


mailto:Bsmith@MaineCC.edu






https://dailybulldog.com/education/women-from-maine-corrections-complete-welding-program-at-central-maine-community-college/
https://wccc.me.edu/press_release/washington-county-community-college-selected-as-new-second-chance-pell-experimental-site-to-offer-postsecondary-education-in-prison/






https://www.uma.edu/academics/prison-education-partnership/
https://www.uma.edu/academics/prison-education-partnership/
https://mainelaw.maine.edu/academics/clinics-and-centers/clac/prisoner-assistance/
https://mainelaw.maine.edu/academics/clinics-and-centers/clac/juvenile-justice/
https://mainelaw.maine.edu/academics/clinics-and-centers/clac/juvenile-justice/
https://usm.maine.edu/cutler/
https://placemattersmaine.org/
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&context=justice
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&context=justice
mailto:samantha.warren@maine.edu


https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/justice
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/cutler
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/justice?utm_source=digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu%2Fjustice%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/403?utm_source=digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu%2Fjustice%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/429?utm_source=digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu%2Fjustice%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/429?utm_source=digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu%2Fjustice%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ian.fowler@maine.edu






http://muskie.usm.edu/justiceresearch/unsealedfate


http://muskie.usm.edu/justiceresearch/unsealedfate


http://muskie.usm.edu/justiceresearch/unsealedfate








https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/19-a/title19-Asec4115.html




https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/5/title5sec12004-I.html














https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/13-B/title13-Bch12sec0.html


















https://polarisproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Grading-Criminal-Record-Relief-Laws-for-Survivors-of-Human-Trafficking.pdf
https://polarisproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Grading-Criminal-Record-Relief-Laws-for-Survivors-of-Human-Trafficking.pdf


https://polarisproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/In-Harms-Way-How-Systems-Fail-Human-Trafficking-Survivors-by-Polaris.pdf
https://polarisproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/In-Harms-Way-How-Systems-Fail-Human-Trafficking-Survivors-by-Polaris.pdf
https://nationalsurvivornetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/VacateSurveyFinal.pdf
https://nationalsurvivornetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/VacateSurveyFinal.pdf
https://nationalsurvivornetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/VacateSurveyFinal.pdf






mailto:policy@polarisproject.org








https://legalaidnyc.org/programs-projects-units/exploitation-intervention-project/
https://legalaidnyc.org/programs-projects-units/exploitation-intervention-project/
https://www.brooklaw.edu/Academics/Clinics-and-Externships/In-House-Clinics/Criminal-Defense
https://www.brooklaw.edu/Academics/Clinics-and-Externships/In-House-Clinics/Criminal-Defense








































mailto:recordreform@polarisproject.org
























https://nationalsurvivornetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/VacateSurveyFinal.pdf
https://nationalsurvivornetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/VacateSurveyFinal.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/felon-voting-rights.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/felon-voting-rights.aspx
https://pubs.thepbsa.org/pub.cfm?id=9E5ED85F-C257-C289-9E8E-A7C7A8C58D00
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/pager/files/pager_ajs.pdf
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/pager/files/pager_ajs.pdf
https://www.rstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Final-No.-143-for-posting.pdf
https://www.rstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Final-No.-143-for-posting.pdf
https://www.nelp.org/publication/ban-the-box-fair-chance-hiring-state-and-local-guide/
https://freedomnetworkusa.org/app/uploads/2020/02/survivor-reentry-project-guide-for-attorneys.pdf
http://jaapl.org/content/jaapl/41/2/206.full.pdf
http://jaapl.org/content/jaapl/41/2/206.full.pdf
http://www.nhlp.org/files/Fact%20sheet%20for%20potential%20tenants%20-%20AC(final).pdf
http://www.nhlp.org/files/Fact%20sheet%20for%20potential%20tenants%20-%20AC(final).pdf
https://www.ssw.umaryland.edu/media/ssw/pari/2018/xpbfh_MD_Sex_Trafficking_Conference_Part_II.PDF
https://www.brookings.edu/research/thinking-beyond-the-box-the-use-of-criminal-records-in-college-admissions/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/03/07/higher-ed-groups-want-end-student-aid-restrictions-applicants-drug-convictions
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/03/07/higher-ed-groups-want-end-student-aid-restrictions-applicants-drug-convictions
https://mvlslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Effective-Remedies-for-Criminalized-Trafficking-Victims-CUNY-2014.pdf
https://mvlslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Effective-Remedies-for-Criminalized-Trafficking-Victims-CUNY-2014.pdf
https://www.courthousenews.com/justice-department-urged-to-reinstate-legal-funding-for-human-trafficking-victims/
https://www.courthousenews.com/justice-department-urged-to-reinstate-legal-funding-for-human-trafficking-victims/
https://nationalsurvivornetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/VacateSurveyFinal.pdf
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/consequences-policing-prostitution
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/consequences-policing-prostitution
https://codes.findlaw.com/md/commercial-law/md-code-com-law-sect-14-1324.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/118/BillText/er/PDF
https://www.ncsl.org/research/telecommunications-and-information-technology/mug-shots-and-booking-photo-websites.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/telecommunications-and-information-technology/mug-shots-and-booking-photo-websites.aspx
https://nationalsurvivornetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/VacateSurveyFinal.pdf


 

Provide Your Comments on Limiting Public Access to Certain Conviction Records 

Our Questions to You: 
Note: You are not required to answer all of these questions.  

Deadline for mailing your answers to 

these questions:  September 30, 2024 

The Maine Legislature created the Criminal Records Review Committee to consider both the harms and 

benefits of limiting public access to certain criminal conviction records, especially records of convictions 

(a) for conduct that is no longer criminal in Maine; (b) for nonviolent crimes; or (c) for conduct 

committed by victims and survivors of sexual exploitation and sex trafficking through a sealing process.  

 

The Committee invites residents of state 

correctional facilities and county jails to provide 

their thoughts on these issues.  If you are 

interested in helping the committee with its work, 

please consider answering one, a few or all of the 

following questions in writing and mailing your 

response to: 

Criminal Records Review Committee 

c/o Legislative Information Office 

100 State House Station 

Augusta, Me 04330 

 

 

What is Sealing? Under Maine law, a person 

convicted of certain low-level crimes may file a 

motion in court to “seal” their conviction.  If the 

person meets all of the requirements (for 

example, they have waited the required number 

of years after finishing their sentence without 

being convicted of a new crime) the court will 

order that the conviction be “sealed” from the 

public.  This means that most employers, lenders, 

landlords, school admissions officers, and others 

won’t learn about the conviction if they request a 

background check from the State. However, 

certain people including law enforcement, 

prosecutors and courts will still have access to 

the “sealed” conviction record. 

1. Do you already know that Maine has a process 

motion to seal process?  How much do you 

know about this process?  

2. How would you feel if you had an opportunity 

to request that your criminal conviction be 

sealed as long as you aren’t convicted of any 

new crimes for a certain number of years after 

you are released?  Would this knowledge 

impact the choices you make while you’re 

incarcerated or after you are released? 

3. The current sealing law in Maine applies only 

to (a) Class E crimes, (b) Class D Marijuana 

cultivation and possession offenses that are no 

longer illegal in Maine and (c) convictions of 

engaging in prostitution.  Do you think the law 

should remain this way or be expanded to allow 

the sealing of other types of crimes? Why? 

4. What types of incentives should the law for 

sealing criminal convictions include? (For 

example: What if a court could waive the waiting 

period for applying to seal your conviction if you 

decide to get your G.E.D., associate degree or other 

college degree after you are convicted) Do you 

think incentives would be helpful?   

 

5. What are the biggest challenges you expect to 

face when you finish your sentence? (For 

example: difficulty finding housing, employment, 

or a professional license) How does your 

criminal record impact these challenges?          

6. If you’ve previously been incarcerated, 

what were the biggest challenges you faced 

when you were released and how did your 

criminal record impact these challenges? 

