortgagee.

3. Municipality. "Municipality" shall include cities, towns and plantations.
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4. Municipal officers. "Municipal officers' shall mean the mayor and aldermen of cities, the selectmen
of towns and the assessors of plantations.

5. Person. "Person" may include abody corporate or an association.

6. Place. "Place" shal include municipalities, townships and any other unorganized area.
7. Property. "Property” shall be construed to mean both real estate and personal property.
8. Registered mail. "Registered mail" shall be construed to include certified mail.

9. Reside or resident. "Reside" or "resident" shall have reference to place of domicile.

10. Tax collector. "Tax collector" shall mean any person chosen, appointed or designated by a
municipality or the officers thereof to collect any tax due a municipality; or his successor in office.

§502. PROPERTY TAXABLE; TAX YEAR

All real estate within the State, all personal property of residents of the State and all personal property
within the State of persons not residents of the State is subject to taxation on the first day of each April as
provided; and the status of all taxpayers and of such taxable property must be fixed as of that date. Upon
receipt of a declaration of value under section 4641-D reflecting a change of ownership in real property,
the assessor may change the records of the municipality to reflect the identity of the new owner, if notice of
tax liabilitiesis sent both to the new owner and to the owner of record as of the April 1st when the liability
accrued. Thetaxable year isfrom April 1st to April 1st. Notwithstanding this section, proration of taxes must
be over the period specified in section 558. [ 1997, c¢. 216, 81 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 666, §15 (AMD). 1985, c. 568, (AMD). 1997, c. 216, §1 (AVD).

§503. TOWN TAXES; LEGALITY

The assessment of atax by atown isillegal unlessthe sum assessed israised by vote of the votersat a
meeting legally called and notified.

8504. ILLEGAL ASSESSMENT; RECOVERY OF TAX

If money not raised for alegal object is assessed with other moneys legally raised, the assessment is not
void; nor shall any error, mistake or omission by the assessors, tax collector or treasurer render it void; but
any person paying such tax may bring his action against the municipality in the Superior Court for the same
county, and shall recover the sum not raised for alegal object, with 25% interest and costs, and any damages
which he has sustained by reason of mistakes, errors or omissions of such officers.

8505. TAXES; PAYMENT; POWERS OF MUNICIPALITIES

At any meeting at which it votesto raise atax, or at any subsequent meeting prior to the commitment of
that tax, a municipality may, with respect to the tax, by vote determine: [ 1995, c. 57, 84 (AMD).]

1. When lists committed. The date when the lists named in section 709 shall be committed.

2. When property taxes due and payable. The date or dates when property taxes shall become due and
payable.

[ 1973, c. 708, (AWD) .]

3. When pall tax due and payable.

[ 1973, c. 66, 84 (RP) .]
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4. When interest collected. The date or dates from and after which interest must accrue, which must
also be the date or dates on which taxes become delinquent. The rate of interest must be specified in the vote
and must apply to delinquent taxes committed during the taxable year until those taxes are paid in full. Except
as provided in subsection 4-A, the maximum rate of interest must be established by the Treasurer of State and
may not exceed the prime rate as published in the Wall Street Journal on the first business day of the calendar
year, rounded up to the next whole percent plus 3 percentage points. The Treasurer of State shall post that rate
of interest on the Treasurer of State's publicly accessible website on or before January 20th of each year. The
interest must be added to and become part of the taxes.

[ 2011, c. 380, Pt. FFF, 81 (AVD) .]

4-A. Alternate calculation of interest. For any tax year for which the maximum interest rate
established by the Treasurer of State under subsection 4 is 2 percentage points or more lower than the
maximum rate established by the Treasurer of State for the previous tax year, the municipality may adopt an
interest rate that is up to 2 percentage points over the rate established by the Treasurer of State for the tax year
under subsection 4.

[ 2001, c. 635, §2 (NEW .]

5. Abatement when taxes paid prior totime. That al taxpayers who pay their taxes prior to specified
times shall be entitled to abatement thereon, which abatement shall not exceed 10%, and shall be specified
in the vote. A notification of such vote shall be posted by the treasurer in one or more public placesin the
municipality within 7 days after the commitment of the taxes.

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 367, (AMD). 1973, c. 66, §4 (AMD). 1973, c. 708, (AMD). 1979,
c. 541, §A218 (AMD). 1983, c. 480, §A40 (AVD). 1995, c. 57, §4 (AMD).
2001, c. 635, §8§1,2 (AVD). 2005, c. 332, §12 (AVD). 2011, c. 380, Pt.
FFF, §1 (AVD).

8506. PREPAYMENT OF TAXES

Municipalities at any properly called meeting may authorize their tax collectors or treasurers to accept
prepayment of taxes not yet committed and to pay interest on these prepayments, if any is authorized, at a
rate not exceeding 8% per year; municipalities are not obligated to authorize the payment of interest on taxes
prepaid under this section. Any excess paid in over the amount finally committed must be repaid, with the
interest due on the whole transaction, at the date that the tax finally committed is due and payable. [ 1993,
c. 422, 82 (AWD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 422, §2 (AWD).

8506-A. OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES

Except as provided in section 506, a taxpayer who pays an amount in excess of that finally assessed must
be repaid the amount of the overpayment plus interest from the date of overpayment at arate to be established
by the municipality. The rate of interest may not exceed the interest rate established by the municipality for
delinquent taxes nor may it be less than that rate reduced by 4%. If amunicipality failsto establish arate
of interest for overpayments of taxes, it shall pay interest at the rate it has established for delinquent taxes.
[2009, c. 434, 814 (AVD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 333, 8§82,3 (NEW. 1995, c. 57, §5 (AVD). 2009, c. 434, §14
( AVD) .

| 102 Generated
8506. Prepayment of taxes 12.22.2016



MRS Title 36: TAXATION

Chapter 105: CITIESAND TOWNS

8507. TAXPAYER INFORMATION

A municipality that issues a property tax bill to ataxpayer must issue the following information.
[2007, c. 432, 82 (AFF); 2007, c. 432, 81 (RPR).]

1. Reductionstotax. The property tax bill must contain a statement or calculation that demonstrates
the amount or percentage by which the taxpayer's tax has been reduced by the distribution of state-municipal
revenue sharing, state reimbursement for the Maine resident homestead property tax exemption and state aid
for education. The State Tax Assessor shall annually provide each municipality with the amount of state-
municipal revenue sharing and state aid for education subject to identification under this section.

[ 2007, c. 432, §1 (NEW; 2007, c. 432, §2 (AFF) .]

2. Digtribution to education and government. The property tax bill must indicate the percentage of
property taxes distributed to education and local, county and state government.

[ 2007, c. 432, §1 (NEW; 2007, c. 432, §2 (AFF) .]

3. Indebtedness. The property tax bill must indicate the outstanding bonded indebtedness of the issuing
municipality as of the date the bill isissued.

[ 2007, c. 432, §1 (NEW; 2007, c. 432, §2 (AFF) .]

4. Due date and interest. Each property tax bill issued by a municipality must clearly state the date
interest will begin to accrue on delinquent taxes.

[ 2007, c. 432, §1 (NEW; 2007, c. 432, §2 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1983, c. 855, §3 (NEW. 1985, c. 227, (AMD). 1985, c. 376, (AWD).

1997, c. 643, §HHH2 (AMD). 1997, c. 643, §HHHIO (AFF). 2007, c. 432, §2
(AFF). 2007, c. 432, 81 (RPR).

8§508. SERVICE CHARGES

1. Imposition. A municipality may impose service charges on the owner of residential property, other
than student housing or parsonages, that is totally exempt from taxation under section 652 and that is used
to provide rental income. Such service charges must be cal culated according to the actual cost of providing
municipal servicesto that real property and to the persons who use that property, and revenues derived from
the charges must be used to fund, to the extent possible, the costs of those services. The municipal legislative
body shall identify those institutions and organizations upon which service charges are to be levied.

A municipality that imposes service charges on any institution or organization must impose those service
charges on every similarly situated institution or organization. For the purposes of this section, "municipal
services' means al services provided by a municipality other than education and welfare.

[ 2007, c. 627, §12 (NEW .]

2. Limitation. Thetotal service chargeslevied by a municipality on any institution or organization
under this section may not exceed 2% of the gross annual revenues of the institution or organization. In order
to qualify for this limitation, the institution or organization must file with the municipality an audit of the
revenues of theinstitution or organization for the year immediately prior to the year in which the service
chargeislevied. The municipal officers shall abate the portion of the service charge that exceeds 2% of the
gross annual revenues of the ingtitution or organization.

[ 2007, c. 627, §12 (NEW .]
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3. Administration. Municipalities shall adopt any ordinances necessary to carry out the provisions
of this section. Determinations of service charges may be appealed in accordance with an appeal s process
provided by municipal ordinance. Unpaid service charges may be collected in the manner provided in Title
38, section 1208.

[ 2007, c. 627, §12 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2007, c. 627, 8§12 (NEW.

Subchapter 2: REAL PROPERTY TAXES

8551. REAL ESTATE,; DEFINED

Real estate, for the purposes of taxation under this Part, includes all lands in the State and all buildings,
mobile homes, camper trailers and other things that are affixed to land, together with any appurtenant water
power, shore privileges and rights, forests and mineral deposits; interests and improvements in land, the fee
of which isin the State; interests by contract or otherwisein real estate exempt from taxation; and lines of
electric light and power companies. Buildings, mobile homes, camper trailers and other things that are affixed
to leased land or land not owned by the owner of the buildings must be taxed as real estate in the place where
that land is located. Mobile homes, except stock in trade, are considered real estate for purposes of taxation
under thisPart. [ 2007, c. 627, 8§13 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1967, c. 271, 81 (AVD). 1971, c. 235, §1 (AVD). 1975, c. 252, §14
(AVMD). 2007, c. 627, §13 (AWD).

8§552. -- TAX LIEN

There shall be alien to secure the payment of all taxes legally assessed on real estate as defined in
section 551, provided in the inventory and valuation upon which the assessment is made there shall be a
description of the real estate taxed sufficiently accurate to identify it. Such lien shall take precedence over
all other claims on said real estate and shall continue in force until the taxes are paid or until said lienis
otherwise terminated by law.

§553. -- WHERE TAXED

All real estate shall be taxed in the place where it is to the owner or person in possession, whether
resident or nonresident.

8554. MORTGAGED REAL ESTATE; TAXES; PAYMENT

In cases of mortgaged real estate, the mortgagor, for the purposes of taxation, shall be deemed the owner,
until the mortgagee takes possession, after which the mortgagee shall be deemed the owner. Any mortgagee
of real estate, on which any taxes remain unpaid for a period of 8 months after the taxes are assessed, may
pay such taxes, and the amount so paid together with interest and costs thereon shall become a part of the
mortgage debt and shall bear interest at the same rate as the lowest rate of interest provided for in any of the
notes secured by any mortgage on that real estate held by such mortgagee.

8§555. TENANTS IN COMMON AND JOINT TENANTS

A tenant in common or ajoint tenant may be considered sole owner for the purposes of taxation, unless
he notifies the assessors what hisinterest is; but when atax is assessed on lands owned or claimed to be
owned in common, or in severalty, any person may furnish the tax collector an accurate description of his
interest in the land and pay his proportion of such tax; and thereafter hisland or interest shall be free of al
lien created by such tax.
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8556. LANDLORD AND TENANT

When atenant paying rent for real estate istaxed therefor, he may retain out of hisrent half of the taxes
paid by him. When alandlord is taxed for such real estate, he may recover half of the taxes paid by him and
his rent in the same action against the tenant, unless there is an agreement to the contrary.

8557. ASSESSMENT; CONTINUED UNTIL NOTICE OF TRANSFER

When assessors continue to assess real estate to the person to whom it was last assessed, such assessment
isvalid, although the ownership or occupancy has changed, unless previous written notice to the assessors has
been given of such change and of the name of the person to whom it has been transferred or surrendered.

8557-A. ASSESSMENT; UNKNOWN OWNER

In the case of real property for which no owner is known to the assessors for at least the preceding 20
tax years and for which the assessor has, with reasonable diligence, attempted to determine ownership, the
following assessment procedure must beused. [ 1993, c. 422, 83 (AMD).]

Property of an unknown owner is assessed as other property, except that the owner must be indicated
as "unknown." Additionally, the assessing must be advertised once a week for 3 consecutive weeksin a
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the property is located. The notice must describe
the real estate that is being assessed so that a reasonable person may know, with probable certainty, what
premises are subject to tax, together with a statement that the property is assessed to an unknown owner as
the result of the failure of areasonable search to ascertain an owner of record. This newspaper publication is
sufficient legal notice of that assessment. At the time of this publication, a copy of the same notice must be
sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to each abutting property owner. [ 1993, c. 422, 8§83
(AND) . ]

If the owner of property is still unknown, after use of this notice procedure for assessment purposes, the
tax collector and treasurer shall use the same procedure for those notices required under sections 942 and 943.
[1993, c. 422, 83 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 617, (NEW. 1993, c. 422, §3 (AMD).

8558. TAXES PRORATED BETWEEN SELLER AND PURCHASER

A purchaser of rea estate may agree with the previous owner or party to whom the real estate was
formerly taxed to pay the pro rata or proportional share of taxes. Unless otherwise specified by the parties to
the agreement, the taxes shall be prorated over the period of the fiscal year of the municipality in which the
landislocated. [ 1981, c. 23, (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 23, (RPR).

8558-A. LIABILITY FOR FAILURE TO PAY PRORATED PROPERTY TAXES

1. Civil action authorized. If after areal estate closing in which the parties have prorated property taxes
pursuant to section 558, any party knowingly fails to pay that party's share of the taxes, which resultsin alien
being filed, any other party to the transaction who pays the taxes that are owed by the delinquent party may
recover in acivil action from the delinquent party the amount of unpaid taxes, costs incurred in releasing the
lien and reasonabl e attorney's fees.

[ 2007, c. 687, §1 (NEW .]
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2. Effect on credit rating. If aparty prevailsin an action filed under subsection 1 and arecord of alien
in that party's name has been placed in that party's file with a consumer reporting agency, that lien must be
considered inaccurate information under 15 United States Code, Section 1681i if the party requesting relief
submits a copy of the court judgment and proof of payment of the lien to the consumer reporting agency.

[ 2013, c. 588, Pt. C, 8§19 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2007, c. 687, 81 (NEW. 2013, c. 588, Pt. C, §19 (AWD).

§559. DECEASED PERSONS

Until notice is given to the assessors of the division of the estate and the name of the several heirs or
devisees, the undivided real estate of a deceased person may be taxed to his heirs or devisees, or may be taxed
to his personal representative. [ 1979, c. 540, 842-A (AMD).]

1. Heirsor devisees. A tax to the heirs or devisees may be made without designating any of them by
name and each heir or devisee shall be liable for the whole of such tax. Any heir or devisee so taxed may
recover of the other heirs or devisees their portions thereof when paid by him. In an action to recover the tax
paid, the undivided shares of such heirs or deviseesin the rea estate, upon which such tax has been paid, may
be attached on mesne process or taken on execution issued on a judgment recovered in an action therefor.

2. Personal representative. A tax to the persona representative shall be collected of him the same as
atax assessed against him in his private capacity. Such tax shall be a charge against the estate and shall be
allowed by the judge of probate; but when the personal representative notifies the assessors that he has no
funds of the estate to pay such tax and gives them the names of the heirs or devisees, and the proportions of
their interestsin the real estate to the best of his knowledge, the real estate shall no longer be taxed to him.

[ 1979, c. 540, §42-B (AMD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 540, §§42A, 42B (AND).

8560. BANK'S REAL ESTATE

All real estate, including vaults and safe deposit plants, in the State owned by any bank incorporated by
this State, or by any national bank or banking association, or by any corporation organized under the laws of
this State for the purpose of doing aloan, trust or banking business and having a capital divided into shares
shall be taxed in the place where that property is situated to said bank, banking association or corporation.
This section does not apply to loan and building associations.

8561. RAILROAD BUILDINGS

The buildings of every railroad corporation or association, whether within or without the located right-
of-way, its lands and fixtures outside of its located right-of-way, and so much of its located right-of-way
over which al railroad service has been abandoned, are subject to taxation in the places in which the same
are situated, as other property istaxed therein, and shall be regarded as nonresident land. [ 1969, c. 5,
(AMVD) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 5, (AVD).
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8562. STANDING WOOD, BARK AND TIMBER; TAXED TO PURCHASER

Whenever the owner of real estate notifies the assessors that any part of the wood, bark and timber
standing thereon has been sold by contract in writing, and exhibits to them proper evidence, they shall tax
such wood, bark and timber to the purchaser. A lien is created on such wood, bark and timber for the payment
of such taxes, and may be enforced by the collector by a sale thereof when cut, as provided in section 991.

8563. FOREST LAND; POLICY

It is declared to be the public policy of the State, by which al officials of the State and of its municipal
subdivisions are to be guided in the performance of their officia duties, to encourage by the maintenance of
adequate incentive the operation of all forest lands on a sustained yield basis by their owners, and to establish
and maintain uniformity in methods of assessment for purposes of taxation according to the productivity of
the land, giving due weight in the determination of assessed value to location and public facilities as factors
contributing to advantage in operation.

8§564. -- ASSESSMENT

An assessment of forest land for purposes of taxation shall be held to bein excess of just value by any
court of competent jurisdiction, upon proof by the owner that the tax burden imposed by the assessment
creates an incentive to abandon the land, or to strip the land, or otherwise to operate contrary to the public
policy declared in section 563. In proof of his contention the owner shall show that by reason of the burden
of the tax he is unable by efficient operation of the forest land on a sustained yield basis to obtain an adequate
annual net return commensurate with the risk involved.

For the purposes of this section forest land shall be held to include any single tract of land exceeding
25 acres in area under one ownership which is devoted to the growing of trees for the purpose of cutting for
commercial use.

8565. FORESTRY APPEAL BOARD
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1965, c. 426, §1 (NEW. 1973, c. 592, §5 (RP). 1973, c. 645 §1 (REEN).
1977, c. 549, 81 (RP).

Subchapter 2-A: TREE GROWTH TAX LAW

§571. TITLE

This subchapter may be cited asthe "Maine Tree Growth Tax Law." [ 1971, c¢. 616, §8
(NEW . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW.

8572. PURPOSE

It has for many years been the declared public policy of the State of Maine, as stated in sections 563
and 564, to tax all forest lands according to their productivity and thereby to encourage their operation on a
sustained yield basis. However, the present system of ad valorem taxation does not always accomplish that
objective. It has caused inadequate taxation of some forest lands and excessive taxation and forfeiture of other
forest lands. [ 1979, c¢. 127, 8196 (AMD).]

It is declared to be the public policy of this State that the public interest would be best served by
encouraging forest landowners to retain and improve their holdings of forest lands upon the tax rolls of the
State and to promote better forest management by appropriate tax measures in order to protect this unique
economic and recreational resource. [ 1971, c. 616, 88 (NEW.]
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This subchapter implements the 1970 amendment of Section 8 of Article IX of the Maine Constitution
providing for valuation of timberland and woodlands according to their current use by means of a
classification and averaging system designed to provide efficient administration. [ 1973, c. 308, 81

(NEW . ]
Therefore, this subchapter is enacted for the purpose of taxing forest lands generally suitable for the

planting, culture and continuous growth of forest products on the basis of their potential for annual wood
production in accordance with the following provisions. [ 1971, c. 616, 88 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, §1 (AWD). 1979, c. 127, §196
( AND) .

8573. DEFINITIONS

Asused in this subchapter, unless the context requires otherwise, the following words shall have the
following meanings: [ 1971, c. 616, 88 (NEW. ]

1. Assessor.

[ 1979, c. 378, §6 (RP) .]

2. Average annual net wood production rate. "Average annual net wood production rate" means the
estimated average net usable amount of wood one acre of land is growing in one year.

[ 1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW .]

2-A. Commercial harvesting or harvesting for commercial use. "Commercial harvesting” or
"harvesting for commercial use" means the harvesting of forest products that have commercial value, as
defined in subsection 3-B.

[ 1995, c. 236, §1 (NEW .]

3. Forest land. "Forest land" means land used primarily for growth of treesto be harvested for
commercia use, but does not include ledge, marsh, open swamp, bog, water and similar areas, which are
unsuitable for growing aforest product or for harvesting for commercial use even though these areas may
exist within forest lands.

Land which would otherwise be included within this definition shall not be excluded because of:
A. Multiple use for public recreation; [ 1981, c. 625, 81 (NEW.]

B. Statutory or governmental restrictions which prevent commercial harvesting of treesor require a
primary use of the land other than commercial harvesting; [ 1981, c. 625, 81 (NEW. ]

C. Deed restrictions, restrictive covenants or organizational chartersthat prevent commercial harvesting
of trees or require a primary use of land other than commercial harvesting and that were effective prior to
January 1,1982; or [ 1993, c. 452, 81 (AWD).]

D. [1993, c. 452, §2 (RP).]
E. Past or present multiple use for mineral exploration. [ 1981, c. 711, 84 (NEW.]

[ 1993, c. 452, §§1, 2 (AWD) .]

3-A. Forest management and harvest plan. "Forest management and harvest plan” means a written
document that outlines activities to regenerate, improve and harvest a standing crop of timber. The plan must
include the location of water bodies and wildlife habitat identified by the Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife. A plan may include, but is not limited to, schedules and recommendations for timber stand
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improvement, harvesting plans and recommendations for regeneration activities. The plan must be prepared
by alicensed professional forester or alandowner and be reviewed and certified by alicensed professional
forester as consistent with this subsection and with sound silvicultural practices.

[ 1995, c. 236, §2 (AVD) .]

3-B. Forest productsthat have commercial value. "Forest products that have commercial value"
means logs, pulpwood, veneer, bolt wood, wood chips, stud wood, poles, pilings, biomass, fuel wood,
Christmas trees, maple syrup, nursery products used for ornamental purposes, wreaths, bough material or
cones or other seed products.

[ 1995, c. 236, §3 (NEW .]

4. Forest type. "Forest type" means a stand of trees characterized by the predominance of one or more
groups of key species which make up 75% or more of the sawlog volume of sawlog stands, or cordwood in
poletimber stands, or of the number of treesin seedling and sapling stands.

[ 1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW .]

5. Hardwood type. "Hardwood type" means forests in which maple, beech, birch, oak, elm, basswood,
poplar and ash, singly or in combination, comprise 75% or more of the stocking.

[ 1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW .]

6. Mixed wood type. "Mixed wood type" means forests in which neither hardwoods nor softwood
comprise 75% of the stand but are a combination of both.

[ 1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW .]

6-A. Residential structure. "Residential structure”" means a building used for human habitation as a
seasonal or year-round residence. It does not include structures that are ancillary to the residential structure,
such as a garage or storage shed.

[ 2011, c. 618, §1 (NEW .]

7. Softwood type. "Softwood type" means forests in which pine, spruce, fir, hemlock, cedar and larch,
singly or in combination, comprise 75% or more of the stocking.

[ 1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW .]

8. Stumpage value. "Stumpage value" means the average value of standing timber beforeit is cut
expressed in terms of dollars per unit of measure as determined by the State Tax Assessor.

[ 1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW .]

9. Value of the annual net wood production. "Value of the annual net wood production™ means the
average annual net wood production rate per acre for aforest type multiplied by the weighted average of the
stumpage values of all speciesin the type.

[ 1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
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1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, §2 (AMD). 1979, c. 378, §6 (AWD).
1981, c. 517, 83 (AWD). 1981, c. 625, 81 (AWD). 1981, c. 711, 883, 4
(AVD). 1989, c. 555, §14 (AMD). 1991, c. 428, §2 (AMD). 1993, c. 452,
§§1,2 (AVD). 1995, c. 236, §§1-3 (AMD). 2011, c. 618, §1 (AMD).

8574. APPLICABILITY
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, §3 (AVD). 1981, c. 517, §4 (AMD).
1981, c. 625, §2 (AVD). 1989, c. 555, 8§15 (RP).

8574-A. INELIGIBILITY

The Legidlature finds that when the value of arecreational use lease of forest land exceeds the value
of the tree growth that can be extracted from that |and on a sustained basis per acre as determined pursuant
to section 576, then the land is no longer primarily used for the continuous growth of forest products. This
finding is sufficient cause to remove from taxation under this subchapter those parcels that are more valuable
for recreational use and are being leased on that basis. Therefore, notwithstanding sections 573 and 574-B,
aparcel of forest land that isleased for consideration to any person to use for recreational purposes does not
qualify for taxation under this subchapter if that parcel of land exceeds 100 acres and if the consideration
for that lease per acre exceeds the value of the growth that can be extracted on a sustained basis per acre
as determined pursuant to section 576. The owner of the leased parcels shall submit a copy of the lease or
leases on land subject to taxation under this subchapter to the State Tax Assessor for land in the unorganized
territory and to the municipal assessors for land in municipalities. The State Tax Assessor or the municipal
assessor shall determine whether the value of the lease exceeds the sustained growth value. If the value of the
lease is determined to exceed the sustained growth value, the owner of the forest land has 60 days from the
date of receipt of notice of that determination to either terminate the lease, amend the lease to comply with the
reguirements of this section or withdraw the land covered by the |ease from taxation under this subchapter.
A withdrawal pursuant to this section is subject to the provisions of section 581. [ 2007, c. 627, 814
(AND) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 755, (NEW. 1989, c. 508, §9 (AVD). 2007, c. 627, §14 (AND).

8574-B. APPLICABILITY

An owner of aparcel containing forest land may apply at the landowner's election by filing with the
assessor the schedule provided for in section 579, except that this subchapter does not apply to any parcel
containing less than 10 acres of forest land. For purposes of this subchapter, a parcel is deemed to include a
unit of real estate, notwithstanding that it is divided by aroad, way, railroad or pipeline, or by a municipal
or county line. The election to apply requires the written consent of all owners of an interest in a parcel
except for the State. For applications submitted on or after August 1, 2012, the size of the exclusion from
classification under this subchapter for each structure located on the parcel and for each residential structure
located on the parcel in shoreland areas is determined pursuant to section 574-C. [ 2011, c. 618, 8§82
(AND) . ]

A parcdl of land used primarily for growth of trees to be harvested for commercial use is taxed according
to this subchapter, as long as the landowner complies with the following requirements; [ 2011, c. 618,
8§82 (AVD).]
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1. Forest management and harvest plan. A forest management and harvest plan must be prepared
for each parcel and updated every 10 years. The landowner shall file a sworn statement with the municipal
assessor for aparcel in amunicipality or with the State Tax Assessor for a parcel in the unorganized territory
that aforest management and harvest plan has been prepared for the parcel;

A. [1999, c. 33, 81 (RP).]
B. [1999, c. 33, §1 (RP).]
C. [1999, c. 33, 81 (RP).]

[ 2009, c. 434, §15 (AVD) .]

2. Evidence of compliance with plan. The landowner must comply with the plan developed under
subsection 1, and must submit, every 10 years to the municipal assessor in a municipality or the State Tax
Assessor for parcelsin the unorganized territory, a statement from alicensed professional forester that the
landowner is managing the parcel according to schedules in the plan required under subsection 1;

[ 2011, c. 618, §2 (AVD) .]

3. Transfer of ownership. When land taxed under this subchapter is transferred to a new owner, within
one year of the date of transfer, the new landowner must file with the municipal assessor or the State Tax
Assessor for land in the unorganized territory one of the following:

A. A sworn statement indicating that a new forest management and harvest plan has been prepared; or
[2001, c. 603, 84 (NEW.]

B. A statement from a licensed professional forester that the land is being managed in accordance with
the plan prepared for the previous landowner. [ 2001, c. 603, 84 (NEW.]

The new landowner may not harvest or authorize the harvest of forest products for commercial use until a
statement described in paragraph A or B isfiled with the assessor. A person owning timber rights on land
taxed under this subchapter may not harvest or authorize the harvest of forest products for commercia use
until a statement described in paragraph A or B isfiled with the assessor.

Parcels of land subject to section 573, subsection 3, paragraph B or C are exempt from the requirements under
this subsection.

For the purposes of this subsection, "transferred to a new owner" means the transfer of the controlling interest
in the fee ownership of the land or the controlling interest in the timber rights on the land; and

[ 2011, c. 618, §2 (AMVD) .]

4. Attestation. Beginning August 1, 2012, when alandowner is required to provide to the assessor
evidence that aforest management and harvest plan has been prepared for the parcel or updated pursuant to
subsection 1, or when alandowner is required to provide evidence of compliance pursuant to subsection 2, the
landowner must provide an attestation that the landowner's primary use for the forest land classified pursuant
to this subchapter isto grow trees to be harvested for commercia use or that the forest land is land described
in section 573, subsection 3, paragraphs A, B, C or E. The existence of multiple uses on an enrolled parcel
does not render it inapplicable for tax treatment under this subchapter, as long as the enrolled parcel remains
primarily used for the growth of trees to be harvested for commercia use.

[ 2011, c. 618, §2 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 555, §16 (NEW. 1989, c. 637, §4 (AVD). 1993, c. 452, §3
(AMD). 1993, c. 576, §1 (AMD). 1995, c. 8, §1 (AMD). 1995, c. 236,
§84,5 (AMD). 1999, c. 33, §1 (AMD). 2001, c. 603, §4 (AMD). 2007, c.
438, §12 (AVD). 2009, c. 434, §15 (AMD). 2011, c. 618, §2 (AMVD).
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§574-C. REDUCTION OF PARCELS WITH STRUCTURES; SHORELAND
AREAS

If aparce of land for which an owner seeks classification under this subchapter on or after August 1,
2012 contains a structure for which aminimum lot size is required under state law or by municipa ordinance,
the owner in the schedule under section 579 shall apply the following reduction to the land to be valued under
thissubchapter. [ 2011, c. 618, 83 (NEW.]

1. Structures. For each structure located on the parcel for which aminimum lot size is required under
state law or by municipal ordinance, the owner in the schedule under section 579 shall exclude from the
forest land subject to valuation under this subchapter the area of land in the parcel containing the structure or
structures, which may not be less than 1/2 acre.