7. What opportunities would you like to have 

while you are preparing for your release that 

would address some of the challenges you 

anticipate facing and how does your criminal 

record history impact the opportunities 

available to you? (For example, are there 

education programs, apprenticeships, or other 

types of programs to help you prepare for life 

after release that would be helpful?  If so, does 

how does your criminal record affect whether you 

have access to these programs now?) 

 

If you have any questions about this poster, 

please speak to: 

_________________________________ 



Restorative Justice in Maine Law 

 

The term “restorative justice” is used in Maine law largely in reference to juvenile criminal statutes.  

34-A MRSA §1001 (15-B) Restorative justice.  "Restorative justice" means a practice 
in which offenders take responsibility for causing harm and engage in a facilitated 
process with victims, family members, community members, advocates and others 
impacted by the harm that focuses on repairing the harm, addressing needs and 
preventing future harm.   

See also 15 MRSA §3204, which defines restorative justice in the same way. 

While the definition is contained in the statutes that pertain to both adult and juvenile corrections, the 
phrase is primarily used in statutes affecting juveniles, for example:  

Uses such as: 

1. Statements made during a restorative justice program are inadmissible as evidence against a 
juvenile offender – 15 MRSA §3204 

2. Requiring the Commissioner of Corrections to provide culturally informed restorative justice 
programs to juveniles – 34-A MRSA §1402 

3. Records of juvenile restorative justice programs are confidential in all instances where juvenile 
cases are sealed – 15 MRSA §3308-C 

4. Office of Victim Services is required to assist victims with obtaining the benefits of restorative 
justice – 34-A MRSA §1214 

5. Requiring the Maine School Safety Center to provide restorative justice services to schools – 20-
A MRSA §657  

6. Requiring the Department of Education to provide technical assistance to schools for restorative 
justice practices – 20-A MRSA §4014 

Finally, there is one instance in which restorative justice appears in the statutes applicable to adult 
corrections:  

1. Requiring that the Department of Public Safety develop trainings for criminal justice agencies in 
restorative justice practice with respect to the adult use of cannabis. Although this statute 
requires the development of trainings, Maine statutes do not explicitly require the use of these 
programs.  

28-B MRSA §109 Enhanced training for criminal justice agencies and 
municipalities. “The department shall develop and implement or facilitate the 
development and implementation by a public or private entity of programs or 
initiatives providing enhanced training for criminal justice agencies and municipal 
officers . . .  in restorative justice, jail diversion, cannabis industry-specific technical 
assistance and mentoring for economically disadvantaged persons in communities 
disproportionately affected by high rates of arrest and incarceration for cannabis-
related offenses. . . “ 
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There is no automatic criminal record sealing in Illinois. In order to seal a criminal conviction in 
Illinois a person must file a “Request to Expunge & Impound and/or Seal Criminal Record” form with the 
Circuit Clerk in the county where the charges or arrest arose. The court may order one of the following: 

1. Expungement: Erases arrests and court supervisions from a person’s criminal record as though it 
never happened.  

2. Sealing: Hides a person’s criminal record from most of the public. Law enforcement agencies 
can still access sealed records. Employers required by law to conduct background checks can 
access sealed felony convictions. However, these employers may not access sealed 
misdemeanor convictions or cases not resulting in convictions unless the employer is a law 
enforcement agency. 

When a record is sealed or expunged, who still has access to it? 

Some agencies will be able to access an expunged or sealed criminal record: 

• Law enforcement agencies including police departments, prosecutors, correctional 
institutions, military, and court services and Department of Child and Family Services can 
access all sealed records and some records expunges after a five year-waiting-period for 
limited purposes.  

• Any employer required by law to conduct fingerprint-based background checks can access 
sealed felony conviction records. These employers include financial institutions, fire 
departments, private carrier companies, schools, park districts, health care organizations, 
and childcare organizations.  

• An employer not listed above and members of the public may not access expunged or 
sealed records. 

If records are expunged or sealed, must a person disclose those records when asked? 

No, they do not have to tell employers about expunged or sealed criminal records.  

• On job applications a person may answer “no” to the question, “have you ever been 
convicted” if their entire criminal record was expunged or sealed. NOTE: in Illinois, private 
employers with 15 or more employees are not allowed to ask if a person has ever been 
convicted of a crime.  

• If a person has applied for expungement or sealing and the court has not issued its decision, 
if asked, they still must report their criminal record to a potential employer after an 
interview or conditional offer of employment. 

• In Illinois it is against the law for employers to ask if a person has expunged or sealed 
criminal records unless they are one of the agencies authorized by law to still access those 
records (see above). 

• If an employer discovers that a person has any expunged or sealed criminal records, they 
cannot use that against them or they will violate the Illinois Human Rights Act. 

Crimes that are expungable:  

• Arrests for misdemeanors and felonies that did not result in a conviction.  
• Convictions for misdemeanors and felonies only if:  
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o The conviction was reversed or vacated; OR 
o The person received a pardon from the Governor allowing expungement of all 

convictions on your record; OR  
o As an Honorably Discharged Veteran, the person has a Certificate of Eligibility for 

Expungement from the Prisoner Review Board allowing expungement of all convictions 
on their record; OR  

o An eligible misdemeanor or class 4 cannabis conviction under the Illinois Cannabis 
Regulation and Tax Act, 410 ILCS 705.  

• Sentences for court supervision only if:  
o 2 years have passed since the person successfully finished your court supervision, 

except the offenses listed directly below; OR  
o 5 years have passed since the person successfully finished your court supervision for:  

 Domestic Battery  
 Criminal Sexual Abuse (victim was 18 or older)  
 Operation of an Uninsured Motor Vehicle  
 Operation of a Motor Vehicle when Registration is Suspended for NonInsurance  
 Display of False Insurance Card  

o If the person is 25 or older, your Reckless Driving supervision occurred when the person 
was under 25, and the person has no other convictions.  

• Sentences of Qualified Probation, only if 5 years have passed since you successfully finished your 
qualified probation.  

Crimes that are NOT expungable: 

• Minor Traffic Offenses, unless the person was released without being charged. 
• Convictions for misdemeanors and felonies unless they were reversed, vacated, pardoned by 

the Governor, approved by the Prisoner Review Board or a cannabis conviction under the Illinois 
Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, 410 ILCS 705. 

• Court supervision or Qualified Probation that was NOT successfully completed. 
• Court supervision for the following offenses: 

o Reckless Driving (if you were 25 or older at the time) 
o Driving Under the Influence 
o Sexual Offenses Against a Minor Under Age 18 
o Convictions include a finding of guilt resulting in a sentence of: probation (other than 

Qualified Probation, successfully completed), jail or prison time, conditional discharge, 
time considered served, fines (with no other sentence), and supervisions or qualified 
probations that are not successfully completed. 

Crimes that are sealable: 

• At any time 
o Arrests that did not lead to conviction 
o Successfully completed second chance probation 
o Minor traffic offenses that were not charged 

• After 3 years from completion of last sentence 
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o Most misdemeanors and felonies (except crimes eligible “after 5 years” and “crimes that 
are NOT sealable” below. 
 If required to register for Arson, Murder or Violent offender against youth, seal 

becomes available after the person is no longer required to register 
• After 5 years 

o Certain drug related crimes 
 Cannabis 
 Controlled substances 
 Methamphetamine 
 Second Chance Probation 

• EDUCATION INCENTIVE 
o Completion of last sentence instead of 3 or 5 years if 

 High school diploma 
 Associate’s degree 
 Career certificate 
 Vocational or technical cert 
 Bachelor’s degree 
 Passed high school GED 

Crimes that are NOT sealable: 

• Minor traffic offenses 
• Driving offenses 

o DUI 
o Reckless driving (unless under 25 at the time and no other convictions for DUI or 

Reckless driving) 
• Domestic battery 
• Violation of a protection order, civil no contact order or stalking no contact order 
• Sex offenses 

o Soliciting a prostitute 
o Felony Public indecency (misdemeanor is eligible) 
o All other misdemeanor sex offenses other than prostitution 
o Offenses requiring sex offender registration 

• Animal offenses 
o Dog fighting 
o Beating or torturing an animal 
o Abandonment 
o Other care for animals misdemeanors 

• New felony convictions after having a felony conviction sealed (may also unseal prior sealed 
felony convictions) 
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Stocco, Janet

From: Sage, Rae <Rae.Sage@maine.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 2:15 PM
To: Stocco, Janet
Subject: FW: follow-up to question from Criminal Records Review Committee
Attachments: Racial Disparities - Suspension_Expulsion_Referral_Arrest 2011-2021.xlsx

This message originates from outside the Maine Legislature. 