[ 2011, c. 618, §3 (NEW .]

2. Shoreland areas. For each residential structure located within a shoreland area, asidentified in Title
38, section 435, the owner in the schedule under section 579 shall exclude from the forest land subject to
valuation under this subchapter the area of land in the parcel containing the structure or structures, which
may not be less than 1/2 acre, and the excluded parcel must include 100 feet of shoreland frontage or the
minimum shoreland frontage required by the applicable minimum requirements of the zoning ordinance for
the areain which the land is located, whichever is larger. If the parcel has less than 100 feet of shoreland
frontage, the entire shoreland frontage must be excluded. This subsection does not apply to a structure that
isused principally for commercial activities related to forest products that have commercial value as long
as any residential use of the structure is nonrecreational, temporary in duration and purely incidental to the
commercia use.

[ 2011, c. 618, §3 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2011, c. 618, 83 (NEW.

8575. ADMINISTRATION; RULES

The State Tax Assessor may adopt rules necessary to carry out this subchapter. Rules adopted under this
section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. [ 2007, c. 627,
815 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 460, 8§18 (AMD). 1985, c. 785, §A109
(AMD). 2007, c. 627, 815 (RPR).

8575-A. DETERMINING COMPLIANCE WITH FOREST MANAGEMENT AND
HARVEST PLAN

1. Assistance to assessor. Upon request of a municipal assessor or the State Tax Assessor and in
accordance with section 579, the Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry may provide assistance in evaluating a forest management and harvest plan to
determine whether the plan meets the definition of aforest management and harvest plan in section 573,
subsection 3-A. Upon request of a municipal assessor or the State Tax Assessor, the Director of the Bureau of
Forestry may provide assistance in determining whether a harvest or other silvicultural activity conducted on
land enrolled under this subchapter complies with the forest management and harvest plan prepared for that
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parcel of land. When assistance is requested under this section and section 579, the Director of the Bureau
of Forestry or the director's designee may enter and examine forest land for the purpose of determining
compliance with the forest management and harvest plan.

[ 2011, c. 619, 81 (NEW:; 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 8§85, 7 (REV); 2013, c.
405, Pt. A §23 (REV) .]

2. Random sampling and report. The Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry is authorized to conduct periodic random sampling of land enrolled
under this subchapter to identify any differencesin compliance with forest management and harvest plans
based on location or type of parcel and to assess overall compliance with the requirements of this subchapter.
For the purposes of this subsection, the Director of the Bureau of Forestry or the director's designee may:

A. With appropriate notification to the landowner, enter and examine forest land for the purpose of
determining compliance with the forest management and harvest plan pursuant to section 574-B;
[2011, c. 619, 81 (NEW.]

B. Request and review aforest management and harvest plan required under section 574-B, which must
be provided by alandowner or the landowner's agent upon request; and [ 2011, c. 619, 81

(NEW . ]
C. Reguest and review an expired forest management and harvest plan, which must be provided by

alandowner or the landowner's agent upon request, if the expired plan isin the possession of the
landowner or the landowner'sagent. [ 2011, c. 619, 81 (NEW.]

A forest management and harvest plan provided to the Director of the Bureau of Forestry or the director's
designee under this subsection is confidential. Information collected pursuant to this subsection is confidential
and isnot a public record as defined in Title 1, section 402, subsection 3, except that the director shall publish
at least one summary report, which may not reveal the activities of any person and that is available as a public
record. This subsection is repealed on December 31, 2014.

[ 2011, c. 619, 81 (NEW: 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 8§85, 7 (REV); 2013, c.
405, Pt. A §23 (REV) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2001, c. 603, 85 (NEW. 2011, c. 619, 81 (RPR). 2011, c. 657, Pt. W
§85, 7 (REV). 2013, c. 405, Pt. A 8§23 (REV).

8576. POWERS AND DUTIES

The State Tax Assessor shall determine the average annual net wood production rate for each forest type
described in section 573, subsections 5 to 7, in each county or region to be used in determining valuations
applicable to forest land under this subchapter, on the basis of the surveys of average annual growth rates
applicable in the State made from time to time by the United States Forest Service or by the Maine Forestry
Bureau. The growth rate surveys must be reduced by the percentage discount factor prescribed by section
576-B to reflect the growth that can be extracted on a sustained basis. The rates when determined remain in
effect without change for each county through the property tax year ending March 31, 1975. In 1974 and in
every 10th year thereafter, the State Tax Assessor shall review and set rates for the following 10-year period
inthe samemanner. [ 1997, c. 504, 86 (AMD).]

The State Tax Assessor shall determine the average stumpage value for each forest type described in
section 573, subsections 5 to 7, applicable in each county, or in alternative forest economic regions asthe
assessor designates, after passage of this subchapter and in each year thereafter, taking into consideration the
prices upon sales of sound standing timber of that forest type in that area during the previous calendar year,
and any other appropriate considerations. [ 1997, c¢. 504, 86 (AMD).]
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The proportions of the various species making up the type are to be used in the computations of
the average annual net wood production rates and average stumpage values for each forest type and the
proportions of the various products are to be used in the computations of average stumpage values. [ 1971,
c. 616, 88 (NEW.]

After the State Tax Assessor has made the foregoing determinations, the assessor shall apply the
capitalization rate prescribed by section 576-B to the value of the annual net wood production to determine
the 100% valuation per acre for each forest type for each area and shall state the wood production rates and
values used to compute those rates and values. [ 1997, c¢. 504, 86 (AMD).]

The State Tax Assessor shall certify and transmit rules to the municipal assessors of each municipality
with respect to forest land therein on or before April 1st of eachyear. [ 1997, c¢. 504, 86 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, 88 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, 84 (AWD). 1973, c. 460, §18
(AVMD). 1977, c. 509, §5 (AVD). 1977, c. 549, §§2-4 (AMD). 1977, c.
694, §§8678,679 (AVD). 1981, c. 517, §§5-7 (AMD). 1985, c. 99, (AMD).
1997, c. 504, §6 (AMD).

8576-A. VALUATION OF AREAS OTHER THAN FOREST LAND

Areas other than forest land within any parcel of forest land shall be valued on the basis of fair market
vaue. [1973, c. 308, 85 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 308, §5 (NEW.

8576-B. DISCOUNT FACTOR AND CAPITALIZATION RATE

The percentage factor by which the growth rates set by the State Tax Assessor pursuant to section 576
must be reduced to reflect the growth that can be extracted on a sustained basis is 10%. The capitalization rate
applied to the value of the annual net wood production pursuant to section 576 is8.5%. [ 1997, c. 504,
87 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 549, 85 (NEW. 1977, c. 590, (AMD). 1977, c. 694, §8680-685
(AVMD). 1981, c. 517, §88,9 (AMD). 1981, c. 636, (AVD). 1981, c. 706,
§85,6 (AVD). 1983, c. 571, §1 (AVD). 1985, c. 779, §80 (AMD). 1997, c.
504, §7 (RPR).

8577. REDUCED VALUATION UNDER SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
1. On January 1, 1972.
[ 2007, c. 438, 813 (RP) .]

2. Destruction by natural disaster. Inthe case of forest land areas upon which the trees are destroyed
by fire, disease, insect infestation or other natural disaster, so that the area contains not more than 3 cords per
acre of wood that is merchantable for forest products, the valuation of that specific land area must be reduced
by 75% for the first 10 property tax years following the loss.

[ 2007, c. 438, §14 (AVD) .]
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3. Procedureto obtain reduced valuation. In order to obtain areduced valuation, the landowner must
submit awritten request to the assessor on or before January 1st the preceding tax year, presenting factsin
affidavit form that meet the requirements of subsection 2. The assessor may investigate the facts, utilizing
the procedures set forth in section 579, and shall then determine whether the requirements of subsection 2 are
met. If the requirements are met, the forest land areas must be valued as provided in subsection 2.

[ 2007, c. 438, §15 (AMVD) .]

4. Report and recommendation from Director of the Bureau of Forestry. In determining the
applicability of this section, the assessor may request a report and recommendation from the Director of the
Bureau of Forestry.

[ 1973, c. 406, §18 (AMD); 2011, c. 657, Pt. W §7 (REV): 2013, c. 405,
Pt. A 8§23 (REV) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, §6 (AVD). 1973, c. 406, §18
(AVMD). 2007, c. 438, §§13-15 (AMD). 2011, c. 657, Pt. W §7 (REV).
2013, c. 405, Pt. A §23 (REV).

8§578. ASSESSMENT OF TAX

1. Organized areas. The municipal assessors or chief assessor of a primary assessing area shall adjust
the State Tax Assessor's 100% valuation per acre for each forest type of their county by whatever ratio, or
percentage of current just value, is applied to other property within the municipality to obtain the assessed
values. Forest land in the organized areas, subject to taxation under this subchapter, must be taxed at the
property tax rate applicable to other property in the municipality.

The State Tax Assessor shall determine annually the amount of acreage in each municipality that is classified
and taxed in accordance with this subchapter. Each municipality is entitled to annual payments distributed

in accordance with this section from money appropriated by the Legislature if it submits an annual return

in accordance with section 383 and if it achieves the minimum assessment ratio established in section 327.
The State Tax Assessor shall pay any municipal claim found to be in satisfactory form by August 1t of the
year following the submission of the annual return. The municipal reimbursement appropriation is calculated
on the basis of 90% of the per acre tax revenue lost as aresult of this subchapter. For property tax years
based on the status of property on April 1, 2008 and April 1, 2009, municipa reimbursement under this
section is further limited to the amount appropriated by the L egislature and distributed on a pro rata basis

by the State Tax Assessor for all timely filed claims. For purposes of this section, "classified forest lands’
means forest lands classified pursuant to this subchapter as well as al areasidentified as forested land within
farmland parcels that are transferred from tree growth classification pursuant to section 1112 on or after
October 1, 2011. For the purposes of this section, the tax lost is the tax that would have been assessed, but
for this subchapter, on the classified forest lands if they were assessed according to the undevel oped acreage
valuations used in the state valuation then in effect, or according to the current local valuation on undevel oped
acreage, whichever isless, minus the tax that was actually assessed on the same lands in accordance with
this subchapter, and adjusted for the aggregate municipal savingsin required educational costs attributable
to reduced state valuation. A municipality that fails to achieve the minimum assessment ratio established

in section 327 loses 10% of the reimbursement provided by this section for each one percentage point the
minimum assessment ratio falls below the ratio established in section 327.

The State Tax Assessor shall adopt rules necessary to implement the provisions of this section. Rules adopted
pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules for the purposes of Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

A. [2007, c. 438, 8§16 (RP).]
B. [2007, c. 438, 8§16 (RP).]
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C. The State Tax Assessor shall distribute reimbursement under this section to each municipality in
proportion to the product of the reduced tree growth valuation of the municipality multiplied by the
property tax burden of the municipality. For purposes of this paragraph, unless the context otherwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

(1) "Property tax burden” means the total real and personal property taxes assessed in the most
recently completed municipal fiscal year, except the taxes assessed on captured value within atax
increment financing district, divided by the latest state valuation certified to the Secretary of State.

(2) "Undeveloped land" means rear acreage and unimproved nonwaterfront acreage that is not:

(a) Classified under the laws governing current use valuation set forth in chapter 105,
subchapter 2-A, 10 or 10-A;

(b) A baselot; or
(c) Waste land.

(3) "Average value of undeveloped land" means the per acre undevel oped land valuations used in
the state valuation then in effect, or according to the current local valuation on undeveloped land as
determined for state valuation purposes, whichever isless.

(4) "Reduced tree growth valuation” means the difference between the average value of

undevel oped land and the average value of tree growth land times the total number of acres
classified as forest land under this subchapter plus the total number of acres of forest land that is
transferred from tree growth classification to farmland classification pursuant to section 1112 on or
after October 1, 2011. [ 2011, c. 404, 81 (AMD).]

[ 2011, c. 404, §1 (AWD) .]

2. Unorganized territory. The State Tax Assessor shall adjust the 100% valuation per acre for each
type for each county by such ratio or percentage asis then being used to determine the state valuation
applicable to other property in the unorganized territory to obtain the assessed values. Commencing April
1, 1973, forest land in the unorganized territory subject to taxation under this subchapter shall be taxed at
the same property tax rate as is applicable to other property in the unorganized territory, which rate shall be
applied to the assessed values so determined. Upon collection by the State Tax Assessor, such taxes shall be
deposited in the Unorganized Territory Education and Services Fund in accordance with section 1605.

[ 1981, c. 706, §8 (ANVD) .]

3. Divided owner ship. In cases of divided ownership of land and the timber and grass rights thereon,
the assessor shall apportion 10% of the valuation to the land and 90% of the valuation to the timber and grass
rights.

[ 1973, c. 308, §9 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, §§7-9 (AMD). 1973, c. 460, §18
(AVMD). 1975, c. 501, (AMD). 1977, c. 282, (AMD). 1977, c. 720, §3
(AVD). 1981, c. 364, §20A (AMD). 1981, c. 517, §8§10,11 (AMD). 1981,
c. 706, §§7,8 (AVD). 1987, c. 852, §1 (AVD). 1987, c. 861, §40 (AWD).
1987, c. 876, 83 (AWD). 1989, c. 857, 8§76 (AVD). 1993, c. 452, §4
(AVD). 1997, c. 24, §C4 (AVD). 1997, c. 24, §C18 (AFF). 1999, c. 708,
§21 (AMD). 2005, c. 457, §CCCL (AMD). 2007, c. 438, §16 (AMD). 2007,
c. 639, §1 (AMD). 2009, c. 213, Pt. O §1 (AVD). 2011, c. 404, §1

( AVD) .
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8579. SCHEDULE, INVESTIGATION

The owner or owners of forest land subject to valuation under this subchapter shall submit a signed
schedule, on or before April 1st of the year in which that land first becomes subject to valuation under
this subchapter, to the assessor upon aform prescribed by the State Tax Assessor, identifying the land to
be valued under this subchapter, listing the number of acres of each forest type, showing the location of
each forest type and representing that the land is used primarily for the growth of trees to be harvested for
commercia use. Those schedules may be required at such other times as the assessor may designate upon 120
days written notice. [ 2011, c. 240, 86 (AMD).]

The assessor shall determine whether the land is subject to valuation and taxation under this subchapter
and shall classify theland asto forest type. [ 2011, c. 240, 86 (AMD).]

The assessor or the assessor's duly authorized representative may enter and examine the forest lands
under this subchapter and may examine any information submitted by the owner or owners. A copy of
the forest management and harvest plan required under section 574-B must be available to the assessor to
review upon request and to the Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry or the director's designee to review upon request when the assessor seeks
assistance in accordance with section 575-A. For the purposes of this paragraph, "to review" meansto see
or possess a copy of aplan for areasonable amount of time to verify that the plan exists or to facilitate an
evaluation as to whether the plan is appropriate and is being followed. Upon completion of the review, the
plan must be returned to the owner or an agent of the owner. A forest management and harvest plan provided
in accordance with this section is confidential and is not a public record as defined in Title 1, section 402,
subsection3. [ 2003, c. 30, 81 (AMD); 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 885, 7 (REV);
2013, c. 405, Pt. A 823 (REV).]

Upon notice in writing by certified mail, return receipt requested, or by another method that provides
actual notice, any owner or owners shall appear before the assessor, at such reasonabl e time and place as the
assessor may designate and answer questions or interrogatories the assessor considers necessary to obtain
material information about those lands. [ 2011, c. 240, 86 (AMD).]

If the owner or owners of any parcel of forest land subject to valuation under this subchapter fails to
submit the schedules as provided under this section or failsto provide information after notice duly received
as provided under this section, such owner or owners are deemed to have waived all rights of appeal pursuant
to section 583 for that property tax year, except for the determination that the land is subject to valuation
under thissubchapter. [ 2011, c. 240, 86 (AMD).]

It isthe obligation of the owner or owners to report to the assessor any change of use or change of forest
type of land subject to valuation under this subchapter. [ 2011, c. 240, 86 (AMD).]

If the owner or ownersfail to report to the assessor a change of use as required by the foregoing
paragraph, the assessor shall assess the taxes that should have been paid, shall assess the penalty provided in
section 581 and shall assess an additional penalty equal to 25% of the penalty provided in section 581. The
assessor may waive the additional penalty for cause. [ 2011, c. 240, 86 (AMD).]

For the purposes of this section, the acts of owners specified in this section may be taken by an
authorized agent of anowner. [ 1981, c. 706, 89 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, §§10,11 (AMD). 1975, c. 765,
§§10,11 (AMD). 1977, c. 509, §§86,7 (AVD). 1979, c. 666, 8§16 (RPR).
1981, c. 625, §3 (AVD). 1981, c. 706, §9 (AVD). 1987, c. 579, (AMD).
1989, c. 555, §17 (AVD). 2001, c. 603, §6 (AVD). 2003, c. 30, §1 (AVD).
2007, c. 438, §17 (AMD). 2011, c. 240, §6 (AMD). 2011, c. 657, Pt. W
§85, 7 (REV). 2013, c. 405, Pt. A 8§23 (REV).
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§580. RECLASSIFICATION

Land subject to taxes under this subchapter may be reclassified as to forest type by the assessor upon
application of the owner with a proper showing of the reasons justifying such reclassification or upon the
initiative of the respective assessor where the facts justify same. [ 1971, c. 616, 88 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW.

§581. WITHDRAWAL

1. Assessor determination; owner request. If the assessor determines that land subject to this
subchapter no longer meets the requirements of this subchapter, the assessor must withdraw the land from
taxation under this subchapter. An owner of land subject to taxation under this subchapter may at any time
request withdrawal of that land from taxation under this subchapter by certifying in writing to the assessor
that the land is no longer to be classified under this subchapter.

[ 2009, c. 577, §1 (AWD) .]

1-A. Notice of compliance. No earlier than 185 days prior to a deadline established by section 574-
B, if the landowner has not yet complied with the requirements of that section, the assessor must provide
the landowner with written notice by certified mail informing the landowner of the statutory requirements
that need to be met to comply with section 574-B and the date of the deadline for compliance or by which
the parcel may be transferred to open space classification pursuant to subchapter 10. The notice must
also state that if the owner failsto meet the deadline for complying with section 574-B or transferring the
parcel to open space classification, a supplemental assessment of $500 will be assessed and that continued
noncompliance will lead to a subsequent supplemental assessment of $500. If the notice isissued lessthan
120 days before the deadline, the owner has 120 days from the date of the notice to provide the assessor
with the documentation to achieve compliance with section 574-B or transfer the parcel to open space
classification, and the notice must specify the date by which the owner must comply.

If the landowner fails to provide the assessor with the documentation to achieve compliance with section 574-
B or transfer the parcel to open space classification pursuant to subchapter 10 by the deadline specified in the
notice, the assessor shall impose a $500 penalty to be assessed and collected as a supplemental assessment

in accordance with section 713-B. The assessor shall send notification of the supplemental assessment

by certified mail and notify the landowner that, no later than 6 months from the date of the 2nd notice,

the landowner must comply with the requirements of section 574-B or transfer the parcel to open space
classification pursuant to subchapter 10 and that failure to comply will result in an additional supplemental
assessment of $500 and the landowner will have an additional 6-month period in which to comply with these
reguirements before the withdrawal of the parcel and the assessment of substantial financial penalties against
the landowner.

At the expiration of 6 months, if the landowner has not complied with section 574-B or transferred the parcel
to open space classification under subchapter 10, the assessor shall assess an additional $500 supplemental
assessment. The assessor shall send notification of the 2nd supplemental assessment by certified mail and
notify the landowner that, no later than 6 months from the date of the notice, the landowner must comply with
the requirements of section 574-B or transfer the parcel to open space classification pursuant to subchapter 10
or the land will be withdrawn from the tree growth tax program.

If the landowner has not complied within 6 months from the date of the 2nd supplemental assessment, the
assessor shall remove the parcel from taxation under this subchapter and assess a penalty for the parcel's
withdrawal pursuant to subsection 3.

This subsection does not limit the assessor from issuing other notices or compliance reminders to property
owners at any time in addition to the notice required by this subsection.

[ 2011, c. 618, §4 (AVD) .]
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2. Withdrawal of portion. In the case of withdrawal of a portion of aparcel, the owner, as a condition
of withdrawal, shall file with the assessor a plan showing the area withdrawn and the area remaining subject
to taxation under this subchapter. In the case of withdrawal of a portion of aparcel, the resulting portions
must be treated after the withdrawal as separate parcels under section 708.

[ 2007, c. 627, §16 (RPR) .]

3. Penalty. If land iswithdrawn from taxation under this subchapter, the assessor shall impose a penalty
upon the owner. The penalty is the greater of:

A. An amount equal to the taxes that would have been assessed on the first day of April for the 5 tax
years, or any lesser number of tax years starting with the year in which the land was first classified,
preceding the withdrawal had that land been assessed in each of those years at itsjust value on the date
of withdrawal. That amount must be reduced by all taxes paid on that land over the preceding 5 years, or
any lesser number of tax years starting with the year in which the land was first classified, and increased
by interest at the prevailing municipal rate from the date or dates on which those amounts would have
been payable; and [ 2007, c. 627, 816 (RPR).]

B. An amount computed by multiplying the amount, if any, by which the just value of the land on the
date of withdrawal exceeds the 100% valuation of the land pursuant to this subchapter on the preceding
April 1st by the following rates.

(2) If the land was subject to valuation under this subchapter for 10 years or less prior to the date of
withdrawal, the rate is 30%.

(2) If the land was subject to valuation under this subchapter for more than 10 years prior to the
date of withdrawal, the rate is that percentage obtained by subtracting 1% from 30% for each full
year beyond 10 years that the land was subject to valuation under this subchapter prior to the date of
withdrawal, except that the minimum rate is20%. [ 2007, c. 627, 816 (RPR).]

For purposes of this subsection, just value at the time of withdrawal is the assessed just value of comparable
property in the municipality adjusted by the municipality's certified assessment ratio.

[ 2007, c. 627, §16 (RPR) .]

4. Assessment and collection of penalties. The penalties for withdrawal under this section must be paid
upon withdrawal to the tax collector as additional property taxes. Penalties may be assessed and collected as
supplemental assessments in accordance with section 713-B.

[ 2007, c. 627, §16 (RPR) .]

5. Eminent domain. A penalty may not be assessed under this section for awithdrawal occasioned
by atransfer to an entity holding the power of eminent domain if the transfer results from the exercise or
threatened exercise of that power.

[ 2007, c. 627, §16 (RPR) .]

6. Relief from requirements. Upon withdrawal under this section, the land is relieved of the
reguirements of this subchapter immediately and is returned to taxation under chapter 105, subchapter 2
beginning the following April 1st.

[ 2007, c. 627, §16 (RPR) .]

G ted
1;.2;30(916 8581. Withdrawal | 119



MRS Title 36: TAXATION

Chapter 105: CITIES AND TOWNS

7. Reclassification as farmland or open space land. A penalty may not be assessed upon the
withdrawal of land from taxation under this subchapter if the owner applies for classification of that land as
farmland or open space land under subchapter 10 and that application is accepted. If a penalty is later assessed
under section 1112, the period of time that the land was taxed as forest land under this subchapter isincluded
for purposes of establishing the amount of the penalty.

[ 2007, c. 627, §16 (RPR) .]

8. Report of penalty. A municipality that receives a penalty for the withdrawal of land from taxation
under this subchapter must report the total amount received in that reporting year to the State Tax Assessor on
the municipal valuation return form described in section 383.

[ 2007, c. 627, §16 (RPR) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, 8§12 (AMD). 1975, c. 726, §1
(AVMD). 1977, c. 509, §88,9 (AVD). 1979, c. 445, §81,2 (AMD). 1981, c.
517, §12 (AMD). 1981, c. 663, (AVD). 1983, c. 400, §81,3 (AMD). 1991,
c. 546, §8 (AMD). 1991, c. 824, 8A71 (AMD). 1993, c. 452, §5 (AWD).
2007, c. 425, §1 (AVD). 2007, c. 438, §18 (RPR). 2007, c. 627, 8§16
(RPR). 2009, c. 577, §81, 2 (AVD). 2011, c. 618, §4 (AMD).

8581-A. SALE OF PORTION OF PARCEL OF FOREST LAND

Sale of aportion of a parcel of forest land subject to taxation under this subchapter does not affect
the taxation under this subchapter of the resulting parcels, unless any is lessthan 10 forested acresin area.
Each resulting parcel must be taxed to the owners under this subchapter until the parcel is withdrawn from
taxation under this subchapter, in which case the penalties provided for in sections 579 and 581 apply only to
the owner of that parcel. If aparcel resulting from that saleis less than 10 forested acresin area, that parcel
must be considered withdrawn from taxation under this subchapter as aresult of the sale and the penalty
assessed against the transferor of the resulting parcel of lessthan 10 forested acres. [ 2001, c. 305, 81
(AMD); 2001, c. 305, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 308, §13 (NEW. 1987, c. 497, §11 (AVD). 1987, c. 772, §10
(AVMD). 2001, c. 305, §1 (AVMD). 2001, c. 305, §2 (AFF).

8581-B. RECLASSIFICATION AND WITHDRAWAL IN UNORGANIZED
TERRITORY
If forest land in the unorganized territory is reclassified or withdrawn from taxation under this

subchapter, the State Tax Assessor shall make supplementary assessments or abatements as necessary to carry
out the provisions of thissubchapter. [ 2007, c¢. 627, 817 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 308, §13 (NEW. 2007, c. 627, §17 (AVD).

8§581-C. MINERAL LANDS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 711, 85 (NEW. 1987, c. 772, 8§11 (RP).
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8§581-D. MINERAL LANDS SUBJECT TO AN EXCISE TAX

Any statutory or constitutional penalty imposed as a result of withdrawal or a change of use, whether
imposed before or after January 1, 1984, shall be determined without regard to the presence of minerals,
provided that when payment of the penalty is made or demanded, whichever occursfirst, thereisin effect a
state excise tax which applies or would apply to the mining of those minerals. [ 1987, c¢. 772, 812
(AND) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1983, c. 776, 81 (NEW. 1987, c. 772, §12 (AWD).

8581-E. REPORT TO THE BUREAU OF FORESTRY
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 555, §18 (NEW. 2005, c. 358, 84 (RP).

§581-F. REPORT TO THE BUREAU OF FORESTRY ON LAND IN
UNORGANIZED TERRITORY

On or before September 1st of each year, the State Tax Assessor shall provide to the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry information on land within the unorganized
territory taxed according to this subchapter. The information must include the number of parcels enrolled,
classified by parcel size categories. The State Tax Assessor shall consult with the Director of the Bureau of
Forestry in determining the parcel size categories and shall provide the information in a consistent format to
facilitate comparison from year toyear. [ 2001, c. 564, 85 (NEW,; 2011, c. 657, Pt. W
8§85, 7 (REV); 2013, c. 405, Pt. A 823 (REV).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2001, c. 564, §5 (NEW. 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 885, 7 (REV). 2013, c.
405, Pt. A §23 (REV).

§581-G. REPORT TO BUREAU OF FORESTRY

1. Municipal report. The municipal assessor or chief assessor of a primary assessing area shall report
annually to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry by November 1st
or 30 days following the tax commitment date, whichever is sooner, the following information relating to land
taxed according to this subchapter:

A. The names and addresses of forest landowners; [ 2005, c¢. 358, 85 (NEW.]

B. The total number of acres taxed pursuant to this subchapter, including a breakdown of forest type, by
softwood, mixed wood and hardwood; [ 2005, c. 358, 85 (NEW.]

C. The year each parcel was first accepted for taxation under this subchapter; [ 2005, c¢. 358, 85
(NEW . ]

D. The year of the most recent recertification of each parcel; and [ 2005, c¢. 358, 85 (NEW. ]
E. The tax map number, plan number and lot number for each parcel listed. [ 2005, c¢. 358, 85
(NEW . ]

[ 2005, c. 358, §5 (NEW; 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 8§85, 7 (REV); 2013, c.
405, Pt. A §23 (REV) .]
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2. Forms. The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry shall annually
provide municipalities with forms for submitting the information required under subsection 1. To the extent
that the Bureau of Forestry has the required information, the Bureau of Forestry shall include that information
on the forms.

[ 2005, c. 358, §5 (NEW; 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 8§85, 7 (REV); 2013, c.
405, Pt. A §23 (REV) .]

3. Confidentiality. Addresses, telephone numbers and electronic mail addresses of forest landowners
owning less than 1,000 acres statewide contained in reports filed under this section are confidential when
in possession of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry and may be
disclosed only in accordance with Title 12, section 8005.

[ 2005, c. 358, 85 (NEW; 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 8§85, 7 (REV); 2013, c.
405, Pt. A 8§23 (REV) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 358, §5 (NEW. 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 885, 7 (REV). 2013, c.
405, Pt. A §23 (REV).

8582. APPEAL FROM STATE TAX ASSESSOR
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, 8§§14-17 (AMD). 1977, c. 694, §686
(RP). 1977, c. 720, §84,5 (AMD). 1979, c. 541, §A219 (AWD). 1979, c.
666, §17 (AMD).

8582-A. PAYMENT FOR TAX PENDING REVIEW
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 666, §18 (NEW. 1997, c. 668, 8§43 (AFF). 1997, c. 668, §19
(RP).

8583. ABATEMENT

Assessments made under this subchapter and denial's of applications for valuation under this subchapter
are subject to the abatement procedures provided by section 841. Appeal from an abatement decision
rendered under section 841 shall be to the State Board of Property Tax Review. [ 1985, c. 764, 8§12
(AMVD) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 308, §18 (AMD). 1973, c. 536, §22
(AMD). 1973, c. 592, §6 (AMD). 1973, c. 645, §§2,3 (AVD). 1977, c.
509, §§10-12 (AMD). 1977, c. 549, §86,7 (AMD). 1977, c. 694, §687
(RPR). 1977, c. 720, §86,7 (AMD). 1979, c. 520, §2 (RPR). 1979, c.
666, §19 (AMD). 1985, c. 764, §12 (AWD).