Good Afternoon, Janet!  
 
Attached is a spreadsheet detailing racial disparities in relation to suspension and expulsion. Below is a 
detailed explanation of the data and the resources that were used to collected it as explained by our 
Research Director.  
 
Please let us know if you have any other questions!  
 
-Rae Sage 
 
From: Sullivan, Leeann <Leeann.Sullivan@maine.gov>  
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2024 10:46 AM 
To: Sage, Rae <Rae.Sage@maine.gov> 
Subject: RE: follow-up to question from Criminal Records Review Committee 
 
Hello! 
 
Attached is an excel sheet that breaks down school a) suspensions and expulsions and b) referrals and arrests by 
race, as a percent of total enrollment. You can see diƯerent years in the tabs at the bottom. I have highlighted on 
the sheet in yellow where punitive action is higher than percent enrollment and in orange where it is significantly 
higher (indicating a disparity). Note that the most recent data is from 2020-2021, which was technically a COVID 
year, and as a result, had significantly fewer students in school, and therefore fewer students penalized. I would 
read that data with caution and say that we need more years post-COVID to see whether the leveling out of 
disparities that we see is real or just a function of the dramatic impact COVID had on schools.  
 
Overall, I would say the data shows a clear trend where (pre-COVID), Black students are uniquely suspended 
and expelled AND referred and arrested at at least twice their enrollment rate. In general, other racial groups 
are generally at, around, or just below their enrollment.  
 
The source for this data is the US DOE’s Civil Rights Data Collection site – you can toggle by year at the top right of 
the page, and by area of interest as you scroll down. It’s based-on data reported to the federal government from 
schools directly. FYI, the numbers included in the excel sheet are for BOTH with and without disability, but if 
someone wanted to look at that data separately, they could toggle through it on the website. 
 
Let me know if I can help with anything else, or if you need any help interpreting the data here! 
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y capacity as 
P

erm
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m
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F
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ou m
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w
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     From
: Sage, Rae <Rae.Sage@

m
aine.gov>  

Sent: Friday, Septem
ber 13, 2024 3:32 PM

 
To: Sullivan, Leeann <Leeann.Sullivan@

m
aine.gov> 

Subject: RE: follow
-up to question from

 Crim
inal Records Review

 Com
m

ittee 
 Thank you!!  
 From

: Sullivan, Leeann <Leeann.Sullivan@
m

aine.gov>  
Sent: Friday, Septem

ber 13, 2024 12:55 PM
 

To: Sage, Rae <Rae.Sage@
m

aine.gov> 
Subject: RE: follow

-up to question from
 Crim

inal Records Review
 Com

m
ittee 

 I can pull together som
e stuƯ for you, though m

ay w
ant to connect w

ith Robby on M
onday as he drafted the edu 

IRL and m
ay have a better sense of w

hat is available. Ill connect back w
ith you by EO

D
 M

onday! 
 Leeann 
 From

: Sage, Rae <Rae.Sage@
m

aine.gov>  
Sent: Friday, Septem

ber 13, 2024 12:07 PM
 

To: Sullivan, Leeann <Leeann.Sullivan@
m

aine.gov> 
Subject: FW

: follow
-up to question from

 Crim
inal Records Review

 Com
m

ittee 
 H

i Leeann!  
 W

hen w
e gave testim

ony for the C
rim

inal Record Review
 C

om
m

ittee a question cam
e up regarding the 

school to prison pipeline and specific racial data about suspension/expulsion in M
aine. In our testim

ony 
w

e w
ere talking about the com

pounding nature of crim
inal records as som

ething that blocks access to 
housing, jobs, and education broadly.  
 Just w

ondering if you have any resources, w
e can oƯer to answ

er this question and if this kind of data is 
available! In m

y attem
pt to address this question I did note that in our conversations w

/ RJ organizations 
it has been highlighted that RJ practices are potentially not being m

ade available to youth of color in the 
sam

e capacity, but w
e hadn’t yet seen specific data to back that up.  

 ~,1,, 
~ 
~ 
~ 
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2020-2021

2020-2021

One or more 
OOS 
Suspensions

One or more 
ISS Explusions

Total 
Suspensions or 
Explusions

Overall 
Enrollment Referral Arrest

AIAN 32 15 1 48 1114 AIAN 2 0
Asian 10 6 0 16 2376 Asian 0 0
Black 65 44 0 109 7138 Black 0 0
Hispanic 50 29 0 79 4513 Hispanic 0 0

Hawaiian 0 1 0 1 178 Hawaiian 0 0

Two or more 45 28 0 73 5155 Two or more 2 0
White 1850 963 22 2835 146676 White 121 1

TOTAL 3161 167150 125 1

2020-2021 2020-2021

S/E Rate
Enrollment 
Rate

Referral 
Rate

Arrest 
Rate

Enrollment 
Rate

AIAN 2% 1% AIAN 2% 0% 1%
Asian 1% 1% Asian 0% 0% 1%
Black 3% 4% Black 0% 0% 4%
Hispanic 2% 3% Hispanic 0% 0% 3%

Hawaiian 0% 0% Hawaiian 0% 0% 0%

Two or more 2% 3% Two or more 2% 0% 3%
White 90% 88% White 97% 100% 88%

https://civilrightsdata.ed.gov/profile/us/me?surveyYear=2020 
This data comes from a COVID year and should be read with caution. More data will be needed to understand whether these patterns persisted in the years since 2020. 
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2019

NO DATA AVAILABLE DUE TO COVID-19
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2017-2018

2017-2018

One or more 
OOS 
Suspensions

One or more 
ISS Explusions

Total 
Suspensions or 
Explusions

Overall 
Enrollment Referral Arrest

AIAN 59 68 3 130 1221 AIAN 4 1
Asian 43 44 0 87 2661 Asian 2 0
Black 427 534 3 964 6646 Black 47 7
Hispanic 165 134 2 301 3858 Hispanic 6 0

Hawaiian 4 2 0 6 209 Hawaiian 0 0

Two or more 157 126 1 284 4323 Two or more 8 1
White 6034 5066 104 11204 157463 White 502 34

TOTAL 12976 176381 569 43

2017-2018 2017-2018

S/E Rate Enrollment Rate
Referral 
Rate

Arrest 
Rate

Enrollment 
Rate

AIAN 1% 1% AIAN 1% 2% 1%
Asian 1% 2% Asian 0% 0% 2%
Black 7% 4% Black 8% 16% 4%
Hispanic 2% 2% Hispanic 1% 0% 2%

Hawaiian 0% 0% Hawaiian 0% 0% 0%

Two or more 2% 2% Two or more 1% 2% 2%
White 86% 89% White 88% 79% 89%

https://civilrightsdata.ed.gov/profile/us/me?surveyYear=2017
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2015-2016

2015-2016
One or more OOS 
Suspensions

One or more 
ISS Explusions

Total 
Suspensions or 
Explusions

Overall 
Enrollment Referral Arrest

AIAN 114 71 4 189 1441 AIAN 4 0
Asian 54 52 2 108 2833 Asian 8 2
Black 526 543 14 1083 6260 Black 33 0
Hispanic 196 157 6 359 3626 Hispanic 20 0

Hawaiian 4 4 0 8 270 Hawaiian 0 0
Two or 
more 206 166 6 378 3727 Two or more 14 2
White 5707 4547 172 10426 160303 White 754 16