8584. ADVISORY COUNCIL
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
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1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW. 1973, c. 460, §18 (AMD). 1975, c. 771,
§8400, 401 (AMD). 1983, c. 812, §270 (AVD). 1983, c. 828, §2 (RP).
1983, c. 862, §82 (RP).

§584-A. CONSTRUCTION

This subchapter shall be broadly construed to achieve its purpose. The invalidity of any provision shall
be deemed not to affect the validity of other provisions. [ 1971, c. 616, 88 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, §8 (NEW.

Subchapter 2-B: FARM AND OPEN SPACE LAND LAW

8585. PURPOSE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 548, (NEW. 1975, c. 726, §3 (RP).

8586. DEFINITIONS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 548, (NEW. 1971, c. 616, §9 (AMD). 1975, c. 326, (AVD).
1975, c. 726, 8§83 (RP).

8587. CLASSIFICATION AS FARMLAND
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 548, (NEW. 1975, c. 726, §3 (RP).

8588. PLANNING BOARD; OPEN SPACE LAND
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 548, (NEW. 1975, c. 726, §3 (RP).

8589. SCENIC EASEMENTS AND DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 548, (NEW. 1975, c. 726, §3 (RP).

8590. VALUE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 548, (NEW. 1975, c. 726, §3 (RP).
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8591. RECAPTURE PENALTY
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 548, (NEW. 1975, c. 726, 83 (RP).

8592. ENFORCEMENT PROVISION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 548, (NEW. 1975, c. 726, 83 (RP).

8593. APPLICATION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 548, (NEW. 1975, c. 726, 83 (RP).

8594. EXCEPTION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 616, 8§10 (NEW. 1975, c. 726, 83 (RP).

Subchapter 3: PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES

8601. PERSONAL PROPERTY; DEFINED

Personal property for the purposes of taxation includes all tangible goods and chattels wheresoever they
are and all vessels, at home or abroad.
8602. -- WHERE TAXED

All personal property within or without the State, except in cases enumerated in section 603, shall be
taxed to the owner in the place where he resides.

8603. EXCEPTIONS

The excepted cases referred to in section 602 are the following:

1. Personal property employed in trade. All personal property employed in trade, in the erection
of buildings or vessels, or in the mechanic arts shall be taxed in the place where so employed, except
as otherwise provided for in this subsection; provided the owner, his servant, subcontractor or agent
occupies any store, storehouse, shop, mill, wharf, landing place or shipyard therein for the purpose of such
employment.

A. For the purposes of this subsection, "personal property employed in trade" shall include both liquefied
petroleum gasinstallations, and industrial and medical gas installations, together with tanks or other
containers used in connection therewith. [ 1981, c. 106, (AMD).]

B. [1973, c. 592, 87 (RP).]
[ 1981, c. 106, (AVD) .]

1-A. Cargotrailers. A cargo trailer shall betaxed in the place where it is primarily located on April 1st,
even though the cargo trailer may not be present in that place on April 1st.
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For purposes of this subsection, "primary location" means the place where the cargo trailer is usually based
and where it regularly returns for repairs, supplies and activities related to its use.

[ 1987, c. 303, (NEW .]
2. Enumeration.

[ 2007, c. 627, §18 (RP) .]

2-A. Enumeration. Thefollowing persona property must be taxed in the place where it is situated:
A. Portablemills; [ 2007, c. 627, 819 (NEW.]

B. All store fixtures, office furniture, furnishings, fixtures and equipment; [ 2007, c. 627, 8§19
(NEW . ]

C. Professional libraries, apparatus, implements and supplies, [ 2007, c. 627, 819 (NEW.]
D. Coin-operated vending or amusement devices, [ 2007, c. 627, 819 (NEW.]

E. All camper trailers, as defined in section 1481; and [ 2007, c. 627, 819 (NEW.]

F. Television and radio transmitting equipment. [ 2007, c. 627, 819 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 627, §19 (NEW .]

3. Nonresidents. Personal property which iswithin the State and owned by persons residing out of
the State shall be taxed either to the owner, or to the person having the same in possession, or to the person
owning or occupying any store, storehouse, shop, mill, wharf, landing, shipyard or other place therein where
such property is.

A. A lieniscreated on said property for the payment of the tax, which may be enforced by the tax

collector to whom the tax is committed, by a sale of the property as provided.

B. A lieniscreated on said property in behalf of the person in possession, which he may enforce, for the
repayment of all sums by him lawfully paid in discharge of the tax. If such person pays more than his
proportionate part of such tax, or if his own goods or property are applied to the payment and discharge
of the whole tax, he may recover of the owner such owner's proper share thereof.

4. Domestic fowl raised for meat purposes or egg production.

[ 1973, c. 592, 811 (RP) .]
5. Mules, hor ses, neat cattle and domestic fowl.

[ 1973, c. 592, 8§11 (RP) .]

6. Belonging to minorsunder guardianship. Personal property belonging to minors under
guardianship shall be taxed to the guardian in the place where the guardian resides. The personal property of
all other persons under guardianship shall be taxed to the guardian in the place where the ward resides.

7. Partnersin business. Personal property of partnersin business, when subject to taxation under
subsections 1 and 2, may be taxed to the partnersjointly under their partnership name; and in such cases they
shall bejointly and severally liable for the tax.

8. Owned by persons unknown. Personal property owned by persons unknown shall be taxed to the
person having the same in possession. A lien is created on said property in behalf of the person in possession,
which he may enforce for the repayment of all sums by him lawfully paid in discharge of the tax.
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9. Certain corporations. The personal property of manufacturing, mining, smelting, agricultural and
stock raising corporations, and corporations organized for the purpose of buying, selling and leasing real
estate shall be taxed to the corporation or to the persons having possession of such property in the place where
situated, except as provided in subsections 1 and 10.

[ 1981, c. 711, §6 (AMD) .]

10. Tax situs. Thetax situs of tangible personal property shall be at the mine siteif that property is:

A. Owned, leased or otherwise subject to possessory control of amining company; and [ 1981, c.
711, 87 (NEW.]

B. On route to or from, being transported to or from or destined to or from aminesite. [ 1981, c.
711, §7 (NEW.]

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the tax situs of tangible personal property leased to amining
company shall be in the place where the property is situated.

For the purposes of this subsection, the definitions of section 2855 shall apply.
[ 1983, c. 776, 82 (AMD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1967, c. 15, 81 (AVMD). 1967, c. 90, (AVD). 1967, c. 480, §1 (AWD).
1971, c. 235, §2 (AWD). 1973, c. 592, 8§8§7-11 (AMD). 1981, c. 106,

(AVD). 1981, c. 711, 886,7 (AVD). 1983, c. 776, §2 (AVD). 1987, c.
303, (AVD). 2007, c. 627, §818, 19 (AWD).

8604. MORTGAGED PERSONAL PROPERTY; TAXES

When personal property is mortgaged, pledged or conveyed with the seller retaining title for security
purposes, it shall, for the purposes of taxation, be deemed the property of the person who has it in possession,
and it may be distrained for the tax thereon.

8605. DECEASED PERSONS

The personal property of a deceased person shall be assessed to the personal representative in the place
where the deceased last resided, and such assessment shall continue until the personal representative gives
notice to the assessors that such property has been distributed. If the deceased at the time of his death did
not reside in the State, such personal property shall be assessed to the personal representative in the place
where such property is situated. Before the appointment of a personal representative, the personal property
of adeceased person shall be assessed to the estate of the deceased in the place where he last resided, if in
the State, otherwise in the place where such property is situated, and the personal representative subsequently
appointed shall beliablefor thetax. [ 1979, c. 540, 843 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 540, 8§43 (AWD).

8606. TAX PRIORITY; DECEASED'S PERSONAL PROPERTY

If apersonal property tax has been assessed upon the estate of a deceased person, or if a person assessed
for a personal property tax has died, the personal representative, after he has satisfied the first 4 priorities set
forthiin Title 18-A, section 3-805, shall, from any estate which has come to his hands in such capacity, if such
estate is sufficient therefor, pay the personal property tax so assessed to him under Title 18-A, section 3-709.
In default of such payment the personal representative shall be personally liable for the tax to the extent of the
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estate that passed through his hands which was not used to satisfy claims or expenses with a higher priority.
To the extent that the personal representative is not assessed, the successors to the decendent's taxed property
shall pay thetax assessed. [ 1979, c. 540, 844 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 540, 8§44 (AWD).

8607. INSOLVENT PERSON'S PERSONAL PROPERTY

If a person assessed for a personal property tax has made an assignment for the benefit of creditors, or
has gone into receivership before the payment thereof, the assignee or receiver shall, from any money which
has come to his hands in such capacity, over and above the reasonable expense of administration, pay the
personal property tax so assessed to the extent of such money. In default of such payment the assignee or
receiver shall be personally liable for the tax to the extent of the money which passed through his hands.

8608. BLOODED ANIMALS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, §12 (RP).

8609. SAILING VESSELS AND BARGES; TAX RATE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1983, c. 92, §B4 (RP).

8610. REBUILT VESSELS AND BARGES; TAX RATE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1983, c. 92, §B5 (RP).

8610-A. WATERCRAFT ASSESSED AS PERSONAL PROPERTY
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 357, (NEW. 1983, c. 92, §B6 (RP). 1983, c. 632, §B4 (REEN).
1987, c. 497, 8§12 (RP).

8611. EQUIPMENT TAX

Machinery and other personal property brought into this State, after April 1st and prior to December 31st
by any person upon whom no personal property tax was assessed on April 1st in the State of Maine, shall be
taxed as other personal property in the town in which it is used for the first timein this State.

When the assessors are informed by the owner or otherwise of the presence within the town of such
personal property, the assessors shall give notice in writing to the owner to furnish to the assessors a true and
perfect list of such property within 15 days from the receipt of such notice and, except as otherwise provided
in this section, section 706 shall be applicable to this section.

The assessors shall assess atax upon any such property in accordance with other property assessed for
the same tax year, except that, if the tax is paid within 2 months of assessment, interest from the due date of
taxes for the tax year involved does not apply. [ 1987, c. 772, 813 (AMD).]
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Except as otherwise provided in this section, the collection of such taxes shall be in accordance with this
chapter.

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 772, §13 (AMD).

8612. TAX LIEN ON PERSONAL PROPERTY

1. Lien. Thelegal assessment of taxes upon personal property as defined in section 601 against a
particular taxpayer creates and constitutes alien upon all of the property assessed to secure payment of the
resulting taxes, provided that the inventory and valuation upon which the assessment is made contains a
description of the personal property taxed that meets the requirements of Title 11, section 9-1504. Except as
otherwise provided in this section, the lien takes precedence over all other claims on the personal property and
continuesin force until the taxes are paid or until the lien is otherwise terminated by law.

[ 2003, c. 355, §1 (AVD); 2003, c. 355, §89, 10 (AFF) .]

2. Definitions. Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the terms used in this
section have the same meanings asin Title 11.

[ 1983, c. 403, §1 (NEW .]

3. Perfection of lien. Thelien established by subsection 1 attaches on the date of assessment and must
be perfected as against all lien creditors, as defined in Title 11, section 9-1102, subsection (52), without the
necessity of further action by the municipality or any other party. The lien becomes perfected as against
parties other than lien creditors at the time when a notice of the lien is communicated, pursuant to the
provisions of Title 11, section 9-1516, to the office identified in Title 11, section 9-1501, subsection (1),
paragraph (b). Any filing isineffective to perfect alien as against parties that are not lien creditors to the
extent that the filing covers taxes upon property whose status for those taxes was fixed pursuant to section
502 or 611 more than 2 years prior to the filing date. The lien does not have priority against any interest
asto which it is unperfected during the period in which it is not so perfected. If thelien is perfected asto
some interests in the property subject to the tax, but not as to other interests, and the interests as to which
it is perfected are superior in priority to the interests against which the lien is unperfected, then the lien has
priority over the interests against which it has not been perfected to the extent of the superior interests against
which it has been perfected.

[ 2003, c. 355, §§9, 10 (AFF); 2003, c. 355, §2 (RPR) .]

4. Notice of lien. Each notice of lien, which may be in the form of afinancing statement, must:

A. Name the owner of the property upon which the lien is claimed, if the owner is not the taxpayer and
isknown to the municipality; [ 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF); 2003, c. 355, §2
(RPR). ]

B. Provide the residence or business address of the owner, if known to the municipality; [ 2003, c.
355, 889, 10 (AFF); 2003, c. 355, 82 (RPR).]

C. Provide the taxpayer's name and the taxpayer's residence or business address, if known to the
municipality, and if not otherwise known, the address where the property that is being taxed was located
on the date the status of such taxable property was fixed pursuant to section 502 or 611; [ 2003, c.
355, 889, 10 (AFF); 2003, c. 355, 82 (RPR).]

D. Describe the property claimed to be subject to the lien in a manner that meets the requirements
of Title 11, section 9-1504; [ 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF); 2003, c. 355, 8§82
(RPR) . ]
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E. State the amount of tax, accrued interest and costs, as of the date on which the municipality sends the
notice for filing, claimed due the municipality and secured by thelien; [ 2003, c. 355, 889, 10
(AFF); 2003, c. 355, 82 (RPR).]

F. State the tax year or yearsfor which thelienisclaimed; [ 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF);
2003, c. 355, §2 (RPR).]

G. Name the municipality claiming thelien; [ 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF); 2003, c.
355, §2 (RPR).]

H. Set forth the phrase "NOTICE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX LIEN" in that part of the financing
statement otherwise used to describe the collateral; [ 2003, c¢. 355, 82 (NEW; 2003, c.
355, 889, 10 (AFF).]

I. Indicate that the notice isfiled asanon-UCC filing; and [ 2003, c. 355, 82 (NEW;
2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF).]

J. Indicate that the taxpayer or owner, if an organization, has no organizational identification number,
regardless of whether such a number may exist for that entity. [ 2003, c¢. 355, 82 (NEW;
2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF).]

Except as provided in this subsection, the notice of lien need not contain the information required by Title 11,
section 9-1516, subsection (2), paragraph (€), subparagraph (iii) and must be accepted for filing without that
information notwithstanding the provisions of Title 11, section 9-1520, subsection (1). A copy of the notice of
lien must be given by certified mail, return receipt requested, at the last known address, to the taxpayer, to the
owner, if the owner is not the taxpayer, and to any party who has asserted that it holds an interest in any of the
property that is subject to the lien in an authenticated notification received by the municipality within 5 years
prior to the date on which the municipality sends the notice of lien for filing, or who has filed a financing
statement with the office identified in Title 11, section 9-1501, subsection (1), paragraph (b) that remains
effective as of the date on which the municipality sends the notice of lien for filing. Failure to give notice to
any secured party who has a perfected security interest prevents the lien from taking priority over that security
interest, but does not otherwise affect the validity of the lien.

[ 2003, c. 631, §81 (AMVD) .]

5. Effective period of lien; limitation period. Perfection of any lien by thefiling of anctice of lienis
effective for aperiod of 5 years from the date of filing, unless discharged as provided in this section or unless
acontinuation statement is filed prior to the lapse. A continuation statement may be filed on behalf of the
municipality within 6 months prior to the expiration of the 5-year period provided in this section in the same
manner and to the same effect as provided in Title 11, section 9-1515.

[ 2003, c. 355, 83 (AMD); 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF) .]

6. Rights and remedies of municipality and taxpayer. A municipality that has filed a notice of
tax lien has the rights and remedies of a secured party, the taxpayer and the owner of the property against
whom the lien has been filed have the rights and remedies of a debtor, al parties to whom the municipality is
required to provide a copy of the lien notice pursuant to subsection 4 have the rights and remedies of ajunior
secured party and all lien creditors have the rights of lien creditors, as provided for in Title 11, Article 9-A,
Part 6, except that:

A. The municipality does not have the rights provided to a secured party in Title 11, sections 9-1620,
9-1621 and 9-1622; [ 2003, c. 355, 84 (NEW:; 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF).]

B. The municipality has no obligations to lien creditors or to secured parties except to the extent that it
has received notice from such secured parties as set forth in subsection 4 or they have effective financing
statements on file as provided in subsection 4; [ 2003, c. 355, 84 (NEW,; 2003, c.

355, 8§89, 10 (AFF).]
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C. The municipality has no obligations under Title 11, section 9-1616; and [ 2003, c. 355, &4
(NEW; 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF).]

D. The municipality is not subject to Title 11, section 9-1625, subsection (3), paragraph (b) and section
9-1625, subsections (5) to (7). [ 2003, c¢. 355, 84 (NEW,; 2003, c. 355, 8§89, 10
(AFF) . ]

[ 2003, c. 355, §89, 10 (AFF); 2003, c. 355, §4 (RPR) .]

7. Personal property liens; discharge. If any lien created under this section is discharged, then a
certificate of discharge must promptly be filed by the tax collector of the municipality which originally filed
the notice of lien, or by that tax collector's successor, in the same manner as termination statements are filed
under Title 11, section 9-1513. The municipal officer who has filed the notice of lien shall file a notice of
discharge of the lien in the manner provided in this section, if:

A. Thetaxes for which the lien has been filed are fully paid, together with all interest and costs due
thereon; [ 1983, c. 403, 81 (NEW.]

B. A cash bond or surety company bond is furnished to the municipality conditioned upon the payment
of the amount liened, together with interest and cost due, within the effective period of thelien as
provided in thissection; or [ 1983, c¢. 403, 81 (NEW.]

C. A final judgment is rendered in favor of the taxpayer or others claiming an interest in the liened
personal property which determines either that the tax is not owed or that the lien is not valid. If the
judgment determines that the tax is partially owed, then the officer who filed the notice of lien or that
officer's successor shall, within 10 days of the rendition of the final judgment, file an amendment to the
notice of lien reducing the amount claimed to the actual amount of tax found to be due, which amended
lien is effective asto the revised amount of the lien as of the date of the filing of the original notice of tax
lien. [2003, c. 355, 85 (AMD); 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF).]

[ 2003, c. 355, §5 (AMD); 2003, c. 355, §89, 10 (AFF) .]

8. Consumer goods. In the case of consumer goods, a buyer in the ordinary course of business takes
free of the lien created by this section, even though the lien is perfected and even though the buyer knows of
its existence.

[ 1983, c. 403, §1 (NEW .]

9. Liens subordinateto security interests. The lien authorized by subsection 1 is subordinated
to security interests that were perfected before September 23, 1983 and that have remained perfected
thereafter, except to the extent that such perfected security interests would be subordinate to the rights of the
municipality if the municipality were considered, whether or not such is actualy the case, to be alien creditor
under Title 11, section 9-1323 by virtue of its rights pursuant to the lien authorized by subsection 1.

[ 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF); 2003, c. 355, 86 (RPR) .]

10. Collection procedure. The collection procedure authorized by this section is optional and does not
affect in any way alternate collection procedures authorized by law.

[ 1999, c. 699, Pt. D, 8§28 (AVD); 1999, c. 699, Pt. D, §30 (AFF) .]

11. Limitation of this section. The lien authorized by this section applies to taxes assessed on or after
April 1, 1984. The procedures of this section as amended effective July 1, 2001 or October 1, 2003 apply only
to liens authorized in this section that are perfected by a filing made on or after July 1, 2001, or for which a
continuation statement is filed on or after that date.

[ 2003, c. 355, 87 (AMD); 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF) .]
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12. Location of filing. A tax lien filed on or after July 1, 2001 with the office identified in Title 11,
section 9-1501, subsection (1), paragraph (b) is not invalid or otherwise ineffectual by reason of filing with
that office.

[ 2003, c. 355, 88 (NEW; 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF) .]
13. Application of statelaw. Thelaw of this State governs the following without recourse to this State's

choice of law provisions, including those provisions found in Title 11, sections 9-1301 to 9-1307:

A. Perfection of apersonal property tax lien, as provided in thissection; [ 2003, c¢. 355, 88
(NEW; 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF).]

B. The effect of perfection or nonperfection of a personal property tax lien as provided in this section;
[2003, c. 355, 88 (NEW; 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF).]

C. The priority of apersonal property tax lien as provided in this section; and [ 2003, c. 355, §8
(NEW,; 2003, c. 355, 889, 10 (AFF).]

D. All other rights and obligations of the parties with respect to personal property tax liens held by
municipalitiesin this State. [ 2003, c. 355, 88 (NEW,; 2003, c. 355, 889, 10
(AFF) . ]

[ 2003, c. 355, §8 (NEW: 2003, c. 355, 8§89, 10 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1983, c. 403, §1 (NEW. 1985, c. 218, (AVD). 1999, c. 699, §D28 (AMD).
1999, c. 699, §D30 (AFF). 2003, c. 355, §8§1-8 (AMD). 2003, c. 355,
§89, 10 (AFF). 2003, c. 631, §81 (AWD).

8613. WATERCRAFT DECAL
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1991, c. 846, §8 (RP).

Subchapter 4: EXEMPTIONS
8651. PUBLIC PROPERTY

The following public property is exempt from taxation:

1. Public property.

A. The property of the United States so far as the taxation of such property is prohibited under the
Constitution and laws of the United States; [ 2013, c. 1, 851 (COR).]

B. The property of the State of Maing; [ 2013, c¢. 1, 851 (COR).]

B-1. Real estate owned by the Water Resources Board of the State of New Hampshire and used for the
preservation of recreational facilitiesin this State; [ 2013, c¢. 1, 851 (COR).]

C. All property which by the Articles of Separation is exempt from taxation; [ 2013, c. 1, 851
(CR).]

D. The property of any public municipal corporation of this State appropriated to public uses, if located
within the corporate limits and confines of such public municipa corporation; [ 2013, c¢. 1, 851
(CR).]
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E. The pipes, fixtures, hydrants, conduits, gatehouses, pumping stations, reservoirs and dams, used only
for reservoir purposes, of public municipal corporations engaged in supplying water, power or light, if
located outside of the limits of such public municipal corporation; [ 2013, c. 1, 851 (COR).]

F. All airports and landing fields and the structures erected thereon or contained therein of public
municipal corporations whether located within or without the limits of such public municipal
corporations. Any structures or land contained within such airport not used for airport or aeronautical
purposes shall not be entitled to this exemption. Any public municipal corporation which is required
to pay taxes to another such corporation under this paragraph with respect to any airport or landing
field shall be reimbursed by the county wherein the airport issituated; and [ 2013, c¢. 1, 8§51
(CR).]

G. The pipes, fixtures, conduits, buildings, pumping stations and other facilities of a public municipal
corporation used for sewage disposal, if located outside the limits of such public municipal corporation.
[1967, c. 115, (NEW.]

[ 2013, c. 1, §51 (COR) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1965, c. 125, (AMD). 1967, c. 115, (AMD). 1981, c. 492, §D6 (AMD).
1981, c. 595, §4 (AMD). RR 2013, c. 1, §51 (COR).

8652. PROPERTY OF INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

1. Property of institutions and organizations. The property of institutions and organizations is exempt
from taxation as provided in this subsection.

A. Thereal estate and personal property owned and occupied or used solely for their own purposes

by benevolent and charitable institutions incorporated by this State are exempt from taxation. Such an
institution may not be deprived of the right of exemption by reason of the source from which its funds
are derived or by reason of limitation in the classes of persons for whose benefit the funds are applied.

For the purposes of this paragraph, "benevolent and charitable institutions' includes, but is not limited

to, nonprofit nursing homes licensed by the Department of Health and Human Services pursuant to Title
22, chapter 405, nonprofit residential care facilities licensed by the Department of Health and Human
Services pursuant to Title 22, chapter 1663, nonprofit community mental health service facilities licensed
by the Commissioner of Health and Human Services pursuant to Title 34-B, chapter 3 and nonprofit
child care centersincorporated by this State as benevolent and charitable institutions. For the purposes of
this paragraph, "nonprofit" refers to an institution that has been determined by the United States Internal
Revenue Service to be exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code. [ 2007, c. 627,
8§20 (AMD).]

B. Thereal estate and personal property owned and occupied or used solely for their own purposes by
literary and scientific intitutions are exempt from taxation. If any building or part of abuilding is used
primarily for employee housing, that building, or that part of the building used for employee housing, is
not exempt from taxation. [ 2007, c. 627, 8§20 (AMD).]

C. Further conditions to the right of exemption under paragraphs A and B are that:

(1) Any corporation claiming exemption under paragraph A must be organized and conducted
exclusively for benevolent and charitable purposes;

(2) A director, trustee, officer or employee of an organization claiming exemption may not receive
directly or indirectly any pecuniary profit from the operation of that organization, except as
reasonable compensation for servicesin effecting its purposes or as a proper beneficiary of its
strictly benevolent or charitable purposes;

(3) All profits derived from the operation of an organization claiming exemption and the proceeds
from the sale of its property must be devoted exclusively to the purposes for which it is organized;
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(4) The ingtitution, organization or corporation claiming exemption under this section must file with
the assessors upon their request areport for its preceding fiscal year in such detail as the assessors
may reasonably require;

(5) An exemption may not be allowed under this section in favor of an agricultural fair association
holding pari-mutuel racing meets unless it has qualified the next preceding year as arecipient of a
stipend from the Stipend Fund provided in Title 7, section 86;

(6) An exemption allowed under paragraph A or B for real or persona property owned and
occupied or used to provide federally subsidized residential rental housing islimited as follows:
Federally subsidized residential rental housing placed in service prior to September 1, 1993 by
other than a nonprofit housing corporation that is acquired on or after September 1, 1993 by a
nonprofit housing corporation and the operation of which is not an unrelated trade or businessto
that nonprofit housing corporation is eligible for an exemption limited to 50% of the municipal
assessed value of that property.

An exemption granted under this subparagraph must be revoked for any year in which the owner of
the property is no longer a nonprofit housing corporation or the operation of the residential rental
housing is an unrelated trade or business to that nonprofit housing corporation.

(a) For the purposes of this subparagraph, the following terms have the following meanings.

(i) "Federally subsidized residential rental housing” means residential rental housing that
is subsidized through project-based rental assistance, operating assistance or interest rate
subsidies paid or provided by or on behalf of an agency or department of the Federal
Government.

(ii) "Nonprofit housing corporation" means a nonprofit corporation organized in the
State that is exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code and has among its
corporate purposes the provision of services to people of low income or the construction,
rehabilitation, ownership or operation of housing.

(iii) "Residential rental housing" means one or more buildings, together with any facilities
functionally related and subordinate to the building or buildings, located on one parcel

of land and held in common ownership prior to the conversion to nonprofit status and
containing 9 or more similarly constructed residential units offered for rental to the
general public for use on other than atransient basis, each of which contains separate and
complete facilities for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

(iv) "Unrelated trade or business" means any trade or business whose conduct is not
substantially related to the exercise or performance by a nonprofit corporation of the
purposes or functions constituting the basis for exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Code.

(b) Eligibility of the following property for exemption is not affected by the provisions of this
subparagraph:

(i) Property used as a nonprofit nursing home, residential care facility licensed by the
Department of Health and Human Services pursuant to Title 22, chapter 1663 or a
community living arrangement as defined in Title 30-A, section 4357-A or any property
owned by a nonprofit organization licensed or funded by the Department of Health and
Human Servicesto provide services to or for the benefit of persons with mental illness or
mental retardation;

(ii) Property used for student housing;
(iii) Property used for parsonages;

(iv) Property that was owned and occupied or used to provide residential rental housing
that qualified for exemption under paragraph A or B prior to September 1, 1993; or

(v) Property exempt from taxation under other provisions of law; and
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(7) In addition to the requirements of subparagraphs (1) to (4), an exemption is not allowed under
paragraph A or B for real or personal property owned and occupied or used to provide residential
rental housing that is transferred or placed in service on or after September 1, 1993, unless the
property is owned by a nonprofit housing corporation and the operation of the residential rental
housing is not an unrelated trade or business to the nonprofit housing corporation.

For the purposes of this subparagraph, the following terms have the following meanings.

(a) "Nonprofit housing corporation” means a nonprofit corporation organized in the State that
is exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code and has among its corporate purposes
the provision of services to people of low income or the construction, rehabilitation, ownership
or operation of housing.

(b) "Residential rental housing”" means one or more buildings, together with any facilities
functionally related and subordinate to the building or buildings, containing one or more
similarly constructed residential units offered for rental to the general public for use on other
than atransient basis, each of which contains separate and complete facilities for living,
sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

(c) "Unrelated trade or business' means any trade or business whose conduct is not
substantially related to the exercise or performance by a nonprofit organization of the purposes
constituting the basis for exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code. [ 2007, c.

627, 820 (AMD).]

D. [1979, c. 467, §3 (RP).]

E. Thereal estate and personal property owned, occupied and used for their own purposes by posts

of the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Veterans, Sons of Union V eterans of

the Civil War, Disabled American Veterans and Navy Clubs of the U.S.A. that are used solely by

those organizations for meetings, ceremonials or instruction or to further the charitable activities of the
organization, including all facilities that are appurtenant to that property and used in connection with
those purposes, are exempt from taxation. If an organization is not the sole occupant of the property, the
exemption granted under this paragraph applies only to that portion of the property owned, occupied and
used by the organization for its purposes.

Further conditionsto the right of exemption are that:

(1) A director, trustee, officer or employee of any organization claiming exemption may not
receive directly or indirectly any pecuniary profit from the operation of that organization, except
as reasonable compensation for servicesin effecting its purposes or as a proper beneficiary of its
purposes,

(2) All profits derived from the operation of the organization and the proceeds from the sale of its
property must be devoted exclusively to the purposes for which it is organized; and

(3) Theinstitution, organization or corporation claiming exemption under this paragraph must
file with the assessors upon their request areport for its preceding fiscal year in such detail asthe
assessors may reasonably require. [ 2007, c¢. 627, 8§20 (AMD).]

F. The real estate and personal property owned and occupied or used solely for their own purposes by
chambers of commerce or boards of trade in this State are exempt from taxation.

Further conditionsto the right of exemption are that:

(1) A director, trustee, officer or employee of any organization claiming exemption may not
receive directly or indirectly any pecuniary profit from the operation of that organization, except
as reasonable compensation for servicesin effecting its purposes or as a proper beneficiary of its
purposes,

(2) All profits derived from the operation of the organization and the proceeds from the sale of its
property must be devoted exclusively to the purposes for which it is organized; and
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(3) The ingtitution, organization or corporation claiming exemption under this paragraph must
file with the assessors upon their request a report for its preceding fiscal year in such detail asthe
assessors may reasonably require. [ 2007, c. 627, 820 (AMD).]

G. Houses of religious worship, including vestries, and the pews and furniture within them; tombs and
rights of burial; and property owned and used by areligious society as a parsonage up to the value of
$20,000, and personal property not exceeding $6,000 in value are exempt from taxation, except that any
portion of a parsonage that is rented is subject to taxation. For purposes of this paragraph, "parsonage”
means the principal residence provided by areligious society for its cleric whether or not the principal
residenceis located within the same municipality as the house of religious worship where the cleric
regularly conducts religious services. [ 2007, c. 627, 820 (AMD).]

H. Real estate and personal property owned by or held in trust for fraternal organizations, except college
fraternities, operating under the lodge system that are used solely by those fraternal organizations for
meetings, ceremonials or religious or moral instruction, including al facilities that are appurtenant to that
property and used in connection with those purposes are exempt from taxation. If abuilding isused in
part for those purposes and in part for any other purpose, only the part used for those purposes is exempt.

Further conditionsto the right of exemption under this paragraph are that:

(1) A director, trustee, officer or employee of any organization claiming exemption may not
receive directly or indirectly any pecuniary profit from the operation of that organization, except
as reasonable compensation for servicesin effecting its purposes or as a proper beneficiary of its
purposes,

(2) All profits derived from the operation of the organization and the proceeds from the sale of its
property must be devoted exclusively to the purposes for which it is organized; and

(3) The ingtitution, organization or corporation claiming exemption under this paragraph must
file with the assessors upon their request a report for its preceding fiscal year in such detail asthe
assessors may reasonably require. [ 2007, c. 627, 820 (AMD).]

I. [1979, c. 467, §7 (RP).]

J. Thereal and personal property owned by one or more of the organizationsin paragraphs A and B and
E to H and occupied or used solely for their own purposes by one or more other such organizations are
exempt from taxation. [ 2007, c. 627, 820 (AMD).]

K. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the real and personal property leased by and
occupied or used solely for its own purposes by an incorporated benevolent and charitable organization
that is exempt from taxation under section 501 of the Code and the primary purpose of which isthe
operation of ahospital licensed by the Department of Health and Human Services, a health maintenance
organization or ablood bank are exempt from taxation. For property tax years beginning on or after
April 1, 2012, the exemption provided by this paragraph does not include real property. [ 2009, c.
425, 81 (AMD).]

L. [2007, c. 627, §20 (RP).]
[ 2009, c. 425, §1 (AWD) .]

An organization or institution that desires exemption under this section must file awritten application
accompanied by written proof of entitlement for each parcel on or before the first day of April in the year
in which the exemption is first requested with the assessors of the municipality in which the property would
otherwise be taxable. If granted, the exemption continuesin effect until the assessors determine that the
organization or institution is no longer qualified. Proof of entitlement must indicate the specific basis upon
which exemptionisclaimed. [ 2007, c. 627, 820 (AM). ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
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1965, c. 13, (AVD). 1967, c. 64, (AMD). 1967, c. 372, (AVD). 1971, c.
111, (AVD). 1971, c. 475, (AMD). 1973, c. 719, (AWD). 1975, c. 771,
§402 (AVD). 1977, c. 487, (AMD). 1979, c. 467, §§82-7 (AWD). 1991, c.
420, (AMD). 1993, c. 286, §1 (AMD). 1993, c. 286, §2 (AFF). 1993, c.
422, §84,5 (AMD). 1993, c. 572, 81 (AMD). RR 1995, c. 2, §93 (COR).
1995, c. 366, §1 (AVD). 1995, c. 560, §K82 (AMD). 1995, c. 560, §K83
(AFF). 1997, c. 442, §3 (AVD). 1997, c. 668, §20 (AMD). 2001, c. 354,
§3 (AVMD). 2001, c. 596, §8B23,24 (AMD). 2001, c. 596, §B25 (AFF).
2003, c. 689, §§B6,7 (REV). 2005, c. 563, 8§16 (AMD). 2005, c. 645, §1
(AVD). 2007, c. 438, §19 (AVD). 2007, c. 627, §20 (AMD). 2009, c. 425,
§1 (AMD).

8653. ESTATES OF VETERANS
The following estates of veterans are exempt from taxation: [ 1973, c¢. 66, 85 (AMD).]

1. Estates of veterans and servicemen.
A. [1973, c. 66, 86 (RP).]
B. [1973, c. 66, 86 (RP).]

C. The estates up to the just value of $6,000, having a taxable situs in the place of residence, of veterans
who served in the Armed Forces of the United States:

(2) During any federally recognized war period, including the Korean Campaign, the Vietnam War,
the Persian Gulf War, the periods from August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984 and December 20, 1989
to January 31, 1990, Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iragi Freedom and Operation New
Dawn, or who were awarded the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, when they have reached the
age of 62 years or when they are receiving any form of pension or compensation from the United
States Government for total disability, service-connected or nonservice-connected, as a veteran. A
veteran of the Vietnam War must have served on active duty after February 27, 1961 and before
May 8, 1975. "Persian Gulf War" means service on active duty on or after August 2, 1990 and
before or on the date that the United States Government recognizes as the end of that war period; or

(2) Who are disabled by injury or disease incurred or aggravated during active military service
in the line of duty and are receiving any form of pension or compensation from the United States
Government for total, service-connected disability.

The exemptions provided in this paragraph apply to the property of that veteran, including property
held in joint tenancy with that veteran's spouse or held in arevocable living trust for the benefit of that
veteran. [ 2015, c¢. 353, 81 (AMD).]

C-1. The estates up to the just value of $7,000, having a taxable situsin the place of residence of veterans
who served in the Armed Forces of the United States during any federally recognized war period during
or before World War | and who would be eligible for an exemption under paragraph C.

The exemption provided in this paragraph isin lieu of any exemption under paragraph C to which the
veteran may be eligible and applies to the property of that veteran, including property held in joint
tenancy with that veteran's spouse or held in arevocable living trust for the benefit of that veteran.
[1995, c. 368, Pt. CCC, 82 (AMD); 1995, c. 368, Pt. CCC, 811 (AFF).]

D. The estates up to the just value of $6,000, having a taxable situs in the place of residence, of the
unremarried widow or widower or minor child of any veteran who would be entitled to the exemption if
living, or who isin receipt of a pension or compensation from the Federal Government as the widow or
widower or minor child of a veteran.

| 136 Generated
8653. Estates of veterans 12.22.2016



MRS Title 36: TAXATION

Chapter 105: CITIESAND TOWNS

The estates up to the just value of $6,000, having a taxable situsin the place of residence, of the parent
of a deceased veteran who is 62 years of age or older and is an unremarried widow or widower who is
in receipt of a pension or compensation from the Federal Government based upon the service-connected
death of that parent's child.

The exemptions provided in this paragraph apply to the property of an unremarried widow or widower
or minor child or parent of a deceased veteran, including property held in arevocable living trust for the
benefit of that unremarried widow or widower or minor child or parent of a deceased veteran. [ 2007,
c. 240, Pt. PPPP, 82 (AVD).]

D-1. The estates up to the just value of $50,000, having ataxable situs in the place of residence, for
specially adapted housing units, of veterans who served in the Armed Forces of the United States during
any federally recognized war period, including the Korean Campaign, the Vietnam War, the Persian
Gulf War, the periods from August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984 and December 20, 1989 to January 31,
1990, Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iragi Freedom and Operation New Dawn, or who were
awarded the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, and who are paraplegic veterans within the meaning
of 38 United States Code, Chapter 21, Section 2101, and who received a grant from the United States
Government for any such housing, or of the unremarried widows or widowers of those veterans. A
veteran of the Vietnam War must have served on active duty after February 27, 1961 and before May

8, 1975. "Persian Gulf War" means service on active duty on or after August 2, 1990 and before or on
the date that the United States Government recognizes as the end of that war period. The exemption
provided in this paragraph applies to the property of the veteran including property held in joint tenancy
with a spouse or held in arevocable living trust for the benefit of that veteran. [ 2015, c¢. 353, 82
(AMVD) . ]

D-2. The estates up to the just value of $7,000, having a taxable situsin the place of residence of the
unremarried widow or widower or minor child of any veteran who would be entitled to an exemption
under paragraph C-1, if living, or who isin receipt of a pension or compensation from the Federal
Government as the widow or widower or minor child of a veteran, and who is the unremarried widow or
widower or minor child of aveteran who served during any federally recognized war period during or
before World War |.

The exemption provided in this paragraph isin lieu of any exemption under paragraph D to which the
person may be eligible and applies to the property of that person, including property held in arevocable
living trust for the benefit of that person. [ 2003, c¢. 702, 83 (AMD).]

D-3. The estates up to the just value of $7,000, having a taxable situs in the place of residence of the
parent of a deceased veteran who is 62 years of age or older and is an unremarried widow or widower
who isin receipt of a pension or compensation from the Federal Government based upon the service-
connected death of that parent's child and who is receiving the pension or compensation from the
Federal Government based upon the service-connected death of the parent's child during any federally
recognized war period during or before World War |.

The exemption provided in this paragraphisin lieu of any exemption under paragraph D to which the
person may be eligible and applies to the property of that person, including property held in arevocable
living trust for the benefit of that person. [ 2003, c. 702, 84 (AMD).]

E. The word "veteran" as used in this subsection means any person, male or female, who was in active
service in the Armed Forces of the United States and who, if discharged, retired or separated from the
Armed Forces, was discharged, retired or separated under other than dishonorable conditions. [ 1995,
c. 462, Pt. A 868 (RPR.]

F. An exemption may not be granted to any person under this subsection unless the person is a resident
of thisState. [ 2007, c. 627, 821 (RPR).]

G. Any person who desires to secure exemption under this subsection shall make written application and
file written proof of entitlement on or before the first day of April, in the year in which the exemption
isfirst requested, with the assessors of the place in which the person resides. Notwithstanding Title 1,
chapter 13, an application and proof of entitlement filed pursuant to this paragraph is confidential and
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may not be made available for public inspection. The application and proof of entitlement must be made
available to the State Tax Assessor upon request. The assessors shall thereafter grant the exemption to
any person who is so qualified and remains aresident of that place or until they are notified of reason or
desirefor discontinuance. [ 2013, c. 546, 88 (AMD).]

H. A municipality granting exemptions under this subsection is entitled to reimbursement from the State
of 90% of that portion of the property tax revenue lost as aresult of the exemptions that exceeds 3% of
the total municipal property tax levy, upon submission of proof in aform satisfactory to the State Tax
Assessor. Exemptions granted under this subsection that are reimbursable pursuant to section 661 are not
eligible for reimbursement under this paragraph. [ 2007, c. 627, 822 (AMD).]

I. No property conveyed to any person for the purpose of obtaining exemption from taxation under this
subsection may be so exempt, except property conveyed between husband and wife, and the obtaining
of exemption by means of fraudulent conveyance shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 and
not more than 2 times the amount of the taxes evaded by the fraudulent conveyance, whichever amount
isgreater. [ 1989, c. 501, Pt. Z, (AWD).]

J. No person may be entitled to property tax exemption under more than one paragraph of this
subsection. [ 1989, c. 501, Pt. Z, (AMD).]

K. In determining the local assessed value of the exemption, the assessor shall multiply the amount of
the exemption by the ratio of current just value upon which the assessment is based as furnished in the
assessor's annual return to the State Tax Assessor. [ 1975, c¢. 550, 84 (AMD).]

[ 2015, c. 353, §§1, 2 (AWD) .]

2. Cooper ative housing corporations. A cooperative housing corporation is entitled to an exemption
to be applied against the valuation of property of the corporation that is occupied by qualifying shareholders.
An application for exemption must include alist of al qualifying shareholders and any information required
by the municipality to verify eligibility of qualifying shareholders and the applicable exemption amount.
The application must be updated annually to reflect changesin eligibility. The exemption is equal to the
total amount calculated under subsection 1 as if the qualifying shareholders were owners of the property.

A cooperative housing corporation that receives an exemption pursuant to this section shall apportion the
property tax reduction resulting from the exemption among the qualifying sharehol ders according to the
proportion of the total exemption that each qualifying shareholder would be entitled to if the qualifying
shareholder were the owner of property. Any supplemental assessment resulting from disqualification

for exemption must be applied in the same manner against the qualifying shareholders for whom the
disqualification applies. For the purposes of this subsection, the following terms have the following meanings.

A. "Cooperative housing corporation” means an entity organized for the purpose of owning residential
real estate in which residents own shares that entitle them to inhabit a designated space within a
residential dwelling. [ 2007, c. 418, 81 (NEW.]

B. "Qualifying shareholder" means a person who is a shareholder in a cooperative housing corporation
who would qualify for an exemption under subsection 1 if the person were the owner of the property.
[2007, c. 418, 81 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 418, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1967, c. 67, §5 (AVD). 1967, c. 144, (AVD). 1969, c. 110, §81,2 (AMD).
1969, c. 341, (AMD). 1969, c. 590, §67 (AMD). 1971, c. 368, (AWD).

1971, c. 544, §122A (AMD). 1973, c. 66, 8§85,6 (AMD). 1975, c. 432, §3
(AVD). 1975, c. 550, §§1-4 (AVD). 1977, c. 407, (AVD). 1977, c. 569,
§81-3 (AMD). 1981, c. 133, 881-4 (AMD). 1981, c. 214, §1 (AWMD). 1981,
c. 523, §1 (AMD). 1981, c. 698, §179 (AVD). 1985, c. 785, §A110 (AMD).
1989, c. 501, §Z (AVD). 1989, c. 502, §8A127,Al128 (AVD). 1989, c. 878,
§A104 (AMD). RR 1991, c. 2, §132 (COR). 1991, c. 824, §A72 (AWD).
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1993, c. 395, §11 (AMD). 1993, c. 427, §86,7 (AMD). 1993, c. 680, §A29
(AVD). 1993, c. 739, §8§1-3 (AVD). 1995, c. 281, 8§10 (AMD). 1995, c.
368, §§CCCl-4 (AMD). 1995, c. 368, §CCCll (AFF). 1995, c. 462, §A68
(AVD). 1999, c. 462, §§2,3 (AVD). 2001, c. 396, §13 (AVD). 2003, c.
702, §81-4 (AVMD). 2005, c. 519, SMWML (AMD). 2005, c. 519, SMWR (AFF).
2005, c. 622, §4 (AVD). 2007, c. 240, Pt. PPPP, §§81, 2 (AMD). 2007, c.
418, §1 (AWMD). 2007, c. 437, §7 (AMD). 2007, c. 437, §22 (AFF). 2007,
c. 627, §821, 22 (AVD). 2013, c. 222, §1 (AVD). 2013, c. 471, 8§81, 2
(AMD). 2013, c. 546, §8 (AMD). 2015, c. 353, 8§81, 2 (AMVD).

8654. ESTATES OF CERTAIN PERSONS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 66, §8§7,8 (AMD). 1975, c. 247, (AVD). 1975, c. 623, §53 (AVD).
1975, c. 765, §12 (AVD). 1975, c. 770, §202 (AMD). 1977, c. 420, (AVD).
1979, c. 732, §824,31 (AWMD). 1983, c. 777, §2 (AWD). 1987, c. 772, §14
(AVMD). 1993, c. 708, §J13 (AMD). 1995, c. 545, §1 (AMD). 2003, c. 686,
§1 (AMD). 2013, c. 416, 81 (RP).

8654-A. ESTATES OF LEGALLY BLIND PERSONS

1. Exemption. Theresidential real estate up to the just value of $4,000 of inhabitants of the State who
are legally blind as determined by a properly licensed Doctor of Medicine, Doctor of Osteopathy or Doctor of
Optometry is exempt from taxation.

[ 2013, c. 416, §2 (NEW .]

2. Revocableliving trust. The exemption provided by subsection 1 also appliesto residential real estate
held in arevocable living trust for the benefit of and occupied as a permanent residence by a person who is
legally blind.

[ 2013, c. 416, §2 (NEW .]

3. Cooperative housing. A cooperative housing corporation is also entitled to an exemption under
subsection 1 to be applied against the valuation of property of the corporation that is occupied by qualifying
shareholders. An application for exemption must include alist of all qualifying shareholders and any
information required by the municipality to verify eligibility of qualifying shareholders and the applicable
exemption amount. The application must be updated annually to reflect changesin eligibility. The exemption
isequal to the total amount cal culated under subsection 1 asif the qualifying shareholders were owners
of the property. A cooperative housing corporation that receives an exemption pursuant to this subsection
shall apportion the property tax reduction resulting from the exemption among the qualifying shareholders
according to the proportion of the total exemption that each qualifying shareholder would be entitled to if
the qualifying shareholder were the owner of the property. Any supplemental assessment resulting from
disqualification for exemption must be applied in the same manner against the qualifying shareholders for
whom the disqualification applies. For the purposes of this subsection, the following terms have the following
meanings.

A. "Cooperative housing corporation” means an entity organized for the purpose of owning residential
real estate in which residents own shares that entitle them to inhabit a designated space within a
residential dwelling. [ 2013, c. 416, 82 (NEW.]
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B. "Qualifying shareholder" means a person who is a shareholder in a cooperative housing corporation
who would qualify for an exemption under subsection 1 if the person were the owner of the property.
[2013, c. 416, 82 (NEW.]

[ 2013, c. 416, §2 (NEW .]

4. Multiple properties. If aperson entitled to the exemption under this section has property taxable
in more than one place in this State, the proportion of the total exemption must be made in each place as
the value of the property taxable in that place bears to the value of the whole of the property of that person
taxable in the State.

[ 2013, c. 416, §2 (NEW .]

5. Fraudulent transfer. Property conveyed to a person for the purpose of obtaining exemption from
taxation under this section is not exempt. A person who makes a conveyance for the purpose of obtaining the
exemption commits fraud and is subject to afine of not less than $100 and not more than 2 times the amount
of the taxes evaded by such fraudulent conveyance, whichever amount is greater.

[ 2013, c. 416, §2 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2013, c. 416, §2 (NEW.

8655. PERSONAL PROPERTY

The following personal property is exempt from taxation:

1. Personal property.

A. Industrial inventoriesincluding raw materials, goods in process and finished work on hand; [ 1973,
c. 592, 813 (RPR).]

B. Stock-in-trade, including inventory held for resale by a distributor, wholesaler, retail merchant or
service establishment. " Stock-in-trade" also includes an unoccupied manufactured home, as defined in
Title 10, section 9002, subsection 7, paragraph A or C, that was not previously occupied at its present
location, that is not connected to water or sewer and that is owned and offered for sale by a person
licensed for the retail sale of manufactured homes pursuant to Title 10, chapter 951, subchapter 2;

[ 2005, c. 652, 81 (AMD); 2005, c. 652, 83 (AFF).]

C. Agricultural produce and forest products, including logs, pul pwood, woodchips and lumber;
[1973, c. 592, 813 (RPR).]

D. Livestock, including farm animals, neat, cattleand fowl; [ 1973, c¢. 592, 8§13 (RPR).]

E. The household furniture, including television sets and musical instruments of each person in any one
household; and his wearing apparel, farming utensils and mechanical tools necessary for his business;
[1973, c. 592, 813 (RPR).]

F. All radium used in the practice of medicine; [ 1973, c. 592, 8§13 (RPR).]

G. Property in the possession of a common carrier while in interstate transportation or held en route
awaiting further transportation to the destination named in athrough bill of lading; [ 1973, c. 592,
813 (RPR).]

H. Vessels built, in the process of construction, or undergoing repairs, which are within the State on
thefirst day of each April and are owned by persons residing out of the State. "Vessels" as used in this
paragraph shall not be construed to include pleasure vessels and boats; [ 1973, c¢. 592, 8§13
(RPR). ]
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|. Pleasure vessels and boats in the State on the first day of each April whose owners reside out of the
State, and which are |eft in this State by the owners for the purpose of repair or storage, except those
regularly kept in the State during the preceding year; [ 1973, c¢. 592, 813 (RPR).]

J. Personal property in another state or country and legally taxed there; [ 1973, c. 592, 8§13
(RPR). ]

K. Vehicles exempt from excise tax in accordance with section 1483; [ 1973, c. 592, 8§13
(RPR). ]

L. Registered snowmobiles as defined in Title 12, section 13001, subsection 25; [ 2003, c¢. 414,
Pt. B, 849 (AMD); 2003, c. 614, 89 (AFF).]

M. All farm machinery used exclusively in production of hay and field crops to the aggregate actual
market value not exceeding $10,000, excluding mator vehicles. Mator vehicle shall mean any self-
propelled vehicle; [ 1977, c. 263, (AMD).]

N. Water pollution control facilities and air pollution control facilities as defined in section 656,
subsection 1, paragraph E; [ 2005, c¢. 652, 81 (AMD); 2005, c. 652, 83 (AFF).]

O. All beehives, [ 1973, c. 788, 8182 (RPR).]

P. All items of individually owned personal property with ajust value of less than $1,000, except:
(1) Items used for industrial or commercial purposes; and
(2) Vehicles as defined in section 1481 that are not subject to an excisetax; [ 2007, c. 627,
8§23 (AMD).]

Q. [1983, c. 777, 8§83 (RP).]

R. [1983, c. 632, Pt. A 85 (RP); 1983, c. 632, Pt. B, 85 (RP).]

S. Mining property as provided in section 2854; and [ 2005, c. 652, 81 (AMD); 2005, c.
652, 83 (AFF).]

T. Trail-grooming equipment registered under Title 12, section 13113. [ 2005, c¢. 652, 81
(NEW; 2005, c. 652, 83 (AFF).]

[ 2007, c. 627, §23 (AWD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1965, c. 139, (AMD). 1965, c. 331, (AVD). 1969, c. 96, (AMD). 1969, c.
117, (AVD). 1969, c. 414, §5 (AVD). 1969, c. 562, (AMD). 1971, c. 524,
§1 (AMD). 1973, c. 230, (AVD). 1973, c. 589, (AWMD). 1973, c. 592, §13
(AVD). 1973, c. 613, §21 (AMD). 1973, c. 788, §8180,182 (AMD). 1977,
c. 263, (AVD). 1977, c. 456, (AMD). 1983, c. 92, 8§8Al, B7, B8 (AMD).
1983, c. 555, §1 (AVD). 1983, c. 632, §8A4, A5,B5 (AMD). 1983, c. 777,
§3 (AMD). 1991, c. 546, 89 (AMD). 1995, c. 476, 81 (AMD). 1995, c.
476, §2 (AFF). 1997, c. 24, 8UL (AVD). 1997, c. 180, §1 (AVD). 2003,
c. 414, §B49 (AVD). 2003, c. 414, §D7 (AFF). 2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF).
2005, c. 652, §1 (AMD). 2005, c. 652, §3 (AFF). 2007, c. 627, §23

( AVD) .

8656. REAL ESTATE

Thefollowing real estate is exempt from taxation:

1. Real estate.
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A. The aqueducts, pipes and conduits of any corporation supplying a municipality with water are exempt
from taxation, when such municipality takes water therefrom for the extinguishment of fires without
charge.

B. Mines of gold, silver or baser metals, when opened and in the process of development, are exempt
from taxation for 10 years from the time of such opening. This exemption does not apply to the taxation
of the lands or the surface improvements of such mines; [ 1983, c. 555, 82 (RPR).]

C. Thelanding area of a privately owned airport, the use of which is approved by the Department of
Transportation, is exempt from taxation when the owner grants free use of that landing areato the public.
[1995, c. 504, Pt. B, 89 (AMD).]

D. [1971, c. 98, 81 (RP).]
E. Pollution control facilities.

(1) Water pollution control facilities having a capacity to handle at least 4,000 gallons of waste
per day, certified as such by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection, and all parts and
accessories thereof .

Asused in this paragraph, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings.

(a) "Facility" means any disposal system or any treatment works, appliance, equipment,
machinery, installation or structuresinstalled, acquired or placed in operation primarily for
the purpose of reducing, controlling or eliminating water pollution caused by industrial,
commercial or domestic waste.

(b) "Disposal system" means any system used primarily for disposing of or isolating industrial,
commercia or domestic waste and includes thickeners, incinerators, pipelines or conduits,
pumping stations, force mains and all other constructions, devices, appurtenances and facilities
used for collecting or conducting water borne industrial, commercial or domestic waste to a
point of disposal, treatment or isolation, except that which is necessary to the manufacture of
products.

() "Industrial waste" means any liquid, gaseous or solid waste substance capable of polluting
the waters of the State and resulting from any process, or the development of any process, of
industry or manufacture.

(d) "Treatment works"' means any plant, pumping station, reservoir or other works used
primarily for the purpose of treating, stabilizing, isolating or holding industrial, commercia or
domestic waste.

(e) "Commercia waste" means any liquid, gaseous or solid waste substance capable of
polluting the waters of the State and resulting from any activity which is primarily commercia
in nature.

(f) "Domestic waste" means any liquid, gaseous or solid waste substance capable of polluting
the waters of the State and resulting from any activity which is primarily domestic in nature.

(2) Air pollution control facilities, certified as such by the Commissioner of Environmental
Protection, and all parts and accessories thereof.

Asused in this paragraph, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings.

(a) "Facility" means any appliance, equipment, machinery, installation or structures installed,
acquired or placed in operation primarily for the purpose of reducing, controlling, eliminating
or disposing of industrial air pollutants.

Facilities such as air conditioners, dust collectors, fans and similar facilities designed, constructed
or installed solely for the benefit of the person for whom installed or the personnel of that person
may not be deemed air pollution control facilities.
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(3) The Commissioner of Environmental Protection shall issue a determination regarding
certification on or before April 1st for any air or water pollution control facility for which the
commissioner has received a complete application on or before December 15th of the preceding
year. [ 2007, c. 438, 8§20 (AMD).]

F. [1979, c. 467, 88 (RP).]

G. [1975, c. 765, 813 (RP).]

H. [1977, c. 542, 82 (RP).]

I. Mining property as provided in section 2854. [ 1983, c. 555, 83 (NEW.]

J. An animal waste storage facility. For the purposes of this section, "animal waste storage facility"
means a structure or pit constructed and used solely for storing manure, animal bedding waste or other
wastes generated by animal production. For afacility to be eligible for this exemption, the Commissioner
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry must certify that a nutrient management plan has been
prepared in accordance with Title 7, section 4204 for the farm utilizing that animal waste storage facility.
[1999, c. 530, 89 (NEW; 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 86 (REV).]

[ 2007, c. 438, §20 (AMD); 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 8§6 (REV) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 98, 81 (AWD). 1971, c. 524, §2 (AWD). 1971, c. 562, (AMD).
1971, c. 593, §23 (AMD). 1971, c. 618, 8§12 (AMD). 1973, c. 261, (AMD).
1975, c. 765, 8§13 (AVD). 1977, c. 542, §2 (AVD). 1979, c. 467, §8
(AVD). 1981, c. 711, §8 (AVD). 1983, c. 555, §§2,3 (AMD). 1983, c.
777, 84 (AVD). 1985, c. 298, (AWD). 1989, c. 890, §8A9,40 (AMD). 1991,
c. 546, §10 (AVD). 1995, c. 504, §B9 (AVD). 1999, c. 530, §9 (AMD).
2007, c. 438, §20 (AMD). 2011, c. 657, Pt. W §6 (REV).

8657. PURPOSE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 444, (NEW. 1971, c. 503, §2 (RP).

8658. APPLICATION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 444, (NEW. 1971, c. 503, §2 (RP).

8659. RECOVERY BY A MUNICIPALITY
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 444, (NEW. 1971, c. 503, §2 (RP).

8660. LEGISLATIVE REVIEW OF EXEMPTIONS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 490, §3 (NEW. 1977, c. 696, §266 (AMD). 1979, c. 687, §4
(RPR). 2001, c. 396, §14 (RP).
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8661. REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXEMPTIONS

Asrequired by the Constitution of Maine, Article 1V, Part 3, Section 23, the Treasurer of State shall
reimburse each municipality 50% of the property tax revenue loss suffered by that municipality during the
previous calendar year as aresult of statutory property tax exemptions or credits enacted after April 1, 1978.
The property tax revenue loss shall be determined pursuant to the following procedure. [ 1981, c. 133,

85 (NEW.]

1. Filing claim. If amunicipality suffers property tax revenue loss as aresult of exemptions and credits
enacted after April 1, 1978, it may file aclaim for reimbursement by November 1st of the following year
with the State Tax Assessor on the form prescribed by the State Tax Assessor in section 383. The form shall
contain the following information:

A. Thetotal amount of property taxes levied by the municipality in the previous calendar year; [ 1981,
c. 133, 85 (NEW.]

B. The valuation of the property taxed by the municipality which resulted in paragraph A; and [ 1981,
c. 133, 85 (NEW.]

C. The valuation of the property which is exempt as aresult of exemptions and credits enacted after
April 1,1978. [ 1981, c. 133, 85 (NEW.]

[ 1981, c. 133, §5 (NEW .]

2. Valuation. The State Tax Assessor shall add the valuation as determined in subsection 1, paragraph
B, to the valuation as determined in subsection 1, paragraph C, and divide the sum into the figure determined
in subsection 1, paragraph A.

[ 1981, c. 133, §5 (NEW .]

3. Amount of tax revenueloss. The State Tax Assessor shall apply the rate in subsection 2 to the
valuation of the exempt property to determine the amount of tax revenue loss.

[ 1981, c. 133, 85 (NEW .]