TOTAL 12551 178460 833 20

2015-2016 2015-2016

S/E Rate
Enrollment 
Rate

Referral 
Rate

Arrest 
Rate

Enrollment 
Rate

AIAN 2% 1% AIAN 0% 0% 1%
Asian 1% 2% Asian 1% 0% 2%
Black 9% 4% Black 4% 0% 4%
Hispanic 3% 2% Hispanic 2% 0% 2%

Hawaiian 0% 0% Hawaiian 0% 0% 0%

Two or more 3% 2% Two or more 2% 10% 2%
White 83% 90% White 91% 80% 90%

https://civilrightsdata.ed.gov/profile/us/me?surveyYear=2015
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2013-2014

2013-2014
One or more OOS 
Suspensions One or more ISS Explusions

Total 
Suspensions or 
Explusions

Overall 
Enrollment Referal Arrest

AIAN 62 86 0 148 1339 AIAN 6 0
Asian 51 40 0 91 2838 Asian 8 0
Black 466 432 10 908 5919 Black 46 2
Hispanic 223 145 4 372 3189 Hispanic 18 0
Hawaiian 6 6 0 12 304 Hawaiian 0 0
Two or more 124 113 8 245 2956 Two or more 22 0
White 5550 4718 216 10484 158810 White 598 31

TOTAL 12260 175355 698 33

2013-2014 2013-2014

S/E Rate Enrollment Rate
Referal 
Rate

Arrest 
Rate

Enrollment 
Rate

AIAN 1% 1% AIAN 1% 0% 1%
Asian 1% 2% Asian 1% 0% 2%
Black 7% 3% Black 7% 6% 3%
Hispanic 3% 2% Hispanic 3% 0% 2%
Hawaiian 0% 0% Hawaiian 0% 0% 0%
Two or more 2% 2% Two or more 3% 0% 2%
White 86% 91% White 86% 94% 91%

https://civilrightsdata.ed.gov/profile/us/me?surveyYear=2013
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2011-2012

2011-2012

One or more 
OOS 
Suspensions

One or 
more ISS Explusions

Total 
Suspensions or 
Explusions

Overall 
Enrollment Referral Arrest

AIAN 106 101 0 207 1481 AIAN 10 0
Asian 70 42 2 114 3034 Asian 12 4
Black 585 401 10 996 5753 Black 51 2
Hispanic 239 135 6 380 3016 Hispanic 26 4

Hawaiian 8 2 0 10 335 Hawaiian 4 0

Two or more 144 100 2 246 2100 Two or more 12 4
White 6828 4883 142 11853 166036 White 676 114

TOTAL 13806 181755 791 128

2011-2012 2011-2012

S/E Rate
Enrollment 
Rate

Referral 
Rate

Arrest 
Rate

Enrollment 
Rate

AIAN 1% 1% AIAN 1% 0% 1%
Asian 1% 2% Asian 2% 0% 2%
Black 7% 3% Black 6% 2% 3%
Hispanic 3% 2% Hispanic 3% 0% 2%

Hawaiian 0% 0% Hawaiian 0% 0% 0%

Two or more 2% 1% Two or more 2% 3% 1%
White 86% 91% White 85% 89% 91%

https://civilrightsdata.ed.gov/profile/us/me?surveyYear=2011
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State of Maine Judicial Branch
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Home → Criminal Cases → Sealing Your Criminal Record

Sealing Your Criminal Record
On August 9, 2024, changes to Maine law regarding sealing the record of certain criminal convictions went into
effect. As of this date, individuals may file a request with the court to seal the record of their conviction if they
meet the requirements set forth in the statute. Sealing is not automatic.

Criminal convictions eligible for sealing

The former Class E crime of Engaging in Prostitution

The process for sealing records for the former Class E crime of Engaging in Prostitution is different than other
criminal convictions. Please see the eligibility information and process on this page (sealing-prostitution.html) .

Other criminal convictions that can be sealed under this process are:

A current or former Class E crime (except for certain sexual assaults
(https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Ach11sec0.html) );
A conviction for certain marijuana-related crimes described below (if the crime was committed prior to
January 30, 2017):

Aggravated trafficking, furnishing or cultivation of scheduled drugs under Title 17-A, former
section 1105 when

 the person was convicted of cultivating scheduled drugs,
the scheduled drug was marijuana, and
the crime committed was a Class D crime.

Aggravated cultivating of marijuana under Title 17-A, section 1105-D
(https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec1105-D.html) , subsection 1, paragraph A,
subparagraph (4);
Aggravated cultivating of marijuana under Title 17-A, section 1105-D
(https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec1105-D.html) , subsection 1, paragraph B-1,
subparagraph (4);
Aggravated cultivating of marijuana under Title 17-A, section 1105-D
(https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec1105-D.html) , subsection 1, paragraph D,
subparagraph (4); and
Unlawful possession of a scheduled drug under Title 17-A, former section 1107 when

that drug was marijuana, and
the underlying crime was a Class D crime.

Additional requirements
If a conviction is eligible for sealing, the following additional requirements must be met:
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It has been at least 4 years since you fully completed the sentence imposed, including any imprisonment,
probation, administrative release, fine payments, license suspension, restitution and/or community service.
You have no other adult criminal convictions in Maine and have not had a case dismissed because of a
deferred disposition since completing your sentence for this offense.
You have no other criminal convictions in another state or jurisdiction since completing your sentence for
this offense.
You have no pending criminal charges in Maine or in another state or federal court.

Process to request that a conviction be sealed

The Judicial Branch provides a court form, Motion to Seal Criminal History (CR-218)
(https://mjbportal.courts.maine.gov/CourtForms/FormsLists/DownloadForm?strFormNumber=CR-218) , on the
Forms (https://www.courts.maine.gov/forms/index.html) page of the website. A paper version of this form can
also be obtained from any District Court clerk’s office. Complete the form and return to the clerk’s office for the
court in which the conviction occurred. 

You may hire an attorney to help file the Motion to Seal, or you may file the Motion yourself (pro se). The State
will be represented by the prosecutor’s office that handled the original case.

The court will schedule a hearing.  At the hearing the court will review the statutory requirements and will grant
the motion and order the conviction sealed if you have shown that each requirement has been met by a
preponderance of the evidence (more likely than not).

If the motion is granted and an order sealing conviction is issued, the court will send notice of the sealing to the
State Bureau of Identification (https://www.maine.gov/dps/msp/about/sbi) (the agency maintaining criminal
history records for the State of Maine).  The State Bureau of Identification will then seal the conviction and mail
a notice to you that this has been done. 

See 15 M.R.S. § 2264 (https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/15/title15sec2264.html) (Post-Judgment Motion to
Seal Criminal History Record; Motion and hearing; process).

What is "sealing"?

If your Maine criminal conviction is sealed under this process, it means that you may respond to inquiries from
persons other than criminal justice agencies, the court, and other entities described in 15 M.R.S. § 2265 as if the
conviction had not occurred. The record is not completely erased (Maine does not have “expungement”), but the
record will not be disclosed to third parties, including employers, lenders, landlords, school admissions officers,
and others.

 

Related Links

State Bureau of Identification
Motion to Seal Criminal History (CR-218)
Sealing Criminal Records of Convictions for the Former Class E Crime of Engaging in Prostitution
Juvenile Court: Confidentiality & Court Records
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MAINE JUDICIAL BRANCH 

STATE OF MAINE 

V. 

Defendant ---------------

Defendant's DOB (mm/dd/yyyy): ---------

"X" the court for filing: 
0 Superior Court O District Court 
D Unified Criminal Docket 
County: 
Location (Town): 

----------
Docket No.: ___________ _ 

MOTION TO SEAL CRIMINAL HISTORY 
15 M.R.S. §§ 2263-2264 

Now comes the defendant and moves, pursuant to 15 M.R.S.§ 2263, to seal Defendant's criminal history. In 
support of this motion, Defendant states: 

1. Defendant was convicted of the following crime of (name of crime) ____________ _ 

on (mm/dd/yyyy) ____________ . This crime is eligible for sealing under 15 M.R.S. § 
2261(6). 