4, Payment. The Treasurer of State shall pay to the municipality 50% of the property tax revenue loss
by December 15th of the year following the year in which property tax revenue was lost by the municipality.

[ 1981, c. 133, §5 (NEW .]

5. Unorganized territory. The unorganized territory shall be entitled to reimbursement under this
section in the same manner provided by this section for municipalities. The amount of reimbursement due
shall be paid into the Unorganized Territory Education and Services Fund established in chapter 115.

[ 1985, c. 459, Pt. B, §4 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 133, §5 (NEW. 1981, c. 523, §2 (AMD). 1985, c. 459, §B4
(AVD) .

Subchapter 4-A: HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS

8671. DEFINITIONS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 534, §BL (NEW. 1991, c. 15, (RP). 1991, c. 546, §40 (AFF).
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8672. PERMANENT RESIDENCY; FACTUAL DETERMINATION BY MUNICIPAL
ASSESSOR
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 534, §BL (NEW. 1989, c. 753, §81,2 (AWD). 1991, c. 15, (RP).
1991, c. 546, 8§40 (AFF).

8673. EXEMPTION OF HOMESTEADS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 534, §B1 (NEW. 1989, c. 753, §83,4 (AVD). 1989, c. 871, 8§3
(AVD). 1989, c. 875, §E46 (AMD). 1991, c. 15, (RP). 1991, c. 546, 8§40
( AFF) .

8674. FORMS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 534, 8Bl (NEW. 1991, c. 15, (RP). 1991, c. 546, 8§40 (AFF).

8675. APPLICATION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 534, §B1 (NEW. 1989, c. 753, §5 (AMD). 1991, c. 15, (RP).
1991, c. 546, §40 (AFF).

8676. DUTY OF MUNICIPAL ASSESSOR
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 534, §B1 (NEW. 1989, c. 753, §6 (AMD). 1991, c. 15, (RP).
1991, c. 546, 8§40 (AFF).

8677. HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS; APPROVAL; REFUSAL; HEARINGS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 534, §BL (NEW. 1989, c. 753, §7 (RPR). 1991, c. 15, (RP).
1991, c. 546, §40 (AFF).

8678. LIEN IMPOSED ON PROPERTY OF PERSON CLAIMING EXEMPTION
ALTHOUGH NOT PERMANENT RESIDENT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 534, §B1 (NEW. 1989, c. 753, §7 (RPR). 1991, c. 15, (RP).
1991, c. 546, 8§40 (AFF).

Generated . . . o | 145
12.22.2016 8672. Permanent residency; factual determination by municipal assessor



MRS Title 36: TAXATION

Chapter 105: CITIES AND TOWNS

Subchapter 4-B: MAINE RESIDENT HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION
8681. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following
meanings. [ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 810
(AFF) . ]

1. Applicant. "Applicant” means an individual who has applied for a homestead property tax exemption
pursuant to this subchapter.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 8§10 (AFF) .]

1-A. Cooperative housing cor poration. "Cooperative housing corporation” means an entity organized
for the purpose of owning residential real estate in which residents own shares that entitle the shareholder to
inhabit a certain space within aresidential dwelling.

[ 2005, c. 647, §1 (NEW; 2005, c. 647, §5 (AFF) .]

1-B. Cooperative property. "Cooperative property” means the real property, including mobile and
manufactured homes, owned by a cooperative housing corporation for the primary purpose of residentia use.

[ 2005, c. 647, §1 (NEW: 2005, c. 647, 8§85 (AFF) .]

2. Homestead. "Homestead" means any residential property, including cooperative property, in this
State assessed as real property owned by an applicant or held in arevocable living trust for the benefit of the
applicant and occupied by the applicant as the applicant's permanent residence or owned by a cooperative
housing corporation and occupied as a permanent residence by aresident who is a qualifying shareholder. A
"homestead" does not include any real property used solely for commercial purposes.

[ 2005, c. 647, §2 (AMD); 2005, c. 647, 85 (AFF) .]

3. Permanent residence. "Permanent residence" means that place where an individual has atrue, fixed
and permanent home and principal establishment to which the individual, whenever absent, has the intention
of returning. Anindividual may have only one permanent residence at atime and, once a permanent residence
is established, that residence is presumed to continue until circumstances indicate otherwise.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, §3 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH §10 (AFF) .]

4. Permanent resident. "Permanent resident” means an individual who has established a permanent
residence. For purposes of this subchapter, a person on active duty serving in the Armed Forces of the United
States who is permanently stationed at a military or naval post, station or base in this State is deemed to be a
permanent resident. A member of the Armed Forces of the United States stationed in the State who applies
for an exemption shall present certification from the commander of the member's post, station or base or from
the commander's designated agent that the member is permanently stationed at that post, station or base. For
purposes of this subsection, "a person on active duty serving in the Armed Forces of the United States' does
not include a member of the National Guard or the Reserves of the United States Armed Forces.

[ 2009, c. 418, §1 (AVD); 2009, c. 418, §3 (AFF) .]

5. Qualifying shareholder. "Qualifying shareholder" means a person who is a

A. Shareholder in a cooperative housing corporation that owns a homestead in this State; [ 2005, c.
647, 83 (NEW; 2005, c. 647, 85 (AFF).]

B. Shareholder for the preceding 12 months in the cooperative housing corporation specified in
paragraph A; and [ 2005, c. 647, 83 (NEW; 2005, c. 647, 85 (AFF).]
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C. Permanent resident of this State. [ 2005, c. 647, 83 (NEW; 2005, c. 647, 85
(AFF) . ]

[ 2005, c. 647, §3 (NEW; 2005, c. 647, §5 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 643, §HHH3 (NEW. 1997, c. 643, §HHHLO (AFF). 2005, c. 647,
§§1-3 (AMD). 2005, c. 647, §5 (AFF). 2009, c. 418, §1 (AMD). 2009, c.
418, §3 (AFF).

8682. PERMANENT RESIDENCY; FACTUAL DETERMINATION BY ASSESSOR

The assessor shall determine whether an applicant has a permanent residence in this State. In making a
determination as to the intent of an individua to establish a permanent residence in this State, the assessor
may consider thefollowing: [ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt.
HHH, 810 (AFF).]

1. Formal declarations. Formal declarations of the applicant or any other individual;

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 8§83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 8§10 (AFF) .]
2. Informal statements. Informal statements of the applicant or any other individua;

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 8§83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 8§10 (AFF) .]
3. Place of employment. The place of employment of the applicant;

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 8§10 (AFF) .]

4. Previous permanent residence. The previous permanent residence of the applicant and the date the
previous permanent residency was terminated;

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW,; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 810 (AFF) .]
5. Voter registration. The place where the applicant is registered to vote;

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW,; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 810 (AFF) .]

6. Driver'slicense. The place of issuance to the applicant of adriver's license and the address listed on
the license;

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 8§10 (AFF) .]

7. Certificate of motor vehicleregistration. The place of issuance of a certificate of registration of a
motor vehicle owned by the applicant and the address listed on the certificate;

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, §3 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, §10 (AFF) .]
8. Incometax returns. The residence claimed on any income tax return filed by the applicant;

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW,; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 810 (AFF) .]
9. Motor vehicle excisetax. The place of payment of a motor vehicle excise tax by the applicant; or

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 810 (AFF) .]
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10. Military residence. A declaration by the applicant of permanent residence registered with any
branch of the Armed Forces of the United States.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 8§10 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 643, 8SHHH3 (NEW. 1997, c. 643, SHHH1O (AFF).

8683. EXEMPTION OF HOMESTEADS

1. Exemption amount. Except for assessments for special benefits, the just value of $10,000 of the
homestead of a permanent resident of this State who has owned a homestead in this State for the preceding
12 months is exempt from taxation. In determining the local assessed value of the exemption, the assessor
shall multiply the amount of the exemption by the ratio of current just value upon which the assessment is
based as furnished in the assessor's annual return pursuant to section 383. If the title to the homestead is held
by the applicant jointly or in common with others, the exemption may not exceed $10,000 of the just value
of the homestead, but may be apportioned among the owners who reside on the property to the extent of their
respective interests. A municipality responsible for administering the homestead exemption has no obligation
to create separate accounts for each partial interest in a homestead owned jointly or in common.

A. [2005, c. 2, Pt. F, 85 (AFF); 2005, c. 2, Pt. F, 81 (RP).]
B. [2005, c. 2, Pt. F, 85 (AFF); 2005, c. 2, Pt. F, 8§81 (RP).]
C. [2005, c. 2, Pt. F, 85 (AFF): 2005, c. 2, Pt. F, 8§81 (RP).]

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. YYY, §1 (AVD); 2009, c. 652, Pt. A 8§63 (AFF) .]

1-A. Local assessed value of the exemption.
[ 2005, c. 2, Pt. F, 8 (AFF); 2005, c. 2, Pt. F, 8 (RP) .]

1-B. Additional exemption. A homestead eligible for an exemption under subsection 1 is eligible for an
additional exemption of $5,000 of the just value of the homestead for property tax years beginning on April
1, 2016 and of $10,000 of the just value of the homestead for property tax years beginning on or after April 1,
2017.

[ 2015, c. 267, Pt. J, 81 (NEW .]

2. Exemption in addition to other exemptions. The exemption provided in this subchapter isin
addition to the exemptions provided in sections 653 and 654-A.

[ 2013, c. 416, §3 (AVD) .]

3. Effect on state valuation. For property tax years beginning before April 1, 2017, 50% of the just
value of al the homestead exemptions under this subchapter must be included in the annual determination
of state valuation under sections 208 and 305. For property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2017,
62.5% of the just value of al the homestead exemptions under this subchapter must be included in the annual
determination of state valuation under sections 208 and 305.

[ 2015, c. 390, §2 (AMVD) .]

4, Property tax rate. For property tax years beginning before April 1, 2017, 50% of the just value of
all the homestead exemptions under this subchapter must be included in the total municipal valuation used to
determine the municipal tax rate. For property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2017, 62.5% of the just
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value of al the homestead exemptions under this subchapter must be included in the total municipal valuation
used to determine the municipal tax rate. The municipal tax rate as finally determined may be applied to only
the taxable portion of each homestead qualified for that tax year.

[ 2015, c. 390, §2 (AMVD) .]

5. Deter mination of exemption for cooper ative housing corporation. A cooperative housing
corporation may apply for an exemption under this subchapter to be applied against the valuation of property
of the corporation that is occupied by qualifying shareholders. The application must include alist of all
qualifying shareholders and must be updated annually to reflect changes in the ownership and residency
of qualifying shareholders. The exemption is equal to the amounts specified in subsections 1 and 1-B
multiplied by the number of unitsin the cooperative property occupied by qualifying shareholders. A
cooperative housing corporation that receives an exemption pursuant to this section shall apportion the
property tax reduction resulting from the exemption among the qualifying shareholders on a per unit basis.
Any supplemental assessment resulting from disqualification for exemption must be applied in the same
manner against the qualifying shareholders for whom the disqualification applies.

[ 2015, c. 267, Pt. J, 83 (AWD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 643, §HHH3 (NEW. 1997, c. 643, §HHHIO (AFF). 2003, c. 20,
§§BB1,2 (AMD). 2003, c. 20, §BB3 (AFF). 2005, c. 2, §§F1-3 (AWD).
2005, c. 2, §F5 (AFF). 2005, c. 647, §4 (AVD). 2005, c. 647, §5 (AFF).
2009, c. 213, Pt. YYY, §1 (AMD). 2009, c. 213, Pt. YYY, 82 (AFF). 2009,
c. 652, Pt. A 8§63 (AFF). 2013, c. 416, 8§83 (AWD). 2015, c. 267, Pt. J,
§§1-3 (AVD). 2015, c. 390, §2 (AMD).

8684. FORMS; APPLICATION

1. Generally. The bureau shall furnish to the assessor of each municipality a sufficient number of
printed forms to be filed by applicants for an exemption under this subchapter and shall determine the content
of the forms. A municipality shall provide to its inhabitants reasonable notice of the availability of application
forms. Anindividual claiming an exemption under this subchapter for the first time shall file the application
form with the assessor or the assessor's representative. The application must be filed on or before April 1st of
the year on which the taxes are based.

[ 2007, c. 438, §21 (AWD) .]

2. Falsefiling. Anindividual who knowingly gives false information for the purpose of claiming
ahomestead exemption under this subchapter commits a Class E crime. Except for a person on active
duty serving in the Armed Forces of the United States who is permanently stationed at a military or naval
pogt, station or base in the State, an individual who claims to be a permanent resident of this State under
this subchapter who also claims to be a permanent resident of another state for the tax year for which an
application for a homestead exemption is made commits a Class E crime.

[ 2009, c. 418, §2 (AVD); 2009, c. 418, §3 (AFF) .]

3. Continuation of igibility. The assessor shall evaluate annually the ongoing eligibility of property
for which a homestead exemption has been approved under this subchapter. The evaluation must be based
on the status of the property on April 1st of the year on which the homestead exemption is based. The
evaluation must include, but is not limited to, a review of whether the ownership of the property has changed
in any manner that would disqualify the property for an exemption under this subchapter or whether the
owner has ceased to use the property as a homestead. Unless the assessor determines that the property is no
longer entitled to an exemption under this subchapter, the owner is entitled to receive the exemption without
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having to reapply. If the assessor determines that the property is no longer entitled to an exemption under
this subchapter, the assessor shall notify the owner as provided in section 686 that the property is no longer
entitled to an exemption under this subchapter.

[ 2003, c. 13, §1 (AMVD) .]

4. Owner notification. An owner of property receiving an exemption under this subchapter shall notify
the assessor promptly when the ownership or use of the property changes so as to change the qualification of
the property for an exemption under this subchapter.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, §3 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH §10 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1997, c. 643, §HHH3 (NEW. 1997, c. 643, §HHHLO (AFF). 2003, c. 13, §1
(AMD). 2007, c. 438, 8§21 (AMD). 2009, c. 418, 82 (AMD). 2009, c. 418,
83 ( AFF).

8685. DUTY OF ASSESSOR; REIMBURSEMENT BY STATE

1. Examination and identification. The assessor shall examine each application for homestead
exemption that istimely filed with the assessor, determine whether the property is entitled to an exemption
under this subchapter and identify the exemption in the municipal valuation.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, §3 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH §10 (AFF) .]

2. Entitlement to reimbur sement by the State; calculation. A municipality that has approved
homestead exemptions under this subchapter may recover from the State:

A. For property tax years beginning before April 1, 2017, 50% of the taxes lost by reason of the
exemptions under section 683, subsections1 and 1-B; and [ 2015, c¢. 390, 83 (AMD).]

B. For property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2017, 62.5% of the taxes lost by reason of the
exemptions under section 683, subsections1 and 1-B. [ 2015, c¢. 390, 84 (RPR).]

The municipality must provide proof in aform satisfactory to the bureau. The bureau shall reimburse the
Unorganized Territory Education and Services Fund in the same manner for taxes lost by reason of the
exemptions.

[ 2015, c. 390, §83, 4 (AWD) .]

3. Information provided to State; deviationsin assessment ratio. The assessor shall provide by
June 1st, annually, any relevant information requested by the bureau for the purpose of determining the
actual assessment ratio for developed parcelsin use in amunicipality. The certified ratio declared by the
municipality must be considered accurate by the bureau if it is within 10% of the assessment ratio last
determined by the bureau in its annual report of ratio studiesinvolving developed parcels of property. The
assessor may submit additional information on the relevant assessment ratio to the bureau in order to prove
that a different ratio should apply. The bureau may accept a certified ratio that deviates more than 10% from
the last reported developed parcel ratio only if the information submitted by the municipality clearly indicates
that the certified ratio is more accurate than the assessment ratio contained in the bureau's most recent annual
report.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH 83 (NEW,; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 810 (AFF) .]

4. Estimated and final payments by the State. Reimbursement to municipalities must be made in the
following manner.
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A. The bureau shall estimate the amount of reimbursement required under this section for each
municipality and certify 75% of the estimated amount to the Treasurer of State by August 1st, annually.
The Treasurer of State shall pay by August 15th, annually, the amount certified to each municipality
entitled to reimbursement. [ 2009, c¢. 571, Pt. MM 81 (AMD); 2009, c. 571, Pt.
MV 82 (AFF).]

B. A municipality claiming reimbursement under this section shall submit a claim to the bureau by
November 1st of the year in which the exemption applies or within 30 days of commitment of taxes,
whichever occurs later. The bureau shall review the claims and determine the total amount to be paid.
The bureau shall certify and the Treasurer of State shall pay by July 15th of the year following the year
in which the exemption applies the difference between the estimated payment issued and the amount
that the bureau finally determines for the year in which the exemption applies. If the total amount of
reimbursement to which a municipality is entitled is less than the amount received under paragraph A,
the municipality shall repay the excessto the State by December 30th of that year, or the amount may
be offset against the amount of state-municipal revenue sharing due the municipality under Title 30-A,
section 5681. [ 2009, c. 571, Pt. MM 81 (AMD); 2009, c. 571, Pt. MM 82
(AFF) . ]

[ 2009, c. 571, Pt. MM 81 (AVD); 2009, c. 571, Pt. MM 82 (AFF) .]

5. Reimbursement for state mandated costs. The bureau shall reimburse municipalities and the
Unorganized Territory Education and Services Fund for state mandated costs in the manner provided in Title
30-A, section 5685.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, §3 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH §10 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 643, §HHH3 (NEW. 1997, c. 643, §HHHIO (AFF). 2005, c. 2, §F4
(AVMD). 2005, c. 2, §F5 (AFF). 2009, c. 571, Pt. MM 81 (AMD). 20009,
c. 571, Pt. MM §2 (AFF). 2015, c. 267, Pt. J, §4 (AMD). 2015, c. 390,
§83, 4 (AVD).

8686. DENIAL OF HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION; APPEALS

If the assessor determines that a property is not entitled to a homestead exemption under this subchapter,
the assessor shall promptly provide a notice of denial, including the reasons for the denial, to the applicant
by either personal delivery or regular mail. An applicant may appeal adenia of an exemption under this
subchapter using the procedures provided in subchapter VII1I. If the assessor determines that a property
receiving an exemption under this subchapter any year within the 10 preceding years was not digible for the
exemption, the assessor shall immediately notify the bureau in writing. [ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH,
83 (NEW; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 810 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 643, §HHH3 (NEW. 1997, c. 643, §HHHLO (AFF).

8687. SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT

If the assessor notifies the bureau under section 686, or the bureau otherwise determines that a property
improperly received an exemption under this subchapter for any of the 10 years immediately preceding the
determination, the assessor shall supplementally assess the property for which the exemption was improperly
received, plus costs and interest. The supplemental assessment must be assessed and collected pursuant to
section 713-B. The bureau shall deduct the value of the portion of the supplemental assessment that pertains
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to any funds previously reimbursed to the municipality under section 685 from the next reimbursement issued
tothemunicipality. [ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW,; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH,
810 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 643, 8SHHH3 (NEW. 1997, c. 643, SHHH1O (AFF).

8688. EFFECT OF DETERMINATION OF RESIDENCE

A determination of permanent residence made for purposes of this subchapter is not binding on the
bureau with respect to the administration of Part 8 and has no effect on determination of domicile for
purposes of the Maineindividual incometax. [ 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW; 1997,
c. 643, Pt. HHH, 810 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 643, 8SHHH3 (NEW. 1997, c. 643, SHHH1O (AFF).

8689. AUDITS; DETERMINATIONS OF BUREAU

The bureau has the authority to audit the records of a municipality to ensure compliance with this
subchapter. The bureau may independently review the records of a municipality to determine if homestead
exemptions have been properly approved. If the bureau determines that a homestead exemption was
improperly approved, the bureau shall ensure, either by setoff against other payments due the municipality
or otherwise, that the municipality is not reimbursed for the exemption. A municipality that is aggrieved by a
determination of the bureau under this subchapter may appeal pursuant to section 151. [ 1997, c. 643,
Pt. HHH, 83 (NEW,; 1997, c. 643, Pt. HHH, 810 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1997, c. 643, 8SHHH3 (NEW. 1997, c. 643, SHHH1O (AFF).

Subchapter 4-C: BUSINESS EQUIPMENT TAX EXEMPTION
8691. DEFINITIONS; EXEMPTION LIMITATIONS

1. Definitions. Asused in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms
have the following meanings.

A. "Eligible business equipment" means qualified property that, in the absence of this subchapter, would
first be subject to assessment under this Part on or after April 1, 2008. "Eligible business equipment"
includes, without limitation, repair parts, replacement parts, replacement equipment, additions,
accessions and accessories to other qualified business property that first became subject to assessment
under this Part before April 1, 2008 if the part, addition, equipment, accession or accessory would, in
the absence of this subchapter, first be subject to assessment under this Part on or after April 1, 2008.
"Eligible business equipment” also includes inventory parts.

"Eligible business equipment" does not include:

(2) Office furniture, including, without limitation, tables, chairs, desks, bookcases, filing cabinets
and modular office partitions;

(2) Lamps and lighting fixtures used primarily for the purpose of providing general purpose office
or worker lighting;

(3) Property owned or used by an excluded person;
(4) Telecommunications personal property subject to the tax imposed by section 457;
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(5) Gambling machines or devices, including any device, machine, paraphernalia or equipment
that is used or usable in the playing phases of any gambling activity asthat termis defined in
Title 8, section 1001, subsection 15, whether that activity consists of gambling between persons
or gambling by a person involving the playing of a machine. "Gambling machines or devices'
includes, without limitation:

(a) Associated equipment as defined in Title 8, section 1001, subsection 2;

(b) Computer equipment used directly and primarily in the operation of a slot machine as
defined in Title 8, section 1001, subsection 39;

(c) An electronic video machine as defined in Title 17, section 1831, subsection 4;
(d) Equipment used in the playing phases of lottery schemes; and
(e) Repair and replacement parts of a gambling machine or device;

(6) Property located at aretail salesfacility and used primarily in aretail sales activity unlessthe
property is owned by abusiness that operates aretail salesfacility in the State exceeding 100,000
square feet of interior customer selling space that is used primarily for retail sales and whose
Maine-based operations derive less than 30% of their total annual revenue on a calendar year
basis from sales that are made at aretail salesfacility located in the State. For purposes of this
subparagraph, the following terms have the following meanings:

(a) "Primarily" means more than 50% of the time;

(b) "Retail sales activity" means an activity associated with the selection and purchase of
goods or services or the rental of tangible personal property. "Retail sales activity" does not
include production as defined in section 1752, subsection 9-B; and

(c) "Retail salesfacility" means a structure used to serve customers who are physically present
at the facility for the purpose of selecting and purchasing goods or services at retail or for
renting tangible personal property. "Retail sales facility" does not include a separate structure
that is used as awarehouse or call center facility;

(7) Property that is not entitled to an exemption by reason of the additional limitations imposed by
subsection 2; or

(8) Personal property that would otherwise be entitled to exemption under this subchapter used
primarily to support a telecommunications antenna used by a telecommunications business subject
to the tax imposed by section 457. [ 2009, c. 571, Pt. 11, 81 (AMD); 2009, c.
571, Pt. 11, 85 (AFF).]

B. "Excluded person" means:
(1) A public utility as defined in Title 35-A, section 102, subsection 13;
(2) A person that provides radio paging service as defined in Title 35-A, section 102, subsection 15;

(3) A person that provides mobile telecommunications services as defined in Title 35-A, section
102, subsection 9-A;

(4) A cabletelevision company as defined in Title 30-A, section 2001, subsection 2;
(5) A person that provides satellite-based direct television broadcast services; or

(6) A person that provides multichannel, multipoint television distribution services. [ 2005, c.
623, 81 (NEW.]

C. "Exempt business equipment” means eligible business equipment that is exempt under this
subchapter. [ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

Generated L . o | 153
12.22.2016 8691. Definitions; exemption limitations



MRS Title 36: TAXATION

Chapter 105: CITIES AND TOWNS

D. "Inventory parts' includes repair parts, replacement parts, replacement equipment, additions,
accessions and accessories on hand but not in service and stocks or inventories of repair parts,
replacement parts, replacement equipment, additions, accessions and accessories on hand but not in
service and other machinery and equipment on hand for future use but not in service if acquired after
April 1, 2007, regardless of when placed in service. [ 2005, c¢. 623, 81 (NEW.]

E. "Municipal tax increment percentage” means, with respect to tax increment financing districts, the
specified percentage of captured assessed value retained as provided in Title 30-A, section 5227 and
allocated to the municipality for the municipality's own authorized project costs as provided in Title 30-
A, section 5225. With respect to tax increment financing districts authorized pursuant to Title 30-A,
former chapter 207, "municipal tax increment percentage” means the specified percentage of captured
assessed value retained as provided in Title 30-A, former section 5254, subsection 1 and allocated to
the municipality for the municipality's own authorized project costs as provided in Title 30-A, former
section 5252, subsection 8. [ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

F. "Qualified property" means tangible personal property that:

(1) Isused or held for use exclusively for a business purpose by the person in possession of it or,
in the case of construction in progress or inventory parts, isintended to be used exclusively for a
business purpose by the person who will possess that property; and

(2) Either:

(a) Was subject to an allowance for depreciation under the Code on April 1st of the property
tax year for which a claim for exemption under this subchapter isfiled or would have been
subject to an allowance for depreciation under the Code as of that date but for the fact that the
property has been fully depreciated; or

(b) In the case of construction in progress or inventory parts, would be subject under the Code
to an allowance for depreciation when placed in service or would have been subject to an
allowance for depreciation under the Code as of that date but for the fact that the property has
been fully depreciated.

"Qualified property” also includes all property that is affixed or attached to a building or other real estate
if the property is used primarily to further a particular trade or business activity taking place in that
building or on that real estate.

"Qualified property" does not include a building or components or attachmentsto a building if they are
used primarily to serve the building as a building, regardless of the particular trade or activity taking
place in or on the building. "Qualified property" also does not include land improvements if they are
used primarily to further the use of the land as land, regardless of the particular trade or business activity
taking place in or on the land. In the case of construction in progress or inventory parts, the term "used"
means "intended to be used." "Qualified property" also does not include any vehicle registered for on-
road use on which atax assessed pursuant to chapter 111 has been paid or any watercraft registered for
use on state waters on which atax assessed pursuant to chapter 112 hasbeen paid. [ 2005, c. 623,

81 (NEW.]
G. "TIF exempt business equipment” means exempt business equipment that is located within a tax
increment financing district. [ 2005, c¢. 623, 81 (NEW.]

[ 2009, c. 571, Pt. Il, §1 (AVD); 2009, c. 571, Pt. II, 85 (AFF) .]

2. Additional limitations. The exemptions provided pursuant to this subchapter are limited pursuant to
this subsection.

A. Exemption for certain energy facilities under this subchapter islimited as follows.
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(1) The exemption provided by this subchapter does not apply to a natural gas pipeline,

including pumping or compression stations, storage depots and appurtenant facilities used in the
transportation, delivery or sale of natural gas, but not including a pipeline that is less than amilein
length and is owned by a consumer of natural gas delivered through the pipeline.

(2) The exemption provided in this subchapter does not apply to property used to produce or
transmit energy primarily for sale. Energy is primarily for sale if during the immediately preceding
property tax year 2/3 or more of the useful energy isdirectly or indirectly sold and transmitted
through the facilities of atransmission and distribution utility.

(3) For purposes of this paragraph, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have
the following meanings.

(@) "Transmission and distribution utility" has the same meaning asin Title 35-A, section 102,
subsection 20-B.

(b) "Useful energy" is energy in any form that does not include waste heat, efficiency losses,
line losses or other energy dissipation. [ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

B. Pollution control facilities that are entitled to exemption pursuant to section 656, subsection 1,
paragraph E are not entitled to an exemption under this subchapter, except if:

(1) The property is entitled to an exemption under section 656, subsection 1, paragraph E but has
not yet been certified for exemption under that paragraph;

(2) The property has been placed in service after the December 1st immediately preceding April 1st
of the tax year for which the exemption is sought but prior to April 1st of the property tax year for
which the exemption is sought; and

(3) The taxpayer has submitted the required application for certification to the Commissioner of
Environmental Protection prior to April 1st.

The exemption under this subchapter continues for property that meets the requirements of
subparagraphs (1), (2) and (3) only until the certification for exemption under section 656, subsection
1, paragraph E has been granted. If the State Tax Assessor or an assessor denies an exemption on the
ground that the property in question is entitled to exemption under section 656, subsection 1, paragraph
E and the taxpayer appeals the denial, the State Tax Assessor or assessor shall, at the taxpayer's request,
allow the taxpayer up to one year to obtain a statement from the Commissioner of Environmental
Protection that the property at issue is not exempt under section 656, subsection 1, paragraph E. If

the taxpayer timely produces such a statement or otherwise demonstrates that the property is not
exempt under section 656, subsection 1, paragraph E, the State Tax Assessor or an assessor shall allow
the exemption under this subchapter, but only for the year in question. [ 2005, c¢. 623, 8§81

(NEW . ]
[ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW. 2007, c. 437, §8 (AMD). 2009, c. 487, Pt. B,
§14 (AMD). 2009, c. 571, Pt. II, §1 (AMD). 2009, c. 571, Pt. II, §5
( AFF) .

8692. EXEMPTION OF BUSINESS EQUIPMENT

1. Eligible business equipment exempt. Eligible business equipment is exempt from all taxation under
this Part, except chapters 111 and 112.

[ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW .]
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2. Just value of exemption. In determining the just value of exempt business equipment, the assessor
shall determine the just value of the property in the same manner as prescribed in section 701-A asif the
property were subject to taxation.

[ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW .]

3. Effect on state valuation. The exemption has the following effect on state valuation.

A. Except as provided in paragraph B, the percentage of just value of exempt business equipment to be
included in the annual determination of state valuation under sections 208 and 305 for tax year 2008 and
subsequent tax yearsis as follows:

(1) The applicable percentage specified in section 694, subsection 2, paragraph A for exempt
business equipment for which the municipality receives reimbursement under section 694,
subsection 2, paragraph A;

(2) The applicable percentage cal culated under section 694, subsection 2, paragraph B for exempt
business equipment for which the municipality receives reimbursement under section 694,
subsection 2, paragraph B; and

(3) Zero for exempt business equipment for which the municipality receives reimbursement under
section 694, subsection 2, paragraph C. [ 2007, c. 438, 8§22 (AMD).]