2. It has been at least 4 years since Defendant fully completed the sentence imposed, including any 
incarceration, probation, administrative release, license suspension, fine payments, restitution and/or 
community service. 

3. Defendant has no other adult criminal convictions in Maine and has not had a case dismissed as the 
result of a deferred disposition since completing their sentence for this offence. 

4. Defendant has no other criminal convictions in another state or jurisdiction since completing their 
sentence for this offense. 

5. Defendant has no pending criminal charges in Maine or in another jurisdiction. 

Defendant moves this Court to order special restrictions on dissemination and use of Defendant's criminal 
history record information relating to Defendant's prior criminal conviction in this matter. 

Date (mm/dd/yyyy): ______ _ 

Defendant's Attorney and Maine Bar No. 
(Having an attorney is not required for filing) 

► 
-------------------

Defendant's Signature 

Defendant's Mailing Address 

ADA Notice: The Maine Judicial Branch complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you need a reasonable 
accommodation, contact the Court Access Coordinator, accessibility@courts.maine.gov, or a court clerk. 

Language Services: For language assistance and interpreters, contact a court clerk or interpreters@courts.malne.gov, 

CR-218, Rev. 7/24 Page 1 of 1 www.courts.maine.gov 
Motion to Seal Criminal History 



State of Maine Judicial Branch

 COURT ALERTS IN EFFECT.  See Active Alerts

Home → Criminal Cases → Sealing Criminal Records of Convictions for the Former Class E Crime of
Engaging in Prostitution

Sealing Criminal Records of Convictions for the
Former Class E Crime of Engaging in Prostitution
Criminal convictions often have collateral consequences — meaning things that could impact your life and your
future, in addition to the sentence imposed by the court.

The Maine Legislature has approved a process by which persons convicted of the former Class E crime of
Engaging in Prostitution (https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec853-A.html) may have their
records sealed if:

(1) At least 1 year has passed since your sentence alternative has been fully satisfied. Sentencing alternatives
include at least one of the following:

Unconditional discharge;
A split sentence of imprisonment with probation or administrative release;
A fully suspended term of imprisonment with probation or administrative release;
A term of imprisonment;
A term of imprisonment followed by a period of supervised release;
A fine; or
A specified number of hours of community service work.

AND

(2) You have not been convicted of one of the following Maine crimes:

Aggravated Sex Trafficking;
Sex Trafficking;
Engaging a Prostitute;
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Minor or Person with Mental Disability; or
Engaging in substantially similar conduct in another jurisdiction.

Process to request that a conviction for engaging in prostitution be
sealed

File Form CR-289 (https://mjbportal.courts.maine.gov/CourtForms/FormsLists/DownloadForm?
strFormNumber=CR-289) with the clerk’s office for the court in which the conviction occurred. 

You may do this with an attorney, or you may represent yourself (pro se). The State will be represented by a
prosecutor from the office that handled the original case.
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The court will schedule a hearing. At the hearing the court will review the requirements listed above and will
grant the motion and order the conviction sealed if the person filing the motion has proven by a "preponderance
of the evidence" (meaning "more likely than not") that each requirement has been met.

If the motion is granted, and an order sealing conviction is issued, the court will send notice of the sealing to the
State Bureau of Identification (https://www.maine.gov/dps/msp/about/sbi) (the agency maintaining criminal
history records for the State of Maine).  The State Bureau of Identification will then seal the conviction and send
notice that this has been done to the person's last known address. 

See 15 M.R.S. § 2264 (https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/15/title15sec2264.html) (Post-Judgment Motion to
Seal Criminal History Record; Motion and hearing; process).

What is "sealing"?

If your Maine criminal conviction is sealed under this process, it means that you may respond to inquiries from
persons other than criminal justice agencies, the court, and other entities described in 15 M.R.S. § 2265 as if the
conviction had not occurred. The record is not completely erased (Maine does not have "expungement"), but the
record will not be disclosed to third parties, including employers, lenders, landlords, school admissions officers,
and others.

Related Links

State Bureau of Identification
Motion to Seal Conviction for Engaging in Prostitution CR-289
Sealing Criminal Records
Juvenile Court: Confidentiality & Court Records
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STATE OF MAINE  “X” the court for filing: 
   Superior Court  District Court  
V.   Unified Criminal Docket 
  County:  
 Defendant Location (Town):  
  Docket No.:   
Defendant’s DOB (mm/dd/yyyy):   
 

MOTION TO SEAL CONVICTION FOR ENGAGING IN PROSTITUTION 
15 M.R.S.A. § 2262-A 

 
Now comes the defendant and moves pursuant to 15 M.R.S.A. §§ 2262-A and 2263, to seal Defendant’s 
criminal conviction for Engaging in Prostitution, a Class E crime, under 17-A M.R.S.A., former § 853-A.  In 
support of this motion, Defendant states:  
 

1. Defendant was convicted of the Class E crime of Engaging in Prostitution on (mm/dd/yyyy)                     
             . This crime is eligible for sealing under 15 M.R.S.A. § 2261(6) and §2262-A.  

 
2. It has been at least 1 year since Defendant fully satisfied each of the sentencing alternatives 

imposed, including any incarceration, probation, administrative release, license suspension, fine 
payments, restitution and/or community service.  

 
3. Defendant has not been convicted of a violation of Aggravated Sex Trafficking, Sex Trafficking, 

Engaging in Prostitute, Patronizing Prostitution of Minor or Person with Mental Disability, or for 
engaging in substantially similar conduct in another jurisdiction. 

 
Defendant moves this Court to order sealing of Defendant’s criminal history record information relating to 
Defendant’s prior criminal conviction for Engaging in Prostitution in this matter. 
 
 

Date (mm/dd/yyyy):   ►  

   Defendant’s Signature 
   
   

   

   Defendant’s Mailing Address 
    
    

 
  Defendant’s Attorney and Maine Bar No. (if 

applicable) 
 

□ □ 
□ 



(September 2024) 

Post-Judgment Motions to Seal Criminal History Record Information 
 

Title 15, Chapter 310-A of the Maine Revised Statutes 
(effective August 8, 2022) 

 
 

 # Motions 
Filed 

# Motions 
Granted 

# Motions 
Denied 

# Motions 
Pending 

2023 14 6 3 5 

2024  
(through 9/6/24) 18 6 8 denied 

1 moot 3 

 



The Vermont Statutes Online

The Vermont Statutes Online does not include the actions of the 2024 session of the General Assembly. We expect them to be updated by November 1st.

NOTE: The Vermont Statutes Online is an unofficial copy of the Vermont Statutes Annotated that is provided as a convenience.

Title 13: Crimes and Criminal Procedure

Chapter 231: Uniform Collateral Consequences of Conviction

§ 8001. Short title

This chapter may be cited as the Uniform Collateral Consequences of Conviction Act. (Added 2013, No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), §
1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016.)

§ 8002. Definitions

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Collateral consequence” means a mandatory sanction or a discretionary disqualification.

(2) “Conviction” includes an adjudication for delinquency for purposes of this chapter only, unless otherwise specified.
“Convicted” has a corresponding meaning.

(3) “Court” means the Criminal Division of the Superior Court.

(4) “Decision-maker” means the State acting through a department, agency, officer, or instrumentality, including a
political subdivision, educational institution, board, or commission, or its employees or a government contractor, including a
subcontractor, made subject to this chapter by contract, by law other than this chapter, or by ordinance.

(5) “Discretionary disqualification” means a penalty, disability, or disadvantage that an administrative agency,
governmental official, or court in a civil proceeding is authorized, but not required, to impose on an individual on grounds
relating to the individual’s conviction of an offense. Discretionary disqualifications do not encompass charging decisions,
such as the imposition of pre-charge diversion or intervention programs.

(6) “Mandatory sanction” means a penalty, disability, or disadvantage imposed on an individual as a result of the
individual’s conviction of an offense which applies by operation of law whether or not the penalty, disability, or
disadvantage is included in the judgment or sentence. The term does not include imprisonment, probation, parole,
supervised release, forfeiture, restitution, fine, assessment, or costs of prosecution.