B. In the case of a municipality that has one or more tax increment financing districts authorized
pursuant to Title 30-A, chapter 206, subchapter 1 and effective under Title 30-A, section 5226,
subsection 3 prior to April 1, 2008 or authorized pursuant to Title 30-A, former chapter 207 and effective
under Title 30-A, former section 5253, subsection 1, paragraph F prior to April 1, 2008, for the 2008

tax year and subsequent tax years, the percentage of just value of TIF exempt business equipment

located in such atax increment financing district that must be included in the annual determination of
state valuation pursuant to paragraph A, subparagraph (1) or (2) is decreased, but not below zero, by

a percentage amount equal to the municipal tax increment percentage for the tax increment financing
district in which the TIF exempt business equipment islocated. [ 2007, c. 438, 8§23 (AMD). ]

[ 2007, c. 438, §§22, 23 (AMVD) .]

4. Property tax rate. The following percentages of the value of exempt business equipment must be
included in the total municipal valuation used to determine the municipal tax rate for 2008 and subsequent tax
years:

A. The applicable percentage specified in section 694, subsection 2, paragraph A for exempt business
equipment for which the municipality is entitled to receive reimbursement under section 694, subsection
2, paragraph A; [ 2005, c¢. 623, 81 (NEW.]

B. The applicable percentage calculated under section 694, subsection 2, paragraph B for exempt
business equipment for which the municipality receives reimbursement under section 694, subsection 2,
paragraph B; and [ 2005, c¢. 623, 81 (NEW.]

C. The applicable percentage cal culated under section 694, subsection 2, paragraph C for exempt
business equipment for which the municipality receives reimbursement under section 694, subsection 2,
paragraph C. [ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

For purposes of this subsection, the value of exempt business equipment must be adjusted by the percentage
of just value upon which the assessment of the total value of all assessed property in the municipality is based,
as certified pursuant to section 383.

[ 2007, c. 627, §24 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
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2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW. 2007, c. 438, §8§22, 23 (AMD). 2007, c. 627, §24
(AND) .

8693. FORMS; REPORTING

1. Reporting. On or before May 1st of each year, ataxpayer claiming an exemption under this section
shall file areport with the assessor of the taxing jurisdiction in which the property would otherwise be subject
to taxation on April 1st of that year. The report must identify the property for which exemption is claimed that
would otherwise be subject to taxation on April 1st of that year and must be made on aform prescribed by
the State Tax Assessor or substitute form approved by the State Tax Assessor. The State Tax Assessor shall
furnish copies of the form to each municipality in the State and the form must be made avail able to taxpayers
prior to April 1st annually. The assessor of the taxing jurisdiction may require the taxpayer to sign the form
and make oath to itstruth. If the report is not filed by April 1st, the filing deadline is automatically extended
to May 1st without the need for the taxpayer to request or the assessor to grant that extension. Upon written
reguest, the assessor may at any time grant further extensions of time to file the report. If ataxpayer failsto
file the report in atimely manner, including any extensions of time, the taxpayer may not obtain an exemption
for that property under this subchapter for that tax year. The assessor of the taxing jurisdiction may require
in writing that a taxpayer answer in writing al reasonable inquiries as to the property for which exemption
isrequested. A taxpayer has 30 days from receipt of such an inquiry to respond. Upon written request, a
taxpayer is entitled to a 30-day extension to respond to the inquiry and the assessor may at any time grant
additional extensions upon written request. The answer to any such inquiry is not binding on the assessor.

All notices and requests provided pursuant to this subsection must be made by personal delivery or certified
mail and must conspicuously state the consequences of the taxpayer's failure to respond to the notice or
reguest in atimely manner.

If an exemption has already been accepted and the State Tax Assessor subsequently determines that the
property is not entitled to exemption, a supplemental assessment must be made within 3 years of the original
assessment date with respect to the property in compliance with section 713, without regard to the limitations
contained in that section regarding the justification necessary for a supplemental assessment.

[ 2013, c. 544, §1 (AVD); 2013, c. 544, §7 (AFF) .]

2. Falsefiling. Anindividua who knowingly gives false information for the purpose of claiming an
exemption under this subchapter commits a Class E crime.

[ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW .]

3. Continuation of eligibility. A person must annualy file the report required by this section for all
eligible business equipment, even though there may be no substantive change in the property from one year to
the next.

[ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW .]
4. Information confidential.

[ 2013, c. 544, §7 (AFF); 2013, c. 544, §2 (RP) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW. 2007, c. 435 §1 (AMD). 2007, c. 437, §9 (AWD).
2007, c. 695, Pt. A 8§43 (AVD). 2013, c. 368, Pt. O §87, 8 (AWD).
2013, c. 368, Pt. O 8§12 (AFF). 2013, c. 385, 8§82, 3 (AFF). 2013, c.
544, §81, 2 (AWMD). 2013, c. 544, §7 (AFF).
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§694. DUTY OF ASSESSOR; REIMBURSEMENT BY STATE

1. Examination and identification. The assessor shall examine each report pursuant to section 693 that
istimely filed, determine whether the property identified in the report is entitled to an exemption under this
subchapter and determine the just value of the property.

[ 2013, c. 544, §3 (AMD); 2013, c. 544, 8§7 (AFF) .]

2. Entitlement to reimbur sement by State; calculation. Reimbursement is calculated as follows.

A. Notwithstanding section 661, upon proof in aform satisfactory to the bureau, unless a municipality
chooses reimbursement under paragraph B, a municipality that has accepted a valid exemption under this
subchapter is entitled to recover from the State the applicable percentage of property tax revenue lost by
reason of the exemption. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the applicable percentageis:

(1) For property tax years beginning April 1, 2008, 100%;
(2) For property tax years beginning April 1, 2009, 90%;

(3) For property tax years beginning April 1, 2010, 80%;

(4) For property tax years beginning April 1, 2011, 70%;

(5) For property tax years beginning April 1, 2012, 60%; and

(6) For property tax years beginning April 1, 2013 and for subsequent tax years, 50%. [ 2005,
c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

B. In the case of a municipality that chooses reimbursement under this paragraph in which the personal
property factor exceeds 5%, the applicable percentage for exempt business equipment is 50% plus an
amount equal to 1/2 of the personal property factor. For purposes of this paragraph, "personal property
factor" means the percentage derived from a fraction, the numerator of which is the value of business
personal property in the municipality, whether taxable or exempt, and the denominator of whichis

the value of all taxable property in the municipality plus the value of exempt business equipment. For
purposes of this paragraph, the taxable value of exempt business equipment is the value that would have
been assessed on that equipment if it weretaxable. [ 2013, c. 544, 84 (AMD); 2013, c.
544, 87 (AFF).]

C. In the case of amunicipality that has one or more tax increment financing districts authorized
pursuant to Title 30-A, chapter 206, subchapter 1 and effective under Title 30-A, section 5226,
subsection 3 prior to April 1, 2008 or authorized pursuant to Title 30-A, former chapter 207 and effective
under Title 30-A, former section 5253, subsection 1, paragraph F, prior to April 1, 2008, the applicable
percentage with respect to TIF exempt business equipment is 50% plus a percentage amount equal to

the percentage amount, if any, by which the municipal tax increment percentage for the tax increment
financing district in which the TIF exempt business equipment is located exceeds 50%. This paragraph
applies only when it will result in agreater percentage of reimbursement for the TIF exempt business
equipment than would be provided under the greater of paragraph A or B. [ 2007, c. 627, 826
(AND) . ]

[ 2013, c. 544, §4 (AVD); 2013, c. 544, §7 (AFF) .]

3. Reimbursement to unorganized territory education and services. The bureau shall calculate the
reimbursement to the Unorganized Territory Education and Services Fund for property tax revenue lost by
reason of the exemption in the same manner as it does for municipalities and at the same percentages as are
applicable to municipalities.

[ 2007, c. 627, §27 (AVD) .]

4. Information provided to State; deviationsin assessment ratio.
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[ 2007, c. 627, §28 (RP) .]

5. Payments by State. Reimbursements to municipalities must be made as described in this subsection.
A municipality claiming reimbursement under this section shall submit a claim to the bureau by November
1st of the year in which the exemption applies or within 30 days of commitment of taxes, whichever occurs
later. The bureau shall review the claims and determine the total amount to be paid. The bureau shall certify
and the Treasurer of State shall pay by December 15th of the year in which the exemption applies the amount
that the bureau determines for that tax year. Municipal claimsthat are timely filed after November 1st must be
paid as soon as reasonably possible after the December 15th payment date.

[ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW. 2007, c. 438, §§24, 25 (AMD). 2007, c. 627,

§§25-28 (AMD). 2013, c. 368, Pt. O §§9, 10 (AMD). 2013, c. 368, Pt.
O §12 (AFF). 2013, c. 385, 8§82, 3 (AFF). 2013, c. 544, §§3, 4 (AWD).
2013, c. 544, §7 (AFF).

8695. DENIAL OF EXEMPTION; APPEALS

If the assessor determines that a property is not entitled to an exemption under this subchapter, the
assessor shall provide awritten notice of denial prior to the tax commitment date in that municipality,
including the reasons for the denial, to the applicant by either personal delivery or certified mail. An applicant
may contest adenial by the assessor of an exemption under this subchapter either by using the procedures
provided in subchapter 8 or by pursuing such other actions or proceedings by which other property tax
exemptions under this chapter may be reviewed or adjudicated. If the assessor determines that a property
receiving an exemption under this subchapter in any year within the 3 preceding years was not eligible for the
exemption, the assessor shall immediately notify the bureau in writing. [ 2005, c¢. 623, 81 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.

8696. SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT

If the assessor makes a determination under section 695 that property receiving an exemption under
this subchapter was not entitled to an exemption under this subchapter, the assessor shall by means of a
supplemental assessment assess the property for which the exemption was improperly received, plus costs
and interest. The taxpayer may contest a supplemental assessment under this subchapter either by using the
procedures provided in subchapter 8 or by pursuing such other actions or proceedings by which other property
tax exemptions under this chapter may be reviewed or adjudicated. The supplemental assessment must be
assessed and collected pursuant to section 713. The bureau shall deduct the amount of the portion of the
supplemental assessment that pertains to any funds previously reimbursed to the municipality under section
694 from the next reimbursement issued to the municipality. [ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.

8697. AUDITS; DETERMINATION OF BUREAU

The bureau may audit the records of a municipality to ensure compliance with this subchapter. The
bureau may independently review the records of a municipality to determine if exemptions have been
properly approved. If the bureau determines that an exemption was improperly approved for any of the 3
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yearsimmediately preceding the determination, the bureau shall ensure, by setoff against other payments
due the municipality under this subchapter or subchapter 4-B, that the municipality is not reimbursed for the
exemption. [ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.

8§698. APPEALS

The bureau shall send notice of its determination that an exemption was improperly or erroneously
approved by the municipality to the taxpayer, in the manner provided for in section 151. The taxpayer may
seek reconsideration pursuant to section 151 of any such decision. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, if ataxpayer does not timely request reconsideration of the bureau's decision under section 151,
the local taxing jurisdiction must issue a supplemental assessment with respect to such property within 90
days after the bureau's determination. The taxpayer may not appeal that supplemental assessment except
asto issues unrelated to the applicability of the exemption. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if
ataxpayer appeals a decision of the bureau to disqualify an exemption and does not prevail in that appeal,
the local taxing jurisdiction must issue a supplemental assessment with respect to the property at issue
within 90 days after the appeal has been resolved in the bureau's favor. The taxpayer may not appeal that
supplemental assessment except as to issues unrelated to the applicability of the exemption. Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, if ataxpayer appeals a decision of the bureau that an exemption was improperly
or erroneously approved and the taxpayer prevailsin that appeal, the bureau shall promptly restore any
reimbursement to the municipality that was not made or was set off or otherwise denied the municipality
under section 697. [ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.

8699. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS; INTENT

1. Findings. The Legislature finds that encouragement of the growth of capital investment in this
State isin the public interest and promotes the general welfare of the people of the State. The Legidlature
further finds that the high cost of owning qualified business property in this State is a disincentive to the
growth of capital investment in this State. The Legislature further finds that the tax exemption set forth in this
subchapter is areasonable means of overcoming this disincentive and will encourage capital investment in
this State.

[ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW .]

2. Intent. Itistheintent of the Legidature to fund fully transfers to the Disproportionate Tax Burden
Fund under section 700-A, subsection 1 and reimbursements under the business equipment tax reimbursement
program under section 6652, subsection 4, paragraph B.

[ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW.

§700. REIMBURSEMENT FOR STATE-MANDATED COSTS

The bureau shall reimburse municipalities and the Unorganized Territory Education and Services Fund
for state-mandated costs in the manner provided in Title 30-A, section 5685. [ 2005, c. 623, §1

(NEW . ]
SECTI ON HI STORY
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2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW.

§700-A. ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL COMPENSATION

1. Transfersto Disproportionate Tax Burden Fund. Pursuant to section 699, subsection 2 and in
order to provide additional compensation to municipalities affected by property tax exemptions provided
under this subchapter, the Treasurer of State shall make the following transfers as provided in section 700-B
to the Disproportionate Tax Burden Fund established in Title 30-A, section 5681, subsection 3:

A. Infiscal year 2009-10, $2,000,000; [ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW.]

B. Infiscal year 2010-11, $2,500,000; [ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW.]

C. Infiscal year 2011-12, $3,000,000; [ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW.]

D. Infiscal year 2012-13, $3,500,000; and [ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

E. Infiscal year 2013-14 and subsequent fiscal years, $4,000,000. [ 2005, c. 623, 81 (NEW.]

[ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW.

§700-B. ADJUSTMENTS TO REVENUE

1. Certification. By June 30, 2009 and each subsequent year, the State Tax Assessor shall certify to the
State Controller amounts certified to the Treasurer of State as reimbursements to be paid to municipalities
during the fiscal year under section 694, subsection 5. The Treasurer of State shall certify to the State
Controller payments due under section 700-A.

[ 2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW .]

2. Transfer. The State Controller shall transfer amounts certified under subsection 1 to the Business
Equipment Tax Reimbursement reserve account established, maintained and administered by the State
Controller from General Fund undedicated revenue. The assessor and the Treasurer of State shall pay amounts
reguired under section 694, subsection 5 and section 700-A.

[ 2009, c. 213, Pt. S, §10 (AMD); 2009, c. 213, Pt. S, 8§16 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 623, §1 (NEW. 2009, c. 213, Pt. S, 8§10 (AVD). 2009, c. 213,
Pt. S, 8§16 (AFF).

Subchapter 5: POWERS AND DUTIES OF ASSESSORS

§701. RULES FOR ASSESSMENT

In the assessment of all taxes, assessors shall govern themselves by this chapter and, when applicable,
chapter 102 and shall obey all warrants received by them whilein office. [ 1973, c¢. 620, 814
(AMVD) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §14 (AVD).
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§701-A. JUST VALUE DEFINED

In the assessment of property, assessors in determining just value are to define this term in a manner
that recognizes only that value arising from presently possible land use alternatives to which the particular
parcel of land being valued may be put. In determining just value, assessors must consider all relevant factors,
including without limitation the effect upon value of any enforceable restrictions to which the use of the land
may be subjected including the effect on value of designation of land as significant wildlife habitat under Title
38, section 480-BB, current use, physical depreciation, salesin the secondary market, functional obsolescence
and economic obsolescence. Restrictions include but are not limited to zoning restrictions limiting the use of
land, subdivision restrictions and any recorded contractual provisions limiting the use of lands. The just value
of land is determined to arise from and is attributable to legally permissible use or usesonly. [ 2007, c.
389, 81 (AMD).]

For the purpose of establishing the valuation of unimproved acreage in excess of an improved house
lot, contiguous parcels and parcels divided by road, powerline or right-of-way may be valued as one parcel
when: each parcel is5 or more acres; the owner gives written consent to the assessor to value the parcels as
one parcel; and the owner certifies that the parcels are not held for sale and are not subdivision lots. [ 1993,
c. 317, 81 (NEW,; 1993, c. 317, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 246, (NEW. 1985, c. 764, §13 (AVD). 1993, c. 317, §1 (AMD).
1993, c. 317, §2 (AFF). 1999, c. 478, §2 (AVD). 2007, c. 389, §1 (AMD).

§702. ASSESSORS' LIABILITY

Assessors of municipalities and primary ng areas are not responsible for the assessment of any
tax which they are by law required to assess; but the liability shall rest solely with the municipality for whose
benefit the tax was assessed, and the assessors shall be responsible only for their own personal faithfulness
and integrity. [ 1973, c. 620, 8§14 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §14 (AVD).

§703. SELECTMEN TO ACT AS ASSESSORS

If any municipality does not choose assessors and is not a part of a primary assessing area, the selectmen
are the assessors, and each of them must be sworn as an assessor. A selectman who is an assessor pursuant to
this paragraph may resign the position of assessor without resigning the office of selectman. The position of
assessor must then be filled by appointment pursuant to Title 30-A, section 2602, subsection 2. [ 1991, c.
270, 84 (AVD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §14 (AMD). 1991, c. 270, §4 (AWD).

§704. DELINQUENT ASSESSORS; VIOLATION

Any assessor who refuses to assess a state, county or municipal tax as required by law, or shall
knowingly omit or fail to perform any duty imposed upon him by law, commits a civil violation for which a
forfeiture not to exceed $100 may be adjudged. [ 1977, c. 696, 8267 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 696, 8267 (RPR).
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§705. COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MAY APPOINT ASSESSORS; PROCEDURE

If for 3 months after any warrant for a state or county tax has been issued, a municipality which is not
part of aprimary assessing area or is not a primary assessing area has neglected to choose assessors, or the
assessors chosen have neglected to assess and certify such tax, the Treasurer of State or of the county may so
notify the county commissioners. [ 1973, c. 620, 8§15 (AMD).]

On receipt of such notification the county commissioners shall appoint 3 or more suitable personsin
the county to be assessors for such municipality. New warrants shall be issued to such assessors, which said
warrants shall supersede the state and county warrants originally issued to the assessors of the delinquent
municipality.

Assessors appointed under this section shall be duly sworn; shall be subject to the same duties and
penalties as other assessors; and shall assess upon the polls and estates of the municipality its due proportion
of state and county taxes, and such reasonable charges for time and expense in making the assessment as the
county commissioners may approve, which said charges shall be paid from the county treasury.

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §15 (AWD).

§706. TAXPAYERS TO LIST PROPERTY, NOTICE, PENALTY, VERIFICATION

Before making an assessment, the assessor or assessors, the chief assessor of a primary assessing area
or the State Tax Assessor in the case of the unorganized territory may give seasonable notice in writing to all
persons liable to taxation or qualifying for exemption pursuant to subchapter 4-C in the municipality, primary
assessing area or the unorganized territory to furnish to the assessor or assessors, chief assessor or State Tax
Assessor true and perfect lists of al their estates of which they were possessed on the first day of April of the
sameyear. [ 2013, c. 544, 85 (AMD); 2013, c. 544, 87 (AFF).]

The notice to owners may be by mail directed to the last known address of the taxpayer or by any other
method that provides reasonable notice to the taxpayer. [ 1977, c¢. 509, 813 (RPR).]

If notice is given by mail and the taxpayer does not furnish the list, the taxpayer is barred of the right
to make application to the assessor or assessors, chief assessor or State Tax Assessor or any appeal from
an application for any abatement of those taxes, unless the taxpayer furnishes the list with the application
and satisfies the assessing authority or authority to whom an appeal is made that the taxpayer was unable
tofurnish thelist at thetime appointed. [ 2013, c. 544, 85 (AMD); 2013, c. 544, 8§87
(AFF) . ]

The assessor or assessors, chief assessor or State Tax Assessor may require the person furnishing the
list to make oath to its truth, which oath any of them may administer. [ 2013, c. 544, 85 (AMD);
2013, c. 544, 87 (AFF).]

The assessor or assessors, chief assessor or State Tax Assessor may require the taxpayer to answer
inwriting all proper inquiries as to the nature, situation and value of the taxpayer's property liable to be
taxed in the State or subject to exemption pursuant to subchapter 4-C. As may be reasonably necessary to
ascertain the value of property according to the income approach to value pursuant to the requirements of
section 208-A or generally accepted assessing practices, these inquiries may seek information about income
and expenses, manufacturing or operational efficiencies, manufactured or generated sales price trends or
other related information. A taxpayer has 30 days from receipt of such an inquiry to respond. Upon written
reguest, ataxpayer is entitled to a 30-day extension to respond to the inquiry and the assessor may at any
time grant additional extensions upon written request. Information provided by the taxpayer in response to
an inquiry that is proprietary information, and clearly labeled by the taxpayer as proprietary and confidential
information, is confidential and is exempt from the provisions of Title 1, chapter 13. An assessor of the taxing
jurisdiction may not allow the inspection of or otherwise release such proprietary information to anyone
other than the State Tax Assessor, who shall treat such proprietary information as subject to section 191,
subsection 1, except that the exemption provided in section 191, subsection 2, paragraph | does not apply to
such proprietary information. As used in this subsection, "proprietary information" means information that
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isatrade secret or production, commercial or financial information the disclosure of which would impair
the competitive position of the person submitting the information and would make available information not
otherwise publicly available and information protected from disclosure by federal or state law or regulations.
A person who knowingly violates the confidentiality provisions of this paragraph commits a Class E crime.
[2013, c. 544, 85 (NEW; 2013, c. 544, 87 (AFF).]

A taxpayer's refusal or neglect to answer inquiries bars an appeal, but the answers are not conclusive
upon the assessor or assessors, chief assessor or State Tax Assessor. [ 2013, c¢. 544, 85 (NEW;
2013, c. 544, 87 (AFF).]

If the assessor or assessors, chief assessor or State Tax Assessor fail to give notice by mail, the taxpayer
isnot barred of the right to make application for abatement; however, upon demand the taxpayer shall answer
inwriting all proper inquiries as to the nature, situation and value of the taxpayer's property liable to be taxed
in the State. A taxpayer'srefusal or neglect to answer the inquiries and subscribe the same bars an appeal,
but the list and answers are not conclusive upon the assessor or assessors, chief assessor or the State Tax
Assessor. [ 2013, c. 544, 85 (AMD); 2013, c. 544, 87 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 579, §83-5 (AMD). 1973, c. 536, 8§23 (AMD). 1973, c. 620, §16
(AVMD). 1973, c. 695, §12 (RPR). 1975, c. 623, 8§54 (AVD). 1977, c. 509,
§13 (RPR). 1981, c. 30, §81,2 (AMD). 2013, c. 544, 8§85 (AMD). 2013, c.
544, §7 (AFF).

§707. EXEMPT PROPERTY; INVENTORY REQUIRED

Assessors shall include in their inventory, but not in the tax list, every 5 years beginning in 1963:
1. Neat cattle.

[ 1981, c. 706, §10 (RP) .]

2. Property of veterans. The value of the real property of veterans, their widows, widowers and minor
children not taxed;

[ 2005, c. 218, §9 (AMVD) .]

3. Houses of religious wor ship. The value of the real estate of all houses of religious worship and
parsonages not taxed;

4. Property of benevolent and charitableinstitutions. The value of al real property of benevolent and
charitable institutions not taxed;

5. Property of literary institutions. The value of all real property of literary and scientific institutions
not taxed;

6. Property of governmental units. The value of the real property of the United States, the State of
Maine and any public municipal corporation;

7. Other property. Thevaue of all other real property not taxed.

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 706, §10 (AVD). 2005, c. 218, §9 (AVD).
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§708. ASSESSORS TO VALUE REAL ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY

The assessors and the chief assessor of a primary assessing area shall ascertain as nearly as may be the
nature, amount and value as of the first day of each April of the real estate and personal property subject to be
taxed, and shall estimate and record separately the land value, exclusive of buildings, of each parcel of real
estate. [ 1973, c. 620, 817 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§17 (AWD).

8708-A. CERTIFICATION OF VALUATION LISTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §18 (NEW. 1987, c. 497, §13 (RP).

§709. ASSESSMENT AND COMMITMENT

The assessors shall assess upon the estates in their municipality al municipal taxes and their due
proportion of any state or county tax payable during the municipal year for which municipal taxes are being
raised, make perfect lists thereof and commit the same, when completed and signed by a majority of them,
to the tax collector of their municipality, if any, otherwise to the sheriff of the county or his deputy, with a
warrant under their hands, in the form prescribed by section 753. [ 1975, c¢. 651, 87 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 433, §97 (AWMD). 1971, c. 46, §1 (AMD). 1973, c. 66, §9 (AVD).
1975, c. 651, §7 (AMD).

§709-A. PRIMARY ASSESSING AREAS; ASSESSMENT AND COMMITMENT

The municipal officers after receipt of the valuation lists from the primary assessing areas shall assess
upon the estates in their municipality all municipal taxes and their due proportion of any state or county tax,
make perfect lists thereof and commit the same, when completed and signed by a mgjority of them, to the
tax collector of their municipality, if any, otherwise to the sheriff of the county or his deputy, with awarrant
under their hands in the form prescribed by section 753. [ 1973, c¢. 788, 8§184 (AMD).]

The municipa officers may delegate the preparation of such lists to any municipal employee,
appropriately designated in writing, or may contract with the primary assessing area for the preparation of
suchlists. [ 1973, c. 620, 8§19 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §19 (NEW. 1973, c. 788, §184 (AMD).

8709-B. EXTENSION OF COMMITMENT TIME LIMIT FOR 1977
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 48, §5 (NEW. 1977, c. 625, §10 (RP).
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§710. OVERLAY

The assessors or, in primary assessing areas, the municipal officers may assess on the estates such
sum above the sum necessary for them to assess, not exceeding 5% thereof as afractional division renders
convenient, and certify that fact to their municipal treasurer. [ 1973, c¢. 695, 813 (AMD). ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 66, 89 (AMD). 1973, c. 620, §20 (AWMD). 1973, c. 695, 8§13
( AVD) .

§711. ASSESSMENT RECORD

The assessors or, in primary assessing areas, the municipal officers shall make arecord of their
assessment and of the invoice and valuation from which it was made. Before the taxes are committed to the
officer for collection, they shall deposit such record, or acopy of it, in the assessor's office, or, in the case of
aprimary assessing area, with the municipal clerk, there to remain. Any place where the assessors usually
meet to transact business and keep their papers or books is considered their office. An assessor, the municipal
officers or any other municipal official with custodial authority over the assessing records shall make the
entire assessing record related to any taxable property within the municipality available to the owner of that
property upon request in atimely manner. [ 2005, c. 187, 81 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §20 (AWD). 1973, c. 695, §14 (AVD). 1977, c. 509, §814,15
(AVD). 2005, c. 187, §1 (AVD).

§712. CERTIFICATE OF ASSESSMENT

When the assessors or, in primary assessing areas, the municipal officers have assessed any tax and
committed it to the tax collector, they shall return to the appropriate treasurer a certificate thereof with the
name of such officer. [ 1973, c. 695, 814 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §20 (AVD). 1973, c. 695, §14 (AVD).

§713. SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENTS

Supplemental assessments may be made within 3 years from the last assessment date whenever it is
determined that any estates liable to taxation have been omitted from assessment or any tax on estatesis
invalid or void by reason of illegality, error or irregularity in assessment. A supplemental assessment may be
made during the municipal year whenever, through error or inadvertance, the assessors have omitted from
their assessment or commitment taxes duly raised by the municipality or its proportion of any state or county
tax payable during the municipal year. In municipalities not a part of a primary assessing area, the assessors
for the time being may, by a supplement to the invoice and valuation and the list of assessments, assess such
estates for their due proportion of such tax, according to the principles on which the previous assessment was
made. In primary assessing areas, the chief assessor may, by a supplement to the valuation list, certify the
valuation of such estates to the municipal officers who shall assess such estates according to the principles
upon which the previous assessment wasmade. [ 1979, c. 31, (AMD).]

Such supplemental assessments shall be committed to the collector for the time being with a certificate
as provided in sections 709 and 709-A stating that they were invalid or void or omitted and that the powers
in the previous warrant, naming the date of it, are extended thereto. The tax collector has the same power,
and is under the same obligation to collect them, asif they had been contained in the original list. Interest
shall accrue on al unpaid balances of any supplemental tax, beginning on the 60th day after the date of
commitment of the supplemental tax to the collector or the date interest accrues for delinquent taxes under

| 166 Generated
8711. Assessment record 12.22.2016



MRS Title 36: TAXATION

Chapter 105: CITIESAND TOWNS

the original commitment, whichever occurs later. The rate of interest shall be the same as specified by the
municipality for the current tax year, in accordance with section 505, subsection4. [ 1979, c. 612,
(AND) . ]

All assessments shall be valid, notwithstanding that by such supplemental assessment the whole amount
exceeds the sum to be assessed by more than 5%.
Thelien on real estate created by section 552 may be enforced as provided in section 948.

Persons subjected to atax under this section shall be deemed to have received sufficient notice if the
notice required by section 706 was given.

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 66, §10 (AMD). 1973, c. 620, §20 (AMD). 1973, c. 695, §15
(AVMD). 1979, c. 31, (AMD). 1979, c. 612, (AMD).

§713-A. CERTAIN SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENTS

Notwithstanding section 713, when a municipality has foreclosed on a parcel of real estate and the owner
recovers the real estate because of errorsin the lien and foreclosure process, supplemental assessments may
be made for any year back to the year of the foreclosure which is determined to be erroneous. [ 1987, c.

289, (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 289, (NEW.

§713-B. PENALTIES ASSESSED AS SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENTS

Penalties imposed under section 581 or 1112 may be assessed as supplemental assessments pursuant to
section 713 regardless of the number of years applicable in determining the penalty. [ 1993, c¢. 452,

86 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 452, §6 (NEW.

§714. STATE-MUNICIPAL REVENUE SHARING AID

The assessors shall deduct from the total amount required to be assessed an amount equal to the amount
that the municipal officers estimate will be received under Title 30-A, section 5681, during the municipal
fiscal year. [ 1987, c¢. 737, Pt. C, 8878, 106 (AWVD); 1989, c. 6, (AWD); 1989,
c. 9, 82 (AMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888, 10 (AWD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 478, §2 (NEW. 1987, c. 737, §§C78,Cl06 (AMD). 1989, c. 6,
(AVMD). 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). 1989, c. 104, §§C8, C10 (AMD).

Subchapter 5-A: UNDEVELOPED LAND VALUATION

8721. PURPOSE
(REPEALED)
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In order to encourage a more uniform and accurate approach to the local valuation of undevel oped
land, this subchapter provides assessors with a benchmark value of undeveloped land in the region within
which their local jurisdiction islocated, and requires assessors to establish the basis for deviations from
thisbenchmark value. [ 1989, c. 411, 8§81, 2 (NEW; 1989, c. 871, 823 (AFF);
1989, c. 871, 84 (RP).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 411, §§81, 2 (NEW. 1989, c. 871, §4 (RP). 1989, c. 871, §23
(AFF). 1991, c. 546, §838, 44 (AFF).

8722. DEFINITIONS
(REPEALED)

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following
meanings. [ 1989, c. 411, 881, 2 (NEW.; 1989, c. 871, 823 (AFF); 1989, c.
871, 84 (RP).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 411, §81,2 (NEW. 1989, c. 871, 84 (RP). 1989, c. 871, 8§23
(AFF). 1991, c. 546, §§38, 44 (AFF).

8723. APPLICABILITY
(REPEALED)

This subchapter shall have mandatory application to parcels consisting of at least 5 acres of undeveloped
land. The approach to valuing the undeveloped land applies exclusively to the portion of the parcel
determined to be undeveloped land. [ 1989, c. 411, 881, 2 (NEW; 1989, c. 871, 823
(AFF); 1989, c. 871, 84 (RP).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 411, 8§881,2 (NEW. 1989, c. 871, 84 (RP). 1989, c. 871, 8§23
(AFF). 1991, c. 546, §§38, 44 (AFF).

8724. BASE LAND VALUES
(REPEALED)

The Bureau of Revenue Services shall annually, before March 14t, establish by rule base land values for
undeveloped land by region for the entire State. One base value per region will be established. The values
established by March 1st are to apply to the tax year based on the status of property as of April 1st of the
same calendar year. Regions will be determined by the Bureau of Revenue Services and shall not divide
minor civil divisions. The availability of adequate sales data and locational relationships shall be considered
in determining regions. The base land value for undeveloped land by region will be the mean value per acre
computed from sales datafor theregion. [ 1989, c¢. 411, 881, 2 (NEW,; 1989, c. 871,
8§23 (AFF); 1989, c. 871, 84 (RP).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 411, §§81,2 (NEW. 1989, c. 871, §4 (RP). 1989, c. 871, §23
(AFF). 1991, c. 546, §838, 44 (AFF).

8725. SALES DATA
(REPEALED)
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The sales data for use in determining the mean value per acre will be obtained from declaration of value
forms transmitted, pursuant to section 4641-D, to the Bureau of Revenue Services. Sales occurring during
the 3-year period ending June 30th of the year prior to the March 1st deadline are to be considered. Based on
information provided to the Bureau of Revenue Services, only sales which meet the following criteria are to
be included in determining the mean value per acre: [ 1989, c. 411, 881, 2 (NEW; 1989, c.
871, 823 (AFF); 1989, c. 871, 84 (RP).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 411, §81,2 (NEW. 1989, c. 871, §4 (RP). 1989, c. 871, §23
(AFF). 1991, c. 546, §§838, 44 (AFF).

8726. VALUATION OF LAND
(REPEALED)

In determining the just value of undeveloped land, an assessor isto consider the base land value for the
region. If an assessor finds that the just value of undeveloped land for any or all parcels containing at least 5
acres of undevel oped land within the local tax jurisdiction is different from the base land value, the assessor
has the burden of establishing a reasonable alternative analysis of value to arrive at just value for the local
jurisdiction. Such analysisisto bein writing and available for public inspection. When used for assessment
purposes, the base land value is to be applied only to the portion of the parcel which is undeveloped. The
assessor isto determine those areas of a parcel which are undeveloped land; areas which are associated with
improvements or structures are to be excluded. The assessment book, or property record cardsif utilized
by the jurisdiction, shall indicate that amount of any parcel which is determined to be undevel oped land.
[1989, c. 411, 881, 2 (NEW; 1989, c. 871, 823 (AFF); 1989, c. 871, §4
(RP); 1991, c. 546, 8838, 44 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1989, c. 411, §81,2 (NEW. 1989, c. 871, §4 (RP). 1989, c. 871, §23
(AFF). 1991, c. 546, §§38, 44 (AFF).

Subchapter 6: POWERS AND DUTIES OF TAX COLLECTORS
8751. STATE AND COUNTY TAXES; COLLECTION

State and county taxes shall be collected by the tax collector and paid by him to the treasurer of his
municipality as other taxes are paid.

§752. -- PAYMENT

On or before the first day of September in each year, the Treasurer of State shall issue hiswarrant to
the treasurer of each municipality requiring him to transmit and pay to the Treasurer of State, on or before
the time fixed by law, that municipality's proportion of the state tax for the current year. Warrants for county
taxes shall be issued by the county treasurers in the same manner with proper changes.

§753. MUNICIPAL TAX COMMITMENT; FORM

The State Tax Assessor shall annually, before April 1st, prescribe the form of the municipal tax
commitment to be used by municipal assessorsin committing property taxes to the municipal tax collector.
[1975, c. 78, 821 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1973, c. 66, §8§11-14 (AMD). 1973, c. 620, §§21-23 (AMD). 1973, c. 625,
§245 (AMD). 1973, c. 695, §16 (AMD). 1975, c. 33, (RPR). P&SL 1975, c.
78, §21 (AVD).
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§754. -- LOST OR DESTROYED

When awarrant for the collection of taxes has been lost or destroyed, the assessors or, in the case of
primary assessing areas, the municipal officers may issue a new warrant, which shall have the same force as
theorigina. [ 1973, c. 695, 817 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §24 (AVD). 1973, c. 695, 8§17 (AMD).

§755. BOND

The municipal officers shall require each tax collector to give a corporate surety bond for the faithful
discharge of his duty, to the inhabitants of the municipality, in the sum, and with such sureties asthe
municipal officers approve. The tax collector may furnish a bond signed by individualsif such individuals
submit to the municipal officers a detailed sworn statement as to their personal financial ability, which shall
be found acceptable by the municipal officers. [ 1973, c. 695, 818 (RPR).]

Such bond shall, after its approval and acceptance, be recorded by the clerk in the municipal records, and
such record shall be primafacie evidence of the contents of such bond, but afailure to so record shall be no
defensein any actionupon such bond. [ 1973, c. 695, 818 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §25 (AMD). 1973, c. 695, §18 (RPR).

§756. COMPENSATION

When municipalities choose tax collectors, they may agree what sum shall be allowed for performance
of their duties. If the basis of compensation agreed upon is a percentage of tax collections, such percentage
shall be computed only upon the cash collections of taxes committed to him. Tax liens filed but not
discharged prior to the time that the tax collector isto perfect his collections and the amounts paid by
the municipality to the tax collector upon the sale of tax deeds shall not be included in computing such
percentage. Nothing in this section shall be construed as relieving the tax collector from the duty of perfecting
liens for the benefit of the municipality by one of the methods prescribed by law in all cases where taxes on
real estate remain unpaid.

8757. RECEIPTS FOR TAXES
When atax is paid to atax collector, he shall prepare areceipt for each payment; and upon reasonable
reguest therefor, shall furnish a copy of such receipt to the taxpayer.

8757-A. COLLECTOR TO FURNISH CERTIFICATE TO BOAT REGISTRATION
APPLICANTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1967, c. 480, 82 (NEW. 1969, c. 558, §2 (RP).

§758. NOTIFICATION TO ASSESSORS OF INVALID TAX

Tax collectors and municipal treasurers on receipt of information that atax may be invalid by reason
of error, omission or irregularity in assessment shall at once notify the assessors or the chief assessor of the
primary assessing area in writing stating the name of the proper party to be assessed, if known, and the reason
why such tax is believed to beinvalid, in order that a supplemental assessment may be made. [ 1973, c.
620, 826 (AMD).]

SECTI ON H STORY
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1973, c. 620, §26 (AND).

§759. ACCOUNTING; PENALTIES

Every tax collector shall, on the last day of each month, pay to the municipal treasurer all moneys
collected by him, and once in 2 months at least shall exhibit to the municipal officersajust and true account
of al moneys received on taxes committed to him and excise taxes collected by him, and produce the
treasurer's receipt for money by him paid. For each neglect, he forfeits to the municipality $100 to be
recovered by the municipa officers thereof in acivil action.

§759-A. PROHIBITION ON COMMINGLING FUNDS

A tax collector is prohibited from commingling personal funds with any funds collected for a
municipality while performing the duty of tax collector. [ 2009, c. 193, 83 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2009, c. 193, §3 (NEW.

§760. PERFECTION OF COLLECTIONS

Municipal assessors, or municipal officersin the case of primary assessing areas, shall specify in the
collector's warrant the date on or before which the tax collector shall perfect his collections. Such date shall
not be less than one year from the date of the commitment of taxes. In the event that no timeis specified
in the collector's warrant, tax collectors shall perfect their collections within 2 years after the date of the
commitment of taxes. [ 1973, c. 695, 819 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §27 (AMD). 1973, c. 695, 8§19 (AWD).

§760-A. MINOR OR BURDENSOME AMOUNTS

1. Not collected. After the date for perfection of collections, municipal officers may discharge collectors
from any obligation to collect unpaid personal property taxes that the municipal officers determine are too
small or too burdensome to collect economically and authorize the municipal treasurer to remove those taxes
from the municipal books.

[ 1991, c. 231, (NEW .]
2. Discharged. Collectors shall identify the unpaid taxes discharged under subsection 1 on the tax lists.
[ 1991, c. 231, (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1991, c. 231, (NEW.

8761. -- FAILURE; ACTION

An action against atax collector for failure to perfect his tax collections shall be commenced within 6
years after the date of such collector's warrant.

§762. COLLECTIONS COMPLETED BY NEW COLLECTORS

When new tax collectors are chosen and sworn before the former officers have perfected their
collections, the latter shall complete the same, asif others had not been chosen and sworn.
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§763. SETTLEMENT PROCEDURE; REMOVAL FROM MUNICIPALITY;
RESIGNATION

When atax collector asks the municipal officersto resign the position of tax collector, or when atax
collector has removed, or in the judgment of the municipal officersis about to remove from the municipality
before the time set for perfecting his collections, said officers may settle with him for the money that he has
received on histax lists, demand and receive of him such lists, and discharge him therefrom. Said officers
may appoint another tax collector, and the assessors or, in the case of primary assessing areas, the municipal
officers shall make a new warrant and deliver it to him with said lists, to collect the sums due thereon, and
he shall have the same power in their collection asthe original tax collector. [ 1973, c. 695, §20
(AND) . ]

If such tax collector refusesto deliver the tax lists and to pay all moneysin his hands collected by him,
when duly demanded, he shall be subject to section 894, and is liable to pay what remains due on the tax lists,
said sum to be recovered by the municipal officersin acivil action.

SECTI ON HI STORY
1967, c. 358, (AMD). 1973, c. 620, §28 (AMD). 1973, c. 695, §20 (AWD).

8764. -- INCAPACITY

When atax collector becomes mentally ill, has aguardian or by bodily infirmities is incapable of
performing the duties of his office before completing the collection, the municipal officers may demand
and receive the tax lists from any person in possession thereof, settle for the money received thereon and
discharge said tax collector from further liability. The tax lists may be committed to a new tax collector.

§765. -- DEATH

If atax collector dies without perfecting the collection of taxes committed to him, his executor or
administrator, within 2 months after his acceptance of the trust, shall settle with the municipal officersfor
what was received by the deceased in hislifetime. For the amount so received, such executor or administrator
is chargeable as the deceased would be if living. If hefails to so settle when he has sufficient assetsin his
hands, he shall be chargeable with the whole sum committed to the deceased for collection.

§766. WARRANT FOR COMPLETION OF COLLECTION; FORM

The State Tax Assessor shall prescribe the form of the warrant to be used by the assessors or municipal
officers for the completion of the collection of taxes under sections 763to 765. [ 1975, c¢. 765, 814
(RPR). ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §§29-30 (AMD). 1975, c. 765, §14 (RPR).

Subchapter 7: POWERS AND DUTIES OF SHERIFFS
8801. SHERIFF MAY COLLECT TAXES

If at the time of the completion of the assessment atax collector has not been chosen or appointed, or if
the tax collector neglects to collect a state or county tax, the sheriff of the county shall collect it, on receiving
an assessment thereof, with awarrant under the hands of the municipal assessors, or in the case of primary
assessing areas, the municipal officers, or the assessors appointed in accordance with section 705, as the case
may be. [ 1973, c. 695, 8§21 (AWD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§31 (AVD). 1973, c. 695, §21 (AVD).
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8802. PROCEEDINGS BY SHERIFF

The sheriff or his deputy, on receiving the assessment and warrant for collection provided for in
section 801, shall forthwith post in some public place in the municipality assessed, an attested copy of such
assessment and warrant, and shall make no distress for any of such taxes until after 30 days therefrom. Any
person paying his tax to such sheriff within that time shall pay 5% over and above his tax for sheriff's fees,
but those who do not pay within that time shall be distrained or arrested by such officer, as by tax collectors.
The same fees shall be paid for travel and service of the sheriff, asin other cases of distress.

8803. SHERIFF'S DUTY IN RESPECT TO WARRANT; ALIAS WARRANT

On each execution or warrant of distressissued in accordance with sections 891 and 895, and delivered
to a sheriff or his deputy, he shall make return of his doings to such treasurer, with such money, if any, that
he has received by virtue thereof. If he neglects to comply with any direction of such warrant or execution,
he shall pay the whole sum mentioned therein. When it is returned unsatisfied, or satisfied in part only,
such treasurer may issue an alias for the sum remaining due on the return of the first; and so on, as often as
0ccasion Occurs.

An officer executing an alias warrant against a delinquent tax collector may arrest the tax collector and
proceed as on execution for debt. Such delinquent tax collector shall have the same rights and privilegesas a
debtor arrested or committed on execution in favor of a private creditor.

Subchapter 8: ABATEMENT
8841. ABATEMENT PROCEDURES

1. Error or mistake. The assessors, either upon written application filed within 185 days from
commitment stating the grounds for an abatement or on their own initiative within one year from
commitment, may make such reasonable abatement as they consider proper to correct any illegality, error or
irregularity in assessment, provided that the taxpayer has complied with section 706.

The municipal officers, either upon written application filed after one year but within 3 years from
commitment stating the grounds for an abatement or on their own initiative within that time period, may make
such reasonable abatement as they consider proper to correct any illegality, error or irregularity in assessment,
provided the taxpayer has complied with section 706. The municipal officers may not grant an abatement to
correct an error in the valuation of property.

[ 1993, c. 133, 81 (RPR) .]

2. Hardship or poverty. The municipal officers, or the State Tax Assessor for the unorganized territory,
within 3 years from commitment, may, on their own knowledge or on written application, make such
abatements as they believe reasonable on the real and personal taxes on the primary residence of any person
who, by reason of hardship or poverty, isin their judgment unable to contribute to the public charges. The
municipal officers, or the State Tax Assessor for the unorganized territory, may extend the 3-year period
within which they may make abatements under this subsection.

Municipal officers or the State Tax Assessor for the unorganized territory shall:

A. Provide that any person indicating an inability to pay all or part of taxes that have been assessed
because of hardship or poverty be informed of the right to make application under this subsection;
[2013, c. 424, Pt. A 824 (RPR).]

B. Assist individuals in making application for abatement; [ 2013, c. 424, Pt. A, 8§24
(RPR). ]

C. Make available application forms for requesting an abatement based on hardship or poverty and
provide that those forms contain notice that a written decision will be made within 30 days of the date of
application; [ 2013, c. 424, Pt. A 824 (RPR).]
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D. Provide that persons are given the opportunity to apply for an abatement during normal business
hours, [ 2013, c. 424, Pt. A 824 (RPR).]

E. Provide that all applications, information submitted in support of the application, files and
communications relating to an application for abatement and the determination on the application
for abatement are confidential. Hearings and proceedings held pursuant to this subsection must bein
executivesession; [ 2013, c. 424, Pt. A 824 (RPR).]

F. Provide to any person applying for abatement under this subsection, notice in writing of their decision
within 30 days of application; and [ 2013, c. 424, Pt. A 824 (RPR).]

G. Provide that any decision made under this subsection include the specific reason or reasons for the
decision and inform the applicant of the right to appeal and the procedure for requesting an appeal.
[2013, c. 424, Pt. A 824 (RPR).]

For the purpose of this subsection, the municipal officers may set off or otherwise treat as available benefits
provided to an applicant under chapter 907 when determining if the applicant is able to contribute to the
public charges.

[ 2013, c. 424, Pt. A 8§24 (RPR) .]

3. Inability to pay after 2 years. If after 2 years from the date of assessment a collector is satisfied
that atax upon real or personal property committed to him for collection cannot be collected by reason
of the death, absence, poverty, insolvency, bankruptcy or other inability of the person assessed to pay, he
shall notify the municipal officers thereof in writing, under oath, stating the reason why that tax cannot be
collected. The municipal officers, after due inquiry, may abate that tax or any part thereof.

[ 1979, c. 73, (RPR .]

4, Veteran'swidow or widower or minor child. Notwithstanding failure to comply with section 706,
the assessors, on written application within one year from the date of commitment, may make such abatement
as they think proper in the case of the unremarried widow or widower or the minor child of aveteran, if the
widow, widower or child would be entitled to an exemption under section 653, subsection 1, paragraph D,
except for the failure of the widow, widower or child to make application and file proof within the time set by
section 653, subsection 1, paragraph G, if the veteran died during the 12-month period preceding the April 1st
for which the tax was committed.

[ 2015, c. 300, Pt. A §9 (AWD) .]

5. Certification; record. Whenever an abatement is made, other than by the State Tax Assessor, the
abating authority shall certify it in writing to the collector, and that certificate shall discharge the collector
from further obligation to collect the tax so abated. When the abatement is made, other than an abatement
made under subsection 2, arecord setting forth the name of the party or parties benefited, the amount of the
abatement and the reasons for the abatement shall, within 30 days, be made and kept in suitable book form
open to the public at reasonable times. A report of the abatement shall be made to the municipality at its
annual meeting or to the mayor and aldermen of cities by the first Monday in each March.

[ 1987, c. 772, 8§16 (RPR) .]

6. Appeals. The decision of a chief assessor of aprimary ng area or the State Tax Assessor shall
not be deemed "final agency action" under the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375.

[ 1979, c. 73, (NEW .]
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7. Assessor s defined. For the purposes of this subchapter the word "assessors” includes assessor, chief
assessor of aprimary ng area and State Tax Assessor for the unorganized territory.

[ 2001, c. 396, §15 (AMVD) .]

8. Approval of the Governor. The State Tax Assessor may abate taxes under this section only with the
approval of the Governor or the Governor's designee.

[ 1999, c. 521, Pt. A 84 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1973, c. 66, §15 (AMD). 1975, c. 765, §§14-A (AWD). 1977, c. 44, §1
(AMD). 1977, c. 479, §15 (AMD). 1977, c. 509, §16 (RPR). 1977, c. 694,
§5§688-692 (AMD). 1979, c. 73, (RPR). 1987, c. 70, (AVD). 1987, c. 772,
§§15,16 (AMD). 1989, c. 508, §10 (AMD). 1991, c. 16, §1 (AMD). 1991,
c. 16, §2 (AFF). 1993, c. 133, §1 (AMD). 1999, c. 521, §A4 (AWD).
2001, c. 396, §15 (AMD). 2005, c. 169, §1 (AMD). 2005, c. 218, §10
(AVMD). 2011, c. 552, §1 (AVD). 2011, c. 624, §1 (AVD). 2013, c. 424,
Pt. A 8§24 (AMD). 2015, c. 300, Pt. A §9 (AWD).

8841-A. ABATEMENT BY MUNICIPAL OFFICERS; PROCEDURE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1973, c. 620, §32 (NEW. 1973, c. 695, §§22,23 (AVD). 1973, c. 788,
§185 (AVD). 1977, c. 44, §82,3 (AVD). 1977, c. 479, §16 (AMD). 1977,
c. 509, §16 (RP).

8841-B. LAND CLASSIFICATION APPEALS BOARD; PURPOSE;
COMPOSITION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 666, §20 (NEW. 1983, c. 556, §17 (AVD). 1983, c. 812, §271
(AMD). 1983, c. 855, §4 (AMD). 1985, c. 295, §54 (RPR). 1985, c. 764,
§14 (RP). 1985, c. 785, 8A111 (AVD). 1985, c. 819, S§A37 (RP).

8841-C. HEARING
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 666, §21 (NEW. 1983, c. 556, §18 (AMD). 1983, c. 855, §5
(AVD). 1985, c. 764, §15 (RP).

§842. NOTICE OF DECISION

The assessors or municipal officers shall give to any person applying to them for an abatement of taxes
notice in writing of their decision upon the application within 10 days after they take final action thereon.
The notice of decision must include the reason or reasons supporting the decision to approve or deny the
abatement request and state that the applicant has 60 days from the date the notice is received to appeal the
decision. It must also identify the board or agency designated by law to hear the appeal. If the assessors or
municipal officers, before whom an application in writing for the abatement of atax is pending, fail to give
written notice of their decision within 60 days from the date of filing of the application, the application is
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deemed to have been denied, and the applicant may appeal as provided in sections 843 and 844, unless the
applicant hasin writing consented to further delay. Denial in this manner is final action for the purposes
of notification under this section but failure to send notice of decision does not affect the applicant's right
of appeal. This section does not apply to applications for abatement made under section 841, subsection 2.
[2013, c. 182, 81 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1977, c. 509, §17 (AMD). 1985, c. 764, §16 (AMD). 1987, c. 772, 8§17
(AVD). 1991, c. 546, 8§11 (AMD). 2001, c. 396, 8§16 (AVD). 2013, c. 182,
§1 (AWD).

8§843. APPEALS

1. Municipalities. If amunicipality has adopted a board of assessment review and the assessors or
the municipal officers refuse to make the abatement asked for, the applicant may apply in writing to the
board of assessment review within 60 days after notice of the decision from which the appeal is being
taken or after the application is deemed to have been denied, and, if the board thinks the applicant is over-
assessed, the applicant is granted such reasonable abatement as the board thinks proper. Except with regard
to nonresidential property or properties with an equalized municipal valuation of $1,000,000 or greater
either separately or in the aggregate, either party may appeal from the decision of the board of assessment
review directly to the Superior Court, in accordance with Rule 80B of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
If the board of assessment review failsto give written notice of its decision within 60 days of the date the
application isfiled, unless the applicant agrees in writing to further delay, the application is deemed denied
and the applicant may appeal to Superior Court asif there had been awritten denial.

[ 1995, c. 262, §4 (AWD) .]

1-A. Nonresidential property of $1,000,000 or greater. With regard to nonresidential property
or properties with an equalized municipal valuation of $1,000,000 or grezter either separately or in the
aggregate, either party may appeal the decision of the local board of assessment review or the primary
assessing area board of assessment review to the State Board of Property Tax Review within 60 days after
notice of the decision from which the appeal istaken or after the application is deemed to be denied, as
provided in subsections 1 and 2. The board shall hold a hearing de novo. If the board thinks that the applicant
is over-assessed, it shall grant such reasonable abatement as the board thinks proper. For the purposes of this
section, "nonresidential property” means property that is used primarily for commercial, industrial or business
purposes, excluding unimproved land that is not associated with acommercial, industrial or business use.

[ 1995, c. 262, §4 (AWD) .]

2. Primary assessing areas. If aprimary assessing area has adopted a board of assessment review
and the assessors or municipal officers refuse to make the abatement asked for, the applicant may apply in
writing to the board of assessment review within 60 days after notice of the decision from which the appeal
is being taken or after the application is deemed to have been denied, and if the board thinks the applicant
is over-assessed, the applicant is granted such reasonable abatement as the board thinks proper. Except with
regard to nonresidential property or properties with an equalized municipal valuation of $1,000,000 or greater,
either separately or in the aggregate, either party may appeal the decision of the board of assessment review
directly to the Superior Court, in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80B. If the board
of assessment review fails to give written notice of its decision within 60 days of the date the application
was filed, unless the applicant agrees in writing to further delay, the application is deemed denied and the
applicant may appeal to the Superior Court asif there had been awritten denial.

[ 2001, c. 396, §17 (AMD) .]
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3. Notice of decision. Any agency to which an appeal is made under this section is subject to the
provisions for notice of decision in section 842.

[ 1991, c. 546, §12 (NEW .]

4. Payment requirementsfor taxpayers. If the taxpayer hasfiled an appeal under this section without
having paid an amount of current taxes equal to the amount of taxes paid in the next preceding tax year, as
long as that amount does not exceed the amount of taxes due in the current tax year or the amount of taxes
in the current tax year not in dispute, whichever is greater, by or after the due date or according to a payment
schedule mutually agreed to in writing by the taxpayer and the municipal officers, the appeal process must
be suspended until the taxes, together with any accrued interest and costs, have been paid. If an appeal isin
process upon expiration of a due date or written payment schedule date for payment of taxesin a particular
municipality, without the appropriate amount of taxes having been paid, whether the taxes are due for the year
under appeal or a subsequent tax year, the appeal process must be suspended until the appropriate amount of
taxes described in this subsection, together with any accrued interest and costs, has been paid. This subsection
does not apply to property with avaluation of less than $500,000.

[ 2009, c. 434, §16 (AWD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 536, §24 (AVD). 1973, c. 625, §246 (AMD). 1977, c. 509, §18
(RPR). 1977, c. 694, §693 (AWMD). 1981, c. 30, §83,4 (AVD). 1981, c.
364, §21 (AMD). 1981, c. 698, §180 (AMD). 1985, c. 764, 8§17 (AWD).
1991, c. 546, §12 (AVD). 1993, c. 242, §1 (AVD). 1993, c. 395, §12
(AVD). 1995, c. 262, §4 (AVD). 2001, c. 396, §17 (AMD). 2001, c. 436,
§1 (AMD). 2001, c. 436, §2 (AFF). 2009, c. 434, §16 (AWD).

8843-A. APPEALS TO FORESTRY APPEAL BOARD
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1965, c. 426, §2 (NEW. 1973, c. 592, 8§15 (RP). 1973, c. 625, §247
(AVD). 1973, c. 645, 8§4 (REEN). 1977, c. 549, §8 (RP).

8843-B. HEARING
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1965, c. 426, §2 (NEW. 1973, c. 592, 8§15 (RP). 1973, c. 645, §5
(REEN). 1977, c. 549, §8 (RP).

8844. APPEALS TO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

1. Municipalities without board of assessment review. Except when the municipality or primary
assessing area has adopted a board of assessment review, if the assessors or the municipal officers refuseto
make the abatement asked for, the applicant may apply to the county commissioners within 60 days after
notice of the decisions from which the appeal is being taken or within 60 days after the application is deemed
to have been denied. If the commissioners think that the applicant is over-assessed, the applicant is granted
such reasonable abatement as the commissioners think proper. If the applicant has paid the tax, the applicant
is reimbursed out of the municipal treasury, with costsin either case. If the applicant fails, the commissioners
shall allow costs to the municipality, taxed asin acivil action in the Superior Court, and issue their warrant
of distress against the applicant for collection of the amount due the municipality. The commissioners may
require the assessors or municipal clerk to produce the valuation by which the assessment was made or a
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copy of it. Either party may appeal from the decision of the county commissioners to the Superior Court,

in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80B. If the county commissionersfail to give
written notice of their decision within 60 days of the date the application isfiled, unless the applicant agrees
in writing to further delay, the application is deemed denied and the applicant may appeal to the Superior
Court asif there had been awritten denial.

[ 2001, c. 396, §18 (AMD) .]

1-A. County board of assessment review. The county commissionersin a county may establish a
county board of assessment review to hear all appeals to the county commissioners. The board has the powers
and duties of amunicipal board of assessment review, including those provided under section 844-M.

[ 1995, c. 262, 86 (NEW .]

2. Nonresidential property of $1,000,000 or greater. Notwithstanding subsection 1, the applicant
may appeal the decision of the assessors or the municipal officers on arequest for abatement with respect to
nonresidential property or properties having an equalized municipal valuation of $1,000,000 or greater, either
separately or in the aggregate, to the State Board of Property Tax Review within 60 days after notice of the
decision from which the appesl is taken or after the application is deemed to be denied. If the State Board of
Property Tax Review determines that the applicant is over-assessed, it shall grant such reasonable abatement
asit determines proper. For the purposes of this subsection, "nonresidential property” means property that
isused primarily for commercial, industrial or business purposes, excluding unimproved land that is not
associated with acommercial, industrial or business use.

[ 2011, c. 548, §13 (AVD) .]

3. Notice of decision. An appeal to the county commissionersis subject to the provisions for notice of
decision in section 842.

[ 1991, c. 546, §13 (NEW .]

4, Payment requirementsfor taxpayers. |If the taxpayer has filed an appeal under this section without
having paid an amount of current taxes equal to the amount of taxes paid in the next preceding tax year, as
long as that amount does not exceed the amount of taxes due in the current tax year or the amount of taxesin
the current tax year not in dispute, whichever is greater, by or after the due date, or according to a payment
schedule mutually agreed to in writing by the taxpayer and the municipal officers, the appeal process must
be suspended until the taxes, together with any accrued interest and costs, have been paid. If an appeal isin
process upon expiration of a due date or written payment schedule date for payment of taxesin a particular
municipality, without the appropriate amount of taxes having been paid, whether the taxes are due for the year
under appeal or a subsequent tax year, the appeal process must be suspended until the appropriate amount of
taxes described in this subsection, together with any accrued interest and costs, has been paid. This subsection
does not apply to property with avaluation of less than $500,000.