(7) “Offense” means a felony, misdemeanor, or delinquent act under the laws of this State, another state, or the United
States.

(8) “Incarceration” means confinement in jail or prison.

(9) “State” means a state of the U.S., the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, or any
territory or insular possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. (Added 2013, No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1,
2016.)

§ 8003. Limitation on scope

(a) This chapter does not provide a basis for:

(1) invalidating a plea, conviction, or sentence;

(2) a cause of action for money damages;

(3) a claim for relief from or defense to the application of a collateral consequence based on a failure to comply with
this chapter; or

(4) seeking relief from a collateral consequence imposed by another state or the United States or a subdivision,
agency, or instrumentality thereof, unless the law of such jurisdiction provides for such relief.

(b) This chapter shall not affect:

(1) the duty an individual’s attorney owes to the individual;

(2) a claim or right of a victim of an offense; or
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(3) a right or remedy under law other than this chapter available to an individual convicted of an offense. (Added 2013,
No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016.)

§ 8004. Identification, collection, and publication of laws regarding collateral consequences

(a)(1) The Attorney General shall:

(A) identify or cause to be identified any provision in this State’s Constitution, statutes, and administrative rules
which imposes a mandatory sanction or authorizes the imposition of a discretionary disqualification and any provision of
law that may afford relief from a collateral consequence;

(B) prepare or compile from available sources a collection of citations to, and the text or short descriptions of, the
provisions identified under subdivision (a)(1)(A) of this section not later than January 1, 2016; and

(C) update the collection provided under subdivision (B) of this subdivision (1) annually by January 1.

(2) In complying with subdivision (a)(1) of this section, the Attorney General may rely on or incorporate the summary of
this State’s mandatory sanctions, discretionary disqualifications, and relief provisions prepared by the National Institute of
Justice described in Section 510 of the Court Security Improvement Act of 2007, Pub. L. No. 110-177, § 510, 121 Stat. 2534
(2008) as it exists and as it may be amended.

(b) The Attorney General shall include or cause to be included the following statements in a prominent manner at the
beginning of the collection required by subsection (a) of this section:

(1) This collection has not been enacted into law and does not have the force of law.

(2) An error or omission in this collection or any reference work cited in this collection is not a reason for invalidating a
plea, conviction, or sentence or for not imposing a mandatory sanction or authorizing a discretionary disqualification.

(3) The laws of other jurisdictions that impose additional mandatory sanctions and authorize additional discretionary
disqualifications are not included in this collection.

(4) This collection does not include any law or other provision regarding the imposition of or relief from a mandatory
sanction or a discretionary disqualification enacted or adopted after [insert date the collection was prepared or last
updated].

(c) The Attorney General shall publish or cause to be published the collection prepared and updated as required by
subsection (a) of this section.

(d) The Attorney General shall publish or cause to be published as part of the collection the title and Internet address, if
available, of the most recent collection of:

(1) the collateral consequences imposed by federal law; and

(2) any provision of federal law that may afford relief from a collateral consequence.

(e) An agency that adopts a rule pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §§ 836-844 that implicates collateral consequences to a conviction
shall forward a copy of the rule to the Attorney General. (Added 2013, No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016.)

§ 8005. Notice of collateral consequences and eligibility for expungement in pretrial proceeding

(a) When an individual receives formal notice that the individual is charged with an offense, the court shall provide either
oral or written notice substantially similar to the following to be communicated to the individual:

(1) If you plead guilty or are convicted of an offense, you may suffer additional legal consequences beyond jail or
prison, home confinement, probation, and fines. These consequences may include:

(A) being unable to get or keep some licenses, permits, or jobs;

(B) being unable to get or keep benefits such as public housing or education;

(C) receiving a harsher sentence if you are convicted of another offense in the future;

(D) having the government take your property;

(E) being unable to serve in the military or on a jury;

(F) being unable to possess a firearm; and

(G) being unable to exercise your right to vote if you move to another state.

(2) If you are not a U.S. citizen, a guilty plea or conviction may also result in your deportation, removal, exclusion from
admission to the United States, or denial of citizenship.
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(3) The law may provide ways to obtain some relief from these consequences.

(4) Further information about the consequences of conviction is available on the Internet at
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/13/231.

(b) Before the court accepts a plea of guilty or nolo contendere from an individual, the court shall:

(1) confirm that the individual received the notice required by subsection (a) of this section and had an opportunity to
discuss the notice with counsel, if represented, and understands that there may be collateral consequences to a conviction;
and

(2) provide written notice, as part of a written plea agreement or through another form, of the following:

(A) that collateral consequences may apply because of the conviction;

(B) the Internet address of the collection of laws published under this chapter;

(C) that there may be ways to obtain relief from collateral consequences;

(D) that the conviction may be eligible for expungement or sealing pursuant to section 7602 of this title;

(E) contact information for government or nonprofit agencies, groups, or organizations, if any, offering assistance to
individuals seeking relief from collateral consequences; and

(F) that conviction of a crime in this State does not prohibit an individual from voting in this State. (Added 2013, No.
181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016; amended 2017, No. 57, § 1.)

§ 8006. Notice of collateral consequences and eligibility for expungement upon release

(a) Prior to the completion of a sentence, an individual in the custody of the Commissioner of Corrections shall be given
written notice of the following:

(1) that collateral consequences may apply because of the conviction;

(2) the Internet address of the collection of laws published under this chapter;

(3) that there may be ways to obtain relief from collateral consequences;

(4) that the conviction may be eligible for expungement or sealing pursuant to section 7602 of this title;

(5) contact information for government or nonprofit agencies, groups, or organizations, if any, offering assistance to
individuals seeking relief from collateral consequences; and

(6) that conviction of a crime in this State does not prohibit an individual from voting in this State.

(b) For persons sentenced to incarceration, the notice shall be provided not more than 30 days and at least 10 days
before completion of the sentence. If the sentence is for a term of less than 30 days then notice shall be provided when the
sentence is completed.

(c) For persons receiving a sentence involving community supervision, such as probation, furlough, home confinement,
conditional reentry, or parole, the notice shall be provided by the Department of Corrections in keeping with its mission of
ensuring rehabilitation and public safety.

(d) For persons receiving a penalty involving a fine only, the court shall, at the time of the judgment, provide either oral or
written notice that the conviction may be eligible for expungement or sealing pursuant to section 7602 of this title. (Added
2013, No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016; amended 2017, No. 57, § 2.)

§ 8007. Authorization required for mandatory sanction; ambiguity

(a) A mandatory sanction may be imposed only by statute or ordinance or by a rule adopted in the manner provided in 3
V.S.A. §§ 836-844. A law or rule shall impose unambiguously a collateral consequence in order for a court to impose a
collateral consequence.

(b) A law creating a collateral consequence that is ambiguous as to whether it imposes an automatic mandatory sanction
or whether it authorizes a decision-maker to disqualify a person based upon his or her conviction shall be construed as
authorizing a discretionary disqualification. (Added 2013, No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016.)

§ 8008. Decision to disqualify

In deciding whether to impose a discretionary disqualification, a decision-maker shall undertake an individualized
assessment to determine whether the benefit or opportunity at issue should be denied the individual. In making that
decision, the decision-maker may consider, if substantially related to the benefit or opportunity at issue, the particular facts
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and circumstances involved in the offense and the essential elements of the offense. A conviction itself may not be
considered except as having established the elements of the offense. The decision-maker shall also consider other
relevant information, including the effect on third parties of granting the benefit or opportunity and whether the individual
has been granted relief such as an order of limited relief or a certificate of restoration of rights. (Added 2013, No. 181 (Adj.
Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016.)

§ 8009. Effect of conviction by another state or the United States; relieved or pardoned conviction

(a) For purposes of authorizing or imposing a collateral consequence in this State, a conviction of an offense in a court of
another state or the United States is deemed a conviction of the offense in this State with the same elements. If there is no
offense in this State with the same elements, the conviction is deemed a conviction of the most serious offense in this State
which is established by the elements of the offense. A misdemeanor in the jurisdiction of conviction may not be deemed a
felony in this State, and an offense lesser than a misdemeanor in the jurisdiction of conviction may not be deemed a
conviction of a felony or misdemeanor in this State.

(b) For purposes of authorizing or imposing a collateral consequence in this State, a juvenile adjudication in another
state or the United States may not be deemed a conviction of a felony, misdemeanor, or offense lesser than a
misdemeanor in this State, but may be deemed a juvenile adjudication for the delinquent act in this State with the same
elements. If there is no delinquent act in this State with the same elements, the juvenile adjudication is deemed an
adjudication of the most serious delinquent act in this State which is established by the elements of the offense.

(c) A conviction that is reversed, overturned, or otherwise vacated by a court of competent jurisdiction of this State,
another state, or the United States on grounds other than rehabilitation or good behavior may not serve as the basis for
authorizing or imposing a collateral consequence in this State.

(d) A pardon issued by another state or the United States has the same effect for purposes of authorizing, imposing, and
relieving a collateral consequence in this State as it has in the issuing jurisdiction.

(e) A conviction that has been relieved by expungement, sealing, annulment, set-aside, or vacation by a court of
competent jurisdiction of another state or the United States on grounds of rehabilitation or good behavior, or for which civil
rights are restored pursuant to statute, has the same effect for purposes of authorizing or imposing collateral
consequences in this State as it has in the jurisdiction of conviction. However, such relief or restoration of civil rights does
not relieve collateral consequences applicable under the law of this State for which relief could not be granted under
section 8012 of this title or for which relief was expressly withheld by the court order or by the law of the jurisdiction that
relieved the conviction. An individual convicted in another jurisdiction may seek relief under section 8010 or 8011 of this title
from any collateral consequence for which relief was not granted in the issuing jurisdiction, other than those listed in
section 8012 of this title, and the court shall consider that the conviction was relieved or civil rights restored in deciding
whether to issue an order of limited relief or certificate of restoration of rights.

(f) A charge or prosecution in any jurisdiction which has been finally terminated without a conviction and imposition of
sentence based on successful participation in a deferred adjudication or diversion program may not serve as the basis for
authorizing or imposing a collateral consequence in this State. This subsection does not affect the validity of any restriction
or condition imposed by law as part of participation in the deferred adjudication or diversion program, before or after the
termination of the charge or prosecution. (Added 2013, No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016.)

§ 8010. Order of limited relief

(a) An individual convicted of an offense may petition for an order of limited relief from one or more mandatory sanctions
related to employment, education, housing, public benefits, or occupational licensing. The individual seeking an order of
relief shall provide the prosecutor’s office with notice of his or her petition. After notice, the petition may be presented to
the sentencing court at or before sentencing or to the Superior Court at any time after sentencing. If the petition is filed
prior to sentencing, it shall be treated as a motion in the criminal case. If the petition is filed after sentencing, it shall be
treated as a post-judgment motion.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in section 8012 of this title, the court may issue an order of limited relief relieving one or
more of the mandatory sanctions described in this chapter if, after reviewing the petition, the individual’s criminal history
record, any filing by a victim under section 8014 of this title, and any other relevant evidence, it finds the individual has
established by a preponderance of the evidence that:

(1) granting the petition will materially assist the individual in obtaining or maintaining employment, education, housing,
public benefits, or occupational licensing;

(2) the individual has substantial need for the relief requested in order to live a law-abiding life; and
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(3) granting the petition would not pose an unreasonable risk to the safety or welfare of the public or any individual.

(c) The order of limited relief shall specify:

(1) the mandatory sanction from which relief is granted; and

(2) any restriction imposed pursuant to subsections 8013(a) and (b) of this title.

(d) An order of limited relief relieves a mandatory sanction to the extent provided in the order.

(e) If a mandatory sanction has been relieved pursuant to this section, a decision-maker may consider the conduct
underlying a conviction as provided in subsection 8008 of this title. (Added 2013, No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016.)

§ 8011. Certificate of restoration of rights

(a) An individual convicted of an offense may petition the court for a certificate of restoration of rights relieving
mandatory sanctions not sooner than five years after the individual’s most recent conviction of a felony or misdemeanor in
any jurisdiction, or not sooner than five years after the individual’s release from incarceration pursuant to a criminal
sentence in any jurisdiction, whichever is later. The individual seeking restoration of rights shall provide the prosecutor’s
office with notice of his or her petition.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in section 8012 of this title, the court may issue a certificate of restoration of rights if,
after reviewing the petition, the individual’s criminal history, any filing by a victim under section 8015 of this title or a
prosecuting attorney, and any other relevant evidence, it finds the individual has established by a preponderance of the
evidence that:

(1) the individual is engaged in or seeking to engage in a lawful occupation or activity, including employment, training,
education, or rehabilitative programs, or the individual otherwise has a lawful source of support;

(2) the individual is not in violation of the terms of any criminal sentence or that any failure to comply is justified,
excused, involuntary, or insubstantial;

(3) a criminal charge is not pending against the individual; and

(4) granting the petition would not pose an unreasonable risk to the safety or welfare of the public or to any individual.

(c) A certificate of restoration of rights must specify any restriction imposed and mandatory sanction from which relief has
not been granted under section 8013 of this title.

(d) A certificate of restoration of rights relieves all mandatory sanctions, except those listed in section 8012 of this title
and any others specifically excluded in the certificate.

(e) If a mandatory sanction has been relieved pursuant to this section, a decision-maker may consider the conduct
underlying a conviction as provided in section 8008 of this title. (Added 2013, No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016.)

§ 8012. Discretionary disqualifications and mandatory sanctions not subject to order of limited relief or certificate of
restoration of rights

(a) An order of limited relief or certificate of restoration of rights may not be issued to relieve the following mandatory
sanctions:

(1) requirements imposed by chapter 167, subchapter 3 of this title (sex offender registration; law enforcement
notification);

(2) a motor vehicle license suspension, revocation, limitation, or ineligibility pursuant to Title 23 for which restoration
or relief is available; or

(3) ineligibility for employment by law enforcement agencies, including the Office of the Attorney General, State’s
Attorney, police departments, sheriff’s departments, State Police, or the Department of Corrections.

(b) An order of limited relief or certificate of restoration of rights may not be issued to relieve a discretionary
disqualification or mandatory sanction imposed due to:

(1) a conviction of a listed crime as defined in section 5301 of this title; or

(2) a conviction of trafficking of regulated drugs pursuant to 18 V.S.A. chapter 84. (Added 2013, No. 181 (Adj. Sess.), § 1,
eff. Jan. 1, 2016.)

§ 8013. Issuance, modification, and revocation of order of limited relief and certificate of restoration of rights
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trusts and estates, family law, criminal law and other areas where uniformity of state law is desirable. 
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WHY YOUR STATE SHOULD ADOPT THE 

MODEL COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES OF CONVICTION ACT 
 

When contemplating a guilty plea or facing a conviction, criminal defendants are generally aware of the 
jail time or fines associated with these outcomes. However, many criminal defendants are not informed 
of the numerous disqualifications and legal disabilities (“collateral consequences”) that also accompany 
a conviction, such as bars to professional licenses or government housing. The Model Collateral 
Consequences of Conviction Act (the "Act") requires enacting states to advise criminal defendants of the 
potential consequences associated with a conviction or guilty plea, and creates a new mechanism to 
allow relief from these consequences when appropriate. By modernizing the law on collateral 
consequences, the Act creates new opportunities for individuals with criminal convictions to re-enter 
society and provide meaningful contributions. 
 
States should enact the Act for the following reasons: 

 
• The Act promotes fairness and justice by requiring defendants to be notified about collateral 

consequences at important parts of their case.  

• The Act adds clarity by requiring documentation of all collateral consequences contained in a 
state’s laws and regulations and provisions for avoiding or mitigating them. Furthermore, the Act 
requires collateral sanctions to be authorized by statute, which limits the confusion that may 
result from sanctions imposed by ordinance, policy, or administrative rule without notice to the 
public. 