[ 2009, c. 434, §17 (AMVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 536, 8§25 (AWD). 1973, c. 592, 8§16 (RP). 1973, c. 625, §248
(AVMD). 1973, c. 645, §6 (RPR). 1977, c. 509, §19 (AMD). 1979, c. 666,
§22 (AMD). 1981, c. 30, 85 (AMD). 1981, c. 364, §22 (AWD). 1985, c.
764, §18 (RPR). 1985, c. 819, §8A38,39 (AWMD). 1991, c. 546, §13 (AWD).
1993, c. 242, §2 (AWD). 1993, c. 395, 8§13 (AVD). 1995, c. 262, §85-8
(AVMD). 2001, c. 396, §18 (AMD). 2003, c. 72, §1 (AMD). 2003, c. 72, §2
(AFF). 2009, c. 434, §17 (AMD). 2011, c. 548, §13 (AWD).
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8844-A. BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, §17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7 (RP).

8844-B. DEFINITIONS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 8§17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7 (RP).

8844-C. COMPOSITION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, §17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7 (RP).

8844-D. JURISDICTION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 8§17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7 (RP).

8844-E. ASSIGNMENT OF HEARING
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 460, 8§18 (AVD). 1973, c. 592, §17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7
(RP).

8844-F. PLACE OF HEARING
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 8§17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7 (RP).

8844-G. APPEAL TO STATE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 460, §18 (AVD). 1973, c. 592, §17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7
(RP).

8844-H. HEARING PROCEDURE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 8§17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7 (RP).
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8844-|. PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 817 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, 87 (RP).

8844-J. EVIDENCE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 8§17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7 (RP).

8844-K. COMPENSATION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 817 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, 87 (RP).

8844-L. APPEAL TO THE SUPERIOR COURT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 8§17 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §7 (RP).

§844-M. COUNTY BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW

1. Organization. A county board of assessment review, as authorized by section 844, subsection 1-A,
consists of 5 or 7 members, at least one of whom must be alicensed real estate appraiser and one of whom
must be a member of the general public, who serve staggered terms of at least 3 but no morethan 5 years. The
terms must be determined by rule of the board. The board shall elect annually a chair and a secretary from
among its members. A county official or the spouse of a county official may not be a member of the board.
Any question of whether aparticular issue involves a conflict of interest sufficient to disqualify a member
from voting on that issue must be decided by amagjority vote of the members, excluding the member who
is being challenged. The county commissioners may dismiss amember of the board for cause before the
member's term expires.

[ 1995, c. 262, 89 (NEW .]

2. Mestings, records. The chair shall call meetings of the board as required. The chair shall also
call meetings of the board when requested to do so by a mgjority of the board members or by the county
commissioners. A majority of the board's members constitutes a quorum. The chair shall preside at the
meetings of the board and is the official spokesperson of the board. The secretary shall maintain a permanent
record of the board meetings, the correspondence of the board and the records that are required as part of the
various proceedings brought before the board. The records maintained or prepared by the secretary must be
filed in the county commissioners' office and subject to public inspection in accordance with Title 1, chapter
13, unless excepted from the definition of public records under Title 1, section 402, subsection 3 or otherwise
exempt from disclosure under Title 1, chapter 13.

[ 1995, c. 262, 8§89 (NEW .]
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3. Hearing. The board shall adopt rules to establish the procedure for the conduct of a hearing; however,
the chair may waive any rule upon good cause shown.

[ 1995, c. 262, §9 (NEW .]

4. Evidence. The board shall receive oral or documentary evidence and, as a matter of policy, provide
for the exclusion of irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious evidence. Each party may present its case
or defense by oral or documentary evidence, submit rebuttal evidence and conduct cross-examination that is
required for afull and true disclosure of the facts.

[ 1995, c. 262, 8§89 (NEW .]

5. Testimony; record; notice. The transcript or tape recording of testimony, if such atranscript or
tape recording has been prepared by the board, and the exhibits, with all papers and requests filed in the
proceeding, constitute the record. Decisions become a part of the record and must include a statement
of findings and conclusions, as well as the reasons or basis for those findings and conclusions, upon the
material issues of fact, law or discretion presented and the appropriate order, relief or denial of relief. If
the board determines that the applicant is over-assessed, it shall grant such reasonable abatement as the
board determines proper. Notice of a decision must be mailed or hand delivered to all parties and the county
commissioners within 10 days of the board's decision.

[ 1995, c. 262, 8§89 (NEW .]

6. Appeals. A party may appeal the decision of the county board of assessment review to the Superior
Court in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80B. If the county board of assessment
review fails to give written notice of its decision within 60 days of the date the application was filed, unless
the applicant agrees in writing to further delay, the application is deemed denied and the applicant may appeal
to the Superior Court asif there had been awritten denial.

[ 1995, c. 262, §9 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 262, §9 (NEW.

8844-N. PRIMARY ASSESSING AREA BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW

1. Organization. A primary assessing area board of assessment review, as authorized by section 471-
A, consists of 5 or 7 members who serve staggered terms of at least 3 but no more than 5 years. The terms
must be determined by rule of the board. The board shall elect annually a chair and a secretary from among
its members. A municipal officer or the spouse of a municipal officer may not be a member of the board. Any
question of whether a particular issue involves a conflict of interest sufficient to disqualify a member from
voting on that issue must be decided by a majority vote of the members, excluding the member who is being
challenged. The municipal officers or the executive committee, where applicable, may dismiss a member of
the board for cause before the member's term expires.

[ 1995, c. 262, §9 (NEW .]

2. Mestings, records. The chair shall call meetings of the board as required. The chair shall also call
meetings of the board when requested to do so by a mgjority of the board members or by the municipal
officers or the executive committee, where applicable. A mgjority of the board's members constitutes a
quorum. The chair shall preside at the meetings of the board and is the official spokesperson of the board. The
secretary shall maintain a permanent record of the board meetings, the correspondence of the board and the
records that are required as part of the various proceedings brought before the board. The records maintained
or prepared by the secretary must be filed in the primary assessing area board of assessment review office
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and subject to public inspection in accordance with Title 1, chapter 13, unless excepted from the definition
of public records under Title 1, section 402, subsection 3 or otherwise exempt from disclosure under Title 1,
chapter 13.

[ 1995, c. 262, §9 (NEW .]

3. Hearing. The board shall adopt rules to establish the procedure for the conduct of a hearing; however,
the chair may waive any rule upon good cause shown.

[ 1995, c. 262, 89 (NEW .]

4. Evidence. The board shall receive oral or documentary evidence and, as a matter of policy, provide
for the exclusion of irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious evidence. Each party may present its case
or defense by oral or documentary evidence, submit rebuttal evidence and conduct cross-examination that is
required for afull and true disclosure of the facts.

[ 1995, c. 262, 8§89 (NEW .]

5. Testimony; record; notice. The transcript or tape recording of testimony, if such atranscript or
tape recording has been prepared by the board, and the exhibits, with all papers and requests filed in the
proceeding, constitute the record. Decisions become a part of the record and must include a statement
of findings and conclusions, as well as the reasons or basis for those findings and conclusions, upon the
material issues of fact, law or discretion presented and the appropriate order, relief or denia of relief. If the
board determines that the applicant is over-assessed, it shall grant such reasonable abatement as the board
determines proper. Notice of a decision must be mailed or hand delivered to all parties and the municipal
officers or the executive committee, where applicable, within 10 days of the board's decision.

[ 1995, c. 262, §9 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 262, §9 (NEW.

8845. APPEALS; TO SUPERIOR COURT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 509, §20 (AMD). 1977, c. 694, §694 (RP).

8846. -- HEARING
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 622, §125A (RP). 1973, c. 592, 8§18 (NEW. 1973, c. 645, §8
(AVD). 1977, c. 694, 8695 (RP).

8847. -- COMMISSIONER'S HEARING AND REPORT
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 694, 8§696 (RP).
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8848. -- TRIAL
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, §19 (AWMD). 1973, c. 645, 89 (AWMD). 1977, c. 509, §21
(AMD). 1977, c. 694, §697 (RP).

§848-A. ASSESSMENT RATIO EVIDENCE

Reports of assessment ratios contained in assessment ratio studies of the Bureau of Revenue Services are
prima facie evidence of what the reported ratio isin fact, unless a party to proceedings related to a protested
assessment establishes that the ratio was derived or established in a manner contrary to law or proves the
existence of adifferent ratio. [ 2001, c. 396, 8§19 (AMD).]

In any proceedings relating to a protested assessment, it is a sufficient defense of the assessment that it
is accurate within reasonable limits of practicality, except when a proven deviation of 10% or more from the
relevant assessment ratio of the municipality or primary assessing areaexists. [ 2001, c. 396, 8§19
(AMD) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 343, §2 (NEW. 1973, c. 625, §249 (AMD). 1977, c. 509, §22
(RPR). 1997, c. 526, §14 (AVD). 2001, c. 396, §19 (AWD).

§849. -- JUDGMENT AND EXECUTION

Claims for abatement on several parcels of real estate may be embraced in one appeal, but judgment
shall be rendered and execution shall issue for the amount of taxes due on each separate parcel. [ 1977, c.
509, 823 (RPR).]

Thelien created by statute on real estate to secure the payment of taxes shall be continued for 60
days after the rendition of judgment, and may be enforced by sale of said real estate on execution, in the
same manner as attachable real estate may be sold under Title 14, section 2201, and with the same right of
redemption. [ 1977, c. 509, 823 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 592, 8§20 (AMD). 1973, c. 625, §250 (AMD). 1973, c. 645, 8§10
(AVMD). 1977, c. 509, 8§23 (RPR). 1977, c. 694, §698 (AMD).

8850. ASSESSMENT OF COSTS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 764, 8§19 (NEW. 1995, c. 262, 8§10 (RP).
Subchapter 9: DELINQUENT TAXES
Article 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

8891. COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT STATE AND COUNTY TAXES

When the time for the payment of a state or county tax has expired and it is unpaid, the Treasurer of
State or of the county shall give notice thereof to the treasurer of any delinquent municipality, and unless such
tax shall be paid within 60 days, the Treasurer of State or of the county may issue his warrant to the sheriff
of the county, returnable in 90 days, requiring him to levy by distress and sale upon the real and personal
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property of any of the inhabitants of the municipality. The sheriff or his deputy shall execute such warrants,
observing the regulations provided for satisfying warrants against delinquent collectors prescribed by sections
803, 896 and 897.

8891-A. SCHOOL SUBSIDIES WITHHELD FROM DELINQUENT
MUNICIPALITIES

When any state tax assessed upon any city, town or plantation remains unpaid, such city, town or
plantation may be precluded from drawing from the Treasurer of State the school subsidy set apart for such
city, town or plantation so long as such tax remainsunpaid. [ 1973, c¢. 556, 88 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 556, §8 (NEW.

§892. INTEREST ON DELINQUENT STATE TAXES

Beginning with the first day of January, following the date on which state taxes are levied, interest shall
accrue on any unpaid balances that are then due. All provisions of law that relate to the collection of such
taxes shall apply to the collection of interest on overduetaxes. [ 1981, c¢. 706, 811 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 27, §7 (AWD). 1981, c. 706, §11 (AWD).

§892-A. INTEREST ON DELINQUENT COUNTY TAXES

Interest shall accrue on al unpaid balances of the county tax that are then due, beginning on the 60th day
after the date for payment set by the county commissioners under Title 30-A, section 706. County taxes, not
paid prior to the 60th day after the date for payment, are delinquent. [ 1987, c¢. 737, Pt. C, 8879,
106 (AMD); 1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9, 82 (AMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt.
C, 888, 10 (AMD).]

Therate of interest shall be specified by vote of the county commissioners and a notification of thisrate
shall beincluded in the warrant to assessors required under Title 30-A, section 706. The rate of interest may
not exceed the rate of interest established by the State Tax Assessor under section 186. The specified rate of
interest shall apply to delinquent taxes committed during the taxable year until those taxes are paid in full and
the interest shall be added to and become part of thetaxes. [ 1987, c¢. 737, Pt. C, 8879, 106
(AVD); 1989, c. 6, (AVMD); 1989, c. 9, 82 (AMD); 1989, c. 63, (AND);
1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888, 10 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1977, c. 27, §8 (NEW. 1981, c. 142, (AWD). 1983, c. 595, (AWD). 1987,
c. 737, §8C79,C106 (AVD). 1989, c. 6, (AMD). 1989, c. 9, §2 (AWD).
1989, c. 63, (AVD). 1989, c. 104, §8C8, C10 (AMD).

§893. COLLECTOR LIABLE TO INHABITANTS

A delinquent tax collector shall at all times be answerable to the inhabitants of his municipality for all
sums which they have been obliged to pay by means of his deficiency and for all consequent damages.

8§894. DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTORS; FORFEITURE

Any tax collector who refusesto collect a state, county or municipal tax as required by law, or who shall
knowingly omit or fail to perform any duty imposed upon him by law, commits a civil violation for which a
forfeiture not to exceed $100 may be adjudged. [ 1977, c. 696, 8268 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 696, 8268 (RPR).
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§895. WARRANT FORM; FOR COMPLETION OF COLLECTION BY
TREASURER

The State Tax Assessor shall prescribe the form of the warrant for use by the municipal treasurer where
the tax collector has failed to collect and pay the taxes to the treasurer asrequired. [ 1975, c. 765,
§15 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, §33 (AMD). 1975, c. 765, §15 (RPR).

§896. PERSONAL PROPERTY DISTRAINED; SOLD AS ON EXECUTION

Any officer selling personal property, distrained under atreasurer's warrant against a tax collector or
against the inhabitants of a municipality, shall proceed asin the sale of such property on execution.

8897. REAL ESTATE LEVIED ON; SOLD AS ON EXECUTION

When atreasurer's warrant of distressislevied on the real estate of a delinquent tax collector or against
the inhabitants of a municipality, the officer shall proceed asin the sale of such property on execution.

§898. COLLECTOR TO ACCOUNT WHEN TAKEN ON EXECUTION

When any tax collector istaken on execution under section 895, the municipal officers may demand
of him atrue copy of the tax lists, with the evidence of all payments made thereon. If he complies with this
demand, he shall receive such credit as the municipal officers, on inspection of the tax lists, adjudge him
entitled to, and account for the balance; but if he refuses, he shall forthwith be committed to jail by the officer
who so took him or by awarrant from ajustice of the peace, there to remain until he complies. [ 1987, c.
736, 856 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 456, §A120 (AMD). 1987, c. 736, 8§56 (AMD).

§899. MUNICIPALITIES MAY CHOOSE ANOTHER TAX COLLECTOR

The same municipality may, at any time, proceed to the choice of another collector, to complete the
collection of taxes, who shall be sworn and give the security required of the first collector. The assessors or,
in the case of primary assessing areas, the municipal officers shall deliver to him the uncollected assessments,
with a proper warrant for their collection, and he shall proceed as prescribed. [ 1973, c. 695, §24
(AMVD) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1973, c. 620, 8§34 (AMD). 1973, c. 695, 8§24 (AWD).

8900. PAYMENTS TO FORMER COLLECTOR IN DISPUTE; PROCEDURE

When the tax of any person named in said tax lists does not thereby appear to have been paid, but such
person declares that it was paid to the former tax collector, the new tax collector shall not distrain or commit
him without a vote of the municipal officers.

8901. REMEDY OF OWNERS OF PROPERTY TAKEN FOR DEFAULT OF
OTHERS

When the estate of an inhabitant of a municipality, who is not atax collector thereof, islevied upon and
taken as mentioned in section 891, he may maintain an action against such municipality, and recover the full
value of the estate so levied on, with interest at the rate of 20% from the time it was taken, with costs. Such
value may be proved by any other legal evidence, aswell as by the result of the sale under such levy.
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8902. AMENDMENTS PERMITTED IN ACTIONS TO COLLECT TAXES

At thetrial of any action for the collection of taxes, or of any civil action involving the validity of
any sale of real estate for nonpayment of taxes, or involving any tax lien certificate under sections 942 and
943 and the title to real estate acquired upon foreclosure of the tax lien mortgage, if it shall appear that the
tax in question was lawfully assessed, the court may permit the tax collector or other officer to amend his
record, return, deed or certificate in accordance with the fact, when circumstantial errors or defects appear
therein, provided the rights of 3rd parties are not injuriously affected thereby. If a deed be so amended, and
the amended deed be thereupon recorded, it shall have the same effect asif it had been originally madein its
amended form.

8903. DEFENDANT ESTOPPED TO DENY TITLE; EXCEPTIONS

In al civil actionsto enforce the collection of atax onreal estate, if it appearsthat on April 1st of the
year for which such tax was assessed, the record title to the real estate listed was in the defendant, he shall
not deny histitle thereto. If any owner of real estate who has conveyed the same shall forthwith file a copy of
the description as given in his deed with the date thereof and the name and last known address of his grantee,
in the registry of deeds where such deed should be recorded, he shall be free from any liability under this
section.

8904. TREASURER'S RECEIPT AS EVIDENCE OF REDEMPTION

The municipal treasurer'sreceipt or certificate of payment of a sufficient sum to redeem any real estate
taxed shall be legal evidence of such payment and redemption.

§905. MUNICIPALITIES MAY SET OFF MONEYS DUE AGAINST TAXES

Subject to the approva of the municipal officers, the treasurer or any disbursing officer of any
municipality may, and if so requested by the tax collector shall, withhold payment of any money then due and
payable to any taxpayer whose taxes are due and wholly or partially unpaid, to an amount not in excess of the
unpaid taxes together with any interest and costs. The sum withheld shall be paid to the tax collector, who
shall, if required, give areceipt in writing therefor to the officer withholding payment and to the taxpayer. The
tax collector's rights under this section shall not be affected by any assignment or trustee process.

8906. APPLICATION OF PAYMENTS TO UNPAID TAXES

The municipal officers of amunicipality may, upon request of the municipal treasurer or the tax
collector, require that any tax payment received from an individual as payment for any property tax be applied
against outstanding or delinquent taxes due on that property in chronological order beginning with the oldest
unpaid tax bill. Taxes may not be applied to a period for which an abatement request or appeal has not been
resolved unless approved in writing by the taxpayer. [ 1985, c. 653, (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1985, c. 653, (NEW.

Article 2: ENFORCEMENT OF LIEN ON REAL ESTATE

8941. CIVIL ACTION WITH SPECIAL ATTACHMENTS; PROCEDURE
Thelien on real estate created by section 552 may be enforced in the following manner.

The tax collector may, after the expiration of 8 months and within one year from the date of original
commitment of the tax or, in the case of deferred taxes pursuant to chapter 908-A, after the due and payable
date established pursuant to section 6271, subsection 5, give to the person against whom the tax is assessed,
or leave at the person's last and usual place of abode, or send by registered mail to the person's last known
address, a notice in writing signed by said tax collector stating the amount of the tax, describing the real estate
on which the tax is assessed and demanding the payment of such tax within 10 days after service of such
notice. [2009, c. 489, 81 (AMD).]
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After the expiration of said 10 daysacivil action for the collection of the tax may be brought in the
county where the real estate lies, against the person to whom said tax is assessed. Such action may be brought
in the name of the tax collector or the municipal officers may in writing direct the action to be brought in the
name of the municipality. Such action shall be begun by awrit of attachment commanding the officer serving
it to specialy attach the real estate upon which the lien is claimed, which shall be served as other writs of
attachment to enforce liens on real estate.

The complaint in such action shall contain a statement of such tax, a description of the real estate
contained in said notice and an allegation that alienis claimed on said real estate to secure the payment of the
tax. If no service is made upon the defendant, or if it shall appear that other persons are interested in such real
estate, the court shall order such notice of said action as appears proper and shall allow such other personsto
become parties thereto.

If it shall appear upon trial of said action that the tax was legally assessed on said real estate, and is
unpaid, and that there is an existing lien on said real estate for the payment of the tax, judgment shall be
rendered for the tax, interest and costs of suit against the defendants and against the real estate attached, and
execution shall issue thereon to be enforced by the sale of such real estate in the manner provided for in asale
on execution of real estate attached on original writs. In all actions brought in the Superior Court under this
section or section 1284, full costs shall be recovered notwithstanding the amount of the judgment be $20 or
less.

Any person interested in the real estate may redeem it at any time within one year after its sale by the
officer on that execution by paying the amount for which it was sold with interest at the rate determined by
the State Tax Assessor pursuant to section 186. [ 1981, c¢. 706, 812 (AMD).]

This section shall not affect any other provision of law for the enforcement and collection of taxes upon
rea estate.

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 706, §12 (AVD). 2009, c. 489, §1 (AVD).

8942. TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE; PROCEDURE

Except as provided in section 942-A, liens on real estate created by section 552, in addition to other
methods established by law, may be enforced in the following manner. [ 1987, c. 358, 83 (AMD).]

The tax collector may, after the expiration of 8 months and within one year after the date of origina
commitment of atax or, in the case of deferred taxes pursuant to chapter 908-A, after the due and payable
date established pursuant to section 6271, subsection 5, give to the person against whom the tax is assessed,
or leave at the person's last and usual place of abode, or send by certified mail, return receipt requested, to
the person's last known address, a notice in writing signed by the tax collector or bearing the tax collector's
facsimile signature, stating the amount of the tax, describing the real estate on which the tax is assessed,
aleging that alien is claimed on the real estate to secure the payment of the tax, and demanding the payment
of the tax within 30 days after service or mailing of the notice with $3 for the tax collector for making the
demand together with the certified mail, return receipt requested, fee. In the case of taxes supplementally
assessed, the tax collector may give that notice after the expiration of 8 months and within one year after the
date of commitment of the supplementally assessed taxes. If an owner or occupant of real estate to whom the
real estate is taxed dies before that demand is made on that owner or occupant, the demand may be made upon
the personal representative of that owner's or occupant's estate or upon any of that owner's or occupant's heirs
or devisees. [ 2009, c. 489, 82 (AMWD).]

After the expiration of the 30 days and within 10 days thereafter, the tax collector shall record in the
registry of deeds of the county or registry district where the real estate is situated atax lien certificate signed
by the tax collector or bearing his facsimile signature, setting forth the amount of the tax, a description of
the real estate on which the tax is assessed and an allegation that alien is claimed on the real estate to secure
the payment of the tax, that a demand for payment of the tax has been made in accordance with this section,
and that the tax remains unpaid. When the undivided real estate of a deceased person has been assessed to his
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heirs or devisees without designating any of them by name it will be sufficient to record in said registry atax
lien certificate in the name of the heirs or the devisees of said decedent without designating them by name.
[1979, c. 613, 82 (AMD).]

At the time of the recording of the tax lien certificate in the registry of deeds, in all cases the tax collector
shall file with the municipal treasurer atrue copy of the tax lien certificate and shall hand deliver or send
by certified mail, return receipt requested, to each record holder of a mortgage on that real estate, to the
holder's last known address, atrue copy of the tax lien certificate. If the real estate has not been assessed to its
record owner, the tax collector shall send by certified mail, return receipt requested, a true copy of the tax lien
certificate to therecord owner. [ 1993, c. 422, 86 (AMD).]

The costs to be paid by the taxpayer are the sum of the fees for recording and discharge of the lien as
established by Title 33, section 751, plus $13, plus the fee established by section 943 for sending a notice
30 to 45 days prior to the foreclosing date of the tax lien mortgage if that notice is actually sent and all
certified mail, return receipt requested, fees. In the case of alien in effect pursuant to chapter 908-A, the costs
to be paid include interest in the amount established under section 6271, subsection 3. Upon redemption,
the municipality shall prepare and record a discharge of the tax lien mortgage. [ 2009, c. 489, 83
(AMVD) . ]

The municipality shall pay the tax collector $3 for the notice, $1 for filing the tax lien certificate and the
amount paid for certified mail, return receipt requested, fees. The fees for recording the tax lien certificate and
for discharging the tax lien mortgage must be paid by the municipality to the register of deeds. [ 1995, c.
57, 86 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1973, c. 536, §26 (AMD). 1975, c. 770, §8§203,204 (AVD). 1977, c. 422,
§2 (AVD). 1977, c. 479, §817-18 (AMD). 1977, c. 630, §§7,8 (AMD).
1979, c. 114, (AVD). 1979, c. 613, §§1,2 (AVD). 1983, c. 407, §§2,3
(AVMD). 1987, c. 358, §3 (AWD). 1991, c. 846, §9 (AVD). 1993, c. 422,
§6 (AVD). 1995, c. 57, §6 (AMD). 2009, c. 489, §§2, 3 (AMD).

8942-A. AGGREGATE TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE FOR TIME-SHARE UNITS;
PROCEDURE

Liens created by section 552 on time-share units owned by the same person and in the same time-share
project, in addition to other methods established by law, may be enforced in the following manner if requested
by the taxpayer prior to notification of filing of atax lien certificate. [ 1987, c. 358, 84 (NEW.]

1. Aggregate notice. If ataxpayer owns more than one time-share unit in the same project, the tax
collector may send the notice required by section 942 to be sent before filing the tax lien certificate as one
aggregate notice covering al time-share units owned by that taxpayer. The tax collector must specifically
describe al units on which the taxes are due and which will be covered by the tax lien certificate by listing
each unit in the notice or by appending to the notice alist or computer printout describing the units. The
notice must state if alist or printout is appended.

[ 1987, c. 358, §4 (NEW .]

2. Aggregatetax lien certificate. If ataxpayer owns more than one time-share unit in the same project,
the tax collector shall specifically describe all units covered by the aggregate tax lien certificate by listing
each unit on the certificate or by appending to the certificate alist or computer printout describing the units.
The certificate must state if alist or printout is appended.

[ 1987, c. 358, 84 (NEW .]
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3. Total or partial discharge. The taxpayer may discharge all the liens included in the aggregate tax
lien certificate by payment of all the taxes due on al the tax liens, plus the fees required by subsection 4. The
taxpayer may discharge less than al the liensincluded in the aggregate tax lien certificate by payment of all
the taxes due on one or more of the time-share units, plus the fees required by subsection 5 for each partial
discharge.

[ 1987, c. 358, §4 (NEW .]

4. Total discharge. Thetaxpayer shall pay the following fees for the total discharge of liens covered by
the aggregate tax lien certificate:

A. Thirty-five cents per time-share unit listed for the tax collector, for making one aggregate notice and
demand for payment of all the assessed taxes on all time-share units owned by the taxpayer together with
the certified mail, return receipt requested, fee; [ 1987, c¢. 358, 84 (NEW.]

B. The fees established by Title 33, section 751 for the register of deeds for recording one aggregate tax
lien certificate; [ 1991, c. 846, 810 (AMD).]

C. Thefees established by Title 33, section 751 for the register of deeds for recording one aggregate
discharge of thetax lien mortgage; [ 1991, c. 846, 810 (AMD).]

D. Tendollars;and [ 1987, c. 358, 84 (NEW.]

E. Three dollars established by section 943 for sending one aggregate notice 30 to 45 days prior to the
foreclosing date of the tax lien mortgage if that notice is actually sent and all the certified mail, return
receipt requested, fees. [ 1987, c¢. 358, 84 (NEW.]

[ 1991, c. 846, 810 (AMD) .]
5. Partial discharge. The taxpayer shall pay the following fees for the partial discharge of liens covered
by the aggregate tax lien certificate:

A. Thirty-five cents per time-share unit listed for the tax collector for making one aggregate notice and
demand for payment of all the assessed taxes on all time-share units owned by the taxpayer together with
the certified mail, return receipt requested, fee; [ 1987, c. 358, 84 (NEW.]

B. The fees established by Title 33, section 751 for the register of deeds for recording one aggregate tax
lien certificate; [ 1991, c. 846, 811 (AMD).]

C. Thefees established by Title 33, section 751 for the register of deeds for recording the discharge
of the tax lien mortgage on the first 4 time-share units and $0.25 for each additional time-share unit;
[1991, c. 846, 811 (AMD).]

D. Tendollars;and [ 1987, c. 358, 84 (NEW.]

E. Three dollars established by section 943 for sending one aggregate notice 30 to 45 days prior to the
foreclosing date of the tax lien mortgage if that notice is actually sent and all the certified mail, return
receipt requested, fees. [ 1987, c¢. 358, 84 (NEW.]

[ 1991, c. 846, 811 (AMWMD) .]
6. Application. This section appliesto all taxes assessed on time-share units on or after April 1, 1986.

[ 1987, c. 358, §4 (NEW .]
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7. Effect on foreclosure procedure. A partia discharge does not affect the foreclosure date for any
liens not discharged.

[ 1987, c. 358, §4 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 358, §4 (NEW. 1991, c. 846, §810,11 (AWD).

8943. TAX LIEN MORTGAGE; REDEMPTION; DISCHARGE; FORECLOSURE

Thefiling of the tax lien certificate in the registry of deeds shall create atax lien mortgage on said real
estate to the municipality in which the real estate is situated having priority over all other mortgages, liens,
attachments and encumbrances of any nature, and shall give to said municipality al the rights usually incident
to a mortgagee, except that the municipality shall not have any right of possession of said real estate until the
right of redemption shall have expired.

Thefiling of the tax lien certificate in the registry of deeds shall be sufficient notice of the existence of
the tax lien mortgage.

In the event that the tax, interest and costs underlying the tax lien are paid within the period of
redemption, the municipal treasurer or assignee of record shall prepare and record a discharge of the tax lien
mortgage in the same manner as is now provided for the discharge of real estate mortgages, except that a
facsimile signature of the treasurer or treasurer's assignee may beused. [ 2011, c. 104, 81 (AMD).]

If the tax lien mortgage, together with interest and costs, shall not be paid within 18 months after the date
of thefiling of the tax lien certificate in th