• The Act promotes successful reentry by removing barriers, when appropriate, to successful and 
productive reintegration for ex-offenders. Ex-offenders are able to seek relief from collateral 
consequences as early as the sentencing phase, with additional opportunities in the years 
following when they have demonstrated a dedication to law-abiding conduct and when the 
restoration of their rights would not pose an unreasonable public safety risk.  

• The Act ensures competent representation by requiring the court to confirm with the defendant 
that their attorney has advised them of the collateral consequences associated with a guilty plea 
or conviction. This additional check on legal representation ensures that defendants are 
represented by constitutionally competent counsel. 

• The Act permits discretionary relief by allowing a court or agency to remove a collateral 
sanction’s automatic bar and instead determine eligibility on an individual basis.  

 
For further information about the Model Collateral Consequences of Conviction Act, please contact ULC 
Legislative Counsel Jane Sternecky at 312-450-6622 or jsternecky@uniformlaws.org.   
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Stocco, Janet

From: Frankie Cintron <fcintron1979@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 8:37 AM
To: Criminal Records Review Committee
Subject: Re:

ÑőŔƚШůĲƚƚċŊĲШŸƖŔŊŔŰċƣĲƚШŉƖŸůШŸƨƣƚŔĬĲШƣőĲШ~ċŔŰĲШxĲŊŔƚũċƣƨƖĲЮ 

Hello my name is Frank cintron I am trying to see who I can contact about getting some things off my 
record I'm sponged I have a business for the last 3 years been out of trouble for a while last 6 years or so 
or more trying to see about protecting my business my home my kids just seeing who I can speak to 
regarding the situation Thank you 
 
On Fri, Sep 13, 2024, 8:28 AM Criminal Records Review Committee 
<CriminalRecordsReviewCommittee@legislature.maine.gov> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Cintron, 

  

Thank you for providing comments to the Criminal Records Review Committee.  Your email will be shared 
with committee members at the next committee meeting. 

  

The State Bureau of Identification’s website has information about how an individual can obtain a copy of 
their criminal history record information. You can also reach them at (207) 624-7240. 

  

Sincerely,  

CRRC Staff 

  

  

From: Frankie Cintron <fcintron1979@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 9:21 PM 
To: Criminal Records Review Committee <CriminalRecordsReviewCommittee@legislature.maine.gov> 
Subject:  

  

ÑőŔƚШůĲƚƚċŊĲШŸƖŔŊŔŰċƣĲƚШŉƖŸůШŸƨƣƚŔĬĲШƣőĲШ~ċŔŰĲШxĲŊŔƚũċƣƨƖĲЮ 
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Hello my name is Frank cintron who do I contact about my record please  



Laura Chavez, Ph.D.

Director of Research and Data

The Clean Slate Initiative

Criminal Records Review Committee

Tuesday, September 24, 2024

Public Comment in Support of Clean Slate in Maine

To Senator Donna Bailey, Senate Chair, Speaker Rachel Talbot Ross, House Chair, and

Members of the Committee:

My name is Dr. Laura Chavez and I am the Director of Research and Data at The

Clean Slate Initiative - a national non-profit whose mission is to work alongside states to

streamline the record-clearing process and ensure it happens automatically. I am writing

on behalf of The Clean Slate Initiative to express our strong support for a Clean Slate bill in

Maine, which will address and rectify the impact of past records on individuals and

communities. We applaud the legislature for adopting record-sealing practices for all adults

and for welcoming public comment on further Clean Slate legislative options.

As of 2019, around 300,000 adults in Maine, or 25% of the adult population, have

some form of a record, and people of color are disproportionately impacted. In Maine,

nearly half of Black adults have a record.1 Arrest and conviction records can present

significant barriers to employment, housing, education, and social reintegration. Clean

Slate legislation has proven to be an effective tool in addressing these challenges by

allowing eligible individuals to have their records automatically sealed, giving them a fresh

start.

Nationwide, fewer than 10% of people eligible for relief under current petition-based

record clearance policies actually receive it because the process is slow, requires jumping

1 See www.cleanslateinitiative.org/data

0 @CleanSlate_lnit @) @cleanslateinitiative C) @thecleanslateinitiative O O The Clean Slate Initiative 

http://www.cleanslateinitiative.org/data


through complicated legal hoops, and can be costly for individuals who have been

impacted by the legal system.2 Clean Slate laws simplify and improve the process to make

record clearance accessible to everyone who meets the requirements.

The necessity of Clean Slate laws becomes evident when considering the pervasive

impact of criminal records. A significant majority of employers (94%)3, landlords (90%)4, and

educational institutions (72%)5 conduct background checks, leading to the widespread

exclusion of people with records from opportunities to support themselves and their

families and improve their lives.

Twelve states have enacted Clean Slate laws to date, including New York,

Connecticut, and Pennsylvania, and the positive impact on individuals and communities

has been substantial. Implementing similar legislation in Maine has the potential to

significantly bolster public safety and stimulate economic growth.

Clean Slate policies can transform lives by increasing access to employment, stable

housing, education, and community involvement. Research indicates that wages can

increase by over 22% in the first year following record clearance.6

The consequences of having a record extend beyond the individual to their families

and communities. Parents with records face barriers to participating in their children’s

education and activities, further perpetuating cycles of disadvantage. They often aren’t

allowed to volunteer in their children’s classrooms or chaperone a school field trip.

Automatic record clearance can give parents who meet the requirements a second chance

to fully show up for their children.

Furthermore, the broader societal and economic impacts of excluding individuals

with records from the economy are profound. The U.S. economy loses an estimated $78-87

billion annually due to reduced workforce participation by individuals with records.7

Research also shows that when people have stable jobs that pay a liveable wage, they are

7 Bucknor, Cherrie and Alan Barber. “The price we pay: Economic costs of barriers to employment
for former prisoners and people convicted of felonies.” Center for Economic and Policy Research. ( June,
2016).

6 Prescott, J. J., and Sonja B. Starr. "Expungement of criminal convictions: An empirical study." Harv. L.
Rev. 133 (2019): 2460.

5 Stewart, Robert and Christopher Uggen, “Criminal records and college admissions: A modified
experimental audit.” Criminology, 58(1), 156-188, (2019).

4 Ibid.

3 Nelson, Ariel. “Broken records redux: How errors by criminal background check companies
continue to harm consumers seeking jobs and housing.” National Consumer Law Center. (2019).

2 Chien, Colleen. "America's paper prisons: The second chance gap."Michigan Law Review (2020):
519-611.
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much less likely to engage in illegal behavior.8 By enabling eligible individuals to clear their

records automatically, Clean Slate laws not only support personal and familial stability but

also contribute to healthier communities and a stronger economy.

The petition-based sealing process is complex and costly. We remain steadfast in

our advocacy that a state-initiated record clearance process, where records are cleared

automatically upon meeting the eligibility criteria, can be more cost-effective and deliver

greater economic impact. Clean Slate laws streamline the sealing process, reduce

bureaucratic hurdles, and ensure equitable access to justice for all individuals seeking

redemption.

The Clean Slate Initiative is ready to assist The Pine Tree State as lawmakers

contemplate going for more. Our organization, along with our state and national partners,

can offer assistance in drafting sample legislation, reviewing technical feasibility, and

developing the most practical and cost-effective processes for achieving automation in

record clearance.9We welcome the chance to support Maine lawmakers in crafting

legislation that builds upon identified best practices and approaches from states that have

passed similar legislation, ensuring any policy enacted can be implemented and performs

as the legislature intends.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am available to answer any questions

or provide additional information as needed.

Sincerely,

Laura Chavez, Ph.D.

Director of Research and Data, The Clean Slate Initiative

lchavez@cleanslateinitiative.org

9 See CSI’s Data Dashboard at www.cleanslateinitiative.org/data to learn more about legislative design
and impact.

8 See LaBriola, Joe. "Post-prison employment quality and future criminal justice contact." RSF: The
Russell Sage Foundation Journal of the Social Sciences 6, no. 1 (2020): 154-172
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